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OF THE 


INTERCHANGEABLE 


CO VRSEP@R VARIETY OF .TORENG 5 


“IN THE WHOLE wORLD; AND THE 


CONCVRRENCE OF ARMES’‘AND 
Learning, thorough the first and famoufest Nations: from 
the beginning of Cinility , and Memory of man, 
to this Prefent, 


’ 


MOREOVER, WHETHER IT BE 


trueorno, that there can be nothing fayd,which hath not bin 
faid heretofore: And that we ought by our owne Inuentions 
to augment the doctrine of the Auncients ; not contenting our 
felues with. Tranflations,Expofition s,CorreCtions,and Abridg- 
ments of their writings. ’ 


Written in French by Loys/e Roy called Regnus: 
and Tranflated into Englifhby 2.c-4. 


Ines vebus omnibus quidam velut orbis, ut quemadmodum Temportim vites,ita 
 Morum vertantur, nec omnia apd priores meliora: fed noflra etiam atas 
woulta Landis,» Artium laudanda Pofteris tulit. . Tacitus. 


ho aa SE ae ND. Nh - 
Printed by Charles ret/weirt Eq. at his houfe in Fleeteftreete 
- neere thé Middle Temple gate. 
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CVM PRIVILEGIO 
Regia cMatestatis ; 


eee 


TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE’ 
MY SINGVLAR GOOD LORD, 
Sir Ioha Puckering Knight , Lord Keeper 
ofthe great Seale of England. 


 Auing heretofore ( for the great: liking which I 
7, {aw generally conceiued of this worke) perufed, 
@y allowed,and at my better leifure tranflated it into 
wf Englith, for the benefit of fuch as were not fuffi- 
&¢ clentlyacquainted with the French;I was bold,ere 

4 the Tranflation were fully finithed, to acquaint 
} he Argument:who concurring with the reft in good 

iking-and Iudgment;my intent to publifh it ynder your L*. Patro- 
nage,was thereby fully confirmed. 

_ SO thatthe Pi@ure, which it pleafed your L. to like of hereto- 
fore , being in his firft lineaments but rudely fhadowed; is now 
prefented with all his principal colours perfe@ted and accom- 
plifhed. I haue bin carefull to perfeé it by the Paterne , and to 
limme it according to life: yet when I haueall don, it is but a 
Counterfait ; shidrattiteth much of the perfection of the Prin- 
cipal. | : , 

_ THE fubftance is none of mine; I challenge nought but the 
fhadowe: wherein ifthe fubftance be truely reprefented, I hope 
it may beallowed of, though it be not curioufly beautified. 

_ 1 CONFES, it were better to put forth his owne Inuentions, 
for him that hath means to do it: and that,which this Author affir- 
meth,namely,that Tranflations are more painful then praife-wor- 
thy,is by me alfo acknowledged. For diligence afsifted with iudge- 
ment is herein chiefely requilite; and not any excellent Knowledge 
thereunto required: which appeareth more in inuenting of it felfe, 
then in tranflating out of others . Which though it be done neuer 


fo faithfully and elegantly , yet cometh alwaies fhort of the good 
grace of the Original:as this Author acknowledgeth,notwithitan- 
ding Theodore Gaza an excellent Tranflator affirme the contra lye 
BV T mine ownewit and Inuention, being vnableto write or _ 
inuentany thing worth the reading, yet my wil re Baga 
| es to all. 
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to all good Inuentions ;1 thought it more commendable, to com- 
mend and communicateto others, that which other men haue ex- 
cellently inuented(being not able myfelfe to attaine to fo much ex- 
cellency ) then in publifhing any fabulous fancy ofmine owne, or 
matter of meaneaccount, (as many do now adaies ) to fhew fome 
arrogancy ioyned with my uifufficiency.. . 

THIS worke is a Comparifon of this later age,with all antiquity — 
in Armes, in Learning, and all other-Excellency ."There was neuer 
any mighty Empire or Monarchie,Kingdom,or Common-wealth, 
but is hereireprefented ; no famous Founder or Gouernor of State, 
no learned Law-maker, or worthy Warriour, ‘but is here mencio- 

ned; arid ech of them to the other in all. conueniences and contra- 
xieties compared: which being don by:aman of great learning and 
iudgment,to men of much bufinefleand employment (as to your 
L.efpecially ) who haue no time tosfetch: euery thing from the 
Fountaine, fearch all Antiquitie, and read the Hiftories ofall nati « 
ons, muft needs be much auaileable;and the pleafure thereof to all 
forts of men accordingly anfwerablen. 
_ MY duety to your L. (to whom this hath bin long intended) 
hath at length commanded an Intermifsion of mine ordinary f{tu- 
dies and exercifes for the reviewing and publifhing hereof; vnder 
whofe fuourable protection 1t-1s now'communicated ynto ‘all: 
who, continually partaking of your L. equity,goodnes,and benig- 
nitie, are bound with me to pray for the continuance of your Ho- 
nout, health,and happines euerlaftingly.  SWoDE 
From the Middle-Temple the 6. of O@ober. «1 5 9 4. 


=sobi | Your Ls, feruice 
humbly denoted 


Robert Ath! siger 


THE SVMMARIE OF THIS WORKE. 


Wp ECA VS E:theDifcourfe following is !ong,and fomewhat dif- 
EZ, ficult to comprehend, by reafon ofthe diuerlitieof matters con- 
(tained therein; I haue gathered,and fet downe, firft: T he Sumi- 
Jz, marie of the wholeworke; Then of every Bookein order; to 
SAP SF gitemore light vato the Readers, forthe vnderftanding therof. 
In the whole workethertorearereprefented, the fuccefsiue, orrather alter- 
natiue changes ofthe whole: world , afwell in the higher or fuperiour, as 
Jower and inferiour part thereof; and how by the concurrenceof Armes'and 
-Letters ,thorough the moft renowmed Nations of the world, all Tiberall 
Sciences ,and Mechanical Arts; hawe flourithed together, fallen, and bin 
reftored , diuers times in proces of Age: With a comparifon of fiich Nati- 
‘ons as haue excelled, both in power and knowledge; of the great Empires, 
and renowmed Monarkes , vnder whom thefe notable mutations of man- 
kind haue hapned ; and conferring of this our prefent, with the famoufeft 
former Ages, to know wherein it‘is either inferiour , fuperiour , or equal! 
to any of them. Deg ioyy oh 7an0 


‘THE FIRST BOOKE, 


77 HE Enterchangeablecourle , or Variety obferuéd in the motions of 
of Heaven, and the Heauenly Spheares, (whereon are depending the 
Changes. which happen in this inferiour World) are declared in the 
firft Booke. The Vicifsitude whichthe fower Elements haue one with an 
other , and euery one by himfelfe. How all things in the World are tempe- 
red, and conferued by others,that are contrarie , and diflike.. The Inter: 
courfe of Shadowes , Daies ,and Seafons of the yeare; and the Diuerfitie of 
habitations of the Earth: and other thinges , according to the difference of 
places. The Variety and Vicifsitude of Men, of Nations, Cities, Com- 
mon weales, Kingdomes, andEmpires. © , 


ipa i 94730222 THE Il. BOOKE, : 
#7" HE Variety of Tongues vfed thorough out the world ; both Learned, 
“of and Vulgar. The Beginning of them, Continuance, Perfection , Cor- 
ruption, Chaunge,and Lofle ofthe old; Introdtiétion ofnew; Tranfla- 
tion out of one into an other; [mpofition of Namestothings ; Inuention and 
profic of Letters ; Dinerlitie of Chara€ters , and Writings, Inftruments and 
Matters to writewith. Of Printing, Orthographie, and Pronunciation. 


tea dulO soi KDB) Ts BOOKE, 
opr He Vicifsitude, and Inuention of Arts : And how Men from their firft 
-~ fimplicitie and rudenefle, haue attained to the Commoditie, Magnifi- 
cence, andExcellencieof this time, - | . 
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The Summarie of this worke. 


pws -THE III. BOOKE. 

“pus Intercourfe of Armes, and of Letters, concurring in the coniunGtion 

of Power and Wifdome, amongft the moft renowmed Nations of the 
world: And who haue bin the firft, and Auncienteft of all ,that haue excel- 
Jed in both. The Power , Knowledge, and other Excellencie of the Fgipti- 
ans, Aflyrians, and Perfians. A Comparifon of the great Monarchies , the 
Egiptian, Aflyrian, Median, Perfian, and Parthian, in their fituations, begin- 
_nings,largenes,reuenewes, riches, mightines ; & of fuch famous Monarchs 
as founded them; and vnder whomthey perifhed. Ofthe Egiptian Priefts or 
Prophets; of the Chaldees, Mages,Brachmanes, Druydes,and others of Re- 
ligion and Learning amongft the Auncients. Nobilitie amongft the Egip- 
tians, Perfians, Aflyriansi, Indians ,Scythians , Thracians, and other aun- 
cient and modern Nations. The exquilite Artifans , and workmanthip of 
the Auncients. . 


THE V.BOOKE, 
O F the Learning ,Poefie,Eloquence,Power,and other Excellencie of the 
Greekes. A Comparifon of them with the Egiptians, Affyrians, Perfi- 
ans, Indians. The'Empireof Greece. A Comparifon of Alexander the great, 
with Cyrus, Agefilaus, T hemiftocles, Pericles, Achilles, Vly{fes, Diomedes, 
Bacchus,Hercules,and others. A Comparifon ofthe Grecian Philofophers, 
withthe Chaldees of Babylon, andthe Prieftes of Egipt. The Nobilitie of 
auncient Greece. The Artifans and workes of the Grecians. 


THE VI. BOOKE. 
O F the Power, Warfare; Learning; Eloquence; Poefie, and other Excel- 
lencie of the Romaines. The fall of their Power , Learning , and Elo- 
“quence. . , 
THE VII-BOOKE, : oe 
Comparifon of the Romains with the Egiptians, Affyrians ; Perfians, 
Acreets and Parthians; in Power ,Warfare, Learning, Language,Elo- 
quence,Poefie,and inthe workmanfhips of other Arts: of the Romain 
Empire with the Affyrian, Median, Perfian, Macedonian, and Parthian. The 
birth of Rome, and continuance thereof, and conferred with the 4. Ages of 
mans life. A comparifon of Rome with Babylon,and Conftantinople; ofthe 
Romain common wealth, withthe Lacedemonian,and Carthaginian: of the 
power of Alexander the great, with that which the R omains had in his time: 
and if when hehad conquered Afia,he had turned his forces againft Europe, 
what might haue hapned by the iudgement of Liuie . Of Pompey the great 
with Alexander,Hercules, & Bacchus,according to Plinie: Of Tulius Cefar 
with Alexander, according to Appianus Alexandrinus ; of Iulius Cafar and 
Auguftus, with R omulus,and Numa; of Romulus with Cyrus,T hefeus, Ar- 
faces ,and Semiramis y who founded: Cities,or Kingdomes ,or Monarchies. 
: A Com- 


ee The Summarie of this worke, iiss <r ae 
A Comparifon of the Romain warfarewith the Parthian, Carthaginian; & 
Affyrian:Of the Romain Learning, and other excellencie,with the Grecian, 
Egiptian,and Chaldean: Of the Latin Authours with the Greek snatbely of 
‘Cicero with Demofthenes. T he Ciuil Law of the Romains, A Comparifon 
of the Latin tongue with the Greek; . | 


' oy DAB IVI. BOOKE .- Otenyeteisy 
F theR eligion, Power,know! edge,and otherexcellency of the Arabians; 
or Sarafens,and other Mahometitts,A Comparifon of Mahomet with Li- 
curgus »Minos, Numa, Zoroafter , Charondas, Zaleu cus, l'rifmegiftus, and 
other heathen Lawmakers, or Founders of Citiesand Empires. The Power 
of the Arabians,or Sarafens,compared tothe Romain,Macedonian;Perfian, 
Parthian, Affyrian,& Egiptian. A Comparifon of the Arabian learning with 
the Greek, Egiptian, Chaldean, Perfian, R omain,or Latin: Of the Arabian 


tongue, withthe Greek, Latin,and Hebrew. 


_ THE IX. BOOKE. | 


( ¥ Ontaineth the fequence of the Power and Religion of the Mahome-. 
seni of thefirft Turks,Corafmians > Lartarians ; of the Souldan, of 
-__, the Ottoman, of the Sophi: where thereis mention made of the eftates 
of thegreat Cham of Cathay , of the king of Narfingue, of the Mefcouite; 
| and of Presbiter John; becaufe they began, or grew vpat that time, notwith- 
anding they haue other Religions. ne gst Snob 


Pee Pen CROORE 
He“ that inthis age haue bin reftored the tongues, ahd knowledges, af 
~ = ter they had furceafed about almoft twelue hundred yeres, hauing newly 
réceatied great light,and increafe; where are confidered,themeruailes of this 
prefent age,thorough Europe, Alia, Africke, The new-found lands, in the 
Eaft, Weft, North,and South: beginning at the great, & inuincible Tamber- 
lan, whofe power,valiancy, and felicity is briefly reprefented. During whofe 
raign began thereftitution of Learning & of Arts: By what perfons & means 
it hath bin continued in diuers nations: The Princes thatmoft haue fauous 
red it, Moreouer how that many goodly things vaknowen to antiquity haue 
bin newly found out, elpecially Printing, The direction tofayle by theneedle 
of fteele rubbed on the Lode-ftone, carying alwaies the point anfwerableto 
the place where we imagine the pole Artique , bymeans whereof the whole 
Sea hath bin fayled ouer,andthe whole world knownethorough out. Then’ 
the skill of Ordinance, and Artillery ; which hath made all other auncient 
military inftruments to ceafe, which by this one are all furpaffed in impetu- 
ofity, fwiftnes,and violence. Alfo how amongft the meruailes of thisage haue 
rifen new and ftrange Difeafes vnknowen heretofore , and diuers Sects haue 
{prong vp in all countries, which haue much altered the common quiet,and 
weakned the mutual charitie of men, . ros 
| Devi THE XI, 
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The Summarie of thes workes 
THE XI BOORKE. cigmo A sdeiOumiiehae 

“le Age is compared , vnto the former ages moft famous in deedes of 
LL Armes, conduct of States,excellencie of Learning, perfection of Work- 
manthip , noueltie of Inuentions, Nauigations nevier attempted heretofore, 
& difcouering of New lands,vnknowen to Antiquitie:toknow wherin we 
are inferiour,or equall to the Auncients ,and wherin we oughtto be prefer- 
red, Eirft of all is conferred our modern Warfare, withthe auncient Greek, 
and Romain; Tamberlan is comparedwith Ninus, Sefoftris;Cyrus,Daritis, 
Alexander, Arfaces, Hannibal, lulius Cefar,Conftantine, Attila,and Charles 
the great. T hen followeth the Comparifon of our modern Kingdomes,Em- 
pires, Monarchies, and Common weales , withthe Auncient. Of Militarie 
‘Nations, Armies, Battailes by fea and by land,Sieges, & Affaults of Fortrefles. 
Of Nauigations, and difcoueries of Countries, Peregrinations, and V oiages 
by land. Of the Wealth of the prefent time, with that ofthe time paft. Ofthe 
Maners ofthis Age,with the former. Finally of the Learning ofthisage with 
the Auncient; in Philofophie , Eloquence, Law, Policie , Phyfick , Poefie, 
Aftrologie, Cofmographie,andtheother Mathematicks. T hen commeth the 
Conclution of the work ,by thewhich thereis a vicifsitude refolued on in 
all matters: And how it istobe feared,that Power, Wifdom, Learning ,Scien- 
ces, Bookes, Induftrie, Workmanthips, and theKnowledge ofthe world, 
being now come to fo great Excellencie , fhould fall againe : as they haue 


done intimes patt. 
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THE XII. BOOKE. 

Onfidering then thatthe variable difpofition of humane things, is 10 

be readieto fall, when they are atthe higheft; and thar vertue & vice are 

‘ come to their top,and perfection ; doubting leaft among fo many Parti- 
alities,and Herefies (wherof the world is full) andthe Warres which threa- 
ten vs on euery fide, that Learning might come to be difpifed ;. and be as 
loofely leftoff, and neglected, as heretofore it‘hath bin diligently followed, 
andregarded: To theendto preuentfuch a miifchiefe,and to aduize the ftudi- 
ousto remedieit ,asmuchasthey may; I haueadded an Inquifition on the 
common fpeach of men, by whichthey haue alwaies maintained,and do yet 
maintaine, T hat nothing can be now faid, which hath not bin faid hereto- 
fore. Wherein I endeuour to fhow, thatthereremaineth yet much to befaid; 
and that the trueth hath not bin thoroughly difcouered , neither all know- 
fedge foreftalled by our forerunners : Admonifhing the Learned, to adde 
that bytheirowne Tnuentions, which is wanting inthe Sciences ; doing that 
_ for Pofteritie, which Antiquitie hath done for vs; to the end,that Learning be 
not loft, but from day today mayreceiue fome increale, STi) YIsO 


a 


logers affirming that thetenth doth turneround aboutthe world in24. houres, 
goyngby the right fide from Eaft to Welt, and bythis fo fwift and impetous 
motion, doth forceand cary withit all the other inferiour {pheres, and doth 


, Eaftnamely the ninth being the floweft, in 49.thoufand yeares ; T he eighth to 


A 


I 


haue - 


cury in oneyere: ofthe Moonein28.daies. sy 


» pio QhE ELR STR OO NE 
hauetwo,thoneof36.thoufand yeres,thother of feuenthoufand:T he fphereof 
Saturne in 30.yeres:of lupiter in 12:0f Mars intwo:okthe Sunne, Venus; & Mer- 


¢ 


Timealfo was made with heauen,and with theftarrs,fo that hauing had the 
felfe fame beginning they fhall alfo hanethe fame.end, whentheworld fhall. be 
diffolued, returning into their auncient Chaos; and former darknes. Forthe 
daies, moneths, yeres,and ages, which werenot before that the heauen and the 
ftarres were created, incontinently began withrthem, and number was diftin- 
guifhed and obferuedby their courfe:T hat is, the entercourfe of daies and 
nights bythe daily motion ofthe firmament; T he moneth, after that the Moone 
hath gone ouer her whole circle,and attained tothe funne; The ordinarieyere, 
when thefunne hath accomplithed his courfe; The great yere,when the fea- 
uen Planets,and thother fixed ftarrs,returne totheir firft places,reprefenting the 
fame nature which was at the beginning. Thelities of all things and the pre- 
fixed time oftheir continuance , Being determined by lefler or greater num- 
bers, according to the difpofition of the matter whereof they are made: {pring- 
ing,erowing, Hbctiiing! diminifhing, perifhing,incertainetimes, and by vne= 


_quall fpaces, ae reduced to the felfefame end, euery one feeling his corrup- 


tionto bethe caufe of another generation. Infomuch that it feemed vnto Plato 
that the world was nourifhed by the confumption, and decay of it felfe,produ- 
eles new creatures vnto the old, and raifing vp of others like vntothem 
in the places of thofe that were perifhed: without fuffering the kinds to faile,or 
furceafe, which by this meanes do alwaies remaine as itwere immortall. But 
howbeitthe world is round, and hath not init either high or low ; confidering 
that the placewhich is in the midft ought not to be termed higlror low; nor 
that which compaffeth about be called the midft; neither hath in itany part dif- 
fering from the other, if regard behad vnrothe midft,and euery other oppofite 
thing : notwithftanding in refpeCt of our felues we fay that it hath high & low; 
right and left : That Pole which we fee being termed low according to Ari- 
ftorle,& thother which is hidden from vs, high: And the Eaft,whencethefirft 
motion proceedeth is the right fide; The Weft,is the left; whence commeth a 
motion contrary tothe former: T henthe Aftrologers and Philofophers affirme, 
that from the fuperiour part ofthe world there difcendeth a certaine vertueac- 
compained with light and heat, which fomeof them do call the fpirit or foule 
of the world; others fay it isnature, which mingleth it felfe with the mafle of 
this great body, penetrating quickening ,norifhing,and moderating al thefeva- 
riable thinges vnder the Moone,which being of fuch efficacy, beginneth firft 
with the fire and the aire, which being moued by the celeftial mouings, doe 
afterwardes moue the water,and the earth,and confequently the natures com- 
pounded ofthefefower Elements,as wel men, beafts,birds, and fithes,as plants, 
trees, herbes,and mettals: T hat there is the firft mouing,whereof dodepend alf 
other inferiour motions,and al effence whatfoeuer. That there hencedo pro- 
‘ceede diuers temperatures of bodies, inclinations of mindes, manners of men, 

aU proper- 


OF THE VARFETYAO£& THINGS. 2 


ty ofthe ime in which they workerheir effects.Sothecaufes both of thee coti- 
dian ,menftruall,annuall;and othecthe rareft mutations happening herebelows 


eight {ph af thejdiuerlity whichis found in them proceeding of theyariable 
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“OUTHE FEPR'S TIBOOKE! 
of this inferiour worlde, according to the qualities of the triplicities in the 


- whichthey happen jas fiery ,aytie, watery, or earthly. Thattherehauealrea- 


dy beenefeuen , inthe {pace of fiue thoufand,, fiuehundred andthirty yeares, 
(tor fo many the Hebrewes reckon from the beginning of the worlde,) and 
thatthe eigth fhalbe in the yeareof Chrift'16 0141 TheChaldees, Perfians, E+ 
gyptians , andauncient Grecians iudged of the notable euents of the worlde 
by theEclipfes of the Sunne and Moone, and by thofe Starres , which haue 
their afpectes, towardethe places of the Eclipfe, or which arife togither’ or 
which are inthe midft of heauen. Belus:the Babylonian, (as Seneca alled- 
peth) appointed the times both of thedeluge, and conflagration of the world, 
affirming that thenall earthly fubftaunces (hould be burnt, when all the ftarres 
hauing now diuers courfes, fhould meetetogither in thedigne of Cancer , vné 
der-the fame place,in fuch a pofition as-a ftraight line might pafle through all 
theirciteles: Andthen fhould all be drowned, when the fame ftarres inthe like 
fort fhould meet itvC apricornie,both lignes of great efficacy, & power, in chag- 
ing ofthe yere. The ancient Poetes vnder the fables of Phaeton, & of Deucalion, 
and Pyrrha,haue reprefented theletworuines of the world ;the oneby fire,the 
other by water.AlfotheEgiptia prieftin Plato hisT imzus difcourfing with Soz 
tonsfaith that many ruines haue comevntotheworld & fhalcomehereafter,the 
sreateft by fireand water: thelefler by earthquakes, wars, famine &-peftilence: 

> Andthat the tale of Phaetonthe fonne of the Sunneis not'altogehereftraun2 
ped from truth, thatis,that being mounted on his fathers chariot , 8ehot ableto - 
guides aright, he burnt things on earth,and was flaine himfelfe with tishtning: 
for'asmuclras initong {pace of timedo happenmany fuch defttu@tions by fire; 
byfeafon ofthediforder happening about the earth, & in the celeftiall motions; 
Thatthenthole which inhabite inthe mountaines, & in drie places; are foonet 
deftréyed then fuch as dwell by the feafide or neare the'riuers.': But contrary 
wifewhenit pleafeth God to cleanfe the earth by inundations, then the dwel- 
lersof plaines,and valleys,to be forceably catied into the! fea bythe imperuoefiz 
tie Of rniers, whilethe inhabitaunites ofthe bilsremaine in fafery.' That thofe 
which rémaine after fch tempefts areignorant of that which is paft,and waftir~ 
niffied Of learning,which by little and littlethey recower afterward. 0) O°) 
* Others fay,that in long {pace of timetheréare certaine-periods appointed for 
the world, which while they endure, all thinges do cometotheir vigour 5 and 


i 


which being ended, they doal perifh: but that a! of them erid their courfe with- 


inthe redohition ofthe great yere. And that when the onecommiethto efid,and 


the‘otherisready to begin, there aremany ftrange fignes feeneborhin earth and 
in heaven: Wherefore many are of opinion thatfome great alteration déth ap- 
proch; confideritie the fignes which within thele fewe yereshaue appeared in 
heatien; in the ftarrs,im the elements,and in al nattire. Neuer weretlie Sunneand 
Mooneeclipfed tore apparantly ; neuer were feene fo many Comersandother 
imprefsions inthéaire; neuérdidthe Sea andthe riuers fo violently ouerlowe 
their bankes; neuer hatie bin heard fuch earthquakes; newer'were borne fo'ma- 
ny and fo hydeous monfters: Neither hath there cuer bin feenie fince gt! 

a man, 


OF THE V,ARTETY OF THENGS, 3 
ofman,fomany and fo oftenchanges to cometo paflein Countries, Nations, 
Maners, Lawes,Eftates,and Religions: T he courte ofthe funneisno more fuch 
as it was wontto bein oldtime,neither aretherethe {ame points of the Solftices 
_ and Equinoxes: but within this fourteene hundred yeres tince Prolomey liued, 

who wasamoft diligent obferuer of the courfe of the world, it is come neerer 
vnto the earth then at that time it was, about tweluedegrees. Moreouer they fay, 
that al the parts of the Zodiacke and thewholefignes hauechaunged their pla- 
ces; and thatthe earth is remoued from his firft {cituation, being notentierly & 
abfolutely (as afore it was)the center ofthe world. Somealfo (as Hipparchusa 
famous Aftrologer amongft the Grecians) hauegiuen out,that the celeftial mo- 
tions in time tocome,fhall goa contrary courfe, and thatthecourfeofthe ftarrs 
fhalbe changed,the Eaft becomming Weft,andthe South, North. In themeane 
time,the continuation ofthe fuccefsiue alteration which we fechere belowe, 
_confifteth in the mouing caufe,and inthe firft matter. The caufe that moueth is 
of two forts,thone being thefirft and chiefemouer immoueable,thother the firft 
mouermoueable, by whofevertueand influence (gouerned by the diuine pro- 
uidence) the corruptiblethings inthis fenfible world, are inceffantly reftored & 
renewed, throughthe meanes of generation : whilethe firft matter {ubieéteth ie 


felfe cdtinuallyto al mouings & changings inthe fame perpetuity, thatthe firft 


mouer,moueth & formeth, & neuer failethto produce theletranfitory things. 


OF THE VICISSITVDE WHICH THE 
fower Elements haue among i them felues,and euery one by it felfe. 


*T Hat fuccefsiuealteration which isin the inferiour part ofthe world,confi- 
"4. fteth principally in the fower Elements,of which it is compounded, which 
‘ _ doereceiue continual changeboth amongft themfelues togither,andeche 
of them feuerally.Firft when the water is thickned, it feemesto becomeaftone, 
or apeeceof earth; when it vapours away,to be breath or aire. Allo theaire en- 
lightened is conuerted into fire: the fire extinguithed andthickned is turned in- 
to aire:againe, the airethickned into mifts and clouds, whence proceedeth wa- 
ter. Alfo we fee of water, earth and ftones to be ingendred, in {uch fortthatthey 
-giue oneto another, byturneand courfea continual generation. Seeing then 
they neuerremaine inthe fame eftate, it is hard to difcernethone fromthe other: 
Butthat which wefeeto benow of oneforme, then ofanother, and like vnto 
fire, wemuft not call it fire, butlike vnto fire; neither water,but fuch a thing as 
water; and folikewifein thereft, asthinges which hauenotany ftability. Wee 
ought not to fignifye them by names , fuch as wee vie to demonftrate any 
thing, as when wee faythis or that, forthey flic, and will neuer abide this 
demonftration, being onely applyable to thinges which are ftable: but eche 
ofthem ought to bee called fuch and fuch, accotding to his fimilitude, asthe 
fire , and whatfoeuer elfe hath generation. But that wherein they feeme to 
bee formed and fafhioned agayne , ought onely to bee defigned by this, or 
that ; remaining alwaiethe fame without diminifhing either power or AE 
: B 3 ere an 
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gots THE FIRST BOOKE , 
and continually receyuiing all , without retayning euler any femblable forme? 
Iristhe firft matter expofedto all nature, to receiueany forme, and beyng ftirred 
and formed by thofe thinges which happen on it , fometimesit feemeth tobe 
ofone forte, and fometimes of another. But the matter that is fubiectto fuch 
4 formation , fhouldnot be well prepared or ordered, if it werenot of it felfe 
without forme,and naturally de{poyled of allthe formes which it is to receitieé 
for if it were like to any of thefe thinges , when his contrary orany other na- 
ture {hould come, it could not well reprefent it hauting the other already : wher- 
fore itbehoueth itto be exempted of all fhapes figures and formes, which muft 
receytic into it felfe all kindes. Weewill not fay than that the mother and re- 
ceptacle of this inferiour world, is the earth, theayre, the fire , the water, or 
any thing which is made of them,or whereof they are made: butthat it is an in- 
uifible nature without forme, yet capable of any;to be comprehended onely 
by thevnderftanding with reafon , andnot tobe petceiued by the fenfes: that 
thefirefeemethto be fomewhat that is heated , and the water fomewhat that is 
moiftned, likewifethe aire,andthe earth according as it recetueth their formes, 
fuffering the other pafsions which depend of them, by meanes whereof it fee- 
meth to beof all formes. Butbecaufe it hath not forces or faculties , neyther 
of the like qualitie, nor of the fame waight,itkeepeth not any equalitie,butis 
vnequally moued, or ftirred of thefe kindes which againe are moued of it: by 
which motionthey are caried hither, & thither,and difcerned the one fromthe 
other by kinds & qualities, obferuing the order whichis giuéthem, totheend, 
that by the coherence of different bodies, there fhouldnotremaynethat confu- 
fion, which was before the conftitution of the world. 
T hefefoureElements fo different innatures and qualities,and contrary one 
toanother, are affembled by furcha proportion , thatthofe which are light are 
held downe by waight leaft they fhould mount higher , and contrariwile the 
heauy, leaft they fhould fall,are haged on the light ones which tend alwaies vp- 
ward,remaining all by alike force coftrained, & kept in their places , bythe per- 
petual circuitof theworld,which turning alwaies im it felfe,holdeth the earthi 
balanced inthe midft,as theloweftof al, whichagaine in counterchangedoth 
ballauncetheother Elements themfelues,which holde itasit wereballaunced 
and hangedin themidftofthem. The water isdiffufedroundeaboutit .. And 
theayre is caried ouerthemboth making but oneglobe.T hefireis feared high 
eft, which beyng placed betweene the heauen and theaire, is pureon that parte 
whichtoucheth the celeftiall bodie , and impure in that which isnext tothe 
ayre, receyuing many chaunges in diuers formes. And although inthat parte 
next vito heaven, it haue no contrarie to corrupt it,remayning in hisnaturall 
place apt forthe conferuation thereof; neuertheleffe, the partes of it doe not 
alwaies perfener in their puritie,by reafon of the difformitieor diverfitieof the 
‘motion which turneth it, and fhaketh them, and forceth them downwards to- 
wards theaire euentothe earth, where they perifh & are confumed. Likewife, 
- theayreisdiuerfly altered by the others which ate next vntoit, for being diui- 
ded into three partes, the highelt,the middle,andtheloweft, the higheft parte 
next 


OF THE VARIETIE OF THINGS, 4. 
next vnto the fire, to the celeftiall mouings, andthe ftarres,is thinneft, ‘and pu- 


reft ; theloweft next vnto theearth, isthickeft,and grofleft; themeaneor middle. s 


moftis temperate betwixt both; yer coldernorwithftanding then either ofthem 
both: forthe higheft doth participate withthe heate of the ftarres , the inferior 


is warmed bythe vapours proceeding fromthe earth, and then againe by the 


repercufsion of the Sun beams,andalfo by theartificiall fires vfed amorisft men, . 
andthenaturall which arehid inthe earth. Burthemeanebeing fecluded from | 


(2) 


both extremities doth continue inhis coldnes. The airethen being thiisdiui- 
ded,is for themoft part variable, inconitant, and changeable, efpeciallyneere » 


vnto the earth, whereit doth and fuffereth much according tothe divers {ei- 
tuation ofthe places, and according tothe afpects,and different courte ofthe 
ftarres, which by their contrary rifing , and falling ,doeraife exhalations aid va- 
pours; from whence proceedethe windes, clowdes, (howers,tempeftéslight- 
ninges, thunders , haile, froft, fnow, and other calamities of the earth, with 


great ftrife of natural things cue themfelues;fome ftriuing vpwards,which ° 
1 


are forceably kept downeby reliftance of the ftarres: others being violént- 


ly caried away: theraine defcendeth, the cloudes afcend, the waters are dried, 


the haile and fnowe do fall, the Sun beames reflexed doe heate, the windes 
whirling about blow wnequally thone againft thother, being fometimes'calme, 
and fometimes ftormie. And the Northren windes areraifed by Iupiter, theEa- 
fterne windes by the fun, the Southren by Mars, the V Vefterne by the Moon: 
Or els by the foure triplicities ofthetwelue fignes ofthe Zodiacke, thofe 
three which areof qualitie hot and drie,mouing.winde fromthe oriental part 
vnder the equinoétiall line called Eaft:the three other cold and drie,raifing the 
Southern wind comming from vnderthe Pole antarticke; the other three hot 
and moift, the Welt windebeing alfo vnder the equino€tiall line: the other 
which are coldeand moift, the North winde comming from vnder thepole 
articke: which windes haue their different properties according to the pla- 
ces from whencethey proceed, and where they blow, mouing about the wa- 
tet andthe earth, euenasthe ftarres by which they are raifed. The foure prin- 
cipall windes haue foure other collateral] : all which eight together are called 
entier or whole windes: betwixt whom are placed eight halfe windes ; and 
fixteene other quarters of windes , and by thefe is al! nauigation ordered, — 
‘Butthe water, on which they faile,being contiguous or ioyning tothe aire, 
- teceiveth no lefle varietiethan it, and maketh but one elobe with the earth: 
* For astheearth being drie of his owne nature cannot endure without moi- 
fture , neither fhould the water hatie any whereto abide without refting it felfe 
on theearth ; they hauethereforebin thus by nature ioyned together: théone 
opening the vaines and conduites of the earth ,the otherpafsing through it 
both within and without, to ferue in ftead of abande vito it. All water of his 
proper motion defcendeth downe from on high, but inthe Ocean fea which 
_enuironeth the earth,are found three motions: thonefromEaftto Weft, ano- 
ther fromthe North towards theSouth, thethird of the daily ebbing & flow- 
ing? for from fix houresto fix , it aduaunceth, and enlargeth it felfe; om ; 
| | abatet 
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abateth andretyreth. The which motions are feenealfo inthe Mediterranean 
featowards the bankes. | | 
Thecaufe of the firft motion from Eaftto Weft, is, the daily mouing of the 
firmament, by whofe impetuofitie allthe Spheres aremoued , with a good 
part of the fire andtheaire. The other fromthe North towards the South; 
is, becaulethat the Seais higher inthe North parts, thenin the South ; in'ref- 
pectthat the Northren cold ingendreth more water , then the Sea can con- 
taine within the fpace, diftance , and heigth of his bankes; and the water 
which is in the South part is confumed and diminifhed, bythe heat of the 
fame: So one part of He water in the North, forceth downe an other on 
that fide which isloweft, and moueth accidentally from the place of his ge- 
Metation. | prritl 3 | 
_. Thethird followeth the reuolution of the Moone, which alwaies increa- 
fing,and decreafing,appeareth fometimes horned, fometmes halfround, fome 
times almoft round,and fometimes fpotted: then by and by cleere & great, when 
fhe is at full, and anon fhe isnot feen atall: Sometimes fhe fhineth allnighr, 
fometimes arifeth late,fometimes the fhineth all day , fupplying thebrightnes 
of thefunne; and comming to Eclipfie, yetappeareth notwithftanding : and at 
the monethes end hideth her felfe ; when fhe is faid totrauaile. Sometimes alfo 
fheis low,and fometimes high, which neuer ‘happeneth after one fort: for 
fometimes one would fay that fhe were fixedto the firmament, other whiles 
that fhetouched thetop of the mountains, folow fhe is abafed ; fhe isfome- 
times found in the South fide of the heauens; and fometimes we muft feeke 
her in the North. | 3 | 
Sincethenthat the is fo variable, itisno meruaile if the ebbings and flow- 
‘ings of the Tydes in thefea, which are cauled chiefely by her, are alfovari- 
able: Firftin the daily motion which the Moone maketh with the heaven 
~ in twentiefower howers, there aretwotydes ebbing,andtwo flowing ; the 
fea increafing by the {pace of fix howers , and diminifhing fix others; which 
aretwelue: ign it doth afmuchin othertwelue howers, which are twentie 
fower. Their augmentations are not alwaies alike in alltimes and places, 
for bythe {pace of feauen daies, the waters do increafe, when they callthem 
liue waters ; and feauen other daiesthey decreafe, whenthey are called dead 
waters. In fuch fort, that from thefirft day of the changeof the Moone,vntil - 
the eight, whichis the firft quarter , the waters are diminifhed ; and from the 
faid quarter vntill the fifteenth , which is full Moone, they are ftillaugmen= 
ted: and from thencetill the third quarter, they goeftill decreafing and from 
that to the coniuntion, they are increafed againe . So the firft day of the 
Moone is chiefe of the waters, and the fecond day the waters are yet verie 
great ,and the third in like fort; but the fourth day they begin to waxe lefle, 
and fo go diminifhing from dayto day,vntil they come to the eight: for then are 
...thelow waters:and on the ninth likewife: and thetenth almoftthe fame: then 
_onthe eleuenth is therifing of the waters, whenthey beginalittlero augment. 
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And from thavtimexforwarde they increafe euery day vntill the fifteenth 
whemit is fillmoone.; and then it beginnethagaine to. be head water, and on 
the fixteenthitincreateth likewile,and almoft vnto the ende ofthe feuenteenth. 
‘But onthe eighteenth it decreafeth, and goeth fo diminifhing euery day wntill 
the thittieth}:;whenvas the is in coniunGion: And fo onthe firft day it begin- 
nethvagaine:to: behead water, and proceedeth thus increaling and decreating 
ashathbinfardT . rou) eidsvsrdie ed | loydarsryy, | 
Yer inthefeincrealings the waters are not fo high at onetime as atanother; 
bit greater atone time-and lefle.at:another. Alfo the ebbing and flowing ot 
tidesiare not equal in allplaces. Neuertheles whenthemooneis at Northeaft, 
-itis full feayand when fheis at Southeaft, itis low water. Allo there is nothing 
perpetual inthe earth; fometimethe fea or fome other water enclofed within 
it; breaking out forceably,, doth couer apartthereof;, fometimes againeit re- 
tireth. The Rivers and fountaines are dryed vp,and there arife new in other 
places: Some Countries are turnéd mto ftanding pooles and marifhes , others 
untofandie deferts ,orhers into woodes : then being hulbanded and laboured , 
athey become fertile of barrain: and againe onthecontrarie, barrain of fruitful. 
The Mountaines aremade plain,and the plainesare lifted vp:{ome places are 
“fwallowed by Earthquakes or fcorched by:exceeding heats. When it hath 
Along bin manured, itwaxeth: wearie then by reftand cherifhing it recouereth 
vigour . In tract of time it waxeth old, ifnot wholie,yet atthe leaft in his parts; 
then is renewed and becommeth young againe. We fee euery yeare at the 
{pring time,and beginning of Summer , how being watered with {mall rayne, 
- caufedby Okey intlescictd moderately heated, it openeth the feedes of all things 
which before were fhut vp; and putteth fome of them into herbes, ftalkes, and 
eares, others into ftems and husks, others into budds, others into tender tops: 
ithe gardentrées yeeld buds; flowets, leaues,and fruit: the foreltes and woods 
sareclovhed! with gréene ; bearing on their branches and boughes , the birdes 
prickedwith adéfireof engendring, which record by themfelues theirmelo- 
adious fongs ? The Fithesleape;andthebeafts amidftrhe es paftures skip vp 
land downe; being inflamed with loue. In briefe euery thing fpringeth,erow- 
-eth embelifheth, florifheth , and fructifieth: allthings arerenewed. On» the 
-contrarie; when Autumne and Wintet do returne, ail is full of horror; and:of 
faduesycold,raine, dirt,fleete , hayle,{now, froft,yce, fogey mifts, long nights, 
fand alfnoft continual! datknes. We trauailetheearth day and night, more to 
ofatisfic our pleafures,then: for our neceflarie norifhment. And notwithftanding 
tharwhich itendureth fuperficially might feemetollerable,ifwedid not pierce 
rit{o farre, asto feeke gold:arid filuer; brafle;copper,lead,tinne, yron, ftones to 
cbuildsandothers accounted precious th the entrailes therof. Neither is it onely 
-thusvexed:bymen: butit feemeth thatthe threeother Elements hauecon(pired 
-the ruin of thisonealone; without prea of the heauen it felfe,which by his 
ovntemperatedifpofition, hath cut off: a.great part therof. Might it not haue fuf- 
ficed the Seatohauecompaffed it,andto haue cut off agreat parttherof, with- 
rout ftretching it felfe intoat; in fo many gulfes little diftant the one from ms 
cae a ; other, 
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other, breaking through rhountaines , and making violeneruptiares pasthough © 


hit would fpread itfelfe ouerall Then fomany riuers,lakes, matifhes,fo many 


ftanding pooles,asare throughout, fo many fprings,and little brooks;fo many 
{wift-and raging ftreames. Phe aire fhaketh it,caufingitroloferhat nacurall 
propertie of beeing immoueable, overwhelming not onely fieldesi, houfes:, 
“‘townes, cities, but whole nations, and countries , oftentitnes norleauing any 
appearance, whereby one may fee, thatthere hauebin fuch. Thenthefirebe- 


_ing {o fertile, that it'ingendretl of it felfe, and growerhiof little fpatks becom- 
“ming ian inftanterear andimpetous, burnethit in:many places, both .with- 


out and within; beeing difperted about the chimnids; aryling out of:billers 
and fticks-ends beaten together , appearing thorough the cloudes:; or com- 
“ming of lightning; kindled by burning glaffes oppofed tothe funne,whichalfo 
with the other ftarres doth drie and fcorch itiexcefsitely in fome feafons and 
LSOUNTHIEs 0) SNE S198) ONS qvi is 2orisinvol bas ean 9 sdT diss 
Itis a meruaile, that being fovexed on allparts; itis notalready confumed, 
butfo farrearethefe greatand violent calamities from! diftroying it jthatthey 
rather helpeto the conferuationthereof. For theEarthquakes bytheopenings 
which they make, draw outthe corrupted windes which were kept inthe ‘en- 
trailes of it, and caufed withimtuch dilorderednoife: the inundationsdo clenfe 
‘thefilth the heats digeft thofe humors which they findtoo groflesas the colds 
and frofts domoderatethat which is inflamed, © § so: B12 a, wogie 
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~~ HOW.ALL THINGS IN. THE WORLD, | 
bn  aretempered and conferued by vilike and contrarie things. 4: Aye 
| Nilike maneristhe Earth and euery otherthing inthe worldtemperedand 
2 Listened things of diflikeand contrarje qualitie ft isnotthenwithout: 
~>-cavife,that nature isfodefirous Of contraries ,making of them jalidecéncy, 
cand beautie; norof things Which areof likenarure/This kind of tempering is 
the caufe, that fuch things asbefore werediuers anddifferent,do-accord and 


°agreetogether,to eftablith, intertain,and embellifh onean other) thetontrari- 


‘etié, becomming vnitie, and thedifcord:condord;the enmitie amitie;andicon- 
tention couenant. Wherefore Heractirnsfaid, thavdifcord,and concordwere 
‘the'father and mother of alfthings. And Homer,that whofoeuerfpake euill 
“of contention; did blamenature. Empedocles maintayned, not of difcord bystt 
felfe; but thar with concord 3 it wasthe beginning of all things: meaning by 
<difcord , the varietie of things that are~aflembled yandby: concerd:,the vnion 
\of them ? But the vnion inthis aflemblie oughtto:exceede the contratietid: 
“Otherwifethe thing fhouldbediflolued ;the principles diniding themfeluds: 
-Sowefeeinthe Heaven contrariemouingsto preferuetheworld: Venus pia- 

ced inthe midft neere vnto Mars, to affwage his fircenes; whichof hisowne 
“‘hattireis corruptiuer And Fupiter nextvnto Saturne, tomitigate: his malice. 
>"Phe inferiour world ‘compofed of contrarie elements to mauntaine it! felfe 
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by the pééportion which they haue together , andthe natures madeof them 
to preferue them(elues, by the temperatureof different qualities, which be- 


ing fimplé in their nature without any maner of mixtion:.or compolition; 


and contrarie:one to theother when they are-compared in theit qualities in 
the higheft degree, yet of them areiall thinges:compounded, and. by their 
‘commixtion, is the beginning ofall: generation: There-are‘found: in 
the bodie-of the world, Earth, Water, Aire , Firéy:Sumne, Moone ; and o« 
ther flarres: There. is matter forme’ priuation , fimplicitie., mixtion } fubs 
ftance; quantiti¢, qualitie, action, and pafsion | Inmans bodie; bloud, flegme; 
choler, melancholie; flefh; bones; finewes,'vaines,, aiteries; head; cies, nofe; 
eares, hands, fete, braine; hart, liuerjand fplene.. In the ceconomicalbodie, 
husband wife , children , Lord} flane, mafter and feruant. Inthe politike 
bodie Tuftice, Fortiuide,Prudence, Temperance,-R eligion, warfare, iudge- 
ment; counlaile', magiftrares, and priuatemen ,noble, and bafe:; rich arid 
poore,young and FA eh aca ,good.and euill ; labourers, artifi- 
cers,merchants, retaylers,and cariers:'which areall diflike parts,and the moft 
of them contrarie, conioyned together by due conueniency. “Art imitating 
nature in the painting of blacke, white, greene, blew, yellow, red, and other 
mingled colours, reprefenteth the porttaitures conuenient tothofethings for 
the whichthey are made. And in Mufick, of high and low slong.and fhort ,is 
madean accord. Gramimer confiftech of letters,vowels and mutes: TheSci- 
ences can notwell be taught without comparitg of contraries’, thone being 
confidered principally,-and in regard of that one, thother accidentally,that it 
may be auoyded. As Phylicke doth accidentally treat of ficknes,to the end to 
bethe better able to preferue health, and to atioyd the other. TheEthicke; 
and Politicke fcience doe not onelie ‘thew what is honeft , tuft, and profis 
table; but alfo that which is difhoneft, vniuft;and domageable. Infomuch 
that We may fay in all cafes, that contraries when they ate putneere ; one 
tothe other, they appeare the more cleerely: Euen as want'makethriches to 
be the more efteemed; and the obfcuritie of darkéneffe commendeth the 
clecreneffe of light: The fweetnefle of the Springtime is mote eftéemed by 
the tharpenefle of Winter: the ‘happineffe of peace, by the calamities of 
warre}’ and faire weather after long rayne :!So it feemeth 5 that the good 
can not be knowen withoutthe euill : and although they be comtrarie, yet 
haue they fuch a coniunétion , tharin taking of one , both are-tane away: 
For the good can not be vnderftood:, nor efteémed , but by conferring of it 
with eulll to auoid it; neither the euill (nunned and efchewed, except thar 
which is good bethroughlic knowen'. Plate fayththelike of pleafure, and 
forrow, that although they be two. thinges contrarie and: repugnant be- 
tweene them felues , and can not bee together in one. perfon , yetneuer: 
theleffe , if any one follow and receiue theone, heis for the moft part ever 
conftrained to take the other: as ifithey Were both in one point and extres 
mitie conioyned and knit togither. Moreouer it is certaine’, that Nature 
hath not created any' thing , vnto-which fhe hath not giuen a contrarie 
| ; to 
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towithhdldit and keepe it! backe , wherehience proceede the, Antipathies, or 
comttarie-afteGtions in alkthings, afwellanimateas inanimate ;lyuing as with- 
ouplifes in beafts,asbetweenethe Cocke and theF oxesin fithes, bewweene the 
Mullet andthe fifhcalled Lupus, which fometakdittobe the Pikesin-birdes, 
betwixt the:Ctow and cheKite:: Amiongh trees ,the,Cheltnut, and Oliues 
ainongftftones;the Adamantand the Diamant. Whatthen hall we fay ofmen;- 
which arefopafsionateand-inconftantTiruely,thatal inallages,and-al |kinds 
of life, publike,priuate;folirarie, contemplative, actiue , are inclinedto con: 
pentions and|partialitiessreuen fo farre, aseyery oncto:be at vatiance in-him- 
feife, hauingin’ hisbodieand fouleaperpemall combate, betweene reafon and 
concuipifcence: And ih this maner isthesftrifeanongt children; which yee 
haue noknowledge,and amongft the Sauages, vibich fraue nothing propet 
or peculietz:Thereare Sectes in the:fchooles of. Law.sPhyficke; Diuinitie, 
Philofophiesandin theconuentsand monatteriesamongitthe R eclusand Re- 
dluufes..Nomaruaileisittherefore iftherébe feditionsin Cities and Countries, . 
«which make people of diterseftates enemto run hedidng:,as:was fometimes 
in Rome;that ofthecommonpeople andthe Nobility :sof there be warres be- 
aweene Lotdthip and Lerdthip; kingdomand kingdom which-refpectiuely 
keeps them bothinfeare: So were aunciently in Greece the Lacedeimonians 


_ dothe. Athenians; foro the Romaines, the Carthaginians ;.and afterward the 


Patthiansaciagim ‘bag zlowor, zone! 10 ridfitines vominsd: . biedos fk oh 

~ Soare atthisday oppofed the Scotsto theEnelifh;theEnglifhtotheFrench; 
the FrenchtotheJtalians; The Almainesto ihe Suitzers; the Africans tothe 

Spaniard; theT urkes tothe Chriftians;thePerfians tothe T urkes; the Zaga- 

thainesto the Perfians; being deuided amongftthemfelixes by colours redd and 

greene,and of: wharare called: Cafelbas,and Cufelbas:the Mofcouites tothe Po- 

Jonians;the Tartariansto themboth. Inthe Indies Cochimto Calecut:inhigh 

Africkthe Mooresto the Abiflins; thoroughoutthe countrey of the Arabians, 

theiahabitantsofthe Mountainestothofe that dwelin the Plaines: The Black- 

mooresamoneftthemfeliess And in Bralilthe Sauluages een tothe eating of 
ori¢another when they aretakenin watres And it might feeme tharthele diuifi- 

ons wereinfomefort neceflariethoroughottthe world; anid fuch contratieties 

as. God hathgitento every eftate, & almoftto euery perfon profitable to keepe 
themin feareand: humility: formen willfoonewaxe proud, andareeafily puft 
¢p.with profperity and riches :.and, elpecially when they mifconceaue from 

whence fuchgrace proceedeth, God is wontto fendthem aduerfities for their 

chaftifment. Wherefore itis ordinarily feene; that euery mighty eftate, hauing 

no forrainenemy findeth fome within ir felfes atid when it is cometo fuch great- 

nelle, that it cannot be brought vnder , orkeptdowneby any ftrange or foraine 


- force ;then isitafficted with partialities, and oftentimes diftroied.or tranfla- 


tedinto fome other nation’, with alteration both of Iuftice and politike go- 
wernment Moreouer , whenthe Countries areto full-of inhabitants, and that 
the malice and-fubtilty of man is:come tothe higheft then are they purged 
andempted by famines andpeftilence: totheend that the people which are in 
oI | Ju SOS try 


| 
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jt; being reduced to a leflenumber, and chaftifed ; may liue better. But if 
herewith they amend not , but waxe worfe and worfe: then either arethey 
exterminated by fireand water, or by Earthquakes ouerwhelmed . God viing 
alwaies {uch rigours againft thofe which perfeuer in their wickednes ,as he 
js alwaies readie to receiule to mercie fuch as are truely penitent, which 


turne to him, and pray to him with their harts. 


OF THE VARIETY AND INTER. 
courfe of Shadowes , Daies ,and feafons of the yeare, and 
‘i dinerfitie of habitations onthe Earth. 


Itherto hath bin declared howthe world is not onely conferued by the 
fC | intercourfe of the Heauens,and Elements;but alfo tempered by contra- 
ries. Nowto theend we may the better confider the difference which 
js found in refpect of the diuerlitie of places and afpectes of heauen,afwell in 
plants,trees,fruits,mettals,fauours,colours,and taftes:.as in beafts,fifhes,birds, 
and euen,in men themfelues, and all their affaires : we will briefly touch as 
far foorthas fhall belong to our prefent purpofe, the fiue Zones ofthe habi- 
table earth; the feauen Climats ; fower limits , Eaft; Weft, North,and South, 
the two fides or hemilphers, longitude,and latitude ;the three parts thereof, 
Europe, Afia ,and Africke, vnto which is alfo added America: the varietie 


of fhadowes, daies , and feafons , with the diuers maners of inhabiting : be- 
“caufe that all thefe confiderations ferue tothe knowledge of the world, and » 


the chaunges which in times paft haue happened therein , and do euery day 
come to pafle.T he Auncients ditiided the Heauen, & confequently the earth, 
into fiue Zones , thinking that thofe two that are vttermoft about the two 
Poles , North and South, did make thofe two parts of the earth which are 
fubiect rothem vnhabitable by their extreme & continual cold. Alfo that that 
part of the heauen which beholdeth the middle of the earth vnder theEqui- 
noctiall,made it likewife vnhabitable, by reafon that the Sunnehauing there 
his continuall courfe, burneth with his beames , beating on it fo neere, and 
perpendicularly,all the countrie lying vnder that Zone; That thetwo others 
which are betweene the burning Zone and the Poles, were temperate , as 
alfo thofe parts of the earth which are anfwerable vnto them : Butthat one 
could not palle verie well from the oneto the other , becaufe of the burnin 
Zone being inthe midft. " | | ort 

But by the latter voyagesand nauigations, the whole earth is found to be 
inhabited, yea, euen vader the Potes themfelues , beeing both in the midft 
and.in the vtmoft parts frequented with men , and with ; 


ties, the heat of the middle-moft accounted burning hoat , being lefle vnder 
the Equino€tiall, theathe Tropicke, not a whit hindering the paflage from 
one of the temperate vnto the other .For although that vnderthe Equinoc- 
tiall, the funne-beames are perpendicular twice ina yeare , yet do they but 
little harme, by reafon thar they ftay not long there: the Zodiake being 

| | On ar ;  ftreighr, 


nguler commodi- 
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fireight ,and not oblique or crooked in that place: Then the nightes be- 
ing there continually equall in length vnto the daies, doe mitigate with 
their colde the heat of the dayes . But vnder and neere vnto the Tro- 
pickes , the Zodiacke becing crooked , the Sunne ftayeth longer there, 
and difcendeth not fo fwiftlie vnder the Horizon, makinge the dayes 
longer , and the funne hotter; yet fufferable notwithftanding , as wee fee 
by innumerable people dwelling vnder the Equinoétial , and betweene the 
- Tropickes. bi Sky uA Tait Bh 
In the vetermoft part of the North-dwell the Liuonians, Noruegi- 
ans , Lithuanians , Swedens , Mofcouites , Lapians ; and Brarmians laft of 
all, hauing in the depth of winter their aire full of foges, and great clouds, 
with much fnow, and froft: In fuch fort , that both by water and byland, 
they make their traficke and warres on yce. But when fummer returneth, 
the countrie is vricouered , and made more avait , by the light which 
the Sunne giueth there longer in one place, then in another ; according 
as it is neerer or farther remoued from the Pole:Euen as in the hoatquar- 
ter , fome places by the prefence of the Sunneare difinhabitéd,, or at lealt 
incommodioufly inhabited, which by his departuredo recouer an habita- 
ble temperature. : sa aieke | 
The fuperficies or vpper face of the Earth hath bin alfo otherwife diftin- 
guifhed : for by how much any countrie declineth on one fide or other from 
the Equinodial,fo much is their day thelonger in Summer, and their night 
in Winter. In {uch fort., thataccording tothe diuers increafe of the daies, 
the {paces of the earth haue bin diftinguithed , attributing to euery Cli- 
" mate halfe an howers increafe. And the places fubie€t vnto thefe Climates 
haue bir noted out, either by famous Cities , or riuers , or mountaines: as 
by Meroe , Sienna, Alexandria , Rhodes , Rome, Boryfthenes , and the 
mountaine R ipheus, fabuloufly intented: where the longeft day is of 16. 
howers, and a quarter ; and the Pole is eleuated 50. degrees. The Aunci- 
ents ftaied at this feauenth; not knowing the Regions, Countries , Seas,and 
Ifles that are beyond it. At this dayby the fame reafon theremay others 
be added. ‘ : shin 
The fower limitts or boundes of the worlde are , the Eaft, Welt, 
South, and North, differing in this, that the South and the North are 
ftable and immoueable ; But the Eaft and Weft do neuer remaine in one — 
eftate, by reafon of the afcent and defcent which theSunne maketh inthe 
fignes of the Zodiacke. Wherefore Eratofthenes following nature, diui- 
deth the world chiefly into two partes, the South and North, imagining 
that from them proceeded the diuerfitie of all inferiour thinges , accor- 
ding to their neereneffe or diftance from the funne. True it:is , thatthere- 
byarifeth forme difference; but all confifteth not therein , as hereafter fhall 
be declared. Moreouer, nature hath indewed every one of thefe extres 
mities or vimoft partes with fome finguler excellencie: For toward, the 
Eaft , there India brings forth Rubies, Emeraulds , Pearles, and many other 
ors . 7 Me age precious 
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precious ftones,both out of theearth and thefea; the great andinightie Ele- 
phants, the high palme-trees full of wine, andloden with nuts: And Serica 


in that quarter hath firft giuen vs the Silke, which is had of wormes bred. 


in Mulberie-trees: Arabia inthe South yeelds incenfe, ebony and cotton: 
Tewrie nextvnto itthe balfme, and the cedar: Ethiopia, Cafsia and -Ciuer: 
The Moluccaes in the fartheft partes of the Weft, Pepper , fpicecloues, 
cinnamon ,ginger, nutmeggs ,and other drugegs. The North,the Alces, 


_ Beares , Ounces, and other beaftes which are not feen elfwhere: hony and 


waxeé, without the induftrie of man, throughoutthe large foreftes ; exqui- 
fice skinnes:of Martins , Sables, and.others of great accompt in the Gite 
ae ofthe world, to make furres for great Lordes . Cornelius Tacitus 
aith , chat Amber groweth onely in Borufsia, and is fifhed there:as in the 
South comes incenfe, and balfme. Alfo the earth being {pherical or round, 
is partedinto two equall fides , called Hemifpheres ; and by theroundnefle 
of it fromEaftto Welt, it commeth to paffe , thatthere it is fooner day and 
night; and by the roundnefle of it from South to North, that there are al- 


- waies feen fome ftarres about the Pole Articke; not about the Antarticke, 


whichremayneth hidden from vswhich are onethis fide the earth , as ours 
is alfo vnfeen of thofe on the other fide. The longitude or length of the 
earth, is taken from the Weft to Eaft: the latitude or bredth fromthe South 
to the North. The auncients , as Ifocrates diuided the earth onely into 
two parts, Europe and Afia , afterwards they added Africke for the third, 
this divtifion taking his.beginning at the ftraight of Gibraltar, where the 
Atlanticke fea engulfeth it felfe within the land, making the Mediterranean 
or midland fea , by-which thefe three are diuided , Africke remayning on 
the right hand, Europe on the left, and Afia inthe midft..On the other 
fide the rivers Nilus ,and Tanais, made thefe diuifions long agone . But as 
for T anais,it cannot now ftand for abound, fomany innumerable people 
arid countries beeing knowen now’on this fide, which heretofore were 
vnkniowen tothe Auncients. Tothefe three alfo it is neceflarie to add a 
fowerth taken of America, and other landes newly difcouered ‘towardes 
the Weftandthe South, of which it is not yet knowen , whether they be 
ioyned or no to Afia: that is to fay whether they ought to bee reputed 
samaine land , or Ifles.: . tu io! FOE f 

' Thele thinges premifed:as neceffarie to the vnderftanding of this dif- 
courfe that followeth ; wee will’ intreat henceforward of the’ varietie of 
fhadowes , inequalitie of dayes and nightes , intercourfe of the feafons 
of the yeare, according’to the diuers habitations ; and will propofe the 
diuerfitie of thinges , according to the difference of places.’ Then com- 
Ming to the fhadowes, wee find that they chaunge withthe Sunne, and 
from Countrie to Countrie: for by how much the Sunne ‘is ‘higher, 
the fhadow isthe leffe and by how muchhe isthe lower, the fhadow is 
‘greater ; infuch fort , that alwaies itis greater inthe morning and enening 
then at nooneryde. Vnder the two Tropickes there is no fhadowe at 
SA a C2 noone 
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noone on the daies of the Solftices,, nor vnder the Equinodtiall , in the 
daiegof the Equinoxes. The inhabitants on the-one fide andthe other 
hau@ their fhadowes oppofite , the-one on the right hande:, the other 
on the left. To thofe that dweli:vmder the Poles they are round about 
them in manner of roundels , or milftonés.. The Sunne then going, al- 
waies either towardes the North , or on the EquinoGiiall ; or towardes 
the South, maketh fie fortes of fhadowes through our the world : that 
is, to the Eaft, tothe Welt, to the North, to the South , and one ftraight . 
fhadowe. Towardes the Eaft it maketh fhadow when it ferreth; to the 
Welt , when it rifeth ; towardes the: North, when it comes” from the 
South.; and-when hee whofe fhadowe is made, isneerer tothe North, 
then is. the Sunne ; and towardes the South when hee that makes the 
fhadowe is neerer then the funne is to.the South. Alfo, the ftraight fha- 
dow is when the Sunne is on our Zenith. All thefe fiue fortes of fha- 
dowes happen onelie to thofe which dwell betweene the’ Tropickes-, 
and they.which inhabite vnder the Equinoétiall haue but-fower , to- 
wardes Eaft;and Welt. They that ate vider the Tropicke of Cancer, | 
haue their. fhadowe towardes the North , and thofe that are vnder the 
“Tropicke ef Capricorne, towardes: the South ;And once:in the yeare 
direct when the Sunne entreth into that Tropicke. Thofe which dwell 
‘wythout-the Tropickes haue but three fhadowes , towardes Eaft, and 
Weft ; and thofewhich dwell in the North haue their: thadow towardes 
the North , and fuch’as inhabite the:South part ,-haue their fhadow to- 
_wardes the South; and neuer haue it direct , or ftraight.. Concerning the 
Mayes and nightes , they are alwayes alike ndetsife Equinodtall ;, bur 
thence they goe continually increafing and diminifhing , eitherby the op- 
pofition of the earth which maketh the night, orby,the roundneffe there- 
of which bringeth the daye. They then which inhabite Northward 
from the Equino¢tial , haue theit dayes/increafing when the Sunneretur= 
neth from the Tropicke:of Capricotne’; to thatoef Cancer:;-and thofe 
which inhabite the South, haue the contrarie: namely their nights increa* 
_ fing inlength,and their daies decreafing by reafon thatthe funnegoeth every 
day farther & farther fromthem towardsthe North. Alfo when hecommeth 
into Arieson the eleuenth of March, hee treadeth the Equine@ial line, 
and maketh the dayes equal! with:the-nightes:on:euery fide, but when 
hee hath -pafled the firft point of Aries), the dayes become longer then 
the nightes , to thofe on the North ; and fhortér, to thofe on the South. 
Andthe elewenth/ofJune when'the Sunne enters-into Cancer; is thelon-. 
geft-dayj and the fhorteft night; and on the other-fide the contrarie : for 
the Sunne is then neereft to the one.,/and fartheft-from the other. Alfo 
from thence forward he beginneth toidifcend; and:returning by little and 
ditele ; maketh the dayes fhorter , and-the:nightes longer tothem, which in- 
habite Northward.;,and, contrarywifeito the |inhabitantes' of the South, 
Moreouer when he.isin Libra, the thirteenthof September, he traceth 
: | againe 
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againe the Equino Giiall line, and then arethe nights,and the daies equall. But 
from thencehe difcéndeth towards the figne of Capricorne; and the nights 
become longer thenthe daies, to themthat dwel in the North ; and the daies 
longer , and thorter nights to thofeof the South. Finally, being come to 
the Propick of Capricorne , he maketh to vs heere the fhorteft day, andthe 
longeft night ; and inthe South the longeft day,and fhorteft night. For this 
isalloa place wher the funne is neereft tothe one,and fartheft from the other, 
And by how much the Pole is eleuated aboue the Horizon of euery habita: 
tion,thedaiesand nightsare fomuch the longer : In fomuch thatthey which 
haue their Zenith vnderthe Circle articke, and towhom the Pole is railed 
ebouetheir Horizon 66. degrees anda halfe; when the funne commeth into 
the firft point of Cancer on the eleuenth of Iune, they hauea day of 24, 
howers ; nd their night is almoftasan inftant: becaufe the funne toucheth 
their Horizon but amoment for that day. And on the thirteenth of Decem- 
ber when the Sunne is in the firft degree of Capricorne they hauethena 
night of 24. howers, and inamaner but a moment of day, by reafonthat the 
funnetoucheth their Horizon inan inftant,and by and by fetteth , and they 
account this fmalltouch for a day. They which are vnder the Antarticke 
circle haue the cleane contrarie. And thofe which hauetheir Zenith be- 
tweenethe Circle andthe Pole of the world, whilethe Sunne is ‘going to- 
wards the North , that which their Horizon difcouereth of the Equinoétiall 
fhalbe vato them for oneday. And if it be thequantitie of one figne; their 
day fhall endure one Moneth, and if of two fignes , it fhalbe of two: Mo- 
nethes ,and fo for the reft. And he which fhalbe vnder one of the Poles, 
fhall haue allthe yeare long but one day, and one night. In fuch fort, that 
if he were wnder the Pole Artick , thofe fixe Monethes in which the funneis 
going towards the North, fhalbe aday vnto him without night , and the 
other fixe Monethes whilethe Sunneis going towardsthe South, ‘hould be 
a night vnto him without any day. And onthe contrarie, to thofe which 
are vnderthe Pole Antartick: In fo much that halfe the yeare fhalbe vnto 
them a day, and theother halfe a night; by reafon of the roundnes of the 
world , which waxeth feffe and lefle toward the Poles. So their Horizon 
which are neereftto the Poles,difcouereth the greateft part ofthe day which 
thefunne maketh when hegoeth ontheir fide; theearth and water nothin< 
dering them of the fight of the funne, all thetime that he afcendeth and dif 
cendeth, vntil hecommeth tothat place where their Horizon doth not difco- 
uer anything of the Circle or courfe which he maketh aboutthe world; and 
alfo by how much that partis greater , fo much fhallthe day belonger. — 
~Maniedo erre, thinking the increafing and decreafing of daies to pro- 
ceede equally throughout the yeare; becaufe that in deedethey increale as 
much in theone onely moneth of March; asthey did in the monethes of 
Tanuarie and Februarie together. And onthother fide, theyare fhortnedas 
much inthe one onely moneth of September , asthey were afore in Tuly and 
Auguft. The caufeis , for that the Sunne onthe twelfth of March parting 
C3 from 
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from out thé Equinodtiall , and returniug towardes the North vntill the 
twelfth of Aprill, maketh twelue degrees: and from the twelfth of Aprill 
vntill the rwelfth of May, eight: and from the twelfth of May to the cleuenth 
of Iunethat he commeth into the Tropicke , three and ahalfe : which are 
together 23 . degrees and a halfe , which is the greateft declyning of the 
funne. In fuch fortthat he feparateth himfelfe the firftmoneth by thone halfe 
of his declining , andthe fecond moneth a third part, and the third a fixth 
part , And fo the length of the day is equall with the night , onthe eleuenth 
of March ; and fromthence vnto the eleuenth of April, the day increafeth 
thone halfe of his whole increafe ; and from the twelfth of Aprill vntull 
thetwelfth of May, it increafeth athird part; and from thetwelfth of May 
to the eleuenth of Iune, it increafeth a iixth part. In the vteermoft North 
of Mofcouia, the day and the night; are each of them three monethes in 
thetime of the Solftices. During the Summer time ,in May, Iune, and fuly, 
there isday continually; Inthe Winter time, in Nouember,December,and 
Tanuarie, continuall night; In Februarie, March, and Aprill, firftthe day is 
fhort , thenight long: and on the contrarie, in Auguft, the night fhort; in 
October, long. 

_ Of thediuerfitie of Shadowes, there fall out three forts of habitations ; 
which we are conftrained to expréffe in Greeke words, becaufe we haueno 
other: They are,the Amphifcians , Ererofcians; and Perifcians. Amphifci- 
ans are they which hauetheir fhadoweson both fides of them, Northward - 
and Southward; fuch asaré the inhabitants betweene the two Tropickes; 
and vnder the Equinoétial ; asthe Ethiopians, Arabians,and Indians: Etero- 
{cians which haue their (hadowes turned onthone fide, inhabiting the tem- 
perate zones, betweene the Polarie,and Tropick circles ; {uch are towards 
the North,the Spaniards Frenchmen, Englifhmen, Italians, and Greekes: 
Perifcians arethey which haue their {hadowes round about them in ferme 
of milftones ; fucharethey which dwell vnderthePoles,hauing butone day 
and onenight in the whole yeare ,and alway the fametix fignes aboue the 
earth, and the fix other vnderneath. . F 

_Againe, the inhabitants of the earth compared one tothe other, arecalled 
Periecians, Antecians , and Antipodes. Periecians may becalled collateral, 
and arethey which dwell vnder the felfe fame climate, paralelle and Meric’ 

dian drawenthrough the Poles: They hauethis common with vs :Firft,chat 
they inhabite the fametemperate Zone ;fecondly, that at the fametime they, 

hauewinter,and f{ummer,and the other feafons, & the increafing of daiesand 

nights ; but differ in this,that they hauenot the fame Eaft, and Weft,and that 

when it is high noone with vs,it ts midnight with them : Such arethe inha- 

birants of the Canaries, withthe people of China. Antecians are they which 

inhabit thothertemperatezonetowards the South , turning their backes to- 

wards vs,diftant equally from the Equino tial on their fide,as we are on ours}. 
Hauing thena contrarielatitude,they have alfo the feafons of the yete contra- 


riesT he Autumne in Aries, when the Spring is with vs: The winter in Ganees 
: when 
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when we hauefummer;the fpringin Libra,when harueft is here;the fummer 
in capricorn, which to vsis winter; But becaufethey areinthe fame longitude 
they haue at the fame inftant with vs midday and midnight:Such are the Egip- 
tians with the fartheft Africans. The Antipodes fo called; becaufe they go 
with their feet oppofiteto ours,hauing the Horizon & Hemifphers oppofed: 
vnto whom al things are cGtrary; Winter, fommer,day and night;Eaft & weft. 
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cording to the difference of places. 


¥ Enceforward , following our purpofed order, we will {peake of the 
diuierfitie ofthinges according to the difference of places: Where then 
““theheat is neither to extreme and feruent; nor the cold to excefsiue 
dnd tharpe; where there are neither vnmeafurable raines, nor too violent: 
windes; butthefeafons of the yere continue in moderate difpofition there 
is found a conuenient temperature of the aire, holfomnes of waters , and 
fertility of groundes: by meanes whereof the Countrey is made pleafant, 
healthfome,apt to bring forth corneand pulfe, tonorifhe all kinde of plants, 
as wellothers as wilde, bearing fruite abundantly in their feafons ; The 
beaftes,birdes and fifhes arebetter formed, more fruitfull ; and of better taft, 
then elfwhere: But whereas hot or cold,drie or moift doe exceede, they hurt 
every thing and make it worfe.T heEthiopians being neere vntothe Sunne, 
which burneth them withhis beames, are blacke, hauing their heare and 
beard frifled,or curted. Onthe contrary they which inhabite the coldeand 
ycie countries, hauetheir skinne white and foft, their heare yellow and vni- 
zed: boththe one and theother being naturally cruell by reafon of their ex- 
cefsiuecold and heat. T hey are in both countries ofhigh fature, which pro- 
ceedeth ofthe abundance of heat inrefpect ofthe Ethiopians, and of the a- 
bundant moifturein regard of thofe which inhabitethe cold countries. But 
the regions of the meane temperature are very good and fertile; the people 
which inhabitethere, of meane ftature,quicke witted,and well tempered of. 
colour. They are delicatein their maner of liuing,and haue a good fharpeand 
quick witt,readieto comprehend anything. And c6monly the great Empires 
and famous monarchies, are in their hands; which are not foud amongft peo- 
pleremoued fromthis temperature, by reafon of their beaftly fauagenes, and. 
brutith immanity. Likewifethe beafts which are bred inthecoldcoutries,are 
Jumpifhand heauy. And onthe contrary, they are light, that are in the hoate 
regions:the one fort very much differing from the other, both in forme, fhape, 
colours,and properties.T hefithes from feato fea, & the birds from countrey 
to countrey,do differ much one fr6 thother asmay be knowen by the fight of 
thé, & vnderftood by the books, whichare writté of thé.T here is no lefledif- 
feréce amongft herbs & trees,according to the place wherethey are brought 
forth.Forthey which grow inthehagings of hils,cold,dry,& expofed tothe: 
wind, areof greater vertu,thé the others:onthe cotrary fuch as grow on ee 
and 
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and fhadowed places,and waterie, being hid fromthe wind are not of fuch 
efficacy. Alfo the foile,and feafon maketh them ofttimesto fhoot forward, or 
to be backward: Wefee better trees, fuller of leaues, and better ftored with 
fruit in oneterritory then in another:becaufethey likethe placebetter.T hole 
trees which loue the hils are very greatand faire: as Cedars, Firre trees, 
pynetrees, boxetrees,and plaintrees: In the Forefts, the okes,beeches, corke- 
trees, lotetrees,elmes,afhes,and hafeltrees do grow; T healders,poplars,wil- 
lowes, and reedes.on the riuers fides,and in watrie places. Some come nota- 
ny where but in the South Countries; as the orangetree, the citron or lem- 
mon tree,palme or datetree, andthe {icamore: Others in the cold Countries 
as appletrees,atid pearetrees. T he famedifference is found both in herbes,and 
lefler plants thone not growing but in hot countries,the other in cold, others 
in thofethat are meanely temperate. Somegrow in marishes , others in ftan- 
ding waters; T hereare fome which are found ordinarily in moift places,and 
fome in drie; others loue the fieldes, others the vines, and others the mea- 
dowes.Some do better in the vallies,then on the fides of hils, others louethe 
high places expofedto the winde. T here are that findenorifhment along the 
walles of Townes and Caftels, and betwixt the clofuresand ruines of hou- 
fes.Corne coms better in one place; the vinein another , and cattelin an o- 
ther. Theaireis fo temperate in Calecut, thatthereisneuerany plague, but 
continual! greenenes in the herbes and trees,and thereare euery moneth new _ 
fruits differing altogether from ours, yet good neuerthelefle,and maruelous 
pleafant. Thecountrieof Syria chiefely about Damafco,aboundeth with all 
fortof corne, fleth,and fruit, efpecially with newe grapes all the yere long; 
Alfo pomgranats, quinces, almonds, oliues, and rofes of diuers colours, very 
faire andodoriferous, Buttheir apples,peares,and peaches are of an euil taft. 
Inthe weft Indies as well throughout the Iflands, as in the Maine there are 
wilde vines that beare good grapes without induftry or care of man: But the 
kernels ofthe peaches, plums, & cherries,fowen in diuers places theredotake’ 
no roote.Oliue trees being planted there bring nothing but leaues without 
fruit/T he countrey of Babilon is moft fertile in corne; but the vine and fige~ 
tree wil not grow there. In Mofcouia, there is greatabundance of hony and 
waxe, richeskinnes, and exquifite furres: but not any fruit worth the recko-: 
ning.T he Tartarians, and: Arabians haue nothing but cattell. The Moluc- 
caes yeeld the aromaticall druggs of {picery , and inallthinges elfeare barren: 
In one place are the Emerauds, Rubies, Turkoifes and Pearles: In ano- 
ther is Corrall, Ambor, and Chriftall; in one place there is goldfound; in. 
another lead,tinne,and {iluer. Plinie efteeming the wheateof Italie aboue al 
others,both for whitenefle and waight, faith that nature hath thewed her: 
felfe fo friendly towards the Italians, that fhe hath not onely made them ex- 
cellent,in lawes, gouerment offtates,and maners of life,cuftomes and fafhi-: 
ons; but alfo hath giuen themcorne, and many other thinges more excelent 
thenthey arein other countries. In fuch maner hath every countrey his par-- 
ticuler gifts,and {ingularities fo diftributed by the dinine prouidence, which’ 

is care- 
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is carefull of the vniuerfall good of the world, that it cannot perfeuier in his 
:perfection without fuch variery;tothe end that the one hauing neede ofthe 
other they might communicate togither, & fuccour ech other. , 
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teration int Man. 


-T) Vithe Varietie,and alteration is greater in man,then in any other thing; 


-4_ Jas fooneas heis borne he beginneth to dye,and his end dependeth of tie 
beginning.During the time while he liueth from his infancy, cuentil his 
old age,he hath neuer the famethings in him,neither is the fame:butis ftil ré« 
newed,fubiect to change as wel in his body,his heare, fleth,bloud,& bones; 
-asin his minde: changing his maners , cuftomes, opinions, appetites, plea- 
Lures , forrowes, feares, and hopes. Wee learne, forget , and remember 
the fciences.. Wee receaue food into our bodies, and caft outthe excre- 
sment bythe waies and conueiances prepared for that purpofe:alwaies repai- 
ring theincommoditiés of fuch egeftion,by new _norifhment,and by refpira- 
tion or breathing oftheaire. T he little children are foolith, and.oldmen are 
dotards;others are either alwaies foolith,or now and then at the leaft.Others 
-become madd, either in continual feuers, or by fome other accident: others 
with toomuch drinking lofe the vfe of their reafon. Some are naturally 
-more heauy and dull; others more quicke and ingenious; others wifer & bet 
ter conditioned:Bur feeing that they doal participate ofone reafonable foule, 
& hauetheir bodies made of the felfe fame matter; it isa maruel from whence 
Should come fuch variety,as we fee patticulerly in euery one from his birth 
-and generally thoroughout thenations. Wherein it feemeth:that nature ta- 
eth pleafure,to fupply the indigence of man,not only producing euery. one 
more apt for one thing then another; aslearning,armes,and the other liberal 
and mechanical! Arts:butalfo making the people borne in diuers parts of the 
habitable earth,to differ in inclinations, and complexions, =) 24) “h 
MANY learned men -haue affaied to render a reafon ofthis fo admire- 
ble a diuerfitie. Firft thenatural Philofophers, are of opinion that it procee- 
deth of thémingling of the fower humours of which mens bodies are com- 
pounded, the which according as they agree, or difagree onewith another, 
do changethecdplexions,in dif pofingthe natures diuerfly according totheir 
ase qualities: But principally.according to. the proportion of the 
att, being the fountaine of the vitall {pirits, and of the bloud,and gouernor 
-of the affections as it is diuerfly affected or altered :.alfo by thedifpofition of 
ahe melancholick humour;which is'mother of the arts,and-ofal good inuen- 
tions; vnto whom they attribute all the dexteritysperfeuerance,and.perfecti- 
onin them, From thence comesit(according to thisopinion), that menare 
(merry, fi ad,diligét, flouthful,tra table, opiniatiue,gratious,mercifljenuious, 
-fearful,audatious, fooliths light, wife;true, falfe,lyers, quarelours,deceauets, 
withthe.otherlike,and ordinary affeCtions of men;more or lefle, according 
asone humorexceedeth-another. Tothishealpeth much the corrupted eftate 
comonmyyeales,& the talke which isheld both openly .& fecretly, qr se 
; OS OE ! rom 
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from their youth few do think on remedying of it by goodnoriture, dif ciplin, 
and ftudies. Whereunto the Phyfitians do adde eating, anddrinking, with 
exercife, (hewing that they are fufficiently feruiceable to thedifpotition of 
maners. Befidesthe waters, windes, and. aire enuironing ; and that there is 
great difference in the places whichare inhabited: So that commonly the 
Spaniards are proud and haughty;Egiptians light; Africans difloyal;Englifh- 
men and Scots couragious; Greekes crafty and fubtill; Italians wife and wa- 
rie; Frenchmen bold and hardy: And thence is it,that amongftthe Scithians 
there wasneuer but one Philofopher; and in Athens haue ben many. 
THE ASTROLOGERS affirmeall thefe inferiour natures to 
be gouerned,and difpofed by the fuperiors, And that by the mouing ofhea- 
uenallthings here below, are engendred,and diftroyed; or enterchanged one 
into another: Moreouer that by thereuolutions, and influences of the Plan- 
nets afsifted with the other ftarres,there commeth fucha diuerfitieofbodies 
and mindesvnto men: fome being ftirredvp to one action , others moued to 
another,euenas fhippes inthe fea by the windes: fothat they cannot ofthem 
felues either moue or ftirte any waies:Likewife the humors ofthe bodies to 
be moued bythe irradiations of the ftarres,of whom theyreceiue diuers dif- 
pofitions, which thefoule reprefenteth afterward in her actions: Infomuch, 
that in their opinion,none can learne any art, or difiplin whatfoeuer, nor be- 
come excellent therein, ifhe haue notthe original, and caufe of his excellen- 
cy, fromthe heauen, and conftellations. They fay moreouer,that howfoeuer 
the pouertie fituation,nature,and cuftomes of countries, lawes,and ftatutes 
of gouernment,religions,and maners of people do often contrarie their fa- 
tall deftiny; neuertheleffe, that thedeftiny bee it to good, or euill, doth or- 
dinarilye returne to his courfe, and accommodate it felfe as neere as is 
po(sible,to his firft order not denying notwithftanding, but that by good e- 
ducation and laudable exercifes it may greatly be holpen: euen as it commeth 
10 palle in grounds,which by care and diligence are made more fertile: but 
being left waft,do foonereturne to their firft nature.’ | . 
SOME auncient Philofophers confidering,thatin theminds ofmendo 
appeare the feeds of al'dilciplines, with fome knowledge of God, of vertue, 
and of vice, without any former teaching, or inftirution; haue thought, that 


- the reafonable foules were taken and extracted from the Godhead: And that 


beforethey €aine downe from heawen tothe earth (which placeis contrary 
to their diuineand immortall nature) they were full of vniuerfall intelligen- 
ces,and of fciences,which they forgot by the contagion of the body,asfoone 
as they ¢ame todwelftherein: But that afterwards by care, ftudy,and exer- 
cife theyrecouered the remembrance of them : 'T hinking thefe firft fparkes 
and faétilties of themindé;to be quickned and reuiued'againe by learning and 
vie, whichefor that re(pect they called remembrance. ‘That difcourfing, tea- 
‘ina Neat prqnidingy numbring ,inuenting,iudging, and other actions 
ofthe wnderftanding foule, did nor proceed of anyelementatie matter in any 
fort difpofed,affeted jor ordered by the heauenly bodies; but ofamore we 
i: an 
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and fempiternall coming from without, and being feparable from the bodie: 
as the etérnali fromthiecorrinptible. > ie pastas rarsiebaatiee 

THE CHRISTIANS, béing better inftri@edin thetmieth, haud 
not fought the caufe of this variety, either in complexions or conftellations; 
"Hor yet pofted it ouerto the inconftaney of fortune: but reieCting allfuch dé- 

deftiny, fatall necefsitie& hazardous ehance,acknowlédging trulythe world 
to begotierned, by theditine prouidenice; and reducing al theretinté do firm- 
ly beleetie, that God according to his good pleafure, and one onely Spirite 
which doth all thinges in all men, diftributethto diuers perfons, diftin@ 
and different graces,relpeGing ftill, thé’ common good, and preferuation of 
humane fociety:which cannot endure without many and diuers eftatés, char= 
ges,adminiftrations, offices, callings,and workes: in fuch fort preferuing it 
felfe by mutual! fuccour,and reciproeall aide. Butthat thetrue vertuie, ought 
chiefly to be required & hoped for of him, without reiecting either natural 
inclination orgood education. And thattherfore it bchoueth that this natural 
inftinct,of which wehaue {poken, fhould be prouoked and ftirred vp by ver- 
tuons inftitution, which corre€teth the ill ifthere be any,and augmenteth the 
good infuch as are of agood naturall difpolition, guiding by wile precepts 
and counfels, this natural aptnes and inclination vntotrue perfection. Since 


that nothing inthe beginning is perfeét: bur that there goeth alwaies before | 


fometoward difpofition, and after followeth the accomplifhment; As at the 
point of day breake thereis firfta certamne glimmering beforethelight appea- 
reth: In trees the bud, and the fower come before the fruit : In corne 
that is fowen,the blade,and the earecome before the graine. The goodnes of 
nature alone without difci pline isnot wel affured,and difciplinewithourna- 
ture altogether vnprofitable.Euen as in tilling ofthe landto haue good profit 
therof,it isnot enough to hauegood grofid, but it bchoueth alfo thatthe huf- 
bandman be'skilfi:l in histrade & haue good feed. After to confirme thé both, 
and to takea good cuftome which may alwaies remain, perfeuerance, & con- 
tinual exercife are requifite,in fuch workes and ations as concerne that vo- 
cation whereunto oneis called. Asthe dyer being defiroustogiuefome fine 
dyevnto a cloth which hal long time keepe his colour, doth firft wath it and 
Prepare it carefully,and after dyeth it againe andagaine: So to the obtaining 
ofperdurablepraifein any calling wee muft vie neceffarie preparatiues, and 


euen from our youth imprint vertue in our hartes , and our manners bydili- ° 


pent inftruCtion;that it may long remaine with vs, hele meanes ate f eldome 


‘ound altogether : but where they meete fitly and agreably they make men °° 


accomplifhed, and adinirable, fuch as thofe haue ben in times paft, which 
at this day wee fo highly commend and efteeme. Sucharethe Opinions con- 
cerning the varietie which is amongft men; hauing all of thema gréat ap- 
parance of trueth: But heere wée will followe the celeftiall andnaturall 
as the moft common, and that which Prolomey. writeth thereof in thefe 
wordes. The properties of people (fayth hee) hate viually been diftingui- 
thed either by all Parallels and all Angles, or by their ee pees 
7 the 
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theEcliptique and the funne. For the inhabitants of our land fituated in an 
aquilonarie quadrant , which are fubiect to Souther parellels; thatis to fay, 
which are defcribed bythe equino tial vato the tropique of Sommer ; as the 
funne goeth ouer them,their bodies are blacké and in a manner burnt there- 
Shee heirethicke and curled, their faces {corched:they are {lender of fta- - 
tre, hot ofnature,and cruel of difpolition by reafonofthe great heat which 
raigneth in their cofitrey.We cal thé Ethiopians being fo difpofed aswe haue 
faid,and hauing fuch conftitutionofaire, wherein doagreewith themall the 
lining creatures, and things growing of that Countrey. But thofe which are 
ynder Aquilonaric Parallels, that is to,fay,which inhabite fuch places as are 
vnder the North, becaufe their vertical point is farre remoued from the Zo- 
diack,and from the heat of the funne, they abound in cold and moifture: in 
which there is much nourifhment which is not drawen vp by the faid hear. 
By meanes whereof the men there are white of colour, with long haire; 
great of ftature,and well made: but of cold nature,and cruel maners through | 
the vehement cold of thofe places. The fharpnes of winter is agreable here- 
unto and the greatnes of all thinges which growe out of the earth, and the 
wildnes oftheir beafts, we callthem:generally Scythians. Touching them 
which inhabitebetweene the Tropique of Sommer and the North, becaufe 
- the funne goeth not ontheir Zenith nor yet to farr towards the S outh , they 
liue ina very temperate aire, ioyning their houfes together ,& being of gentle, 
and fweetemaners. And fuch of them as are neereft the South are sno inge- 
nious,and wile,and hauc accuftomedto be beft skilled in heauenly matters, 
for afmmich as their vertical point is nearer the Zodiacke , and thewandering 
ftarres which are vnderit: by the familiaritie of which,they haue their minds 
prompt, & readiefor thecomprehending and ynderftanding of affaires, & of 
arts; efpecially oftheMathematickes. Alfo fuch of themasare toward the 
Faft,are more vigorous and firme of vnderftanding,concealing nothing.For 
by right wee fay that theEaft is ofthe nature of the funne: and therefore 
that part of the day oughtto be efteemed as theright fide,the better,and more 
manlike; as we fec in liuing creatures, the right fide to be ftronger and harder 
thentheleft. On the contrariethey which are towards the weft aremore ef= 
feminate, {oft and fecret; for that part belongeth vnto the Moone, which is 
feenealwaiestowards the weft betweene the interlunary fpaces:And therfore 
as thenoéturnal,worft and left fideis reputed oppofite vnto the Eaft. Ariftotle 
afhrmeth that thofe nations are barbarous ea dwel vnder excefsiue cold 
or heat, for as muchas the good temperature ofthe airedoth better both the 
manners and vnderftandings.For the extreme Northern or Southern people: 
are not ciuil by nature,nor gouerned by difcipline, nor conioyned in habita= 
tions, neither do they fowenor plant; helpethemfelues little ornothing witk» 
mamuary trades; exchange in their bargaining one thing for another; not 
knowing the vie of money: but liuing without houfes , townes, and cities; 
wandering continually by great troupes reprefenting great walking Cites,’ 
suyded by diuers headsand Lords,and trailing or drawing after them their 
re ees : little 
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little lodges,or houels,couered with leather, mattes,canes, or coutfe wooll, 
todefendthem felues againft heat,cold,and raine. And without long abode 
in any place,they follow the commodities of the herbage,and water for their 
beafts and cattel, which they bring with them innumerable of divers fortes; 
as Horfes, Camels, Sheepe, and Kine;wherewith they fuftaynethem {elues, 
and with venylon: being deftitute of Corne,herbes,and fruits. Such were,of 
auncient time in the Northern Countries the Scythians, and Satmatians, or 
Sauromatians dwelling in fields or Champaignes infinitely large,and fpaci- 
ous, open, without wood, trees,or buthes, without waies or bounds,on Cha- 
riots Whereonthey placed their wiues,and children, which were therhence 


_ called Nomades,and Hamaxobites.Being ignorant of tillagethey nourifhed 


them felues with flefh and with milke,their land , which was plaine and vni- 
ted being fit for {uch maner of liuing,and being holpen by fundry great riuers 
which running ouerthwart and watering the ground, madeit fat and fertill: 
Vato which Scythians,the T artarians, haue fucceeded Lining at this day (as 
is faid)in the fame manner. Out of this quarter and thiskind of people neuet 
came but two Philofophers, Anacharfis,and Zamolfis,both ofthem brought 
vp elfwhere: howbeit that in Greece there hauebin innumerable, 

ON THE other part, towards the fouth were the Numidians, liuing 
inthe open aire without houfes,alwaies in labour and trauaile, notdrinking 
any wine, and faring fimply and poorely,fecking onely to fatisfie nature, sm 
not to ferue pleafure. Who by reafon hereof were very ftrong whole, lufty, 
and ablemen,and long liued. The Arabians or Alarbians liue nowein fuch 
manner fithencethe comming of Mahomer, !éading withthem their hou- 
fes, villages, and townes wate they carry on Chariots, or on the backe of 
Camels,following the commoditie of pafturage from Arabie, and the riuer 
Euphrates,euento the Atlanticke fea,being very hurtfull to the bordering 
plaines of Suria, Fgipt, and alltheneerer Africke! efpecially aboutthetime 
of gathering corne,and fruits, for they goe downe then bytroupes clofé,and 
thicke: Then hauing taken what they can, they retire with fich fwiftnelffe 
that they feemerather to flie,then torun: and it is not pofsible to ouertake 
them, orto follow them thorough places deftitute of waters:It isa vagabond 
people and innumerable, yet diuided by Nations, and Lordes, called-Schez 
cuil agreeing togither,and hauing no firme habitation: T hey dwel common- 
ly vnder tents and pauilions made of courfe & bad wool;They lime with fleth 
and milke-efpecially of Camels,putting thereunto little rice, hony , dates, 
raifins , drie figgs , olives, and Venifon when they can catchit, going often 
with doges and haukes,to hunt reddeare, fallow deare,Oftriches, and all‘o- 
ther fort of wild game. They are commonly mifhapen,maigre, and leane, of 
imal! ftatute, of taway;and duskith colour, blacke eyed, witha weakeand fe- 
minine voice; wearing no‘other garments but shirts, fauing fome chiefof thé. 
They ridethe moft pait, without fadies,(pursjor thoes on their horfes. Their 
armes are great India canes of x.or xij.cubits long witha little yron atthe end, 
and a little taffeta in manner of a banderoll. Notwithftandnig liuing inthis 
ire 7 Di pouerti¢ 
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pouertie and miferie,they glory that they are firft nations and chiefe of the 
world, in that they wereneuer mingled with others, and haue ftill preferued 
and kept entier the nobility of their blood. Ioannes Leo an Afirican hiftorio- 
grapher writeth that they haue many goodly obferuations of Aftrology, 
which bytradition they deliuer from hand to handto their fucceflours,and 
increafe them daily. : | 

BV T thofe nations whichare in the meane habiration of the world,are 
well difpofed,and inftru€ted both in armes and learning: hauing by nature 
both courage and vnderftanding togither. T hey liuein good policy, inhabi- 
ung houfes,hamlets,parifhes,villages, townes, cities, common weales,king- 
domes and Empires: they haue vnitierfities, and publicke {chooles,in which 
all {ciences are taught; they haute variety of trads and occupations,feruing not 
only for necefsity,but alfo for pleafure,ornament, and magnificence of buil- 
dings,victuals, habits,and armes; they have idgement, reuenew, warfare, 
and religion wel appointed,and maintained. . 

AMONGST theleof themeane,they which dwell neereftthe South 
being naturally melancolick do gine themfelues willingly to folytarines, and 
contemplation, being fharpe witted and ingenious : as the Egiptians, Lybi- 
ans, Hebrewes, Arabians,Phenicians; A flyrians;P erfians,and Indians.W her- 
fore they haue ihuented many goodly f ciences,vnfolded the fecrets of nature; 
found out the Mathematickes,obferued the celeftial motions, & firftknowen 
religion. Amongftthem haue bin found learned Philofophers, diuinePro- 
phets and famous Lawmakers. | 

THEY which drawetowardsthe North, asthe Almains,thorough the: 
abundanceof humour and blood (which doth hinder fpeculation) do apply 
themfelués more to fenfible things andto Mechanical arts,that is to fay,tothe 
finding of mettals,and conductofmines , to melt and forge workes imyron, 
fteele, copper, & brafle,in which they are admirable, hauing inuentedthe vie ’ 
‘of Ordinance, Artillery and Printing: 

THOSE whichdwelinthevery midf, arenot fo naturally fit for the 
fpeculatiue fciences, asthe Southern nations, nor fo apt forthe mechanicall 
wworkesas the Northern people are; but are beft feene in handling publicke 
affaires; and from them are come many good inftitutions, Lawes, maners; 
theart of gouernment or Imperial, military difcipline,and politicke ordering 
.6f a.common wealth, the'regiment of a Shipp or Pilots art, Logike, an 
Rohetoricke. And as the Meridional nations hauenot bin much exercifed in 
carmes,nor the Septentrional in. léarning, thone excelling in vnderftanding, 
thother in force; they of the meane being both ingenious, and courageous; 
embracing both terters, and armes together, and ioyning force with wile- 
-dome, haueeftablifhed. flourithing , and durable Empires,which the other 
‘could not do; foralthoughithe Gothes,Hunnes, and Vandales;more hardie 
-then wife, haue by armes inuaded Europe,Afia,and Africke, neuertheles for 
‘wantof Counfell they eftablithed not any power of continuance . Contra- 
-#ywife the Rotnaifis being both valiant) and prudent > haue fangypated 
wipe nak allna- 
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all nations by the glory oftheir deedes, eftablifhing the greateft Empire and 
of longeft continuance that euer was. And yet haue not been depriued of 
the excellency of difciplines, or of mechanicall workes. Amongit whom 
haue florifhed famous Captaines, good Lawmakers, learned Lawiers, iuft 
Tudges, feuere Cenfors, graue Senatours, ingenious and pleafant Poets, elo- 
quent Oratours, true and elegant Hiftoriographers, wary Marchants , and 
exquifite Artificers. $939: 

CONCERNING the Eaftand Weft, all doe agree, that the Ori- 
ental or Eafterly fituation, inthe fame afpeCt of heauen,and feated in the like 
place, isbetter thenthe Wefterly or Occidentall:and that all thinges growe 
fairer, and greater in thonethenthother. Notwithftanding we fee the We- 
fterne peopleto excell in force of body: andthe others in vigour and fharp- 
_ nesof vnderftanding. Info muchthatthe Weft feemeth to haue fome att- 
nitie withthe Northjand the Eaft withthe South. TheGaulés or French- 
mien haue often fent great armies into Italy ;Greéce,and Afia:T he Italians ne- 
uer ouercame France till they broughttheir Empire to his full heigth and 
force,and that vnder Iulius Czfar who foundethem deuided into factions. 
The Italians ouercame the Grecians without great difficulty. The Grecians 
who bytheir armes had penetrated into the farther Afia, came not farre into 
Italy, but vnder King Pyrrhus who was fhamfully beaten back. Xerxes came 


downe into Greece withan innumerable armie; yetneuerthelefle was ouer- 


come bya feweGrecians, and driuenbacke againe with areprochful,and 
ignominious lofle. oh hich IVA DIAL CA | 

IN REGARD ofthe parts of the habitable earthmany excellentmen 
of war hatie ben renowmed in Europe, few in Aftick,fewer in Afia:which is 
cometo pafle,by reafon thatthefe two laft parts ofthe world haue had one or 
two foueraignities,but few cOmon weales. But Europe hath only had certain 
kingdoms, but infinite cmon weals.Men become excellent,& make fhew of 
their vertue,according as they are employed & aduanced by their Prince, or 


comon wealth. It isthé likly chat where are many potentats, there wilalfo be. 


found manly valiant men: and fewej;wherethere arebut few potentats. In A- 
fia are found Ninus,Cyrus,Darius, Artaxerxés, Mithridates,andafew others 
tobeare them company. In Africke arenamed (leauing outthe antiquitie of 
Egipt) Mafiniffa, lugurtha,and the Captains bred bythe common wealth of 
Carthage: the which yet inrefpeGtof Europe are but few Forvafmuch as 
there are excellent ones in Europe without number, aad morewould be, if 
thofeother were named which bythe malignity of thetime are forgotten. 


For the world hath ben there moft vertuous ; where there haue ben moft 


great eftates tauourersiof vertue; either for necefsitics orfome orher humane 
pafsion. There haueben therefore few:excellent men in Alia, ‘becaufe that. 
prouince was wholy vnder one kingdome, which by the greatnesthereof 
remaining for the moft partidle, they could not there become excellentmen 
for nanaging of affaires. T he fameis alfoin-Africk wherelikewifethere haue 
bimfew,fatie only in the common wealth of Catthage: Thisbeing-alfo obf . 
brit, ; D 2 ued,’ 
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ued,that there are moreexcellent perfonages found in common weales, then 
inkingdoms;in the which vertueis honoured, andinkingdomes fupprefled: 
whence cometh to paffe that ina common wealth the vertuous are cherifhed, 
andinakingdomenotregardeds ais 
Wherefore he that fhall confider Europe hall findeit to haue bin full of 
common weales;and principalities, which forthe fearethey had one of the o- 
ther, were conftrained to keepe in vigour the military orders;and to honour, 
and efteeme of ftich as were beft skilled therin.For in Greece befids theking- 
domeof Macedony there were many common weales; & in euery ofthé were 
bred moft excellent mensIn Italy werethe R omains,Samnites, Tofcans, and 
Gaules Cifalpins;France,and Germany were ful ofcommon weales & prin- 
ces: likewifeSpaine: And although in comparifon of the R omains there are 
few othersnamed;that comsto pasby the malignity of writers, which follow 
fortune,and honour none but the vanquithers: But it feémeth not likely thar 
amongftthe Samnites,and T ofcans which maintained warres Iyo. yeres a+ 
gainft the people of R ome,beforethey were ouercome, there werenot many 
excellent men;and likewife in Franceand Spaine. Butthat vertue whichthe 
writers donot celebratein eater gare ey extoll ibe inthe whole 
nations; exalting euen vnto heauen their obftinate defending of their liberry. 
Itbeing true then,that where are moft eftates , there arife moft valiant men; It 
- followeth neceflarily that where there arefewelt, there vertue fromhandto 
had diminitheth:becaufethere remaineth left occafion to make mé vertuous: 
Wherefore the Empire being fince increafed, and hauing ee ia all 
thecommon weales and Seigniories of Europe,and Africke,and the greateft 
part of thofe of Afia; it leftno way nor meanes vnto vertue any where but at 
Rome; fo thatthere began to be few excellét men in Europe,as in Afta; which 
vertue came finceeuento his laft overthrow ; fora Ghnich as all vertue being: 
reduced vnto R ome; when it wasonce corrupted, euenalmoft all the world 
came to. corruption therewith. And the Northren nations were. of power 
to come, and fpoilethisEmpire,whichhad extinguifhedthe light of others 
vertue,and could normaintaine his owne. Although then that bytheinunda- 
tion of thefe barbarousnations,it wasditided into many parts; yerthe former 
vertue could not yet fpring vp againe,by reafon of the difficulty which there 
is for atimeto refume the former orders being ouerthrowen; & alfo becaufe 
the marier of liuing at this day (confidering the chriftian religi6) doth notim- 
‘pofethefamenecelsity of defending our felues,which was inanciét ume.For 
then,thefe mé that wereouer comein war were either flain,or els remained im 
perpetual bodage, leading amiferablelife:T he conquered lads wereleftdefo- 
date,or elsthey draviethe inhabirats, being{poiled of their goods, like fugitiues 
throughourthe world. Infomuchthatthofe which in wars were overcome 
‘enduréd al extremity of mifery, Being: moued with thisfear,mé alwaies held 
military exercifein vigour, & honoredfuch as excelledtherein. But at thisday 
this feare for themoft part:is taken away:for there arefew of digriaanaeie 
flaine, &they retaii€ not long prifohers,the way being eafy pear 
D9 | (d . And 


OF THE VARIETY OF THINGS. If 
_ And although Cities fhould athoufand times reuolte,yet arethey not deftroi- 
-ed,bur the men enioy their goods;and the greateft euil they feareis an impoft 
ortaxe:wheretore they will not fubmitthemfelues to the military orders,and 
entirely beare the charges.of the warre,to preuent thefe dangers,which they 
do not much feare; fincethe prouinces ofEurope are reduced tofo fewe 
heads inrefpect of thetime paft; AllFrancebeing fubiectto one king ,Spaine 
to another, and Italy. diuided into partes. Infuch-fort, thatthe weake Cities 
are faued by aflociating them felues with the vanquifhers ;, and the other ¢- 
ftates bythe forefaid reafons donot feare their vtter overthrow. Touching 
the Almaines and Switzers , becaufe there were amongft them many com- 
mon wealths,and Seigniories,being iealous.of their eftates,,and conftrained 
to maintain them by exercifeofarmes,they haue brought forth whatfoeueris 
eood at this day in Milirary difcipline,in thefe parts. Moreouer men in their 
Bod and norifhmentjareno lefledifferent,according tothe diuerfity of coun- 
tries then in other things; eche countrey hauing his peculiar meates , and:a, 
feueral kindeof drefsing, preparing, fauouring, faulcing, rofting,and boy- 
ling them: And in eche feafon of ab yere nature yeldeth newe meates both: 
by feaand land. Asthen there are found diuers forts of food; fo-arethere allo 
- divers manets of liuing, both ofbeafts,and of men. For being not pofsible for 
them to line without nourifhment,the difference thereof maketh their maner 
of liuing to bedimers,and different.So that of beaftes,fome live in heards and 
flockes; other feperated hereandthere, as is. moft expedientfor purchafe of 
- their liuinies And fome of thé feed ontiuing creatures,otherson truits,others 
on every shies fo that nature hath feuered their lives according to the com- 
~ modityand choice of thefethings.Bur for as much as naturally euery creature 
hath not pleafure inthe felfefame, but fomedelightin onething and fome in 
another: forthis caufe doe the liues of themdiffer which eate liuing crea- 
tures,and which feed on fruits. Likewife thereis.a great difference betweene 
the liues ofmen; The Idler fort ginethem feluesto pafturage, feeding on tame 
beafts, without paines; or trauaile: but becaufeitisneedfullfor them torre- 
moue their cattaile from place to place for pafture,they are conftrained tofol- 
low, exercifingas itwerealiuely kind of husbandry. Sometiueon hunting 
indiuers forts: as fomeontheir pray; others on fishing , as they which liue 


neere vito lakes,pondes,andriuers;and fuch asborder on the fea; others on, 


birds,and wild beafts, which inhabiteneere vnto the woodes ; The poore 
thoroughout the wide forefts, and: high mountaines,liue on roots, akories, 
and wildfruits: notwithftanding the:greateft part of men liue of the earth, 
and of fuch fruits as they findeathome. Sothar the manners oftiuing vied a+ 
mongftthem,are pafturage, tillage, hunting, hauking; fifhing, and fouling: 
Othersby mingling ofthele do Ime better at eafe;shelping their life ( whic 
hath need.ofmany things) with that which it wanteth, tothéndto hauefut- 
ficient: As fomev{e pafturageand hauking others ioynetillage with hunting; 
and fo the other kinds of liuing according as necefsitie conftrameth them, or 
delight and pleafure prouoketh them. 3 

; D3 The 
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The Canibals euen at this daydo eaté mans flefh rofted; likewifethe other 
Sauages eatetheir enimies whichthey hauetaken’in wars: The Arabians 
feed on Camels,and Oftriches, bread of Millet and rapefeed pilled. T he Tar- 
tarians on raw fleth indifferently,ofdogs, horfes, cats,{nakes, and firch other 
beafts: whichthey do only prefle betweenetwo ftones to draw out the bloud 
thereof, or‘elsdo mortifie it on the backe of a horfé when aman is on him. 
They drinke mares milke; preparing itin fuch fort that it refembleth white- 
wine, & it is not much vnfauoury,nor of ill tat: TheC athayans alfo.cate raw 
flefh, cutting it firft in {mall peeces,then they conferue it in odoriferous oyles, 
withgood fpicesjand then do eate it fo prepared. T heir drink is madeof rice) 
with diuers {pices; which hath a taft more delicious’ & pleafanr then wine, 
and they which drink more then enough thereof, are fooner drunk then with 
wine. The Medites hauing neither cornenor wine, vie great hunting in the 
fummer time; & taking both of wild beafts,and birds: wherof they maketheir 
prouifionto liue'in winter.And in fomeplaces they make bisket of fithes, dri- 
edand cut in {mal peeces,which they beate,and bray into powder or flower, 
then they temper it with water, make paft thereof,mould it,and make it inte 
loaues of bread, which they dry in thefunne; & liuethereofall the yere. The 
people of Calecutliue onrice,hthes,fpices,& fruits altogether different from 
ours: T hey drinke wine of palmes,and of dates mingled with rice, and fugars 
Throughout althe weftern Iflands they make bread ofakind of wheat called 
Mahiz,and of aroote named Iuca: which are ordinary feeding afwel in the 
Iflands,as in the maine land:T hey make drinke of certain Pineapples which ° 
thecal! Ya yama;which is holfome;burbecau(e it is to fweet, it is not fo plea- 
fantto drinke‘as thedrinke of our countries. Itwould be too long, & tedious, 
to recite here and fet downe feuerally allthe kinds of liuing ,receiuedof ment 
either for necefsitie,or for fuperfuitie,and delights.» >: PIOt : HE 
» Therfore thefealready rehearfed as'the moft ftrange, and moft differene 
from ours thal fufficeat thistime. Butbefidesthe commodities and difcom- 
modities of lining ,which men haue in their feuerall Countries; {ome abftain 
from certaine meates, citherby opinion’as the Pythagoreans did, from a 
cow, and fromia beane: orels by religion; and that either for atime; as from 
fleth in Lent, andon fafting daies amongft the Chriftians; or alwaies,as the 
Charterhoufe Monkes;and Carthufian Friers. Onthe contrary the auncient 
pricts of Egipt,thought it agreat fin to eate fifhe,as Herodonis hath wrtiten: 
Fhe Egiptians abftained.alfo from{wines-flefh,asthe Iews do atthis day,and 
the Mahomerans, who moreover wilidrinke no wine! T he Malharbians,and 
Guizeras do eate nothing that hatly blood; neitherkilthiey any thing that hath 
life: Therefore they neither eate greene herbesnor newe fruit, thinking thae 
thereis life ituthem,and tharitis a great offence tomakethem die: They wor- 
fhip Oxen; and abftaine from eating them as the Iewes do from fwine:The 
others being nerfo fcrupulous do vie indifferently all kind of meates which 
they:can comebysc2 Sisizlssori ch edibies3¢ vn ino hoe € E ( 
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sc PW 258 TIO vo of People. 
7 T feemeththatchere is in men fome natural defireto chaunge their habi- 
eee and dwellings; hauing a mutable mind, impacient of reft ; and 
defirous of nouelties: By reafon whereof, they ceafenot fromgoing one 
to an other, changing of maners, tongues, letters, lordfhips , and religions : 
Few countries are inhabited by the true originaries : almoft all! Nationsare 
mingled. In auncient time the Egyptians dwelt in Babylon,Cholchis, Syria, 
and Greece; The Grecians in that partof Italie , whichis next the lower 
fea; the Tyrians in Afrike the Africans in Spaine; the Phocians in Gaule; 
the Gauiles in Greece and Afia; the Macedonians in Syria, and Egipt : So 
hauethe Arabians paft ito Perfia, Syria, Afrike, Italie , and Spaine: So the 
Tartarians into Scythia: Sothe Spaniards into America,to Peru,and into the 
Eaft, and Weft India: The excefsiue heates, and coldes, thedeepe feas , arid’ 
large riuers the high mountaines’, the great woodes , and deferts , can not 
lec them from changing their dwellinges : Notwithftanding , they remoue 
commonly out of cold Regions intotemperate; as the Parthians and Turks 
haue done on the fide of Alia; andin Europe the Cymbrians, Sicambrians, 
Saxons, Gothes, Lombards, Burgundians, Frenchmen, V andales, Normans, 
Alanes, Hunnes, Hungarians, and Slauonians: which at diuers times going 
out of the North, haue poflefled the principall regions of Europe. Others 
hauing long ftraied and wandered;do nor make choifeof their habitation;but 
ftay at the firft place where they find themfelues wearie ; being not ableto go 
any farther: Others get it by force of armes: Someftraiers perifh bythe way; 
others dwell where their pouertie leaueth them; and they hauenot all the 
famenecefsitie to abandon their Countrie,and to feek a new . Some by ftran- 
2¢ armies being beaten out oftheir owne,inuade fome other : others being 
oppreffed with ciuilfedition ; others being iricreafed to‘an ouergreat multi- 
tude ; others by peftilence; or by barrennes of their land; and others hdping 
to recouer abetter . Howfocuer;all vfurpers haue accuftomed,to abolythas 
muchas lay in them,the dignitie,and memorie of their predeceffors , afwelf 
for enuie,hatred,and contempt, as for ambition,to thendto make their name 
onely from that time forward to flourifh: as the Medians did , vlurping the 
Lordthip ouer the Affyrians ; the Perfians ouerthe Medes, and Egiptians ; 
the R omains ouer the Gaules,Spaniards,and Africans ; the Gothes and Van- 
dales ouerthe Romains ; the Arabians ouer the Perfians , Foiptians, & Afti- 
cans : whichat this day alfo the Spaniardsdo in thenew found Lands; and 
the Turks in thofe places which they get on the Chriftians ; deftroying their 
buildings, titles, letters, bookes, hiftortes,and feiences. ; 
: PES Vv Pers Ss TT vp Ee 
: tg of Townes | 
Ome Towns and Cities begin, others end, others increafe,& others dimi- 
nifh:coming of little to be great; & of great little: fomeare ouerthrowen by 
warresjothers by fedition, others by long peaceturned into loofenes;or by 
pompe 
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pompe and prodigalitie,pernitious to great riches ; or by cafuall chaunces of 
fire , inundation of waters, or Earthquakes sor els by old age, which con- 
fumeth allthings, Niniue fo great, fo faire ,and fumptuous , was diftroyed 
by Arbaces ,and the Medians; Carthage by Scipio , and the Romaines: 
By tract of timethe greateft part of Babylon hath bin turned vnto tillage,and 
at this day is nothing; or els hath chaunged his name: Athens is reduced into 
alittle village ; Troy into: Champaigne : lerufalem fo famous throughout 
the {cripture , hath bin often diftroied , and reedified: Thebes was fometime 
the faireft Citic, not onely of Egypt,but of the whole world; the magnifi- 
cence of which was diminifhed by the increafe of Memphis: And that of 
Memphis , by the edification and augmentation of Atexandria, holden for 
the chiefe or fecond Citie inthe world. R ome began when Babylon ended: 
and Conftantinople is growen vp by the fpoileof Rome ; the Empire being 
tranfported thither with his chiefe forces, andriches.. Lions firft fcituated 
ona hill , was burned , then reedified below :Eliceand Buria drowned. In 
auncient time there were in Candie 100. Townes, which are now reduced 
vntothree. On the contrarie, in Germany there were no T ownes :thereare 
at this day the faireft, the ftrongeft , and beft gouerned that are any where. 
The Arabians and Tartarians march by great troupes , reprefenting great 
walking cities .In other places are feen veriefaire Cities;which were notin 
former time: As Cair , Alep, Tauris, Mosko, Prague, Cracouia, Nugradia, 
Antwerp , London, Lifhbon, Paris, Roan, Mexico in Temiftiten, Venice, 
Gambalu, Quinzay , Meace. in Gyapan , Malach, and Ormus.. | 


‘THE VICISSITVDE OF COMMON © 
. Weales , Kingdomes , and Empires. 


7: Hefirit and chiefeft forme of Ciuil gouernmentisa MonarchieeréCted 

_ 4) maturally,which by good eftablifhment begerteth aKingdom,or R ojal+ 

-. ue; but when aR oialtie falleth into thofe vices which are neereft it 
as into Tyrannie; of their abolition arifeth Ariftocratie, which is common= 
lie chaunged into Oligarchie. And when the Communaltie reuengeththe 
iniuftice of the Gouernors, there followeth aDemocratie; by the outrages, 

and iniquities whereof ; isagaine ereQed the Ochlocratie. Such isthe na- 
turall reuolution of gouernments , according vnto which the eftate of the: 
common wealth is chaunged and tranflated ; and againe rerurneth to the: 
fame. Y fthevertue of commaunders were alwaies alike, the affaires of mem: 
would go better, and more certainlie without being tranfported to and fro, 
and inceflantly altered ; for au€thoritie is eafilie maintayned by the fame 

meanes, by which it is gotten: but where-for diligence idlenes ; for conti- 

nencie and equitie, couetoufnes and pride do take place: there the fortune 
chaungeth withthe maner.of their lyuing . Wherefore the Kingdoms and? 
Empiresare tranflated continually from the lefle apt and able, to thofe thar, 
more ; chaunging from familie to familie, and from nation ro nations ‘As by 
es the 
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the variable courfe of the Moone is gouerned the great Sea, mouing or ap- 
pealing his waues; aduauncing or withdrawing the flowing , andthe eb- 
bing of the tydes: fo are by the vnftabilitie of fortune ,and mens want of 
wifdom;publike ftates increafed ; diminifhed; exalted, abafed, changed, de- 
ftroied, conuerted, and put ouer, from fome vnto others: thofe that are beft 
gouerned; hauing their power more aflured;and durablethen the reft: and 
yet none being perpetuall ; for afmuch as they are corrupted in length of 
yeares , whatfocuer ee orders there are at the beginning : if heed be not 
carefully taken in reforming them often, and redticing them as much as is 
polsible to their firft integritie. We fee that a Lordthip well founded doth 
profper atime, bythe goodnes ofthe gouernment , and goeth from good to 
better, drawing in aright line towardsthe midft, or the higheft of his true 
politique courte : afterwards declineth from high ro low, or fromthe midft 
to theextremitie . True itis that where thone endeth , thotherbeginneth, 
and is aduaunced by theruyne ofthe former: or many {mal are reduced into 
oné great ;and that great one diuided intoleffer. 


THE VICISSITVDE AND 
| . variety of Tonenes. 
Tkewifethe Tongues, words, writings, and Chara€ters , are continu- 
ally changed, hauing no better hap, then other humaine things, which 
do change ordinarily, with their words : namely; maners of liuing,both 
publike, and priuate ; cuftomes, meates, lawes, habits, and garments, edifi- 
ces buildings , armes, engines, and inftruments. They haue a beginning, 
continuance , perfection , corruption, and alteration. Someare altogether 
loft; others do fj ring out of the former , beeing corrupted , and mingléd: 
others after they faire bin longtime difanulled , are reftored. They are main- 
tayned with their proprietie, fweetnes , and elegancie: with the {ciénces 
which are written in ne , thorough the power and greatnes of Empire ; 
and by religions: with which meanes they are largely F read abroad in di- 
ters Countries,and eridure long : as alfo they are loft by the contrarie. 


Ed ero a teks OW DC TS SSE NED by 
Ps at purest ts of Artes: . ie 
Y the fame order and interchangeable courfe, the Arts and Sciences 
[being {mall at beginning, do augment by little and little, and come vp 
to their, perfection : whether after they are once come, they fall eft- 
foones , and finally perifh thorough the flouth of men, or by the calamitie 
of warres long continued, or by the tyrannie of barbarous people : Then 
when they haue bin. 4 while let downe , they arife-againe ; and fuccefsiue- 
lie recouer their former ftrength, Which hath given, occalion to fome ex- 
cellent Philofophers , and Aftrologers to thinke , that the fame Scien- 
ces haue.fundrie times bin. inuented, before , time, out of minde , and loft 


againe;; 
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againe ; asthey may be againe alfo in time to come: feeing that power and 
wiledom leaue not long each other ; but ordinarily keepe good companie 
together. As I haue obferuéd within thefe three thoufand yeares to haue 
falne out fiue or fixe times at certain feafons;finding the excellency of armes, 
and learning,to haue bin firft in Egipt,Aflyria,Perfia,and Afiatheleffer : con- 
fequently in.Greece, Italie, and Sarafmenia : and finallie in this age,in which 
| we fee almoft all auncient, liberal, and Mechanical arts to be reftored with 
Alt thetongues: after that they had binloftalmoft twelue hundred yeares , and 
bit | other new, inuented in their places: Wherein fhalbé employed allthe dif- 
| courfe enfuing , depending on the former: which we will begin with the 
Tongues, with which are preferued and loft, all humaine arts and affaires. 


The end of the first Booke: 
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vfe and cuftome of thofe that fpeake; beeing receiued , and vndérftood a- 
mongft themby their owne agreement, and confent: From whence pro- 
ceedeth this varietie of Languages amongft men difperled ouer the whole 
habitable earth, being fo {pacious in length , and bredth ; thonenot ynder- 
ftanding thother butby fignes, or interpreters . But if, as thereisin allmen 
one firft principle of reafon , and one common interiour intelligence, it were 
pofsible that there were alfo but one common tongue to ferue in arts, and 
contracts;they would loue oneanother better,by the ceafing ofthat difcord, 
which commeth bythe diuerfitie,and ignorance of tongues; and employ that 
time inknowledge of things,which they are now conftrained to beftow in 
learning of words. Diodorus the Sicilian following the auncient Philofo- 
phers hath written ,that men at the beginning had the found of their voice 

-confufed , and notto be vnderftood ; but that by little and little, making dif- 
tinGtion, they named everything by hisname: And for afmuch asthey were 
then dwelling in diuers partes of the world, they did not vle all one {peach 
and language; whenceit cameto pafle, that they had alfo diffetent Charac- 
ters, and letters. Mofes declareth in Genelis , how the language of all the 
earth was confounded in the building of the tower of Babel; wherehence 
hath proceeded the diuifion of Nations, and the beginning of the diuerfitie 
of Tongues , bythe pride and: prefumption of men. As in trueth itis'apu- 

“nifhment for finne that we hauc fo many ; which are changed vncellantly at 
the pleafure ofthe common people, forging daily new words.; bythebirth 
of which the former muft needes decay: Euen as the feafons of the yeare 
do fpoile the earth'of her flowers and fruites; and do after cloathit anew 
with others , Likewife time maketh words to fall, and vfe maketh new to 
{pring in their places , and graceth them, making them tobe in requeft; vntill 
thar, being by age conlumed by littleand little,they come alfo to die: becaufe 

that inthe end , both we, and allthings that are oursare mortall. But fuch 


change and varietie commeth ordinarily of the mingling of divers Nations, 
and of great faires , and armies; where are people of diiierslanguages, who 
aflembling , and communing together , do continually forge new wordes; 
which do either endure, or perifh , according as of cuftomethey are accep- 
ted, or reiected. . : seins h VEAL EIOBIT US Ligh DSETELLS 
_ And howbeit that fpeech is natural vntomen., yet do they not fpeake but 
artificially; nor do they learne it , but in hearing others {peake : firft their, 
mothers,and their nurfes;and afterwardsthe common people, Wherefore it 
behoueth,that the firftwhich impofed names on things, hauing no other of 
whom they mightlearne them, did miraculoufly learne them in that tongue, 
wherein the nature, and trueth of things agreed with their originals yand 
Etimologies: whichmen euea tothis prefent haue endeuouredto feekeinall 
tongues, in the fignifications of words.T he Hebrewesattribute this honour 
to their tongue, which they accountthe firftand moft auncient ofthe world. 
Herodotus writeth that Pfamneticus King of Egipt, being defirousto know 
which was the firft language, gaue two young children of poore parentage 
' 10 a 
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to aShepheardto bekept,forbidding any word tobe fpoken in their hearing: 
but commaunded they thould be kepta funder ; andthat at certaine howers 
there (hould goates be brought to giue them fuck: which he did foradefire 
hehad to heare what word thefe childrén would {peake firft : And it hapned 
after two yeares , when the Shepheard opened the doore to come in to the 
children, they fell downe both at his feete, and holding vp their handes pro- 
nounced this word, Bec, whichis asmuch to fay as Bread, in the Phrygian 
tongues. And fo it was found, that the Phrygians were more auncient then 
the Egyptians,and their languagethe firft. Vitruuius the Architect, {peaking 
fomewhat groffely of this matter, faith, that whilemen dwelt yet inthe for- 
reftes , in {ome of the thickeft places, the trees fhaken by the force of the 
Windes, and beating violently one againft an other, ftroke fire, wherat thofe 
that wereneere being aftonithed, fled ; and afterwards comming neere again; 
when the noife was ftilled , they found that great commoditie came to the 
bodie by the heat of the fire ; and putting wood into it,fo maintayning it,they 
called thereft ,and fhewed vntothem by fignes, the good that came of it:In 
this firftafemblie, their voices ifluing diuerfly out of their brefts , the words 
weremade as they offred them felues , by the which fignifying oft the fame 
things,they began to {peak at aduenture;; & fo formed the lan uages amonpit 
them. Pythagorasdid attribute foueraine wifdom to him whi firft found 
out names for euery thing. And Plate afirmeth in his Cratilus , that it was 
done by a power , rhorethen humaine : for intrueth man could not of him 
felfe;without the helpe of God difcerne innumerable thinges contained in 
the world by their proper names, which otherwaies had remained vnkno! 
wea : I fay, the Heauen,his parts , and mouings ; thefixed,, and wandering 
Starres; the Elements withtheir qualities; wyndes } rainés’; haile , nowes, 
thunders, and other meteors ; birds, beafts, fifhes, herbs, plants,trees,eraines, 
minerals, ftones, pearles,their natures and properties; feas, gulfes , climates, 
hauens, ports, ifles,riuers, lakes,pooles, latids,countries, people, nations, vil- 
Jages, hamlets , cownes, and cities: The inward and outward partes of the 
bodie; fences, and their obie€ts ; odours, fauours, {mels,and tafts , maladies, 
and their remedies ; infinite humainé aGtions; vituals, garments, lawes, ma- 
oiftrates, iudgments,g ouernments, ceremonies, warfare, reuenewes,tnoneies: 
fo many arts and occupations with their inftruments : fo many perfons with: 
names, and fuurnames , the affinities and alliances betwixtthem. T he contro: 
uerfiealfo in times paft hath bin great amoneft the learned, whether words 
Were impofed atthe wil! and pleafure of them that fpeake, orels by art, and 
natural reafon . The varietie and continual! mutation which is feen in ton- 
gues, made fome think that this impofition was cafual,and arbitrarie, foun- 
ded on the confent and cuftomof men: Others faid, that fichencethe names 
are as inftruments ordained to prefentthings vnto vs, which donot chaunge’ 
thorough our opinions; but according totheir natureremaine alwaies inthe’ 
fame order ; alfothat the truenames did not chaunge after our pleafiire: bur: 
vere aereeablero the things fignified , whofe eflence, and sais oc 
f : di 
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did imitate ; being, firft conceiuedin mind, afterwards expreffed in found,and 
voice, and then written by letters and iillables, Which opinion fome haueto 
farre belecued, that they haue gone aboutto enquire, and fearch out the pro- 
prictieof things, bythe proprietie of words; ard to infinuate fo far,by the fe- 
cretwertue which they deemed in them, asito\do miracles in pronouncing 
them;and to heale the difeafes both of bodie,and mind therwith: Aridthat 
whichsmore,they haue affirmed,thattherearefome inticated by didinein- 
fpiration;meaniag amongftothersthe nameofG O D,whichis pronounced 
by fowerJewters onely in moft languages In which they fay fo manie,/INatis 
ons could not agree, without fore maruailousmyiterie ofthe diuinitie arris 

_Iftheimpolition, propertie,and vertue of names be admirable,the inten: 
tion andvfe of Letiersis nolefle; andto hanefound ameas to comprehend 
in afew.notes, fuch a multitude,'and varietic-of founds , and.voices»of men. 
Bythemare writteathe things of greateft;profit vnto the world;as theiawes, 
feateaces of Iudgés,teftaments y.contraéts,,and other fuch things neceflarie 
for the vnderftanding of the life. of man: ‘T hofe which have bin long time 
deadare reaiued ‘in the memorieof the lyuingy; and they-which ate many 
miles diftant a funder, commune withtheir abfeat friends, asifthey were pre- 
feat :T he facred Bookesofthe holie Scripture; and word of God , are: pre: 
ferued bythem the fentences.of wife men,philofophy, and generallyall fei 
encesare deliuered.ouer from handto hand tothe {uruiuoss. Some haue cas 
uiledatthis inuention, as T hamesking of Egipt (in Platoes Phadrus) who 
made anfwereto T heut (boafting himfelf.therof) that hehad -not found ya 
remedie or help for memory ,but for remembrance.T herfore,the Pyttiagore- 
ans,anid the Freach Druydes did:writenothing; but deliuered oneto another 
their myfteries without writing ; to thend thatthiey fhould not exercife their 
memorie the lefle,thoroughthe confidence of letters: Notwithftanding, ex- 
perience (which is Miftres of things) hath manifeftly opened their errour;for 
afmuch as by writing nothing ; the memorie of their doGtrine in proceile of 
yeares thorough mansimbecillitie is veterly loft, no apparance ; or auncient 
mark therof remayning at this day. by datreda? ying airs 10 
- InJike maner the Hebrewes fay of their Cabal,that it was firft giueri by God 
tothe Patriarchés,andto Moifes, afterwards tothe Proph ets:not written, but 
reisealed fuccefsiuely,and giuea from hand tohand,by the oneto the other. 
Butafterthey were deliuered from the Captiuitie of Babylon by Cyrus,and 
that vnder: Zorobabel they hadreedified the T emple:thea E fdras whoalrea- 
die hadreftored the books of Moifes ,fore-feeing, that hisnation amongft fo 
many calamities; flights,banifhments,and mortalities, vnto which it was: ¢x- 
pofed;could notat length preferueand keepethe fecreats of that celeftialdocs 
trine revealed to ther from aboué, and preferred before the written Law; 
except they did writethem: he gathered whathe could of the wife men then 
furviuing,and reduced it into feuentie Volumes. oy) ideriftent 

Letters then being moftneceflarie ;afterthey were inuented , they whiclt 
confidered them neereft ; diuided them into ae , and Confonants; then 

(£1999 i? 2%, fi ) rl enaul mix pi ye date 


ae 


~ THE SECOND BOOKE: 

into halfe vowels, mutes, aiid liquids: calling that art Grammer, which ferued 
toknow,to difcerne, andtoaflémble them: to make fillables ,»hounes; verbs, 
and fpeach. And although'Plinie, building on the authoritie of E pigenes, 
thinketh the vie of letters tohaue bin eternal (that is tofay, without begin- 
ning) neuertheles,he is gainfaidih that,by other Authors. Philo thelew im- 
puteth the intierttion of the Hebrew letters to Abraham; Eufebius to MGifes; 
and others vnto Efdras. lofephus faith, thatthe children of S eth,the forine of 
_ AdamyereQed two Pillars; th cone of ftone, thother of earth, inthe which 
they ‘wrote the arts inuented by them :andthatthone of ftone was yet in his 
timeremayning in Syria. Cicer6 'attriburéth the Egiptian letters to Mercury, 
and the Phrygianto Hercules Limieafcribeth the Latin toEuander the'Arca- 
dian,-;whom he calleth venerable by the thiracle of letters? Cor. Tacitus the 
Hetrurian Setters to. Demarattts the Corinthian: The Slauonians attribute 
theirsto S.Iherome,who they fay tranflatedinto their tongue, the old & new 
Teftament. T he Bifhop Gordian gaue letters ta the Gothes. The auncient 
Frenchmen which firft poffefled both the Gauls, had three forts of letters,dif- 
fering thone fromthother: The firlt inuéted by Waftald; the other by Dorac; 
thethird by Hiche. T he Nortsaris had theirs alfo defcribed by Bede. Inliké 
manermany Nations haueinuentednew Characters, haue changed,and-cor- 
rupted theold;asthe Slauons thofe ofthe Greeks;the Armenias of the Chal 
dees; the Chaldeés ofthe Hebrewes; the Gothes, Lombards,Spaniards, Ger: 
mainsyand Frenchmen thofe of the R omains , The other Hetrurian letters 
which arefeen yeratthis day inthe ancient fepulchers,are altogether vnkno- 
wen: Others fearching the fameyet moredeéply , and fetching it farther off; 
affime that they werefirlt inuented by the Ethiopians, who deliueredthemto 
the Egiptians;theEgiptians tothe A flyrians,the Affyrians to the Phenicians; 
the Pheniciansto the Pelagians;the Pelagians tothe Latins;the Latins to the 
Italians, Frenchinen, Spaniards, Almains, Englifhmen, Scots, Noruegians, 
Suecians, Polacques;and Hungarians. 

The Characters of theletters are no leffe different then thetongues;& can 
not ferueany tongue but that wherunto they were ordayned ; nor reprefent 
the entier, & natural pronunciation, no, not of their owne’; which changeth 
not onely from towne to towne; bucalmoft from villageto village; for Greek 
could not bewritten in Latin letters , northe Latin in Greek letters: andthe 
Greeks and Latins do not alwaies pronounce asthey write ; buttomakethe 
found of their words fofter,do change the pronounciation of fome letters,ta- 
king thone for thother : whereof ther is a complaint made in Lucianto the 
iudgment of the vowels.Suetonitiswriteth of Auguftus,that he obferued not 
the Ortographie fet down by the Gramarians, but feem rather to leaneto. the 
opinié of thofe, which think that we oughtto writ as we fpeak:In the which 
howbeit he were followed, yet could henot with his imperial authority,and 
ineftimable power preuaileagainft cuftome: And therfore wonder at fome 
Frenchmen, whonotconfidering that in Grammer,thereis more obferuation 
thé reaf6; & thar it behoueth in fuch thingsasare{peking, writing, & pronoi- 
cing, with nature to mingle cuftom (which as Quint. faith, isthe moft en . 

WILEEES 


Miftrefle thereof) haue of late intruded themfelues, aflaying to reduce the 

writing of that language ( which they hauecleane turned vp-lide downe) 

wholie to the pronunciation ; without thinking that the French doe vie 

ftraunge letters ; which if they could neuer thoroughly fatistie their owne 
tongue, but becaufe of their defect haue bin often changed , and augmen- 
ted ; how fhould they then fatisfie another ? In fomuch that it feemeth to 
fometo beea thing impofsible ,thata people hauing a peculier tongue of 

their owne fhould vie ftrange letters, but with great difhicultie; as we fee in 

the Dutch and Englith, vfing Latin letters ; and in the Turke, and Perfian, 

which vfethe Arabian. As alfotheyareof opinion, that the hiftorie of one 

Nation,can not conueniently be written in an other language, then that of 

the fame countrie; inducedtothink fo bythe Romain hiftorie , which be- 

ing written in Greeke , feemeth no more to be Romain: efpecially where 
there is queftion of cuftoms, lawes , magiftrates, moneyes , reuenewes, and 

ceremonies : wherein the Grecketonguebeing otherwiferich and plentiful, 

feemeth rude, & barbarous, wherethe latin is fine and eloquent. The fame is 
befalne tothe Greek Hiftorie, written in the Latintongue : and likewife to 

theFrench madeby Gaguinus,Paulus Emilius,and others, reprefenting lit- 

tle, and ill to the purpofe , theaffaires of Fraunceina ftrange language,vied 

onely now a daies in {chooles: whereas Froiffard’, Monftrellet, Phillip de 

Commines, Guill. and Martin du Bellay are found large and conuenient. 

Buttothend notto digreffe from our commenced purpofe, I will returne to 
fpeake of Letters. The Hebrewes and Latines hauetwentieand two; The 
Slauons, and Iacobites two and thirtie; T he Armenians 38 ; The Abifsins or 

Ethiopians 47; The Arabians 31; The Chaldeans 28: The Latins, Greeks, 
and other inhabitants of Europe, and the Indians of Malabar, hauing pecu- 
liar letters of their owne,do write from the left fidetowards theright; The 
Hebrewes, Chaldees, Arabians, and generally all the Afiatickes , and Afri- 

cans, fromtheright to the left , imitating the mouing of the Heauen,which 
is fromthe right hand tothe left, and ismoft perfect according to Ariftorle, 

approching neereftto the vnitie, which of Plato is called the motion of fimi- 

litude,or of vniformity;T he Cathayans,or people of China, & Tapania,from 
aboue downe-wards , faying that therein they follow the order of nature , 

which hath giuen to men their heads placed aboue, and their feete below. 
Diodorus the Sicilian writeth , that ina certaine Ifland found towards the 
South by Iambolus, thinhabitants did not write from one fide tothother as 
wedo, but drew their lyne ftraight from aboue downwards, hauing 28. let- 
ters innumber , according to the fignification which they giuethem. Other 
maners of writing there can not be; except one would write a crofle, or 
~ ouerthwart. T he Eaftern, and Southern nations do vfe points; the Greekes 
their abbreuiations ; the Latines their titles; the Egiptians in holy things did 
vfethe figures of beaftes for letters, which they called Hierogliphicks . The 
moft Auncients did write ,inthe rynde or barke of trees ,and intables, and 
Jeattes of wood: others in Palm-leaues,according to the commoditie of their 
nor FBI countrie; 
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countrey ; others inlead. Their mifsiue letters , or Epiftles were written in 
tables of waxe;the Lawes,and other durablethings were engrauen in brafle, 
or copper: They did write alfo in fine linnen cloth. Themperor Commodus 
vied the fine bark of the Lindentree,called of the Latins Tylia, or Philyra: 
Others the rynds of a littletree called Papyrus, (growing in the marifhes of 
Egipt) which werethicker : from whencecame the name of Paper vied at this 
prefent: which is made of old raggs of cloth, fteeped along time in water,and 
braied inthe mill after brought intoa kind of paft,which being ftretched out 
ona gredyron of brafle,tothend to drie it, & being put betwen locks of woll, 
and prefled,after itis a littledried,becommeth fine,{mooth,thin,& white pa- 
per: we vfe Parchmin alfo more ftrong ,& durable then paper, which ismade 
‘of fheepskins, goatskins , and calueskins, coried and drefled by the Leather- 
dreflers,and parchminmakers. Herodotus in his T erpfichore witnefleth, that 
they vfedthefeskins to write on in histime. And Tofephus {aith, thatthe holy 
Scriptures were firft written in them, M. Varro thinks they were firft found 
outat Pergamus a Citie of Afia, (from whencethey yet take theirname) at 
fuch me asthetwo kings, Prolomeus,and Eumenes ereCtedtheir Libraries; 
enuying one the other . Diodorus the Sicilian writeth, that the letters ofthe 
Ethiopians were madeafter the likenefle of fundrie beafts;and the extremities 
of ditiersmembers of man; and of diviers inftruments and tooles of artificers, 
and their intentions, & words werenot exprefled by compolition of fillables 
or letters; but by formes,and figures of Images; whofe fignification remained 


vnto them by vie in the memorie of men: for they would fet downe aKyte,a 


Crocodile,amans eye,ahand,aface,and other fuch likethings:T heKytefig- 
nified athing foone done, becaufe he is one of the fwifteft birds; and this cha- 
racter is properly applied to home affaires which are {peedily difpatched;the 
Crocodile did note fome euil thing,the eye,an obferuer of Iuftice,and agard 
or watchman ofthe bodie; the right hand with the fingers ftretched out,be- 
tokened libertie, or liberalitie ,and theleft hand clofed,was hardnes and gree- 
dines. After this maner the figures of other parts of the bodie,& formes of cer- 
tain inftruments, did notifie fomeother thing amongft thofe Ethiopians,who 
retayning it thorough long practize in their memorie,did readily vnderftand 
what the faid figures ment,and fignified. SLY) GO. SUOCB 
Thofe of Malabar,and other Indians dwelling between theriuer of Inde, 
and Ganges,do yet at this day write in palm-leauies, either greater or lefler,ac- 
cording to the matter which they intend to write: In whole ones they write 
fuch things as they would haue to endurelong; asthe affaires of their R eligi- 
on,and their Hiftories; the other things of lefle confequence, ina quarter, or 
half quarter,afwell on thone fide,as thother. And when they haue written a 
great number,meaning to iointhem in books, they faften them betwenetwo 
bordes, in fteed of thofe forels or couers which we vie; after, as we fow our 
Jeaties, fo dothey tie theirs with ftrings tothe faid couers. For their mifsine ler- 
ters, it fuffifech that the leafbe writté,and rolled vp in it felf,& in fteed of fea- 
ling of it,they bind it with a thred of the palmit felfiT hey vfeto writ withan 
initrumét of yron or wood fharpned,pafsing lightly over the leafnet percing 
Its 
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it , and imprinting thecharaCters of their letters in fuch fort , that they may 
writeon both fides: Thother writings more permanent ; as foundations of 
Churches, arecut in Copper, or grauen in ftone. 

Peter Martyr a Milanois hiftorian , writing ofthe difcouetie of the new 
found lands,made by the Caftilians ; faith that the inhabitants of Collacuan, 
brought into Spaineamongft other gifts, certaine bookes written in the fine 
inner ryndes of trees, whichare found betweene the wood, andthe thicke 
vttermoft barke: And thatthey aretaken {ometimes of willowes,or of Alders; 

which they couered with courfe cloth, and faftned together with cyment, 
and-rubbed over with fine plaifter ; which when it is drie, they write what 
they will onthem . There bookes.arenotmadeby leaues, but they ftretch 
them forth many cubits in length , and bring them into {quare peeces, ioined 
in fuch fort with cyment,or oder, that they are eafieto turne, and feeme to 
be madeof bordes,or tables of wood: and wherefoeuer they are opened, 
there appeare twolides written, inmaner of two pages :as much there is vn- 
derneath, ifthey be nor ftretched out in Jength , becaufe that vnder one leafe 
are many leaues written. The letters and characters are likevnto hookes, 
ginnes, files, ftarres, and other fuch formes; wherewith they write in lines af- 
ter our fathion, reprefenting in fome fort the auncient maner of the Egipti- 
ans, and Ethiopians ; and they paint between thelines figures of liuing crea- 
tures:namely of menas is aforelaid as of Kings and princes; reciting their 
adts. They write alfo their Lawes, facrifices , ceremonies , obferuations of 
the ftarres , and of husbandrie: Boththe vpper,and vnder fideis of fine work- 
manthip , and fuch as when they are foulded vp, they feeme nothing diffe 
tent from ours. They make little table-bookes alfo of bordes of figtreé ; to 
writecommon thines on’; which they can eafilie deface againe . The faid 
Martyr faith alfo, that there haue bin found in Darienna , bookes made of 
the leaués of trees fowed together; and that ar Melfica they vie figures, by 
which they fignifie their affaires , afwell as by writing . Moreouer , that in 
Hifpaniola’, there is found a tree called Coppeia , whofe leafe is as fit to 
write on as paper , with a needle;‘or pin , or a pointed fticke : andthat it is 
to be thought , that this is the tree , in the leaties of which the Chaldees, 
the firft inventors of Letters ,did write their conceits , before the vie of let- 
ters was inuented. The leafe will abide writing on both fidés , afwell as 
our paper it is about twelue fingets broad; and-almoft round; thi¢ker then 
double parchmine; and-verie tough? When itis wet , the letters appeare 
white in thegreene leafe sbut whenit is dried, it Becoms white} and hard — 
as a woodden borde; but then the letters are yellow : it isnetier marred, not 
defaced for wetting ; if it be nor burnt. Paulus Venetus writeth , that in 
the province of Arcadan'( which is fubie®t to the great Chain) there are 
neither letters, nor characters : but that men there maketheir contracts,and 
obligations , by little bordes or tablets ; which they diuide in the mdft; 
and compate afterwardes together , and confer their markes and fignes 
one with the other jandifo doe ackniowledge the caufe of ec 
(yea Ley E 3 alr é 
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The fimple people of thenew found land , not knowing the vfe of Leteers; 
did maruailemuch to feethat Chriftians by meanes of them,vnderftood ona 
an other; and thoughtthat the written leaues did fpeake by their commande- 
meat;and reported their fecrets: in fuch fort , that they touched, and caried 
them with feare ;as ifthere had bin fome {pirite in them ; andthat they had 
{poken by fomediuinitie; and not byinduftrieofman. i pirbse 

T HEmoftcémonkind of writing,which we vie atthis day inthefe parts; 
is with black Inke: which heretofore was madeof the fweat of bathes , and 
furnaces ; burnow of gaules\;gum Arabick,and ryndes of pomgranats ; be- 
ing all fteeped in water of vitriol or copperis beaten into pouder. There is 
vied alfo red ynke ; madeeither of Vermilion, or of the fhauings or fylings 
of Brafell fteeped in ftrong Lye,being yet warme ; and putting alittle Alum 
toit:and Azure made of fome blew ftone or earth; yelow , of goldfand or 
pouder. Alfo one may write with the iuyce of Mulberies, Cheries,and other 
fuchfruidts¢ And that with pennes madeof reedes or canes; fuchas Erafmus 
vied ; or of brafle , gold , or liluer : or of goofe-feathers, fwans, peacockes, 
or oftriches: Without {peaking of the fubtilities of writing with Cyphers 
which Princes vfe; and notes which Cicero inuented ; or with Alum where 
the letters do,not appeare; nor can not beread, exceptthey be dip in wa- 
ter; or with {alt Armoniaek ,iuyce of an orenge, limon, citron, or onyon; 
to be difeouered onelie whenthey are held neere the fire; or with ereale , 


‘cinders ,and coales. Butehe manertowrite by imprinting hath excelled alk 


thereft in readynes, and diligence »difpatching more worke ina day , then 
many {peedie or {wift writers are able todoe inayeare. And fince itcom- 
meth in fo fitlie'to our purpole , we will intermeddle here a little ; and fay 
briefly .asmuchaswe fhall think fit forthis prefent difcourle, ofthat which 
we haueheard, and learned of the moft expert, touching this fo rare, fo pro= 
firable, and admirable Art: to the end; tharif by warres, or other humaine 
milchiefes , and cafualties, the vfe thereof fhould at any time beleit off , yet 
it fhould not bee altogether Joft , but be faithfully kept and preferued by 
bookes, as. it hath faued and preferued manie bookes. “tr ae 

T.O'MAKE CharaGtersfor imprinting, itisrequilite firftto hae pon- 
chions of fteel ,foftned by the fire,on the whichthey graue with coiiter-pon- 


chions hardned , or graning yrons ftecled, the white whichis withinthelet- 


ters : perfecting and {moothing the bodies of them with fyles,wherethey are 
eminent, or vieuen ;nor atthe rightends, but at the contrarie: after they wet 
thefe ponchions in water to Harden them,and then polifh them,and do ftrike 
them into little peeces of fine copper, that haue bin inthe fire: which pens fo 
engrauen;do naturally reprefent the forme of the letters : which the artifans 
do call,firtking ofthematrices:T hen do they iuftify their matrices onmoulds 
of yron,and in the white therof make their caftings, with lead, tinglafle, anti- 
mony, and other mixed maters ; tothe end tohardenthem: and that they mas 
‘endurethe longer. The Letters being thus caft & made,are putin agreat cafe 
or box of weed, ful of little boxes,inte which theyare diftribued, according 
ite Tei to 
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to their feverall forts. From whence the Compofitors (hauing layd be‘ore 
themthe writing which they areto imprint)do takethé one by one;& difpofe 
them by pages and formes, which they put again into othier chafies or frames 
of yron, with one or two croffes, locked or fhut faft with furnitures of wood. 
Then the gouernour of the Preffe taketh thefe laft chafies or fourmes ; and 
Jeteth them onthe marble of his Prefle,then beateth them with balles of wood 
filled with woll, couered with white leather; and foaked orrubbed with 
yoke well mixed and diftributed, placing the leafethat is to be printed, on 
a doubletympan or parchmin (hauinga wollen cloth betwixt them) and a 

-moyftlinnen cloth tokeepe the leafetrom mackling, and putting downethe 
frifquet of parchmin, which couereth the white or margent of the !eafe, he 
maketh the traine ofthe prefle toroule (which refteth onthe cariage) till it 

‘come vnder the vice or {pindie, vnto which the plattin is faftned ; and taking 
the barre in his hand,he pulfeth as hard as he can vntill the leafe be imprin- 
ted on one fide, on which they beftow halfethe day; and the other halte,on 
the other fide; yelding inadaytweluehundred and fiftie fheetes,or thirteen 
hundred imprinted. But before they dothis,they maketwo or three proofes, 
which are resiewed: and on this correction continew the reft. Two men 
are requilite about the prefle, oneto take,to gather,and order the fheetes,or 
Jeaues; thotherto beate onthe fourme whichis on theprefle, and to diftti- 
buteorbraythe ynke on the ftone or blocke: which could not ferue the ' 
turne byreafonofthegreattrauaile reqtiired therein; ifthey did ‘not drawe 
the preflé oneafter the other, and by ttirnes. Two prefles alfo are needful; 
thonefor the ordinary worke; andthother to make the proofes, and reitera+ 
tions: More or lefle Compofitours (that isto fay Collectors of letters togi- 
ther) according as they are great, or fmall, or ina meanebetweenebothiand 
fometimes a Founder ormelteris requifite to renew thelentets. The ynké ig 
made of the fmoke or fweat of oyle, and diffolued in oyle which muft be 
beaten, and diftributed , becaufe of the thicknes; ‘and it would not fticke 
onthe paper if it werenot wett. Others. haue: thought it better tomake let 
ters of copper, faying thatthey are of lefle coft; and yet will endure Jon- + 
ger. Bur experience hath founde that they:are not fo commodious ; and 
thatthey pierce thepaper. Thisis that which wee haue vnderftoode of 
this Art vnknowen heretoforeamongft theauncient Greekes and Romainss 
wherof the Almains attributetheinuentionto themfetues. Notwithftanding® 
the Portugalstraficking onthe fartheft parts oftheEaft,and the North, inte: 
China,and Cathay, lianebrought therehence books printed in the Janguag, 
and writing ofthat Countrey, faying that they haue ved it therealong time: 
which hath motied fometothinke,thar the inuention hath bin brought out 
of that countreythrough TartariaandMofcouia , into Germany,andioalter 
communicated totheteftiof Chriftiandome : and yet not receiuedoftheMa- 
hometiftes; who fupeiftitioufly accounvit agreat finneto writethdir Alcorany 
by any other ineane but bythe hand of than. babys GIGS TLE 
- Almoftall nations haue remained a fong time without letters, which 98 
in 
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bin a caufeof making theantiquities and originals vncertain. T ouching thofe 
bookes which we hauie,there are none of them written aboue 3000. yeresa- 
gone,except the Hebrew,neither isthere found amongftthe Gentils any au- 
thour more auncient then Homer. ThereforetheEgiptian Prieft in Platoes 
Timeus, ,ceprocheth vnto Solon, that the Greekes were all yong of vnder- 
RSE Slee no olde opinion deriued from antiquitie , nor any aged {ci- 
éce.And Herodotus in his Verpfichore writeth, thatthe Pheniciansarriuing 
with Cadmus at Berce,broughtin theletters with them , which the Greekes 
had not before:and as Liuy writeth,they came but lately into Italy:T he Ger- 
man toong was not written in auncient time, and the Hongarian began not 
long finceto be written. The Nomedes of the great Tartaria, and {ome Sa- 
uages of the new found Lands do vie no lettersat all: Butthey haueamongit 
thei, fome matters touching their antiquities not written nor reprefented 
bynotes; which they gitie by worde of mouth fuccefsiuely the one to tho- 
ther.As the Jewes kept a long time the memory of: theantiquities, which Moi- 
fes afterward fet downe in writing continued by the fucceflors of Adam,and 
of Noe, evento his time.And the verfes of Homer, before they were gathered 
in theforme which wefee by Ariftarchus, were learned and fong onely by 
hart. And fo vfed at the firft the Egiptians,C haldees, Babylonians, Greckes, 
Latins, and other nations. ; 

WE hauefaid enough of the impofition of names,the inuention,diuerfi- 
tic, and antiquitic of Letters; themaners of writing, and matters which ate 
written oa, and with what inftruments, and of the Arte of Imprinting: now 
comming againeto our {peach of tongues: I fay that they get reputation by 
their property, elegancy,and {weetenes: by the fciences which are written 
in them, by power and greatnes of Empire; and bythe religions: by which 
mmeanes they are inlarged in many Countries,and endure long;as alfo they are 
fooneloftand decaied by their contraries. 7 
» THE. GREEK E-tonguecame in eftimation by the elegancie, fweete- 
nes,and richnesthereof,by Philofophy which hath bin handled therein,and 

. al. Artsand Sciences. Ithath bin propagated by thenanigations,and Colonies 
ofthe Athenians,and by the armes of the Macedonians, which ruling far'in 
Afia, and namely in Syria, and Egipt, madetheir language to be vnderltood 
inmany Countries: Info muchasbythe faying of Cicero, itwas in his time 
red almoftin all nations. Alfothenew Teftament firftwritten in Greekehath 

nade it knowen in many places. is BAAD bi) 2k pu SIO gM 
col HE:R OMAIN'S no leffe ambitious in amplifying theirtongue 
then their Empire,conftrained the people which they had ouercometo fpeak 
Latin} anddidnotnegociate with ftraungers in any tongue but their owne; 
to thendxospread it ouer all, with mor¢veneration:as Valerius faith in his fe- 
cond bookdefauncient Inftitutions.T hey made their Prouincials to change’ ~ 

_ not onely:theirlanguage, but alfo their maners, and cuftomes; to make them 

more tractable. Afterward the Chriftian religion palsing intothe Welt, and 
viing Latinimthe Churches, and Schodles ; and: confequently’ gids 
pac - imutru- 
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inftruthents,and fentences of foueraigne Iudges;hath prelerued itthorough- 
out Italy; France, Spaine, England, Scotland, Germany, Poland, Prufsia, 
Sweden, Hungarie, Bohemia, and part of Slauonia, The Chriftians in the 
aftjand South Countries,as the Neftorians, lacobites'and Maronites vfethe 
Syrian tongue,as we do the Latin:T he Abyfsins or Ethiopians vfe the Chal= 
daick,in the which they hauealthe holy Scripture; norgiuing crediteto any 
other language whatlocuer. The lewes; wherefoeuer they are thorough- 
outthe world; would neuer confent, thatthe old Teftament which they vfe 
fhould betranflated, but do read, and {finge it in HebrewspraCtizing in their 
‘contracts the tongues of thofe Countreys wherethey dwell. Likewifethe 
Mahomenrifts hauenot fuffred their Alcoran,tobered, orvnderftood in an 
tongue but the Arabian; in which it was written: which refembling the 
Hebrew, Chaldaicke, and Syriack is atthis day largely {pred abroad. For 
althoughthe T artarians, Corafmians, Perfians, and Turkes, hauea diuers 
Janguage trom the Arabian; the Syrians, modern Arabians, and Mores, a 
tongue fomwhatlike it; yet fo is’ it thatthe Arabian-grammer tongue in re- 
ligion, and {ciences, amongft the learned; the ludges,and Priefts is common 
‘to all the inhabitants almoft of Afia, Africke, andthe third part ofEurope. 
Amongft all the languages of Europethereis not any moreample, and large 
then theSlauonian; vnderftood,and {pokenbytheSeruians, Myfians, Bof- 
nians,Dalmatians, Croatians, Slauons,Carnians, Bohemians, Morauians, Sles 
fites,P olaques, Mazouites, Pomerans, Caflubites,Sarbians, Ruthenians, and 
Mofcouites.. Moreouer the Lythuanians, ‘Nugardians, Plefcouians, Smol- 
nians,and Ohaticians beginto fpeakeStauonian. It was alfo familiaramonett 
the Mammelucs,.as it is-at this prefeat in the Turkifhe Court: ted A 
the Tartarian-is vnderftoode thoroughout the Northe ; and apart of the 
Eaft: The Moorith thoroughout Africke; and the Brafilian in the newe 
found Lands. © ark phil: 3109) msrlt.: 
“YET haue nottonguesany better eftarethen other humanethings, but 
euenas buildinges, habites, maners, cuftomes, lawes, Magiftrates, maners 
‘of liuing both publicke and priuate, armes , engins; and inftruments are 
changed: fo are wordes and languages ; which perifhe at length not leauing 
by fuccefsion of timeany apparance of their manner of writing » We haue 
now no knowledge arail ofthe Ofcian,and Hetrurian tongue, T he Prouen- 
Calin times paft fo:much celebrated amongft famous writers , is nor wnder- 
flood ofthe Prouencals atthis day. Theauncient Gaulifh, Spanith, Perfian; 
and Punick languages areloft. retysh cigs ap eoghys obod,. 
ooT HE HEBREW hathioftmuch of his intégritie bythe calamitous 
‘exiles,and often: mutations hapned tothe I ewes vnder divers: Lords: For the 
Afsyrians,Egyptians, Greekes,and R omains raigning ouerthe Iewes, aflaied 
for the hatred they bare to their religion, to diftroy the Hebrew tongue, and 
thebooks of the Law; whichthey caufed all to be burned, as many as the 
could get intotheir hads;& namely the Aflyrians. But they were miraculaul- 
lyreftored againe by Efdras, or Iefus hisfonne thehigh prieft, which ey 
fu them 
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then by hart; and changed the Hebrew lettersto hinder the Iewes from being 
mingled with the Samaritans; which came ofthe Gentils in lury as Eufebius 
reporteth. T hefe letters which the ewes haue fithence vied, differ onely by 
figures,and points fromthofeof theSamaritans ; which are thofe that were 
giuenaforetimeby Moyles. 7 ; 
Butbeing fo manytimes difperfed hitherand thither, intodiuers Coun- — 
tries,and mingled with ftrangers,whofe Captiues, and tributaries they were: 
(as they are yetatthis prefent in what part foeuer they dwell) they haue kept 
few words pure; amongft which are found fome ambiguous, fignifying con- 
trary things, not to be vnderftood but by continuance ofthe{peach, or bythe 
addition, detraCtion, or inuerfion of the points, holding the place of vowels. 
T heir phrafes are obfcure,and full of metaphors, parables, and riddles to bee 
conftrued diuerfly: Neuertheles it is profitable for Chriftians, and efpecially 
for Diuinesto know this tongue, as well for thebetter vnderftanding of the 
{criptures; as torefute more certainly the Iewes, if they happento difputea- 
gainftthem: As alfothe Arabian is neceflary for the conuerfion of Maho- 
metiftes; by reafon whereof it was ordeined atthe Counfell of Vienna, that 
thefetwo tongues fhould be publickly taught in the chiefe Vniuerfities of 
Chriftendome. ) 
THE SARAZENS fpreading abroad by armes with their religion, & 
lordfhip the Arabian tongue, firft they deftroied the Perfian, with the letters, 
and learning thereof; andby the commandement of their Cali phes,they cau- 
{ed the bookes written therein to be burnt; imagining that while the Perfians 
contending before with the Greekes in armes, and learning, fhould haue 
thefe bookes contayning natural {ciences, lawes of the Countrey,and aun- 
cient cerimonies, they couldnot begood Mahometifts: as before the Chri- 
ftians had indeuoured’, to abolifh the bookes of the Gentils , and viterly.to 
deface thememorieof their diuinitie. After thefe Sarazens going into Egipr, 
they. banifhed out of Alexandria the Greek -with the difciplines written 
therein,and out of Africk the Latin; asthe Romaines before had banifhed 
the African tongue, with the learning and. letters thereof. So that nations » 
pa(sing out of one Countrey into another, do changethe maners,tongues,re- 
ligions,and dominions, the victors fpoyling whatloeuer they thinke good 
inthe land of the vanquithed, defacing their titles, anddeftroying fer enuy 
that which they cannot cary away: to ean to abolifhthe honour and ver- 
tue of others; and that none but their owne may be celebrated and {poken 
off. Sodothe Turkesat thisday tothe Chriftiansthey rule ouer:and fo did 
in auncienttime,the Goths, Alans,Hunnes, V andales,S eruiens, T urules, and 
Lombards; whodiuers times conquering Countries whofe languages they 
difdained neither vnderftanding them, nor knowing howtoreadthem, cor- 
rupted them, in making new by mixtion oftheir own with thole which they 
found: infomuclvasthe poore peopleremayning after fch tranfmigrations, 
did fearnethe languages of thecruel, and inhumane vfurpers,to vie in {peach 
vntothem, that fiesboiads be thought the fitter fubiectes.. Moreouer thefe 
; re barbarous 
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barbarous people referring all vnto warte , and contemning all other difei- 
plines, burntthe libraries and all the bookes in them, ynto which the lear- 
ned had recommended all ‘their memorials: in fo'much that with the lofle 
ofthe tongues , there enftied alfotheloffe ofthe fciences which were writ- 
tenin them; fromwhencethere arofe great ignorancein the world which la- 
fted a long tite. In this maner oftheGrammaticall Greeke, proceeded the 
vulgar; Of the Latin,the Italian, French and Spanith; in whichare found 
many Arabian words, byreafon thatthe Sarazens held Spainea long time: 
Ofthe grammatical! Arabian, the Vilar, and Moorifh, vfed trom Syria; 
vnto the ftraights of Marocco; and comming as neere ynto it, asthe Italian 
doth to the Latin: Of the Almaygne,and French, the Englith: The Moore 
which commeth of the ‘Arabian, and the Turke ofthe Tartarian, vrider- 
ftanding on an other asthe Italian, and Spanyarde. And fo of thofe which 
are nowe in vie are others made, andofthem others will bee made in time 
to come. ns af ibis ? : 
> But howbeitthey changevnceffantly; and that inthe farne Countrey and 
language, there appeareth in fhort timea difference both in {peaking, and 
pronouncing:yet euery where there are fomethat-{peake finer,and purer then 
the reft: fuch as werethe Athenians in Greece, the Romains in Italy , and 
the Tufcansthere atthis day; The Caftilians in Spaine, the Saxons in Ger- 
many; ThePetfians in Afia;T he Nobles , and Courtiers in France; where- 
bythe queftion is decided which hath bin debated betweene fome learned 
men: namely whether the auncient Greekes, and Romaines hadtwo lan- 
guages, and whether Plato , Ariftotle, and Demofthenes in Greeke ; and 
Cicero, Saluft, and Cefar in Latin, did write in their mother-tongues. It is 
cettaine, that in Athens there was but one language,and in Rome one other, 
yetthe fpeach of the common people was not fo pure, as that of men of cal- 
ling,and the ciuiler fort; as onemay feebythe Latin of Vitrutius, who was 
a chiefe Mafon, and Cicero who was Confull: Which elegancie,and purity 
of {peech is preferued longer amongft wortten, which conuerfe not fo much 
with ftrangers as themen’; and commonly are more curious to fpeake well. 
Tully inthe third booke of his Oratour,writeth thar in his time,the learning 
ofthe Athenians was loftin Athens; only remaining in that ownethe fchool 
or houfeof ftudies; which wasnot cared for of the Citizens; and the ftran- 
gers enioyed it, which were drawen thither in fomefort by thename and au- 
thority of the citie: notwithftanding thatan vnlearned Athenian excelledthe 
moft learned of Afia,not in words but in found of the voice; and not fo much 
in {peaking wel,as in pronoticing fweetly, Likewife faith hethere isa certain 
voice or accent peculiar,and proper tothe R omainkind,& to the Ciry,in the 
which there is nothing offending, or difpleafing the eare, or fauouring in any 
fort of peregrinity, & ftrangnes;in fo much that the R omains with lefle ftudy 
thenthe Latins,did excell the moft learned amongft thé by fweetnes of voice. 

THEGREEKES dwelling in true Greece, in Italy, Afia, in 
Sicile , andother Iflandes, had fower tongues or fpeeches; T he a 
: Dorike, 


their words were Greeke or Latin, yetthey retained the phrafeoftheir owne. 
Counttey, Infomuch that. {peaking Grecke or Latin they were alwaieskno: 
Wen dive reee asithapneth tothe Englifh & S$ cots,Flemings, Almains; : 
Italians,and Spaniards, when they fpeake French, ifthey hauenor learned ir: 
very young. - een e TT es i setae ale ce, 
_ Butthetongues as all other humaine things, haue their beginning , pro- 
grefle, perfection, corruption,and end;and being rude at firft, doafterwards 
PeUlh asenl ests with ciuilitie of maners and knowledge; And whenthey 
aue endureda timeinpuritie, and elegancy, they are.corrupted, and do fi- 
nally perifh:and by proces oftimeno appearance of their writing remaineth, 
The Greekes atthe firft were but rude,and groffe, as T hucydides,Plato, and 
Ariftotle affirme: and the firft which became ciuill amongft them were the 
Athenians, who polifhedtheir language,which they alfo brought vnte per- 
feftion; where it remained notlong : but was corrupted, and loft, togither. 
with thelibertic of the Countrey , being fupplanted by the Macedonians, 
Romains,and other ftraungers which haueruled there. In fuch.fortthat ne= 
uer fithence could bereftored;the true propriety,and natural elegancy of the 
Greeke which was fpoken by Plato, Ariftotle, Ifocrates, Demofthenes, arid 
Efchines: but in fteed of that tongue(which may be faid tohauebin the bef . 
in the world) there is at length come an.other.vfed at this prefent in Greece; 
and inthe Ifles adioyning mingled of many other languages: whichis euery; 
day falling to.decay vnder the Turkifh Empire, wherewith the Countrey: . 
hath bin already more thenahundredyeres moftmiferably opprefled. 
If the firft R omain writings had endured till this prefent,. we fhould fee 
thatEuander,and Turnus,and the. other Latins of thattime,{pake otherwile- 
then did afterwards the {aft R omaine Kings , and the firft Confuls. The ver-) 
fes which were fong bythe Salian priefts were fcarcely vnderftood; but bes: 
caufethey were fo ordained by thesirft founders,they were not chaunged for 
renerenceofthe religion. Polybius writeth that the language was fo much 
ns Pam es . . changed 


RE EE ee SS a ee ee ee 


OF THEO WARIETY OF THINGS, a5 
- changed itroin the firft Punick wath to thefecond, that: with greatadifficulry’ 
were vnderftood thetreaties made befdre betweehe the Komains and>Car- : 
thaginiansAnd itremainedrude abourhue hudred)yeres, bauing no writer’: 
in'it worthy of memory. Fromthattimeforward the people gakerhetnfelues: 
to learriiag;and fomebecame learned: yet hard, in.their fpeechs commended: 
onely, forhauing bin the inuentours; and fic teachers ofthe: Latin tongues, 
whichwasafter mademoft pure,and perfedt, by Ci¢ero;Cafary:and other e-> 
foqueonmen’, which forifhed then in great number :!in whomrindeed the: 
puritythereofisto be acknowledged. For afterward the cominom wealth bes 
ing changed into amonarchy, and the maners corrupted; the ipeach wasalet 
fo changed.and corrupted, loting hisnatural grace; & goodnes vnder the Em=: 
perours. Then the Empire being tranflared trom Rometo Conftantinople;! 
many ftrange nations comming into Jtaly,altered the tongue;{o that men left’ 
eaking it;& itremained in books only: which were notred,nor vndetftood: 
by thefpace of eight hidred yeres;fome of them loft, others eatenby worts,’ 
and deuoured by age: til fch timeasfome Greekesand Iralians,did by ftudy: 
makethtfe two auncient tongues to reuiue wheathey were almoft dead: by 
copying out, publithing,and correcting the bookes that remained in fomé: 
librariés, fuchashadbin preferued fromtherage of thofe barbarous nations; 
which hath{o happely fucceeded,that the faid tongues hauerecouered great 
light, with thearts:written in them; which wefeereftored with them; and 
many inuention’s addedto antiquitie as fhalbe declared hereafter. ry 
2 ThentheR omainEmpire declining tothe Wet, as the Oftrogoths, and 
Lombards, had poffeffed Italy; the Viligoths, and Sarazens the Countrey of 
Prouence, Languedoc, Aquitayne, and Spayne: The Burguignons, and 
Frenchmen, the Gaules, Belgick,and Celtick:theV andals, Bethick,& Africk; 
by their conuerfationthe Latin was corrupted : Of which corruption, came 
the Italian;French,and Spanihh. T he Italian remained long time wnpolifhed, 
becauferhere was none that tooke care thereof; or endeuouredto giue it any 
poli(hment, vntill Dante,Petrarch,and Boccace,who haue much embelifhed 
it by their conceipts ingenioufly exprefled, and elegantly couched in profe, 
and verfe: Wherein they haue bin feconded by others no leffe learned, and — 
eloquent;who hauelikewifeenriched this language with many faire works, 
and tranflations. As much is there happenedto the Spanith,& French, which 
hauebin made withinthele fiftie yeres more elegant then they were before, 
. bythe diligence of (ome excellent men which hauetranflated a great number 
of bookes not onely Greeke, and Latin, but Italian alfointo them ; fhowing 
that all{ciencés may conueniently be handled in them. : Os; 
CERT AINEY itisagreat Comfort,and eafe found out inthis variety 
of languages, which cannot be vnderftood,norlearned of all, totranflareout 
of one into another. Bythis meanes the ofd Teftament hath bin tranflared 
out of Hebrew into. Greek,andinto Latin; the new T eftament out of Greek 
into Latin; and confequently both! Teftaments into Syriack, Chaldaick, E- 
gyptian, Perfian, Indian, Armenian, Scythian,Sclauonian, German, Englith, 
Bait <4. FX: French, 
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French Inalianzand intoall languages vied by men: without which benefit 
the grdater part of them hadremayned.in perpetuab ignorance of God. And: 
that there:isin the fameformediuine working, \itappeared then When Pro — 
lomeus Philadelphusdefiring to.purinto his excellét library the holy books 
of the Pentateuch; and:ofthe Prophets twanflated into: Grecke, sand i haning: 
procured out ofury:72.Interpreers skilful:in both languages:tomake proot 
oftheir fidelity, he caufed them all to worke apart feuerally ; and:yewneuery 
theles foundiim them’ fuch confent and: agreement; that there wasnot ‘one 
differing fromthe orhet in the fence’ofthe Scripture: ‘hauing recemed this 
foimeruailousa gift of God:, 10 thend the feriprure might be acknowledged 
tobe diuineas itis; andthat the tranflation might beofmoreauthoritic , as 
being don, not bythe diligence of men;feruing but forthe words;butby the 
{piritof God ;puyding and gouerning the vnderftanding ‘of the Tranfla= 
tors.Moreouerby{uch means Phylofophy,Phyficks and the Mathematick, 
were tranflated our-ofthe Greeke into Arabian, and out of Greek, and:A- 
rabian into’ Latin : many arts, infinite hiftories: communicated by one nati= 
onto another. Varro, and Columelia, faythat the R omains«vnderftanding: 
the profit whichwas contained inthe. bookes of husbandry madeby Mago: 
the Carthaginian inthe Punicke tongue , ordained by decree of the Se- 
nat that they fhould be tranflated into. Latin: whence. may manifeftly bee 
knowen the profit of tranflation, faroured ‘by God in the expofition of his: 
word, and holy fcripture; confirmed by the confent of all nations, in the 
¢ommunicaririg of arts: and approued by theaucthoritie of the fage Senate 
of the triumphant Seigniory of Rome. Yet ean I nordeny but that itis more 
painefull then:praifeworthy; bbe aa afsifted with Indgement 1s. 
more requilite, then any excellent knowledge; which appeareth more in in- 
venting of it felfe, then in tranflating; that isto fay, writing outofonebooke 
jato another; obferuing the proprietieof both tongués without adding an 
thing ofhis owne, or taking ought fromtheauthour: whom itis not pol- 
' fibletorranflate fo faithfully, & elegantly, but shere wilbe alwaies moregrace 
in the original! then the tranflation; where the words are alwaiestyed to 
the hans faiouring more or leffe ofthetongue out of which onetranfla- 
teth, indiuers ftrange wordes belonging vntothe religion, ftate of govern- 
ment, lawes, magiftrates, or {ciences,which it isnot lawfullto change ; and 
~ hard or vncouth to makenew in their places:and againeinthe metaphors, al- 
legories , comparifons, fimilitudes y and other figures;'and ornaments of . 
fpeach: ech feuerall tongue hauing Iknow not what proper, and peculiar, 
vnto it felfe,not to be exprefied in an other. In fuch fortthat there isno means 
tobritg arongueto perfection by tranflation; andthere was neuéf tranflator 
how fufficient foeuer,that deferued the like praife as hisauthour; whatfoe- 
uer T heodorus Gaza lift to fay, che moft excellent that is knoweninthisqua- 
lity. Cicero, Father of the-R omain eloquence, tranflated into Latin Xeno- 
phon his Oeconomick;the contrary orations of Efchines: and Demofthenes; 
the T imeus of Plato,and the Aftronomical poeme of Atatus.B ios es 
*@agey 14 . foun 
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found great difference betweene his writings, and tranflations;in which he 
found wanting his wonted tlegancie and facilities. Whereforeit were beter 
to/put forth tis owne mueéntiots for him. thathath meanes to doeit. Nor- 
NN astiere npr either leew acter the tongues ;Orfor his 
owne particular ftudy, to thendto'fathion-his file, and to fettlé his inidge- 
menron thebelt-authours,as Cicero himfelfedid , and I haue aflaied to-doe 


after his-exainple and exhortation in accommodating the vertues of themoft 
efteemed auncient writers tothe manners, and affaires of this time; I recken 
tranflationvery comendable. And:he that witha thediocritie of-ynderftan- 
ding,and knowledge fhould bethe firft that had propofedto his nation, the 
lights 6rlampes of learding,namely I{oerates;X endphon, Demidfthenes, Ari- 
ftorle, Platoj:andthe Schoolemafters.of mankind, as they aretermed by Se- 
neca, Which haue long timelyen hiddenin Schooles, or buried in libraries, 
without being put in vre, were noraltogether to be reiected; efpecially tra- 
uailing ina tongue not yet polifhed, nor accuftomed vnto arts : which will 
bemuch amended by trauailing therein , euen as the Greekeand Latin came 
by littleand little to their perfection, by handling of good maters in them, as 
Philofophy, matter of ftate,or publick gouernment, deeds ofarmes,and othet 
honeft & profitable fciences; not by-writing of fabulous R omancés, or amo- 
rousSonets,or-fichkindeof ftuffe wherewith the vulgar tongues areall pe- 
fered. But there is need ofearhed and eloquent men,fuch as hardly and tare- 
Jy.are foundin many hundreds and thoufands of yeres worthy of admirati-. 
on: of whom we have alwaieshad no Jefle wantthen other Countries: or if 
fome fuch Hane at anytime bin foundhere ; they haue for the moft part bin 
delighted in ftrangetongues morethen in their owne. But it is great reafon 
thatthe learned fhould exactly know their own tongue, andthat they fhould 
Write initfometimesto make it better; and. do’ good to theiriowne Coun- 
treymen rather then to ftraungers: fo thatthe Greeke, Latin, Hebrewe, Chal- 
daick,and Arabian which'are common to many nationsbe not thereby for- 
gotten orlayd.afide: wherehence would arife great ob{curitie to thofe dif- 
ciplines, which are written in them; confifiontothe world, andignorance 
vnto men depriued of the cOmtinication which they haue by means of them, 
“notvnderftanding oné another afterward,nor conferring togither. Notwith-. 
fRtanding I would neuer counfail to employ fo many yeres on thefe learned | 
tongues as mein haue accuftomed todo, andtoconfume thétime inlerning of 
words,which ought ratherto be beftowed in knowledge of fuchthings,as 
they have’ not afterwardthe meanesnor leafure to intend : whicherror brin- 
geth greatbackwardnesanddamagétothefciences. nat 
But et it fuffice hitherto to haue fpoken of languages, aud let vs come 
Po following the order fet downeby vs, to the inuention and vieifsicude 
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LENG Latoa moft renowmed Phylofopheramorigeft all that 
a euler were celebrated for theknowledge of learning, re 
3) prefenting vndera fable the firft eftare of mankinde,fay- 
ee/ neth,tharat thebeginning the Gods were alone afore 
n. there were any mortal! Creatures: butthatthe fatal de- 
5x ftiny of generation being come; they framed them in the 
2S G2. bowels of the earth,and madethem of fire,and of earth, 
| with otherthinges mingled with them, And that being 
willing to bring them into light, theygaue thecharge to’ Prometheus , and 
Epimetheus to diftribute to euery one his forces, and proprieties: T hen Epi- 
metheus prayed Prometheusto let him make thediftributionin his prefences 
And fo goeth about it alone, giuing to fome, force' without lightneffe., fo o- 
thers lightneffe without force: he armed fome, ‘and for thofe which were 
without armes he inuented other ficcour: Thofe which he had inclofed in 
alittle body, he lifted them vp into the aire with feathers ; or commaunded 
them to:craule onthe earth: He fortifyed fichas were growen into agreat — 
Mafle with their Mafleit felfe: And likewife he proceeded with thereft gi- 
uing toeuery one hisvertues. After hehad fo furnifhed them,tothend they 
fhouldnotdiftroy one another, he gaue them meanes to defend them thone 
from the other ; and to remaine abroad without couert. Clothing fome of 
them with thicke heare, little houfes,or fhells and skales of diuers forts, with 
feathers, or hard skinnes, againft the vntemperatenes of Winter, & Sommer? 
and of the famethings made them beds, and natural couches: ioining to their 
feet,clawes,nailes,and callofites:to their heads,hornes,teeth,andtronks:thea 
diftributed to them food, making fometo eategraffe on the eatth; others to 
feed on fruits, & roots of trees; & others moregreedy to deuoure oneanother. 
tas oA Provided 
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_©Prouided that they which liued on pray fhouldbe infome fort barren, and 
the othersthat were fubiectto be deuoured,more fruitful: tothend that the 
kind fhould continue.For thediuine prouidence hath bin wife therin,making 

_al fearful beafts,and fuch as are good to feed on, very fruitful, left by being ot- 

-ten eatenthere fhould faile of thekind: euenas hurtfull, and harmefil beafts 

_are of fmallincreafe.T herefore the hare is very fruitfull,and alone of al kind 
of venifon, furchargeth the burden in his belly, becatifethat men, beafts,and 

_birds,do profecute him to death. Likewife the Cony is found fo ful ofrabets 

-that fome of them are yet without heare,others fomewhat riper,and others 

-going out ofthe belly. But the Lyonefle which isthe ftrongeft,and hardieft 

of all beaftes, neuer bringeth but one; and butonce in her life. But Epime- 

theus being not very wile,he gaueall to the brute beaftes, referuing nothing 
for man, whom he left alonewithout force, without power, without pro- 
pertie, ftarke naked, without armour, without clothing, vnhofed, and vn- 
{hood, without conuenient food, and wanting all things: In fuch fort that he 
could notrefift other creatures being then more excellentthen himfelfe. For 
the ftaggsran{witter; the beares,and Lions were ftronger; the Peacock was 
fairer; the fox was craftier,the Emmet more diligent; andthe {nayle better: 
lodged then he: Euery beaft founda medicine fit for his malady and hurr; 
~whereof man was ignorant.Ofthis camefuch a confufion that men perifhed 
by little and little thorough diuers forts of crueltie: In fuch fort that their 
kind had foone bin confumed, without the aduife of prudent Prometheus; 
who feeing fo great a fault, to redrefle it, ftole from Vulcan,and Mineruathe 
artificial wifedom, togither with the fire: being not pofsible to obtaine it, or 
tovie it without fire; and fo did diftribute it to mankinde: by meanes where- 
of men began for their common commoditie to aflemble togither for feare 
of thebeaftes,and to thend torefift them, helping one another, and feeking 
here and. there after fafe places for their habitation, they learned to maké 
houfes,and garmentsto auoid the fharpnes of cold,and the force ofheate; to 
referue fruitsfor their necelsitie; to prepare armes for their defence; and to 
finde out other commodities for their life. Which finally necefsity it felfe be- 
ing inuentour of all thingsmaketh knowen particularly tothe vnderftanding 
of men; vnto whom were giuen for helpes,their hands, fpeach and reafon; 
Reafon to inuent, {peach to comunicate,the hands toaccomplifh that which 
they fhould either inuent themfelues by reafon, or learneof others by fpeach: 
for no other creature doth {peak in deed, foras muchas fpeach proceedeth of 
reafon; nor hath hands; though peraduenture fomewhat like vnto handes. 
Whereforeman hath firft found out by reafon the moft neceflary thinges; as 
food,clothing; and armes: and afterward fuch as ferue for pleafure,ornament 


and magnificence: he hath impofed names on euery thing, inuented letters of 


diuers forts, and fundry kinds of writing, madeall arts both mechanical! and 
liberall: proceeding fo farr as to meafure the earth,and the fea; to reduceby 
inftruments the mighty maffe of heauen, fcarfe to be comprehended by vnder- 
{ta nding,and to propofe it before our eyes. Moreouer the fame Plato affirmeth 
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that before men liued in company,and fpaketogither, or that they had begun 
to inuent;and exercifearts; for as muchas they aloneofal other creatures did 
participate of thediuine nature, being indewed with an immortal foule; that 
they byreafon of this diuine affinitie,did thinke firftthat there were Gods, and 
fo honouredthem; and prayedto them: from thence, had religion her begin- 
ning, publicke gouernment , iudgement, negotiation and traficke by Sea,and 
by land, lawes wereeftablifhed, magiftrates created, innumerable trades in- 
uented, houfes, villages,and townes builded, confequently cities, caftles,and 
fortrefles; and thenkingdoms, and Empires erected: Wherehence hath fuc- 
ceeded, the greatnes, and excellency of mankind fuch as we fee it at this day. 
Fromthence I fay began religion which ismore natural to men then all their 
other arts,and inuentions : no nation inthe world hauing bin found fo rude, 
fo cruel, & barbarous; but that ithad fomeappearance of religion. For how- 
beit that the greater part is ignorant, what God , & how they ought to wor- 
fhip him; yet al notwithftanding do agreethat we oughtto honour,pray,and 
feare one God theauthour of all things : which is confirmed not only in the 
firft,and moft auncient nations, asthe Ethiopians, Indians, Armenians, Chal- 
dees, Hebrewes; Aflyrians, Egyptians, Greekes, Romains, and Gaules: bur 
_alfo inthe Goths, Vandales,Sarazens,T artarians, T urkes,Perfians,Cath ay- 
ans or Chinoys: And not onély in our hemifphere; but alfoamongftthe An- 
tipodes; and Sauages of the new found lands: of whom heretofore we neuer 
had any knowledge. They which hauenauigated thither,haue found many 
peonle liuing yet as the firft men,without letters, without Lawes, without 
ings,without common wealthes, without arts; but yet not without reli- 
gion: who belecue,that the foules ofthe dead go into other places according 

to fuch workesas they haue done in this life. To intertaine it, haue bin ap-- 
pointed cerimonies, praiers ordained,temples edifyed,oratories,chapels,hof 
pitals, almefhoutes, cloifters, and couents: Sacrificers or priefts haue bin in- 
ftituted, and much refpected in all Countries. And ifit pleafed God that hee 
woulde be worfhippedthoroughout all the world in one felfe fame maner, 
men fhoulde bedeliuered of great hatred,and cruel difcorde, happening a- 
mongftthem thorough the diuerfitie of Religions. | 
A T THE beginning men were very fimple and rude in all thinges, 
little differing from beaftes. They did eate in the fieldes and mountaines, 

the rawe fle(he of beaftes, or herbes, with their rootes, ftalkes, and leauies, 
which the earth brought foorth of his owne accorde; and in the woodés 
the fruictes of wilde trees; or venifon: onthe bankes of the Sea, Riuers, 
Lakes, Pooles, and Marifhes , they fedd on fifhes and birdes: They clad 
them felues with skinnes, in fteede of garments ; to bee defended from 
heat and colde, from winde, raine, and fnow, they withdrewe themfelues 
into great holow trees; or vnder their thick leaued branches; or into low dy- 
ches, hideous caues,holow vautes,cabins, and lodges made of great logges 
of wood,and lightly couered with boughes, ftalkes,canes, and reeds. Then 
hauing ftrong bodies, they nourifhed themfelues with ftrong meates, a 
alfo 
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alfo liued longer. T hey abode eueralmoft inthe openaire, in continual! tra- 
' uaile,and lying on the hard ground, wherefoeuer f{leep ouertooke them. 
‘Whenthey waxed weaker ; and couldnot digeft fuch meates ,nor dwell in 
the open aire naked,and vncouered, they were conftrayned to feeke by little 
and little , to {often this wild and fauage maner of lyuing , which they could 
no longer endure : learning to fow Corne,which before grew vp vnknowen 
amoneft herbesand weeds ; andtodrefle the vines, which likewifethe earth 
brought forth amongft other plants; to tran{plant, and to graffe fruict-trees, 
to thend to make the fruicts better; and to drefle and fealon both fleth and 
fith: and then to build, and to aflemble themfelues in companies, thatthey 
might liue the more fafely and commodioufly . In fuch maner were they 
reduced, fromthat brutifh life which they led, tothis {weetnes , and ciuili- 
tie; beginning from that time forward, to feed , cloath, and lodge them- 
feluesin better fort, and more commodioully. 

Now whereas men haue takennourifhment, firft oftame beaftes, before 
either of graine, or of fruits: there is no doubt but that pafturage, eraling ,& 
fhepheardrie, were before husbandrie and tillage ; as it appeareth by the 
moft auncient nations , who hauing fo liued from the beginning , haue 
taken theirnamesthere hence, as the Hebrewes, and the Italians, which 
is to fay fhepheards, and thatmany Nations vie it even at this day , exerci- 
fing (as may be faid)a kind of liuelie tillage. The tilling-and planting of 
the earth haue bin both inuented after pafturage , and vnto both haue bin 
added hunting , fouling ,and fifhing. On theone fide they haue found out 
the vfe of Wheat , which in thefe partes is found the beft and moft'com- 
modious nourifhment: as alfo Barley, Millet, Rye, and all other knowen 
kind of graine. On the other fide , they haue found Ryce, Mahiz ,' and 
Iuca:the maner to fow , and gather them , to threfh , fan, and winnow, 
to boult and fift flower, to knead it, andto make dowe ,to mould it, and 
" raife paft, to make loaues, and tobake them in the ouen : whereunto are 
appointed and doe ferue , the Millers and Bakers. Then haue they added 
peafe and beanes , and other fortes of pulfe, both new and old: Herbes of 
diuerfe forts , and rootes; as perfley , lettice, {pinage, tyme , pepperwort, 
marioram , bugloffe , maloes , beetes, endiue, fuccorie , purflain , fage, col- 
worts,melons, cucombers, gourds, artichocks, fperage , migwort, onyons, 
garlick , leekes, chibols, carrets, parfnebbs, nauets, radifhes, and turnepps, 
mingling with them falt, oiles,butter, and fuet, to giuethem a better taft,and 
make them themore fauorie. Moreouer the fruits of trees, cheries , plums, 
peares,apples, peaches, apricocks, mulberies, medlers, quinces, raifins,figes, 
oliues,citrons , orenges,dates,cheftnuts,and marrons. And not content with 
graine, fruits, herbes, and rootes,they haue bin giuien to eat the fleth, firft of 
themfelues, which they haueleft for the moft part with horrour; thé of other 
creatures both tame and wild; of the land, of the water,and flying inthe aire, 
neither leauing inward nor outward part of them, which they haue not fotid 


meanto feafon,boile,& feeth,roaft & frie, or put in paft & bake with ssitih 
| an 
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and fpices, brought from thefardeft parts ofthe earth, making puddings, faut. 
ciges, haggafles, tripes , and chitterlings, whichthey ferue atthe beginning 
of meales with potages, broathes , and fallets ; and at theend therof cheefes, 
tarts,and creames; wafers, iunkets, and march-panes,prepared and drefled by 
Cookes and pybakers: Neither hath their pompe and riotbin any leffe with 
fithes, both of the fea, and of frefhwater . Infomuch, that Plutarch in his 
Sympofiacke propofing this queftion , whether that the Sea or the Earth 
. broughtforth moft delicate and delicious meates, findeth bufinefle,and diff- 
cultie enough in the decifiontherof. Moreouer being not pleafed with milk, 
nor faire water to drink; they found outa way tobrew Beere, and Ale; to 
draw and preffe out Syder. of apples and peares ; wyne out of grapes ,and 
palmes ;and tomake fweet drinkes ,compounded with honie jas bragget, 
meath, and metheglem, which they call Medons in Mofcouia, and Polonia; 
and infinite other artificial drinks, which they haue dronk in cuppes of gold, 
filtier , criftall, and glaffe, {picing them in divers maners . Befides ,to make 
their drink frefher , they haue found meanes in fome placesto keepe fnow, 
and yce, all the yeare. Atthe firft fitting onthe ground they tooke their repaft 
onthe grafle, & vnder the fhadow of leaues: after they made ftoo! es, formes, 
benches, tables , and treffels: Table clothes, table napkins ,trenchers , falt- 
fellers, cupbords,veflel,and vtenfiles of diuers forts,and fathions ,appointing 
officers fitiforthele charges : as Stewards of the houfe ; pantlers; cellerers, 
cartiers , cupbearers , cookes , boylers ,androfters. Saluft blameththe Ro- 
mains, which fought in his time by fea and by land, afterall forts of delica- 
cies,not expecting hunger, nor thirft,nor cold,nor wearinefle; but pee en- 
ting all thefe things by difordinate appetite. Liuie telleth how afterthe Con- 
ueft of Afia, all forts of fuperfluities and delicacies came vnto Rome, and 
‘hatiicn the Romains beganto make banquets with more curiofitie, and 
coft: Anda Cooke, which before was held amongft them fora feruile drudge, — 
began to come in reputation. Seneca complaineth , that the kitchins were 
more celebrated,then the Schooles of Philofophers,& R hetoricians. Who 
would not wonder to heare tell of the excefsiue feafts of Anthonius and 
Cleopatra? or of the Emperour Caligula, who confumed on one fupper the 
reuienues of three prouinces ? of Heliogabalus ; of Lucullus; or of the pro- 
digalitie of Efope, and Apicius , who fhortned his life , fearing leaft goods 
would faile him tothe maintayning of his fumptuoufnes? In one feaft made 
to Vitelliusby his brother, were ferued twothoufand dainty fifhes,and feuen 
thoufand birds . Good God, how much paine hath bin procured vnto men 
by their infatiable gluttonie and gurmandife! how manie forts of workmen, 
and their feruants Fath it fet. on work! Buttheir curiofitiein apparell hath 


not bin lefle; to the furnithing whereof many occupations hauebin applied: 
as the fpinner , carder , tucker, weauer, clothworker, fuller, fherman, dyer, 
taylor, cutter, hofier, doubletmaker, linnen draper, femfter, capper, and felt- 
maker , feathermaker , lacemaker, embroderer, felmonger, skinner ; furrier, 
leatherdrefler,tanner, currier,cordwayner,and fhoomaker . They haue as 
an 
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_and wouen flaxe; hempe, woll,cotron;filke, made of wormes, anid of ivhaue 
-taade Vidluds;Satin,Damaske, Paffera sandof goats haire, and:camels haire} 
‘Grogramp and Chamilét : awherenhra haue bin added fuftians bombaties; 
Sargesjctoth of Gold,and$iluer,purple,andskarler, with other infinite cos 
Jours :making of theteituffes, fhints ,rochets, wimnples, doublets, caps, hats; 
-hoods,gowns;coats,cleaks;caflocks, ierkins,& iackets;enriched with ornas 
nents;trimmings,embroderies,and laces,after divers fafhions,whith change 
frofe: Gopntrie to Countrie, and frommdayto day; thorough the:lightnes iof 
-perfonss7 Of tanried:andicoried leather they hauemade Jerkins; buskins; 
bootes, hhodes, and pantofles , and Jyned andtaced them with veluet: They 
shaue applied Carcanets and Chainesitotheir necks, braflelets totheir Hands, 
orings.to their fiagers Spectacles to. their eies:, paynting to their: cheekes, 
iewelsto.their eares tyres ‘and borders.of goldto their heads; and:garters 
to theirlegg’: diftinguifhing bythe habits, the Princes fromthe fibiccss 
theMagiftrats from-priviate meng theneble fromthe bafe;;the learned from 
the ignorant); andthe holie'fromahe prophane. What thal I fay of the 
skinns of VWolttes, Sables,:Martins 5 and other precious furres, fet from the 
fartheft parts of the North , which they buy for excelsiue prices. Plinietel- 
ieth infora wonderfull ftrangething;and full of great fuperfluitie , chat he 
had feen LoliiaPaulinaa Romain Ladie, widow of the Emperour Caligula, 
" ata wedding) banquet; -hauing her head pnecke, and bofome couered ; and 
her, handes, likewife:; with pearles,and:Emeraudes , ioyned:together ; 
and enterlaced : which iewels were efteemed:to bee worth:ayMillion of 
_ The Queene Cleopatra comming) tomeete Antonius in Cilicra ; put her 
felfe onthe ryuer Cydius into a boate, whole fterne. was all-of gold ;the 
fayles of Purple, the oares of Siluer:, which-kept ftroke in rowing with 
the found of Muficke : Touching her perfon, fhee,was laied vnder a: pa- 
uilion of gold tyflued , decked like the Goddefle Venus, and round about 
her were maruailous odoriferous-and {weet ,{mells , and perfumes, Helio- 
gabalus flept on a tyke full of Hares heares, and.partridge-fearhers .. The 
- bed of Darius the Jaft King of the Perfians,, was;fumptuouflie garnifhed; 
and coucred with a vine of golde,in maner. of a,grate or. lettice, enriched 
with raifins and grapes hanging in it. all of precious ftones :,And at his 
bedds head, there was in Treafureflue thoufand Talents'of golde ; at-his’ 
bedds. foote:, three thoufand Talents, of Siluers Somuch and {fo deerely he 
efteemed and valued his nights pleafure ,that he wouldhaue his headreft.on 
fo.great cheuilanesifpryy . seanci zoo. dis ,2zodiniobog ,efisnmy® .wrlio 
. » Butyet, the exceffe in buylding hath bin more,outragious, , for comming 
out of hollow trees, houells , bowers, cabins,.and lodges, couered with 
ftcaw , and reedes.,and.going into, houfes buylded with, brickes , ftones, 
and marble , cut, {quared , and faftened with morter , plaifter, lyme, and 
varnith, hariged with. Tapiftrie.and painted, couered with {lattes and tyles, 
the roofe hollow. with. arches and vaults, andthe flower curiguflie paued 


and 
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and wrought, diuided/byhalies, vpper and lower chambers, vtterchambers, 
joner' chambers; with-drawing-chambers; bedchambers, wardrobés , cabi- 
nets; clofets, flaires, eneri€s, galleries, and terrafles : SPhey haue accomodated 
_ agts-andiartihcers for the buylding and turnifhingvofthem : as: Architects, 
mafons, plaifterers , tylers, carpenters:, fmithes; glafiers, tapiftersy painters, 
grauers, cutters caruers;melrers,cafters of Images ,gold{mithes,gilders, lock- 
fmithes;‘antothers : buyldirig:pallaices, caftles, rownes, cities, bridges;con- 
duicts; pyraraides,fepulchers; theaters, amphitheaters, bathes,and porches, 
turning thecourle ot ftreames , and railing of mounts;and throwing downe 
motiftains!; with prodigalitie exceeding “all: boundes ‘of reafon;. hoping 
thereby to'make-theirnamesimmortall’sAnd whereas‘it;was necellarie for 
them, intertayning that varietieand magmificence3 40. trafique by fea‘and by 
land;andto hate Cariets onthem both ;to thend toreceinefrom ‘other pla- 
ces, {uch commodities :asthey wanted ; orto fend abroad fuchthings’as a 
bounded withthem ; tonatigate;they hollowed firft the bodies of trees after 
the maner df the Indian’ Canoes, and afterwards made boates, {chiffes, pina 
cies ,and gallies, with threes fower, fe; fixe, feauen jeight ,andten Oares 
ona fide; yea; to thirticon a fide: foiftes brigantines; batkes, cartels , fhips, 
hulks, galliorisy galliaffes , armadoes; and argofies , with theirtackling , and 
furnicure , of anchors ;cabelsy maftes, fayles, artillerie’, ordinance, vidiuals, 
and compas; or boxe: To receiue, keepe; and repairethem, arfenals; portes; 
and hauens3‘T o guide,and toman then? were appointed Pilots ,marinets, 
failers ,rowers and gallyflaes : euen as-carters, wagoners, coachmen, and 
horfe-keepers were ordayned for trafick,and trauaile by land. Andforboth 
cariages,curlitouts,regraters, porters; balencers; Mafter’s of ports,cuftomers, 
controllerssreuifitors:; and ferchers. Foterue which tume with moreeafe, 
it was needfull'to coine money'of goldj filter, brafle, and copper, defined in 
value bythe quantitieand waight ;marked with diuerfe figures,according to 
the diuerfitie of the Countrie whereit ismade: being not pofsibleto vie per 
mutation if every thing ? arid therefore wete brought in money-tellers, and 
changers. Moreouer' it qwasneceflarie to haue Notaries or Scriueners, to 


? 
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affe the contraGts of Markets fergeants, huif siers,folicitors, proétors, infor- - 
brats atidieorssuidgesjeamanldtel preheat tepiters, criers,and executours 
of fentences. For the expedition of roiall letters , Secretaries, Maifters of re- 
‘quielts, Chauncelors, orKeepers of (eales! The Phyficians, Chirurgians,and 
Apothecaries do ferue for health , vfing 'druges, comming for the moft part 
6ut of frange ‘Countries: ae R heubarbes Calsia, Aloe, Agarike , anid fuch 
others. Gymnafts, pedotribes, athletes, fencers , wraftlers , runners , fwim- 
thers, leapers; and tumblers; for the exércife of the bodie. For pleafure,and 
recteation , fingets, minftrells ; muficians, plaiers on inftruments , organifts, 
dauincers ,and ballad-makers ,rymers ieftets, iuglers , barbers , perfumers, 
drawérs of flowers ; and curious workes. Alfonot contented with ftickes, 
atid ftones, which the fitplicitie of nature furnifhed ynt6 their Choler,they 
haue inuiéneéd infinite fores OF armes', and weapons, both offenfsiue and 
nae . defenfiue, 
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defenfiue;long-bowes,and:crofle-bowes; witharrowesand quivers; flings,: 


darts., iauelins slances, pikes; partyfans,halhards sfwords, bucklers; rapiers, 
and dagoers; Mieldes,rargets; cuyraflespbrigandines; hieadpeeces; helmets;: 
caskes|morions,-and falads:gorgetsypauldrons, vantbralles, rafles}dauritiers,’ 
cuiffes, and greues: engines to fhoote in thefield,or to/batter-walsjcatapults,’ 
and rammsin. old timeyandof late canons';double-canons , demy-canons, 
bafilisks, coluerins;fakers;fauilcons, minions,andichambers :andfor{malier 
thot; and maniable, muskets;caliuers; haiquebuzesydaggssand piftols: Ser= 
wing forthe warres, armorers 5 furbifhers} fpurriers:s{adiers3ryders horfe- 
breeders, horfekeepers,{mithes,and farriets, foundersyand mounters of creat: 
ordinancé; falrpeter:men;-powder-makers! canonters: Colonels, Captains;: 
fouldiers ; with their Enfignes, trumpets 5 druiinte’s: and other: Othicers.: 
Going farther yet, they haue found-out other eftates, offices ,andexercifes, 
imploying fome about conducting and managing the'publick reuencwes: as! 
Receiuours;Treaforers, Maftersof accompts ; Auditours , Controllers ; 
Others about the counfaile-of Prieks and of States: Orhers.to the efta- 
Blithing and prefetuing ofthe Lawes; {eeing tothe publick gouériment,to 
difcipline, and correction of manersyii9 16 90 8 290107 £ Zen 
Thenamongft fo many commodities; idleneffe increafing with eafe, and: 
wealth, they applied themfetuesto thefiudie of learning ; by réafon that all 
naturalty delire tokniovy new things, firange; admirable, faire,and variable, 
and to viderftand the caiifes therof ; cherifhing ptincipally amongft all their 
fenfes , their fight and hearing , which do helpe them to haue knowledge,’ 
bur the fight moft of all, whiere hence hath begun this knowledgeby admi- 
ration ; forfecirig the Heauén, th® Sunne ,the Moone, the-Startes ; and 
hauing knowen by their eyes thedifference of daies, and nights ; the reuo-: 
Jutions of themonerhesand the yeares , they-applied themfelues to con 
templatethe difpotition ofthe world, and to feeke out the fecretsofnaturet! 
Firft, necélsitie (as hath bin (aid) rdughit themthe arts neceflarie vnto life; 
after followed thofe which feruefor pleafure yornament,and magnificence: 
And after they had gotten opportunitie'and leafure, they began to confidet 
all things contayned inthe world , being innumerable in multitude, and ad- 
mirable in beautie; inquiring after their properties; agreements , and diffe-. 
rences ; whereof they were made, what they became, whea , and how they 
ithed, what in them was mortall:; and corruptible , and what diune,, 
and perpetual. T hey were fo defirous to learne,that dwelling and lining here: 
on earth (6 little while, they durft vndertake to know ; not only what is.a- 
boue, vider, andintheearth; asthenatureof all fortes of liuing creatures,and: | 
ta Of mettals :but.alforhe natureof the Ocean, and of all. waters ,-and: 
thes that liue therein: T hen mounting into the aire, théy ingiired of the 
winds, ofthe taines, hail, fnow, thunder, lightning, and ottier accidents ap- 
pearing in the middi¢ Region thereof:they afceaded by vnderftanding and: 
by art euén into Heauen,- which they haue indevoured to compafle round, 
imagining two Polés,andone Axeltreetofuftain isdiioguithongsmeplancts | 
Ay rom’ 
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from theftxed ftarres pinuenting:the Zodiack; obferning the Solftices ; and 
Equinoxes; the caufescof ithe equatitic, fhortnes:,iand length of daies,-and 
nights; thereafons of fhadowes ; the maner of difsribing , andmeafuring the: 
world sof fayling ounofone Counttieinroan-otheryguiding the way by the, 
windes; and ftarces:: whofe mouings:; conitinétions ,and oppofitions they 
hane diligently obfernedsithein greatnes, quicknes;or-lownes, colours, {hix: 
nings; {erenities, heats,colds; andthepower whichthey haueontheis infe< 
riour things , and thegoodor il! which they fignifie : And wholieand- alto!) 

gether the agreement, and.{ympathieaf heauen,and earth; fromwhence as; 
from a perpetual! {pring floweth thiswnitierfall aboundance':by which this? 
world 1s vaceflantly reftored; andzenewed. Theirinduftrie hath-piercedy 
thorough alt; neither thethickneffeof theearth, northe depthof jie Seazt 
nor the varietie of the aiergicitherthe heat and brightnes ofthefite ;nor the 
f aur veil of Heduen;couldamaze their ynderftanding « Moreouer;: 
they which were moft{peculatine;confidering the feeblenes of the fenfes;! 
the multitude:of fenfiblethings, fo fmalttrat they/can not be perceiued ;' or 
fo moueable;that they are withour-certaintie ;thatcour life is fiort ; all ful 
of opinions, and cuftomes;and all enuironed withdarknes, andhidden hate 
thoughethat by humane'difeourfé;nothing could be certaitily kmowen,iio- 

thing vaderftood, and comprehendéd: but that, feparating our felues from: 
fight, and hearing, and fromthewhole bodie, we ought torakethe thoughr: 
of the mind; and by the vnderftanding ( whichis inthe Soule, asthe fight is: 
in the bodieyto endeuourto know the'reafon of euerything,andthat which! 
isin it pure and cleane ,alwaies fimple,and vniforme ; without cuer:being! 
changed by generation,and corruption. Thefehaue paffed the vault of hea _ 
uen, fo fardiftant fromthe earth, and cameto the place aboue, with- drawing! 


' them/lelues by contemplation fromthe worldtowards God, fromdarknesto: 


light ; fronr corruption to eternitie,frorh ignorance to wifdom, fatished (as: 
they fay)of alltheir defiresand inioyingthe knowledgeof the trueth : which’ 
is of things that are alwaies alike, not receiuing any mutation ; wherefore 
they haue called this inferiour part of the world, (where there is‘almoft hod. 
thing certain , and fewthings certainly knowen) the region of falfhod , and: 
opinion : and the other fuperiour knowenby reafon,and intelligence (where: 
are the formes,and exemplaries of thingsythe feat oftrueth. In this'progrefle: 
of knowledge, they hate knowen fomethings by:natural inftin€, without: 
learnings others by obferuation, vie and experience: others by: reafonable: 
difcourfe; and demonftrations; and others by diuine infpiration, But there» 
is fuch pleafure in this contemplation, tharthey which with a good will gine - 
themfelues to it, do eafily forgo all otherdelights ;and are fo conftant, and: 
perfeuerant, that they admit them net at any time; neither fearing domage, 
nor loffe of goods,nor the blame of the people,and ignominies bur are readie: 
to-endure all kind of crofles, and calamities’, euen tothe fuffering of volun 
tarie pouertie? which gave occafionto people in times paft to fay, that Atlas’ 
fuftained heauien on his fhoulders arid that Endymion: had long: time Hage 
mii} Ww it 


Py 
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_ withthe Moone and that Prometheus wastied tothe high mountain Cau- 
_ cafus, witha Vulture feeding on his liuer : Meaning by {tch talesto fignifie 
-vntoys, the great and maruailous ftudie, which thefeexcellent perfonsbe- 
flowed , in concemplation of celcftiall and naturall things . Democritus ha 
‘Bing begun to withdraw hismind from his fenfes, put out his.owne cies, 
Anaxagoras forfook his patrimonie : What exceeding pleafure had Arifto. 
tle, teaching not-onely Athens, and all Greece,but alfo the vniner{al world; 
-difcouering the fecrets of nature, before vynknowen,and hidden in profound 
ob{euritie > magnifying and boafting himfelfe with good reafon ;that he had 
_attayned thither, whereno other Greeke norEgiptian had euer come? What 
contentment receiued Plato,who did write at go.yeares of agze,and euenthe 
yerie day that he deceafed; who was for his excellent knowledge honoured 
in Greece, Sicile,and Italie, abouethe common eftimation ofmen, efteemed 
byKings. admired of people : and hath alwaies bin reuerenced by all fch 
as, delired to haue knowledge of diuine and humaine things , Somen mo- 
ued by mature with a delire of knowledge, and:of the pleafure which is 
_ found.therein , have inuented Grammer ; Rheroticke , and Logicke ; for 
f{peach.,,Oration; and difputation: ,Poefie for compofition of verfes, and 
rates; Arithmeticketo number ; Geometrie for meafure and weight And 
palsingfarther hauecome to Muficke »confifting in concord of voicesand 
founds; and in: obferuiation of due proportions ; Aftrologié which ferues 
for confideration of celeftiall things ; Phyficke of naturall things ; and Me- 
taphyficke of fupernaturall i Theologie of diuine things, Ethicke for in- 
Rizution of private maners ; Economicke for hiowhhold ; Politicke for go» 
uernments , and ftates; and Nomiotechnicke for knowledge , expofition or 
interpretation of Lawes. Such hath bin their dexteritie in the inuenting of 
liberall;and mechanical fciences,' | a pana} 
_/Buralthough thereare euery where found people,capable of knowledge; 
forhat they be duely inftrudted ; yet notwithttanding ,there are fome more | 
ingenigus, and inuentiue then the reft, and more apt to certainé feiences; 
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they learned not for pleafure and delight, but for necelsiti¢,tothend to make 


-fwveete and gentle by cuftome ,, that which was rudein them by nature, by 


séafon of the coldnes ofthe aire, whereof we participate in our birth; and 
_by their continuance of trauaile, in tillage, pafturage, and ‘brutifhnes of life. 
Eloquence flourifhedat Athens, andat Rome, becaufethat by meanstherof 
they were aduancedto honoursand wealth. In Auguftus time, who-téok 
pleafure in Poetrie, euery one made Verfes: and all were Mufitians , vnder 
‘Nero. The nations which defired tobe great, and grow vp by armes;haue 
directed their Lawes and exercifes to dominion, honouring and-reeom- 
penfing valiantmen, and difhonouring and-punifhing the cowardes: Such 
were the Scythians , Egiptians , Perfians, T hracians, Lacedemonianis; Can- 
dians, Gaules , Iberians , Macedonians, and‘ Indians, accounting all noble 
and gentle that made profefsion of armes; andthe artifans bafe, andferuile. 
Atthis day in Turkie ,whereall is reduced vnto force: eulery one applieth 
armes , being affured, that in well doing they thal! be aduanced in‘pay) ré- 
uenew , and publick charge : as alfo the punifhment is cértaine there for 
cowardize. The greateft part of good witts in France'applie themfelues 
to the Ciuil Law, and to the practizeof it, for the profit which they find 
therein; and for the honour of innumerable offices of tudgement orday> 
ned both in the foueraigne,meane, and inferiour iurifdiction ; beg both 
profitable and honourable. The Hetrurians , which had their aire’ erofle 
and thicke,fubieGt to thunders, inuented the divination by lightning» The 
Arabians , Cilicians, and Phrygians, being great fhepheards, inuentedthat 
diuination which is made by entrailes of beaftes, or by the voice’of bitdes. 
Philofophie hath bin profeffed in Greece, full of fubtle and tharpe'witts: 
Architecture began in Afia , by the abundance of wealth, and leafare of 
the great Kings there , hauing neede of large and ample houfes for inter- 
tainment ,and magnificence of their Courts: Afterwardes' it flourifed in, 
Greece , whence it was banithed; and from thence paffed into Italie} re- 
couering his ripeneffe there : namely, vnder the Emperotirs, who ‘as they 
had fubdued the reft of the world by armes , would alfo furmount them itt 
wonderfull buildings with incredible expences. The Ethiopians , by the 
abundance ofall good herbes , and vigorous fimples, which grow'in their 
Countrie , inuented the natural! Magick’, obferuing by it, the wonders 
hidden in the fecret proprieties of thinges ; their agreements , and contra-_ 
rieties; Plato in his Charmides, and his firft Alcibiades maintayneth, that’ 
-Zoroafter the Badtrian,and Zamolfis theScithian , made profefsion therof 
Then itwas tranfported into Perfia, where it remayned long ,as we will de- 
clare hereafter when we {peake of the Perfians, and of their Mages. 1. 
B.V T.as following the general! difpofition to vertue , there hae 
alwayes bin heere and there'fome making profefsion of wiledome’, ‘as 
the Druides in Gaule , and in great Britayne ; the Chaldees in Affy-' 
ria ; the Brachmanes ,and Gymnofophiftes in the Indies; the Mages. in 
Perfia ; the Prieftes in Egypt ; the Philofophers in Greece ; the Phatifees: 
pe in 
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in Turie., the Theologians or Diuines in Chriftendome : yet antiquitie hath 
given the fick praifeot Letters tothe Ethiopians, atwributing the inuention 
tothems which thepeommunicated with theEgiptians their neighbours ; 
wherethey hauebimaugmented: fromtheace they:came to the Libians ; Ba- 

_ bylonians 3 and Chaldeans ; confequently to the Greeks ; then tothe Ro- 
* mains:the Arabians, Italians, Frenchmen, Almains, Englifhmen, Spaniards; 
and Potonians.:@: No which courfe of fetters, if we think attentiuely as far 
\forth as is pofsibsleto confider all the time paft, and to call to mind. againe the 
~ inemorienffomany yeres ouerflipped, repeating fromthence where in hifto- 
rics; begimneth the age of people, and of Cities; thatisto fay,about three or 
fowerthoufand yearesdince men began to writebookes ; we fhall find thar 
there‘hath not bir any Authour amongftthe Gentiles ; more auncient then 
Homers And that ferrers hauenot bin fithence with like earneftnes followed; 
not in'alltimesand countriesiequally efteemed : but onely in certaine famous 
agésiwhich we may tearmeHetoicall. Inthe which.(humainepower and 
wildonrs keeping companie one with the other) men haue commonly feen, 
theart Militarie,, Eloquence, Philofophy, the Mathematicks, Phyfick, Mu- 
fick,:Poetric, eiiacla pt eu caruing , andgrauing , to florifh toge- 
therisiand to fall together: as it hath efpecially hapned in the kingdoms of 
Sefdftris; Ninus, Cyrus; Alexander ; of Auguftus and Traian; ofthe, Ara- 
bians and Sarazens}-and in this.age, inthe which after they hadbin jong time, 
a ifleepe3 they hauebinwakened againe, and have recouered their former 
ftrength: which isnot to fay , that there hauenot hapned many other admi- 
rable kuents in othet-{eafons, butthefeare moftnotable: inthe which many 
‘extraordinarie tatuailes haue meptogether in matter of armes , and of let- 
ters; and which Hane:moft fimilitudebetweene them; as it, will appeare in. 
reciting Of thembs: , 2200. J Sar E pwierien cme her: 
“IW AE RF ORE is it fo come to pafle, rather at thefe times then at 
others? and what #¢afon can wegiue thereof? tothendthe betrer.to wnder- 
ftand'thre prefent confideration , being of fo great waight, andlong deducti- 
on? Fefeemes to fome;that we ought not to maruaile, that inan infinite {pace 
ofitime,'as fortune:turneth ,andivarieth diuerfly , there:-hapnethiby cafuall 
chance, fomeaccidents like vnto others. Forbe itthat there is no certaine ° 
number ferdowne-ofaccidents that may fall out;fortune hath fruitful mat- 
tériénoug h'to produceeffedts refembling onean other: or elfe be it that hu- 
maifiechancesarecomprehended ina determinatenuimber, theremuft needs 
fometimes happenlike cafes, confidering that they are brought tepatle by 
the famecaules pand bythe famemeanes: Others fay , that inlengthof yeares 
atéieertaine periods ofthe whole world, andin thone, that all arts dogrow 
in reputation , and intheother do fall, and come tobe neglected . Others at- 
tribute itto honour , and torewards, which are more propofed at one time 
thenat an other : for afmuch as by good intertainment all men areinduced to 
vertiie. And affaying to rendera reafon wherefore many notable perfonages 
meete inthe fame feafons, or little diftant thone fromthother,and trauayling 
G2 in 
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in diuetsexercifes do obtaine alike excellencie , and reputation ; they thinke 
that mensiwits are nourithed by emulation ,andthat fometimes enuie, fome- 
timesadimiration,doth ftir them vp,and maketh them mount by little and litle 
to theshigheft ; where itis hard to remaine, fince euery thing that can-nor 
go forward, or vpward.,doth naturally difcend , andretre, yea commonly 
much fafter then it afcended. And astheyare prouoked to follow of imitate 
thefirft, fo after they difpaireof going beyond them, or attayning torhém; 
they-lofetheir courage of trauayling,, and labouring with their hope slea- 
wing the matter as alreadie pofleffed: which falleth atter by negligence, and 
commeth to contempt . Ariftotle, who affirmeth the-world to be eternal; 
and Ptato, who faid thapit had a beginning , butthat it fhouldhauenoend; 
do both affirme, that infinite things haue:bin in oné,and the fame kinds.and 
fhould bee infinitely; that there:is nothing whofé like hath not.bins that 
there fhouldbe nothing which hadnet bin; and that nothing hath bin; but 
fhouldbeagaine: That inthis manet the Arts and fciences yand other aus 
maine inuentions can not be perpetual:(thofe Nations being diftroied where 
they fourifhed) by reafon of extreme heats and inundations, which mutt 
needes happen at certainetimes by the mowing ; and progrefle of theftartes: 
either bythe fireand water, difcending fromaboue in-exceeding quanrivies 
or firebreaking out of the earth ; orthe-fea forcibly ouerflowing hisbahkes, 
or bythé increafe and fwelling of riuers , which cah nor runne intothe fea; 
or thatthe earth trembling and quaking opertit felfe, and violenrly caftforth 
the water before inclofedin his-entrailés:: 3 .y<) cieencia oy cdreneci 
_ Burhowbeitthe Starres haue fome power towards thedifpofing efsnfe- 
riourthings;the fituation of places, and:temperature of the feafonsof:the 
yearedovhelpe, concerning vnderftandings and maners;;theréwardandho- 
nour propofed vnto mans induftrie; the learned ages , and liberal! Princes, 
giue great aduiancement vnto Arts sand emulation ferueth for a {pit there- 
voto: Notwithftanding for my part, Icthinke that God beingcarefill ofiall 
the parts of the world,doth grant the excellencie of Armes and of Learhing; 
fometimesvnto Afia, fometimes ynto Africk , fometimes vnto Eurepe; efta- 
_blifhing the foueraign Empire of the world, once in the Eaft, another tine 
in. the Weft,another time in the South, another in the North: and fuflering 
vertue and vice, valiancie and cowardize , fobrictie and: delicacie ;khow~ 
ledge and ignorance, to go from countrie to countrie yhonouring and-diffa~ 
ming the Nations at diuers times : tothend that euery onein his rurnemight 
haue part of good hap andill and thatnone fhould waxe proudebyouer- 
long profperitie: as it. will appeareto haue fallen out vntothis prefent 5 by 
particuler recitall ofthe Nations accounted the firft or chiefeft ofthe werld,. 
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concurring in the Coniunttion of Power and wifdom, 
through the most renowmea Nations of the world: 
and whohaue bin the first and moft aun- 


cient ofall that haue excelled in 
them both. 


The fourth Booke. 


Gs Nrending to begin our difcourfe by the moft auncient 
© © Nations of the world, I find my felfe hindered by the dif- 
ferent, which hath bin betweene{ome of them,touching 
the honour of antiquitie, and of precedence. 
~ LHE INDIANS inhabiting Countries of mar- 
 uailous largenefie, did boaft,that they were the true Ori- 
aD) 3B 4 ginaries ;hauing neuer receiued any ftrangers among 
them; neither feat any of theirs to dwell elfwhere: Burt thatthe firft amongit 
them vied fuch victuals, as the earth brought forth of itfelfe, and skinns of 
beafts for their garments: andthen found our by littleand little , the Arts, fci- 
ences, and other things neceflarieto lie well: That their land is fo fertile, 
that they neuer found want of victuals . For whereas it bringeth forth twice 
in a yeare all maner of Corne,they gather one Harueft in winter, at fuchtime 
as they plant rootes; and thother in fummer,when they fow Rice, fefame,and 
millet ; wherofthere commeth great aboundance from thence, forafmuch 
as the graines and fruits grow there, without any help of man ; and thatthe 
rootes growing in the marithes of finguler fweetnes , ferue men in fteed of 
other victuals verie fufticiently: and thatthe cuftomes do helpethatfertilitie 
much, which they obferue in time of warres , notto hurt the husbandmen, 
nor endamagethe laborers.in anything ; butto leauethem in peace, asmini- 
fters of the common profit; and notto burne the farmes, and villages of their 
aduerfariesthemfelues; norto cuttheir trees,or corne which they hadfowen. _ 
_ THE ftrength of the Indians appeared then, when they wereaflayled by 
Semiramis Queene of Affyria: for being a woman exceeding couetous of 
honour , and of glorie; after fhe had conquered Egipt, and Ethiopia, fhe 
thought yet to makeonewarremore, the memorie whereof fhould laft for- 
ever . Vniderftanding then that the people of the Indies , was the greateft of 
the world,and their Countrieaboueall others,excellent inbeautie,and ferti- 
‘Litie : where the earth (asisfaid) caried twicein a yeare fruits and feeds; and 
where there was great quantitie of gold, filuer, brafle,precious ftones, oe all. 
| G other 


-euery one his oblationmade for facrifices , and tooke the care and charge 
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other thinges, both for profit and pleafire : fhe imployed all her forces a- 
gainftthe Indians, ouer whom raigned Staurobates , and aflembled her Ar- 
mie, in the which there werethree Millions of foote, fine hundred thou-. * 
fand horfemen,a hundred thoufand chariots , and asmanie fighters on ca-. 
mels-backs , with fwordes of fixe foote in length; twothoufand barkes or 
fhipps ,and made or fained Elephants in great number , whofe counterfaits 
were cariedon Camels. Which militari¢e preparation being vnderftood by 
the King of the Indians; he aflayedto exceed her forces; and hauing ordai- 
ned ali things ina readines for the refifting of her, hefent his Ambaffadours 
before ,reprehending her of great ambition , that without being prouoked 
by any wrong,or iniurie of them, fhe made warre againft them: blaming her 
befides in many and diuers refpects , and calling the Gods to witneffe , he 
threatned her, that if (he wereouercome in battaile , he would caufeherto 
be hanged and crucified. Whereunto Semiramis anfwered fmyling,that they 


“mutt fight with prowefle, and not with words. T he battailes then appro- 


ching oneagainft the other ; Semiramis had the better in the firft. encounter: 
and inthe fecond was ouerthrowen, with her counterfait Elephants; in fuch 
fort, that almoftal!the A flyrians being putto flight , Staurobatesby chaunce 


-meeting with Semiramis, hurt her firft with an arrow in thearme, andthen 
-witha dart inthe fhoulder , and as fhe was gettingtohorfe , fhe was almoft 
taken ;theKings Elephant purfuing her. The Aflyrians in this maner ouer- 
“come, tookethe way to their {hips , andthe Indians purfuing their vitorie, 
flew many of them atthe ftraights and narrow waies , in the which the 
-fooremen and horfemen being intermingled, hindred one an other : in fo 
.much tharthere was no meanes to flie ,norto faue themfelues ; but they kil- 


Jed one an other with their prefle and diforder. Andwhen the greateft part 


of fuch ashad efcaped this ouerthrow were pafled ouer the bridge, which 


was made with boates on the riuer Indus, Semiramis caufed itto be broken; 
and theking being warned by prodigious apparitions not to go beyond the 
bridge , ceafed the purfuit: Such was the proofeof the Indian power. 
-. Touching their wifdom,the Brachmanes made profefsion therof amongft 
them maka , and auftere; being holiemen, liuing according totheir Lawes: 
Antending altogether the contemplation of God, without making any proui- 
fion of vittailes: for the earth'furnifhed them alwaies with new and frefh; 


the rivers gaue them drink, and the leaues falling of thetrees,and the graffe 
_ yeelded them lodging. And there was not one amongft them reputed a holie 


or a i man, if while he was yet liuing of perfect memorie and vnderftan- 
ding , hedid not feparate his foule from his bodie with fire , and did not go 
pure'and cleane out of the fleth, hauing confumed whatfoeuer was mortall 
an him. And whereas the people were diuided into feauen fortes and de- 


“grees, they were the firft in dignitie , being exempted from all charges snot 


dubie& vnto any man nor ruling ouer any; but as men acceptable vnto the 
Gods , and reputed to knowe all that is done in Hell; they receyued of 


of 
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of the dead, receiuing great guifts by occafionthereof. Affembling and ga- 
thering themfelues togither at beginning of the yere;they fortold,ot drouths, 
raines, windes,difeafes,and other things : the knowledge whereof brought 
great profit tothe people. Their Artifans were very good as being brought 
vp ina pure,and cleane aire,& drinking nothing but good and wholfomewa 
ters. Thegouermét ofthe Indians,being diuided into many parts, it was not 
permitted vnto any to change hismaner of liuing not feeming reafonable vn- 
ro them, thata man of warre fhould till the earth,nor that a Philopher fhould 
becomean Artifan. 
-. Onthe other part,theET HIOPIANS vaunted them feluesto bee the 
firft created of al the men in the world, & thatthey were brought forth by the 
earth:for confidering that the heate ofthe funnein drying the earth when it 
was moift,had giuen lifeto allthings, it was alfo cOfequent that in places nee- 
reft vnto the fiine,there were procreated from the beginning al kind of liuing 
creatures, T hey faid that religion & adoration ofthe gods was firft found out 
amongft them;and the facrifices, procefsions, pompes, folemnities,and al fuch 
things,by the which honour was giuen them of men: of the which they had 
fuch rec6pentfe, that they were neuer vanquifhed nor ouercom by any ftrange 
king; & that alwaies they had remained in liberty. And howbeit diuers prin- 
ces Fad aflaied with great armies to bring them in fubiection, yet none of thé 
had enioyed their Empire. Moreouer that they were the firft that had inuen- 
ted the formes and vie of letters , and giulen themfeluesto the ftudy of Aftro- 
logy, as well byreafon oftheir quick wits, and fharpnes of vnderftanding, 
whereby they exceed all other nations; as bythe oportunitie of the Coun- 
trey which they inhabite: and thattherforethey haue continual ferenity, and 
tranquility ofthe aire, and hauenot the feafons of the yere, difordered , and 
variable; but line alwaies in onetemperature. Moreouer that the Egyptians 
‘were difcended of them; the Priefts of both nations obferuing the fameorder 
and maner of doing their facrifices, & vfing the like veftures,and ornaments. 
For the prerogatiue of antiquity there was in times paft great contention 
between the Egyptians,and the Scythians.Forthe E G Y PT IANS fayde; 
that fromthe beginning when the world wascreated, where other lands bur- 
ned on theone (ile by ouergreat heate ofthe funne, & others onthother fide 
were frozen thorough the extremity of the colde,in fuch fortthat they could 
neither bring forth new men nor receiue ftraungers, ifany had comethither: 
and efpecially before garments were inuented to keepe men from colde, and 
heate;and the artificiall remedies to correct the ill difpofition of places:Egypt 
hath alwaies bin fo temperate, thatthe inhabitants thereof.are not molefted 
with the great cold of winter ; nor with the heat of Sommer. Alfothelandis 
fo fruitfull there of all thing neceflary for the life of man,that not any where 
els is founda land{o plentifull, Wherefore reafon would haue it, that men 
fhould be firftbornein that Countrey where they might beft, and with moft 
eafebenourifhed. . 
Onthecontrary,theS C Y T HIANS faide thatthe temperatnes ferued 
to ne 
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to no purpofeto prouetheantiquitie; for when nature parted, and deuided 
extreme heat, &extremecold into diuers regions ; itisto bethought that the 
land which firftremained vncouered & vnciothed of theis two extreme qua- 
lities,did incontirently bring forth men, and beafts, which might there bee 
nourifhed. And concerning trees,and other fruits they were varied according 
to the eftate of the Countries. And for as much as the Scythians hauea fhar- 
per airethenthe Egyptians,fo aretherebodies and their vnderftandings har- 
der alfothen theirs. Neuerthelefle, ifthe frame of the world which isnow 
diwtided into two partes hath bin fometimeall one, whether the whole earth 
were inclofed and inuironed with water, or thatthe fire ( which hath engen- 
dred all things) held and poffeffed the whole world, in both cafes the Scy- 
thians werethe firft: For if the fire poffeffed al, it muft needs bethat by littlei& 
little it was quenched to make place for the habitable earth; In which cafe it 
isto bethought, that it was firftquenched on the north fide, becaufe it is the 
coldeft region,and the Scythians are feated there:whence it cometh to pafle, 
that even atthis prefent it isthe coldeft countrey that isknowen. And inre- 
gard of Egypt,and all the Eaft, we muft thinke that the heate was there but 
lately remitted; For yet at this day they haue meruailous heate there when 
the funne is at higheft. Alfo if the whole earth were at the firft enuiro- 
ned with water , it is to bee thought that the places that are hygheft 
were firft difcouered; and that where the earth is loweft , there the wa- 
ter remained longeft; and by confequent , that there where the earth was 
firft difcouered, and dryed, there began firft all liuing things to be ingendred: 
But the countrey of the Scythiansis higher then all other lands,as appeareth 
by this, that all the riuers which doarife there difcend tothe poole Meotis, 
and from thence dotake their courfe into the Ponticke Sea, and into Egypt: 
which Countrey of Egyptis folowe, and fo fubie€t to waters,that although 
fo many Kingsthoroughout fo many ages, haue with greatdiligence , and 
expence,madefo many rampyers, fomany bankes, anddyches tokeepe the 
land from being ouerflowen by theimpetuofity of riuers: becaufe that when 
they held them inon onefide, they ran outonthe other, they haue fo little 
preuailed that yetat this prefent, theyarenot able there to till the land ; ex- 
cepttheriuer Nilus be held in by Caufwais,and bankes. And it isnot pofsi- 
ble thatthis countrey did firft ofall bring foorth men, whichnotwithftan- 
ding the bankes and caufies, yet by meanes of themudde and dreges which 
the riuer Nilusbringeth in and leaueth there,appeareth yet all waterie. By 
thefereafonsboth thone,andthother nation maintained their antiquitie. 

But asconcerning Egypt it is certaine that a part thereof was fomtimes co- 
uered with water. Allthat which is aboue Memphis, towardesthe moun- 
_ taines of Ethiopia, hath bin Sea by the opinion of Herodotus. And Strabo 
thinketh all the land which is from Siena vntothe Sea watered with the riuer 
Nilus,to hauebin at thebeginning called Egypt, which was much increafed, 
as one may fee by theverfe of Homer , fauing that the Ifle of Pharos was a 
daies iourney diftant from firme land: which is now euenalmoft ioyning to 

: Alexandria. 
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_ Alexandria. Ifthefethings betrue,they,fhow fufficieatlythatthis land isnot 
auncient. Neither cantheScythians pronetheir antiquity: [fitbe true that 
Herodotus fayth, that they began burathoufand yecres:beforethe raigne, of 
king Darius ouer, the.Perlians. Butasjboth regions by the reafons.debated, 
haue not bin very apt for habitation ofmen: fo is.4t b etterto beleeuethat land 
to hatiebin firft inhabited, which hath the aire moft temperate: by which 
-meanes the Egyptians faid that they weremoft-auncient, Butasthey by rea- 
fon ofthe waters cannoralleage any aun¢ient habitation _ foneithercan the 
Scythians becaufethey dwell ina quarter which is afffiéted with conuinuall 
colde. Wherefore it is more conformablevntotrueth poday that the middle re- 
-gionbetweenethem both,where the, territory of Damafco is fituated,hath 
bornetherfirft men: (as the holy-Sctipture witnelleth ) which is exempted 
from the difcommodities of Egypt,and, of Scythia, and; by reafon of the {iru- 
ation is naturally more temperate them either ofthem both: Otherwife it is 
hard by humaine knowledge, to knowin what place, what people, or what 
nation hath bin thefirft;by how mmuchfpace,or how.many, yeres it was, afore 
the reft. Yet the opinion in times paft touching the beginning of people was 
_fuch;that at the beginning of allthings the heauen,and earth, had.one onely 
-eflence , and forme; but that afterwarde the Flemens being fepatated one 
fromthe other, the worldtooke that order in which we feeit now, Among : 
which elements there befell into the aire that continuall motion whieh it 
harh; andto the fire for his lightnes that place which ir hath aboue the aire; 
‘and forthe fame reafonto the Sunne, & flars, the courfe, whichthey naturally 
-keep.T hat which wasmixed with moiftureby Leia ofhis heauines.remat- 
nedin the fame'mafle. Wherhence was created of} the moiftelt the {ea;& of the 
_hardeft.the earth being foft in it felfe,andmyric. whieh 


rth being fof when it was frlt dri- 
ed, andmade thicker by the heate of the {unne,after by force of the heate lif- 
‘ted vp, & madeto {well vpwards,theregrew together in many & dinersplaces 
_therofcertaine humoursingendring rotrenes, conered and hid with thinne 
-and tender skinnes. As generation then 1s made in moift thinges. by adding 
-heatevntoit;.and theaire blowen abroadeby night feedeth irwith moifture, 
whichis ftrengthened in the day time bythe power ofthefunne:finally thefe 
~ rotteh things being comeas it wereto their extremity, brought forth (as if the 
time of their childbirth had bin come) the figures of all forts of creatures and 
Tiuing things, afterthofelitle skinnes, were broken, Of which liuing crea- 
tures fuchas hadreceiued moft heate were made flying birds,.and mounted 
into the, higher regions; thofe. which had moft earth remained aserpents, 
and fuch other beats, below: they which rerained thenature of Water, were 
putin the elemeatof their complexion,and called fifhes: Then theearth' be- 
ing made dryer fromthence forward, as well by:theheare of thefunne,as by 
the winds, leit bringing forth any more fuch creatures. But thofe whieh were 
_alreadymade,begot others by continual commixtion.Men being thus formed 
fought their living inthe fields leading.a fauagelife without any orders ynto 
_whothe hearbs & trees brought forth of héfelues that WP GHARAT ae 
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were any Antipodes, then to fall into any abfurd impietie ; or to gainefay 
- learned antiquity in this point. But-it is certaine both by the auncient-and 
modern nauigations,that there are Antipodes, as thofeof [aprobana are to 
the Spanyards: which is knowen by the afpect of heauen, appearance of the 
ftarces, hyding of our pole, and elevation of theirs, hauing (as hath bin faid) 
every thing contrary vnto vs, Sommer, and Winter, day and night, Eaft 
~ and Welt. SBN (9 WOR Peo ! iW bhow ue 

THE GREEKS in their fables faid, that Vulcan being amorous of 
Minerua, thed his feed onthe land of Athens, from whence fpong the Athe- 
nians:who therefore vaunted themfelues, that they were borne of their owne 
land withouttaking any original elfwhere:vnderftanding by theearth al mat- 
ter,and by Vulcanthe fire,which moueth the earth , and quickeneth it: and 
that Cerés after the raui(hment of het daughter Proferpina, hauing wande- 
redlongthroughout the world, cameinto their Countrey where fhe fhow- 
edthem the vfe of wheate , wherehence afterward it was manifefted to all 
men: thattheir Ciry hath not onely communicated fuch meanes of liuing to 
the indigent; but alfo wasthe firft that eftablithed lawes; and fet downe go- 
uernment: and tharin part it inuented the arts feruing for necefsity,and plea- 
fre; andin part hath approuedthem,ormadethem better, and moreexqui- 
fite: obtaining thehonour of Philofophy, by which all theis things hauebin 
either inuented, or amended; and of eloquence which firft tooke beginning 
in Athens, and hath there bin brought to perfe&tion : that City hauing got- 
ten by wifedome and eloquence {uch excellency, and reputation, that her 
Scholers were Maifters of others; and that the nameof Greeks was no more 
anameofa people or nation,but ofreafon and viiderftanding: and that the 
partakers of their learning weremore efteemed Gretkes, thenthofe which 
patticipated of the famenature withthem. -— 0 . 

Atthisday the wandring AR ABI1A NS boaft'themfeluestobethe firft ~ 
ofthe world , hauing neuer bin mingled with other nations,and hauing kept 
entier (asthey fay) thenobility of theirbloud. | 

BVT OMIT TING allthefe difputings, and boaftingsof nations, 
all fantafies, and humaine reafons of Philofophers; we will reft our felues 
onthe certainty of holy {cripture,touching the creation of the world, and 
of mankinde. And concerning the difcourfeof armesjand ofletters which 
are here in queftion, we wil begin it bythe Egyptians: who being ingenious 
and valiant, feeme to haue bin the firft that haue excelled, in wiledome,and 
power: from whom the Greekes' drew almoft.all theirknowledge,which 
we vie atthis day: hauing not onely in eftimation, but alfo inadmiration both | 
Egypt, and the Egyptians. LAHORE TRG ORENG ANT ORB Teo RM . 
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OF THE POWER, LEARNING, AND. 


_ other excellency of the Egyptians: 


i Mongft others. focrates ; that moft excellent oratour, prayfing B afi ris, 


\, who made choife of tharC ountrey toraigne, in asthe moft commodi- 
ous of all the world, writeth thus: for confidering other places notto 
beconueniently fituated in refpedt of the nature ofthe whole world, but that 
fome are too much fubieét to raine, and. others otherwaies molefted ; and 
thatregionto be in the faireft feat ofthe earth,andmoft abounding in all forts 
of good things, and enuironed withthe tiuer Nilus,as with a naturall wall, 
which not onely keepeth, but fatneth it 5 being inexpugnable to ftraungers 
that affaile it,and much profitabletothofe which dwell neere it,by the wate- 
rings and other commodities which theyreceiue of it; whofe induftry alfo 
he hath madealmoft diuine in matter of tillage. For by hismeanes they haue 
bothraines and drouthes in their difpofition :.which arebeftowed by Iupi- 
ter elfwhere.T heir felicity is fo great,that if one confider the excellency,and 


goods of theC ountrey and their fpacious fields , he willthinke theyinha- — 


itethe maine land; ifthe commodities whetewith it aboundeth which are 
caryed out, and thofe which not growing there are brought in thither from 
other places, he wyillthink that they dwell in an Ifland.Eor the riuer running 
here, & there,and watering it thoroughly, doth furnifhthem with two mer- 
uailous commodities; Bufiristhen began where wife men ought tobegin; 
choofing a faire placewhich fupplied'all things needfull for the inhabitants 
aboundantly. Then diuiding them by orders, and eftates,he GH Neate fome 
for facrifices, others for handy crafts, and others for warfare; t inking that 
ordinary necefsities and commodities ought to be furnifhed by tillage, and 
by trades, but that the protestion of them wasmoft aflured by the exercife 
of armes; and deuotion towards the Gods. Accomplifhing then allthe per- 
fection required in agood law maker,;heordained that euery of them fhould 
derftand any thing well,ner do any thing perfectly; but thofe which are al- 
waies conuerfant about thefamethings, do commonly excell. Whence itis 
come to pafle, that the Egyptians in enery att do excell fomuch all other: Are 
tifans, as good workmen are wontto excel the vnskilful and ignorant.More- 
ouerthey obferue fo good order in adminiftration of their kingdomejand al 
other publicke gouernment, ‘that the moft farnous philofophers roma of 
fuch affaires; prefer the-gouernment of Egyptaboueall:theirs. Alfoto him 
we muft refer asto the principal authour, theftudyand exercile’ of wifedom: 
for he fo aduantaged the prices firft that they might maintainethemfelues in 
chiefe place withthe holy reuenues: that afterwards great holynes being by 


2 


alwaies exercife one trade, penning Baeby which change oft,cannotwn- ° 


theit lawes required of them, they might liue temperatly, and being exemp- 


ted from warfare,and other charges;they might reftin quiet. ang 
- THEY enioyingthen this commoditie, haue inuented Phyficke to helpe 
the 
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Jong time before , by oracles , prophecies ,and fignes in Heauen and earth: 
and after their death , reuerenced with diuine honours . SoGOD mea- 
ning then to: eftablifh in Afia a moft mightie Monarchie , and to bring 
Philofophie intothe world, at the fametime ; he raifed vp CY RV S,as 

raife-worthie a Prince ,as any other hath bin either afore , or after him, 
Ic is he alone amongft all the great Lordes and Captaines , of whom hi- 
ftories do make mencion, that could obferue modeftie in all his profperi- 
ties, and victories ; and bridle his abfolute power and aucthoritie , with 
equitie and clemencie . But from whence may wee hate a more certaine 
teftimonie of his excellencie, then from the Propher £/ay, where he was 
- named two hundred yeares before he was borne ; and is called of GOD 
his king, promifing to hold his right hand , that hee might take ftrongé 
Townes, and fubdue mightie Nations , and humble the great Kings of the 
earth. And he chofe him amongft allthe Princes of the Gentils , to reedi- 
fie the Temple of Ierufalem , and deliuer the ewes from the Captiuitie of 
Babylon, in the which they had long remayned ; reftoring them to their full 
libertie ;and vie of the true Religion. 


The words of E/ay are thefe, The Lord faith thusto CYRV'S his anoyn- 
ted: I haue taken the right band, that I may ubdue the Nations before his face, 
and that I may weaken the raines of Kings , that the dores may be opened before 
him, and that the gates be not jhut . I will go before him, andmake the crooked 
spaies firaight . L will breate the gates of brafse , and will brufe the barres of 
wron, and will gine the treafures laicd up , and the thinges hid in fecret places’ 
that thou maitt know that 1 am thy Lord the God of Iraell , calling thee by thy 
name ,for my feruant Itcobs fake and for Ifracll my chofen. I hao alone thee 
‘by thy name, though thou neuer knoweit me. But though’fortune were verie 
contrarie to him at the beginning ; yet did GO D neuer forfake him: but 
following the prophecie , deliuered him from many dangers, and incon- 
ueniences. AST Y AGES king of the Medeshad adaughter called Man- 
dana , of whom he dreamt in his fleepe, and it feemed vnto him that he 

- fayy her make water infuch abundance that fhe filledall the Citie of Ec- 
batane, and froin thence watered and ouerflowed all Afia: He propofed 
this vifionto fome of his Mages , expounders of dreames,, and was afraied 
with that which he fearned ofthem: Wherefore; when Mandana was of 
yeares to be maried , hee would not giue her to any Median Lord , but 
gaue hertoaPerfian, whonvhe found of a good houfe,and of fweet and 
peaceable maners ; though he efteemed him leffe thena Median of meane 
eftate . Mandanalbeeing maried to this Perfian, called. Cambyfes, the firft 
yeare of their tnatiage Aftyages had at other vifion ; and dreamed thar 
he faw a: Vine'comming out of the wombe of his iki ,and {preading 
ouer all Afia::which he propofed to the deuiners , asbefore, and hearing 
them fent into Perfta for his daughter, being alreadie with child’; whd 
being‘come, he commaunded fhe fhould:be carefully kept, purpofing to 
put her child ro: death : becdufe the Mages is told lim, thatthe ee 
zd : I Lis 
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his daughter fhould one day raigne in his place: Wherefore,as foone as fhe 
brought forth a child (who was called C YR VS) he appointed Harpa- 
gus his greateft fauorite , and. tmruftieft feruant , to put him to death’; who 
gaue himto a Shepheard ,to be expofed fora pray to wild beaftes: which 
the fhepheard did , and left him inthe midft of a foreft, wrapped in a blan- 
ket of cloth of gold ,and amantle of divers colours : whither retourning 
afterward , he found a bytch by the child , which gaue him fuck, and de- 
fended him from the beaftes.. Wherefore, beeing moued with the fame 
pitie which moued the bitch, he brought the cradle into his Cabin, and 
nourifhed the child as his owne, till he wasten yeares of age; when he was 
chofen king amongft the children: In which charge, bearing himfelfemoré 
brauelier then the eftate of a fhepheards fonne yeelded , in appointing to 
cuery one their offices , and eftates ; fome to buyld him houfes,and caitles ; 
others to be of hisgard , one to beasthe eye ofthe king ; another ordayned 
to make report vnto him of the gouernment of his affaires ; and chaftifing 
roughly fuch as difobeyed him ; he became knowen, and was brought back 
- againe to Aftyages: whobroughthim vp, thinking his dreametobe accom= 
plithedin thischildith royaltie, f nf 
__ Burt being woxen greater, hebecame moft warlike; and hauing at the be- 
ginning of his conquefts but thirtie thoufand fighting men; afterwards ashe 
increated in Lordthips, he augmented his forces, and gathered togither fixe 
hundred thoufandfootemen, fixe {core thoufand horfemen, and aboue two | 
thoufand chariots , armed with hookes : His Empire being the greateft and 
the faireft that euer king hadin A fia: Boundedtowardsthe Eaftwith thered 
fea ,towardsthe North with the feaEuxinus; onthe Weft with Cypresand 
Egipt ;and onthe fouth with Ethiopia. He conquered fitft the Countrie of 
the Medes, andthe Hircanians, which yeeldedthemfelues vnto himoftheir 
owne free will ; ther fubdued by force the Affyrians, the Arabians and Ca: 
padocians , the inhabitants of thone, and thother Phrygia ;the Lydians,Ca+ 
rians, Phenicians, and Babylonians; He ouercamethe Baétrians , Indians; 
and Cilicians: Moreouer alfothe Saques , Paphiagonians , Magadides, and 
many other Nations. Likewife he niade himfelfe Lord of the Greeks dwel: 
ling in-Afia ; and pafsing the feahevanquifhed the Cyprians ,and Egiptians. 
Hebelieged and tooke Babylon, which, it was incredible thar itm ight either 
bebuiltby mans workmanship, ordiftroyedby humane power -And neuer- 
thelefle, heaflailedit asan enemie, {poiled it as vanquifhour;anddifpofed of 
itas Lord. He brought vnder his obedience fomany Nations; which were 
notof his language, nor vnderftood not oné an other: anddtrerched his do= 
miftion ouer fo many Regions,by the feareof hisname: In-fuch fort,that he 
_ aftoniedall the world,and nonedurft refit him. T his notwithftanding , he 
madehimfelfe fo much beloued, that they defired neuer tohaue. any other 
Lord; andtheyreuerenced him asa father,gouetning fo grearan Empire,and 
of fuch largenes;bya'meruailovis order which he fet downewhenhewas in 
peace:P rouiding for his refidence, counfail, audiences, his gard sami 
a aie aa is 
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his houfe, the feruice, exercife, and health of his perfon ;thetraine and fol- 
Jowers of his Court ; diuifion of his prouinces, and gouernments of garri- 
fons in fortrefles, and frontiers ; his reuenew, iuftice,and fouldiery: Showing 
himfelfe religious, venerable, magnificent, liberal, and worthie to be imita. 
ted in all actions, by the Princesthat followed after him. It is faid that W4/ex- 
ander, hauing foundthe fepulcher of Cyrtis vncouered and defaced : caufed 
himto be put to death which had done it: And hauing read the infcription, 
which was in Perfian letters and words; hewilledhit alforo bewritten in 
Greeke vnderneath ; and the fubftance ofthe in{cription being this: O tan 
whatfoewer thou art , and Werte hiee thow comest ,( for I am afsured that thou 
walt comse,) I am Cyrus he which conquered the Empire for the Perfians and 3 
pray thee , do not enuie me this little earth, which couereth my poore bodie . Thefe 
words moued greatly the hart of Alexander to compafsion , when heconfi- 
dered the vnftabilitie of things. 
XENOPHON vnderftanding Cyrus to haue bin a Prince fo admira- 
ble in his deedes,and excellent in gouernment of men, he chofe himto ex- 
refle in his perfonthe image of a iuft and moderate raigne ; writing’ of his 
inftitution: which is one of the beft bookes that is to be read in Greeke, 
Plato acknowledging him fora worthy and valiant Prince, faid that he failed 
- greatly in bringing vp of hischildren : for beginning from his youth to make 
warre, and being butted all his life therein, he neuer thought onthegouern- 
ment of his houfe;but left histwo fonns,C AMBISES and SMERDES 
to the Ladies ofthe Court ;and tothe Eumuches to bring vp: whobrougke 
them vp as.children that were borne happie , not fuffering any to gainfay 
them in any fort ; and conftrayning all to praifé whatfoeuer they did or faid. 
As Cyras then was a Maifter of a great multitude of menaid beafts ahd of 
many otherthings, hedidnot confiderthat they to whom he wastoleaue fo 
many good things , were not brought vp inthe auncient Perfian difcipline, 
but in the corrupt difcipline of the Medes: which wasthe caufe of making 
them fuch;as¢ommonly they are, which arebrought vp with fo much liber- 
tie. Succeeding their fatherthen after his! deceafe,firftthone flew the other, 
not being able to endure an equal,and then likea mad man through dronken- 
nefle and ignorance he loft his eftae , byreafonofthe contempt Which men 
hadofhis follies 2.) mesg aly aaivy bobared 
ThenDAR IVS thefirit of thatname, cametothe Empire, who was no 
kings fonne, nor brought vp in C ourtlydelights : who gouerned himfelf by 
the Lawes, bringing in a’¢ommon equalitie,and making friend {hip amoneft 


them:all, whom hewon with good déedes: So being beloued of his fubieGts, | 


he conquered no fewer Countries then Cyriis had left him; ordayhinigtho- 
rough out all the Countries, landes , and Lordthips / under: his obedience, 
twentie gouernments, called in the Pérlian languape Satrapies | and taxing 
the annual! ‘tributes ; which euery of them:ought to pay in filuer, after the 
_ waight ofthe Babylonian talent;ér in gold according to the Euboick:fordu- 
ring theraigne of Cyrus,andhis fonne Cambyf es therewasnotribureim por 
avait ea 5 
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fed; but the Countries brought certaine prefents , and gave certaine gratuites 
and gittes tothe king : by reafonof which impofition,the Perfians faid, that 
DARIVS wasa Merchant, CAMBISES aLord,and CYR VS father: be- 
caufethat Darius was too good a husband, & drew profit out of euery thing; 
Cambifes proudeand cruel ; but Cyrus foft, kind, gentle, and gratious: ha- 
uing procured all goodthingsvntothe Perfians. 

The firft Satrapie comprehendedthe Iouians, the Magnetians which are 
in Afia,the Eolians, Carians, Lyeians,Melyans, and Pamphylians: all which 
made but atribute of fortietalents of filuer. Thefecond was of the Myfians, 
Lydians, Alyfonians,Cabalians,and Higennians,which paied fiftie talents of 
filuer. T hethird of the Hellefpontins, Phrygians, Paphlagonians , Marian- 
dines ,and-Syrians, taxed at CCC Ix. talents. The fourth of the Cilicians, 
which were boundto furnith euery yeate CCC Ix.white horfes: which was 
for every day in the yearea feueral horfe : paying moreouer fiue hundred ta- 
Jents, wherofa hundred and fortiewere appointed for the finding of the faid 
horfes; and the other three hundred & three {core went into thekings cofers. 
Thefifth began at the Citie of Pofsidea,fituated in the mountains of Cilicia, 
and Syria,and ftretched out vntoEgipt,except Arabia which was exempted: 
This parcel ofland wherin were comprehended Phenicia,Paleftina,and the 
Ifle of Cypres, yeelded CCCL. talents. The fixth confifted in all Egipt,and 
the bordering Africans, with Cyrene, and Barce , which contributed with — 
them :fo thattheannual reuenew was of feuenhundred Talents; befides the 
fifhing ofthe poole Meris,and without reckoning of the Wheat which was 
prouided for fix {core thoufand Perfians, and their auxiliaries keeping garri- 
fon withinthe whitewals of Memphis.T he feuenth was ofthe Sattagidians, 
‘Gatudariaris, Dadiques, & Aparites, which was Clxx.taléts.T heeight contai- 
ned the towne of Sourfes,and an other portion of the pr te: CCCi 
The ninthconfifted in the Citie of Babylon,and thereft of Aflyria,finding a 
thoufand talents of filuer,& fire hundred geldedboies.Ofthetenth ordained 
for Ecbatane,& thereft of Media; with the xj.confifting ofthe Paricanians & 
Orthocorimbantes, were receiuéd-CCCCL. talents. Thetwelfth:reached 
fromthe Bactriansrothe Egles, and. was charged with CC Chu talents, The 
thirteenth began at Pactica with the Armenians} and other bordering lands; 
and was bounded with the greater fea being taxed at CC CC’ talents. The 
fourteenth confifted inthe Sagarties,Sarangres, T hamanees, Thirties, Meces, 
and inthe people ofthe HMlands of thered {ea :thetributeamounting vnto fix 
hundred talents. Inthe fifteenth were the Sacesand Cafpians;which yeelded 
- CCLAnthe fixteenththe Parthians, Chorafmians, Sogdians,&Arians:raxed 
at CCC.Inthe feuenteenth the Paricanians,& the Ethiopians of Afia CCCC. 
~ Intheeighteenththe Mariineans;Sarpites, & Atlatodians CG: Inthe xix.the 
Mofches:; Tibarenes, Macrofians; Mofinicians,& Mardians:‘CCC. Inthexx) 
were the Indians; which becaufe they were averie great multitiide, pated 
more tributethenal the othernations:namely,CCClx.talents 6f gdld.Althefe 
fums which were paidinthe is gimme hic i eee 
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Enboicktalent, cameto nine thoufand; fiue hundred,and fortie talents: And 
athe gold of the myne being multiplied by thirteene ; to fowerthoufand, fix 
hundredsand fower {core Luboick talents : and was leuied on: Afia, and fome 
part of Africk. Thenheratfed another tributeonthe Ifles; and Nations of 
Europe; hauing ftretched out his dominion as faras"T heflatie. Perfia was 
freed from: all payments ; andthe Ethiopians fenronely certaine prelents :as 
from three yeates to three , a buthell of gold fromthe myne, two hun- 
dred fagots of Ebony, flue hundred blacke boiesi, and. xxij. EI ephants , the 
greateft that could:be found .. The Cholchois:and Caucafians, from fiié 
yearesto fiue, one hiindred young boies , and asmanie girles. The Arabi 
ans, euery yeare a prefent of incenfe., weighing a thoufand talents. The 
meanes which he vied to keepe his Treafures,wasthus : Hecaufed the gold 
and {iluer to be melted, and caft into earthen barrels; then whethe veflell 
was full she madeit beremoued vp and downewith his Court: and when- 
foeuer he wanted money , he broke, or cut out therofas much ashe would. 

Toughing his husbandrie , and care for the intertayning of fch power,and 
riches : firit this king was moft carefull of Armes, ordayning himfelfein each 

pouernment, both the victuals,and paies, which wereto be diftributed tohis | 
ouldiers, afwell ftrangers , as hisnatural fubiects , thoroughout his garrt- 
fons :and feeing the mufters in perfon. Where fuch as were found to haue 
fulfilledthe appointed number of their men; and had beft mounted, and fur- 
nifhed them with armes , were aduanced in honours , and inriched with 
great gifts: On the contrarie, he chaftifed fuchas failed , or were giulen to 
Picory; putting others in their charges : Moreouer , he vifited himfelfe (as 
muchas he might) the Countries vnder his obedience , endeuouring to vn- 
derftand their eftate, and thofe which hecould not fee, he caufed to be vifited 
by fometruftie perfons, fent for that purpofe . Where hefoundtheCountries © 
well peopled, andthe lands diligently husbanded, full of corne, trees,and. 
fruits ; he rewarded the Princes , or Gouernors , with great gifts, and aug- 
mented their charges: Butthofewhofe countries were found defert, or eiiill 
inhabited , byreafon of their rudenes, infolencie , or negligence; he puni- 
fhed or difcharged them: being noleffe carefull to haue his Countries, well 
ordered bythe inhabitants ,then to haue them kept in fafetie by the garri- 
fons ; and caring no leffe for his reuenewesthen his armes ; and propoling 
as great areward tothe diligent labourers , as to the valiant warriours. 

We read, that then when theking of Perfia was in his greateft glorie,and 
reputation ,that his Maieftie was highly exalted , and magnificently ador- 
ned with auguft and venerable aucthoritie; that his royall feat being efta- 
blifhed at SVS Aor ECBAT ANA, he retyred himfelfe out ofthe fight 
of men into his pallace , being verie faire andrichly decked , with gold, fil- 
uer , yuorie, and other exquifite things: In the which weremany galleries 
arid halls,one within an other, many dores compafled betweene them, and 
feparated by fpaces, and the commingstothem fhut and clofed with gates of 
brafle: T hat there were many Princesand Lords appointed in their feuerall 

bi) | places, 
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places, and fome garding,and feruing his perfon; fomelooking to:thoferhar 
came in. and out at the-gates:, fome-receyuours ; and treafourers/ others 
Captaines, and men of warre : fome hunters and :faulconers sand others 
‘erdayned vnto other offices 3as.vife and necefsitie required. _Moréotter the 
Satrapes or Princes went:and came to and: fro, gouerning the whole Em- 
pier of Afia, beginning imthe Welt ar Hellefpont , and ending in Indiato- 
ward the Eaft.. Herodotus fhoweth by ‘iourneis and lodginges; that from 
Sardes in'Lydia , to Sufa:in Mennonia;:which was the Kinges feat , it 
was three Monethes iourney. It is-written alfo in the booke of Heifer, 
that ASSV.ER VS king of Perfiaraigned , euen from the Indies vnto 
Ethiopia, ouer an hundred twentie and:feauen prouinces,, writing to eue- 
tie prouince aceording to the Stile thereof , andto euerie people in their 
owne lan®uage. Inthe meane time the king termed by them, their Lord 
_ and God ,faw and vnderftood all things,,by meanes of poftes ordayned in 


al! the Countries vnder his‘obedience; and fpies difperfed here ;and there, 


and {ecret Intellegencers:fo that being fo many Officers, they did euery one 
in his charge indeuour himfelfe in fuch fort , that their Lord knew incon: 
tinéiitly whatfoeuer newthing hapned.,cuen from the frontiers of his go- 
uernment to the place of hisrefidence: which wasinthe midftof his king- 
dome, dwelling the winter in Babylon, becaufe the aire there is verie mild 
and temperate; the three monethes of the Spring-time, in the Towne of 
Sufa ; and the two monethes of great heat in the Citie of Ecbatana : In 
fuch fort, that by this changing of Countries , what feafon of the yeare fo 
euler it were, he was alwaies inatime like ynto the {pring .He was warned 
euery morning when he waked , to feare God, and to fee to thofe affaires 
which God hath committed to his charge. fie Wast | 

The intertainment of the Queene was correfpondent to this greatnes, 
and magnificence : for many prouinces were allotted her for the furnifhing 
thereof, which were called diuerfly , according to the vfe whereunto they. 
were appointed: As one was thé Queenes girdle; an other her vaile: and: 
fo likewife the reft, according to thofe ornaments which they furnifhed. 
As foone as his firft fonne , which was. to fucceede in the Crowne was 
borne, all his fubieCtes celebrated this day ; and afterwardes euery yeare 
thorough out Afia , they folemnized the feaft of his natiuitie .. Then the 


child was giuen to be nourifhed to the Eunuches , which held verie ho- . ° 


nourable places in the Court; and their principall charge amongft others 
was, to make him faire , and well proporcioned , by compofing and. or= 
dering his partes conueniently. Then when he was cometo feuen’ yeares, 
hee learned to ride , and began to goe on hunting. At the fourteenth 
yeare of his age, hee was inftru€ted by Matters called the royall Peda- 
gogues or Tutours , which were fower chofen amongft all the Perfians, 
the chiefeff of age and fufficiencie, that is ,the moft wile,iuft, temperate ;: 
and valiane : The firft taught hym the Magicke of ZOROAS TER, 
confifting in the feruice of the Godds, and kingly manners. The ‘eshe 
warne 
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wattied hiny'to bee ‘all his life true) and veritable: The third } that hee 
fhould nor bee fiipplanteéd by any ctipidity or defire! “The fourtlyyswas to 
make hin without feare, to the end hefhould not be -fubiekt ro towardife 
and pulillanimitie. ISLIOY LOOT YO IO MON AIRPORTS 2h-09SD MIE Ty 
~ But howbeitthefe things were well; and ‘religiouflpinticuted pyer were 
they ill obferued. For. after Darius his fonne X*ERucX ES: coiiming to 
rainge, which had bin brought vpiin the fame KingWy-deélicacies'as‘Oambites; 
heelikewife fell'intothe like inconutniences. For poffelsing togidher what- 
focuer: Cyrusand Darius ‘his father had gorten,-and Teens himlelfeexcee- 
ding richeand mighty ;hee ‘purpofedto conquere Greece and ‘came thy- 
ther with av ineftimable army , hauing by Seafiue hundred and feuenteen 
thoufand, fixe hundred'men; by land atmilion‘and {even hundred thoufand 
foote; and fourefcore thoufand horfemen , ‘with twentie thoufand Arabi- 
ans and’ Africans; vnto whomthere ioyned of Europe three hundred thou- 
fand; the whole multitudecomming totwo milions, fixe hundred’& feuen- 
teenthoufad fighting mé: the geal tha euer was infield after thofe of Ni= 
nus and Setnira mis:attheléaft, of which we haue knowledge by hiftories. 
Infomuch that we need not to marwaile, ‘at that whichvis fayd, that ronning 


ryuers Were dried vpby the infinite number whichidranke of then, and | 


that thete were fo many failes thatone couldenor/feethe Sea,by reafon of 
them. Buttherein theriches of Xerxes was moreto bee admired; then his 
conduct to bee commended ; becaufe he was alwaies {een to beethe firft 
in flying ;:and the laft.in comming to fight : being fearefullin‘daungers, 
couragious and ftoute in fecurity , and before hee came’ to: the'hazard of 
the warres. Trufting in his forces, asifhehad bin: Lord ouer nature, heé 
Jeueled mountaines withthe plaines,filled and raifed-vp vallies; pafled over 
armes of theSea on bridges aan he caufed tobee made, and tourned the 
courfe of others by newe channels to faile at his pleafire. But by how 
much more his comming into Greece was terrible; his departure thence, 
was fo much the more difhonourable ‘For being aftonyed by thedifeom- 
fitures of his people’, both by Sea and lande, hee went backe into Afia, 
euen almoft alone, ina fifherboate. Which retraite deferueth well to bee 
confidered with admiration, for knowledge of the trueth of mens deeds: 
to fee him hidden ina little Schiffe, whom, but alittle beforethe whole 
Sea could-not fuffice; and to fee him:deftitute of feruants , whofe armie 
all Greece coulde fearfe intertaine «In this manner Xerxes: who had bry 
the terrour: of the ;worlde beganto bee defpifed*of his owne people: af 
ter he had bin fo vnhappy inthe expedition of Greece: Info much that Ar 
tabanus:an Hircanian aman of great creditewith him, and Captaineof his 
Guarde flue him, and Darius his eldeftfonne-after him; hoping to make 
himfelfeKing: but fetting vpon Artaxerxes the fecond fonne, and hauing 
giuen hima firoke withhis fworde, AR'T AXER XES feeling him-= 
felfe wounded , but notto death, eftfoones tooke his {word in handifor his 
defence; and ftroke Artabanus fuch:a blowethathe fell deadto the Bears 
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SoARTAXERXES being almoftmiraculonflyfaued , and hauingal- 
fo therewith auenged the death of his father {ueceeded him inthekingdom, 
and Empire of Perlia, wherethere hathnotbin finceany king thathath bin 
greatin deed as Plato fayth: nor of any reckoning or renowne.For taking-a- 
way from the peopleto much oftheir liberty:& introducing a moreabfolute 
authority of ruling ouerthem,then was conuenient, they loft theamitieand 
communion of the ftate. Which things being loft,the Princes looked nolon= 
' gertothe profit of thefubiedts, or of the people: but.for the conferuation 
of theirauthoritie, whatfoeuer little profit was offered them, they razed the 
cownes,andicon{umed with fire the nations that weretheir friends: and ha- 
ting fpitefully, and without mercy;they were hated in like maner.And when 
it was needful that their people fhould fight forthem, they foidthem not of 
accord, to hazard them felues willingly,and to fight: but ruling ouer almoft 
innumerable men, theymadethem vniit for war; and.as hauing need ofmen, 
they hyred others; thinking to: preferue themfelues ,.and their ftate by mer- 
cenary and ftraunge Souldiors: who likewife forgar themfelues , fhewing 
bytheir deeds that they preferred riches before vertue.T hetyrannies which 
they vfedrowards their {ubiects for their pretended. conferuation are recited 
by Ariftorle in his Politicks, but nor approued : as to’ abafe and pull downe 
the higheft,and to takeaway the moft, couragious, notto permit their ban- 
kets;aflemblies, difciplines,nor any fuch thing: buttotakeheed to whatfoe- 
wer is Wont to rede othiet two, highnesof minde ; and confidence:to for- 
bid them: Schooles, and all other companies and meetinges; and to pro- 
uide inany cafe that they came not acquainted one with another : confide- 
ring that knowledge and acquaintance maketh mento have more affyance 
one in another. Thatatlthe archers of the Guard being ftraungers, fhould 
thew themfelues in theftreets,and walke before the doores of houfes; wher- 
bythat which the fubiectes imagined or pradtifed,fhould nie bekept fecret: 
and they would cometo hate lefle courageby being continually kept vnder: 
Moreouerto.endevour to difcouer what they faid and did,andtohaue fpies, 
lifteners,and.referendaries, difperfed thorough outthe Countries,and wher- 
foeuer therewere any aflemblies: for they becomeleffe hardy by fearing fuch 
maner of people,andifthey fhould waxe hardy,they beyet leffe fecret. Alfo 
that they fhould accufeand flander onean other, :and friends fall to debate 
with friends, the common people with the Nobles,and the richeamongft 
themfelues. And toimpouerith the fubieGs,ferueth thatthey benot conftrai+ 
ned tokeepea guard; and that being’ euery day bufied; they may haue no’ 
leafureto confpire; and that being vrged with fome war they may alwaies 
hauieneed of their king; ‘as their head aud Chiefetaine. Notto fuffer about’ 
him graue perfons, and free of fpeech; becaufethat fuch diminifhthe excel- 
Jeacy,and authority of the Lord: which would only feemeto befuch aone 
himfelfe: All which meanes, and fuch other like, being drawen outof the 
gouernment. of the Perfians;areryrannicall, and moft pernitious; gathered: 
by Ariftotle,not totheendtoteach themwvnto others;but rather to sat of 
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thembyknowing themifery oftyrants which are conftrained to fly to fuck 
euils, thereby toaffure their parfons, and eftates:which when they thinke by 
thefemeanes to bee fureft and fafeft; are then fooneft ouerthrowen at yna- 
-wares thorough the hate which their tyrannies haue engendred. ONT 
By which rough and hard vfage the Perfians being degenerated , fuffred 
them felues to bee ouercome in many partes of Afia, bordering on the Seai, 
and hauing pafled into Europe, they were beaten backe; fomeofithem peri- 
fhing miferably, and others fying fhamefully;as they were worthy, and had 
wel defertied. For it is impofsible(faith Ifocrates in his Panegyrick {peaking 
ofthem) to finde in people fo brought vp, and gouerned , any vertue or 
prowes to triumphe ouer their enemies. How fhould there be amongft fuck 
maners, either valiant Captaine,or good Souldiour; thegreateft part of them 
being but a confufed multitude, andnotaccuftomed to perills; being too 
foft for warre,and fitter to make flaues and drudges then our owne feruants? 
The moft honourable amongeft them neuer litied equally, familiarly, or 
civilly, but continue alftheir lifeto doe outrage vnto tome and feruice vn- 
to others; as people of depraved natures. By their aboundance of riches, 
they decke their bodies magnificently, hauing their mindes bafe and vile; 
by their Monarchie: And being refident in Court,they learne to humble 
them felues , and to haue a cowardly hart , worfhipping a mortall mans 
and calling him God, and making Jefle account of Gods then of men. | 
Thofe alfo which inhabite towardes the Sea who arercalled Satrapes, 
doe not difhonour the-Perfian difcipline’, but perfeuer inthe fame man= 
ners, behauing them felues difloyally towardes their friendes , and cow- 
ardly towardes their enemies ; and humbling themfelues dn one fide, and 
{welling on the other, they difpife their allies ; and honour their ad- 
uerfaries. eadeie), a3 +f 
X ENOPHON comparing the raigne of Cyrus, and of his fuc= 
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faCtours,butal thofe ofthe richerfort, were,in continual feare, and would 
not 
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noryeeld themfelues to the moftmightys anddurftnor’ approachor truft ta 
_ theking ; neither be of hisbandes ot ordinance; neither goto warre vnder 

him. By meanes whereof it was more then lawfull for thofe which made 
warre on them, to forrageand {pore theie Countrey without fight; and to 
the people toreuolt without feare of punifhment: as well for their impiety 
toward the Gods ; as for their iniuftice towardes men. Moreouer they be- 
came more faint of courage,and vntoward of mind and difpofition,not ving 
any difcipline either of body or mind: hauing loft and left ofthat maner of 
exerciling themfelues which was commaunded them; and all rulesof good 
life. For beforethere was alaw amongftthem, that they thouldnotfpitnor 
blowetheir nofes ; which was not ordained to make them rerainethe hu- 
mours within their bodies; but tothendthat by exercife all thofe humours 
fhouldbe confumed, andthey hauetheir bodies ftronger,and liuelier: now 
the cuftome not to {pit,nor blow their nofes,remained fill, butrotake paines 
at any labour or exercife, there wasno fuch matter. They had alfoan other 
Law to eate but once a day, tothend to haue the reft of thetime free to be- 
ftowe ontheir bufines; and it istrue that they did eatebut once a day; but 
they began it early in the morning, and fo continued eating anddrinking til 
night whenthey go to bed: Before, they dranke no wine, and abhorred all 
dronkennes; but Fae eanaes gauethemfeluesto wine; and thought it no 
fhame tobe dronke. They were wont to go fo oft on hunting, thatit fuffi- 
fedto keepethem in breath, and their horfes alfo: but they left offthat,as they 
did other good things. Moreouer the order fortheir children to frequentthe 
Court remained; butthedifcip line of ryding horfes, and vaulting was alro- 
pither loft. And whereas in times paftthe children leatned iuftice,by feeing 
caufes iudged according to right and reafon; that wasaltogither abolifhed: 
becaufethat noneouercame iniudgement, butthofe which gaue moft mo- 
ney. ‘They vfed before in their liuing, thedifcipline, and continenceof the 
the Perfians; anddid onely weare the magnificent habit ofthe Medes: but 
they afterwards fuffered the Perfian conftancy to be extinguifhed,and obfer- 
ued curioufly the delicacy of the Medés, ‘It fuffifed them notto have their 
bedsmade very foft; bur their feet alfo'ttode vpon tapiftry:left their going 
onthe pauiement fhould make any noife!T he feruiceofthe T able,and'things 
inuented for magnificence, were augmented fram day to day with new licow= 
roufnes, and delicacies. Inthe winter itwas not enough for themto haue 
their head, body, and feete couered ; but they vfedto wearedouble gloues: 
inSummer the fhadowes of the trees could not content’ them, bur they had 
men aboutthem, which inuented other kifdesiof fhades to coole them,after 
_a'ftrangefafhion. T heir aunicient cuftome was to be alwaies on hor feback, 
and neuer on foote; tothend to makethem good men at armes:burnow they 
had more clothes and couerings on their horfes,then on their beds;and cared 
not fomuch'for matter of armes and hotfemanhhip , as to be fat at their eafe: 
How fhould theynotthen become mote effeminate, and faint in matters of 
war, then they werebefore? ‘Forthen it' wastheeuftome of the pele i 
30 ’ for 
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forthofewhich held !andstofurnith menatarmes, and to fendthem forthto 
feruice; likewile to giuegood pay to garrifons, whenfoeuer there was occa 
fion for defenceoftheir countrey: but fincethartime porters,cookes,bakers, 
cupbearers, tafters, waiters onthebathes, feruants ofthetable, ryders, horf- 
keepers, fuchas carry andrecarry meate, groomes of the Chamber for theit 
downlying and their vpryfing, barbers,and trimmers, perfimers, and pain- 
ters, and others of fuch like occupations, were they which therich men fent 
in fteedof men of armes to the warre, tothend thatthey fhould bring them 
their pay. Euen thofe which feemed the beft, fhewed themfelues cowards; 


called him felfe Lord of all the world frémthe Eaft vnto the Wel : dere 
cence of Princes. Which luxurious taner of lining was'caufe of his vtter 
ouerthrow: as humanethings being variable hauetheir fatall inclination,fo 
ordained by the diuine prouidenceto fallthen,whenthey are mounted high: 
elt; andtharthe Lordsthinke themfeluesto be moft affiured, fleeping there: 
fore in carelefnes and ouerweening coneeits; For he fuffered himfelfetoflide 
fo farreinto delicioufnes;and fuperfluous riches, that he flept alwaies in’a 
chamber betweene two great chambers, moftrichly furnifhed: in fuch fore 
thatthe Kings bed being famptuoufly {pred in his chamber, and covered 
with avine of gold, immanner' of a grate or lettis, enriched with precious 
ftones gathered togither' in manner of hanging Clufters Of grapes; the beds 
head was placed towardsthe wallofone of thepreat chambets,inwhichther 
Was fiuethoufandtalentsof gold: and this great roome was called the kities 
beds head«whereunto right oppofite wasthe wail of thé othergrear chant 
ber,againft hisbeds footejinthe which there was alwaiesithree thoufatid ta: 
lents of filuersand: was called thékings beds foote: which fimmes aré eftee- 
miedatter our nianer tobe-worthithirty millions of Crowhes Going to war 
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Aecaried with him in his hoft, for his paftime,and delight cccxxxix.women, 
as Concubines, fingers, dauncers, and fuch as were skilfullin all kinde of 
Mulicke;xlvj.workmen to fet-owers in order,and to make garlands, nofe- 
gaies, chapelets,and other fweete{melling things; cclxxvij.cookes, xxix. pot- 
ters, making euery day vellels of earth to feruethekitchin;xiij.bakers of tarts 
and fuch. other licorous,and delicate bakemeates: Cellerers,cupbearers,bru- 
ers,and minglers of wines, makers of {piced cupps,and of all artificial ly- 
cours,and drinkes; xvij. ofthone fort, andlxx.of the other. Perfumers and 
makers of fweete {melling fauours,and odours, both wet and dry;x!. Ifthen 
the king of Perfia vfed fo much delicacy being in warr,and nourifhed him- 
felf with fo many delights in the field;what did he whé heremained in peace 
at Perfepoli, or in Babylon a city abounding in all fuperfluiries, and in all 
vices that proceed of great plenty? Y et notwithftanding in the flower of his 
fortune, he being dronken with profperity and aboundance of goods, was 
{poyled ofhis riches, which had bin heapedtogither by many kings his pre- 
deceffours;lofing his life,and his kingdome; which was clymedto thetop of 
the worldy power and felicity: where arifeth the {pring of pride,arrogancy; 
ouerweening,and extreme infolency.. And there isthe flippery path where- 
on ftandeththeenuy of fortune,and where foueraigne felicity falleth head- 
- Jong intogreatealamity.. 9 05) ly Be 
_» By this fo magnificent victory ouer him, ALEXANDER brought vnder 
his obedience almoftal the countries of the Eaft:and tranfported the Monar- 
chyout of Afia into Europe. Sothe Macedonians tooke away the Empire of 
the Eaftfromthe Perfians; andtheParthians from the Macedonians by the 
conduét of Arfaces a Captaineofanvncertainebirth,but ofa moftapproued 
vertue;and no lefle memorable amongft them, then Cyrus ss the Per- 
fians: and Alexander among the: Macedonians: by whofe name they called 
the frcceeding Kings; becanfe of the reuerence which they bare vnto him: 
They became fomighry that for atimetheyruledouer all Afia,poflefsing not 
onelythe vnmeafurable plaines, but alfo theabrupt dounfals of the moun- 
taines; and placing the bounds oftheir Empire, where either the heate orthe 
cold flaied them with {nowes,or immoderaté,and burning heates.T hey pol- 
feffedeighteene kingdomes,deuiding inthis maner their prouinces,as hauing 
refpect tothe two Seas, tharisthe red Seatowards:the South,andthe Calpi- 
antoward the North: whereof eleuen which were called the fuperiour or - 
higher, began atthe confines of Armenia; andat thebankes of the Cafpian 
Sea, extending euen tothe Scythians: ‘T hother feauen were termed the infe- 
riout orlower,T hey feemed to diuide the world with the Romaines,thone 
ruling in theEaft; and thother-the Welt, ‘Their dominion from AR S. A= 
CES to ARE ABANV S; endured ececoyeres:, which was broughe 
backeagaineirito Perfia by AR TAXER XES, and aftencecxviij.yeres, 
wastaken againefromthePerfians;by the Arabiansior Sarazens! Amongeft 
whomthe GG ADLIPHES refiding at Bagdet, raigned inthe aft cccexvin. 
yeres; afterthem the fic T V R.K'S, fromthe yere of Chritt ae I. vntill 
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M.cesxsjrwhien the T arrartans cameout oftheir countieyswho in d fielbtiine 
{eifedioalthe'greateft pauof the northsthebatt,& the fourkiofwhé chive thé 
inuineible PAMBEIK AL AN who madethe whol habitabledarchiafraidcAnd 
fince (they bemg retired) the Perlians,who late repuvedcheiciuileftpéopiedf 
the Eaftsb¢ing ingenious, &valiahteand thereareamongitriem excellé Phi: 
lofophéss;Phyfitions, Aftrologers;& very good Artifamsarall mifteriés:8e dc- 
cupationsTrheirking is called SOPH ;which is asmuch,tofay as wifeand 
the Interpreterof Gad>becaufe that ISMAEL the firft tharwas fonamed wns 
derthe colour ofexpofitions, & new cetettionies brinight in by himimozhe 
religion of Mahomet,porholongetime fince, a grearEmpire inthe Eafts has 
uing driuenaway the rabeobViun-Caflanus king of Perliajro whom heawad 
allied by:hismothers fide;and made inany Princes, anddords.of theEaft his 
vaffals ortriburaries. The chiefe proninceswnder his obedience wereArme- 
niathegreat,Peclia, Media; & Affyria: with iit. capicalorhead Cities, Tanvis 
im Armeénia;Samachin Perlia,Scyras ith Media, & Bagdet which was fomimes 
Babjlowin Affyria.T here'are gentlemenamoneft them! after themaner of [tas 
fy, France, & Spaine,which vfebarded horfesin the wars: vnto whichthey go 
welarmed, bearing greatlances and good cymeters; being alfoowery good ats 
chers. T he Sophi is oppofite onthe onefiderothe Ottoman; &to the'Ziaga- 
thain‘onthother.T hus hauethe kingdomsof Afia & of theEaftvaried. 
Burbefore wego outof this quarter, wemuft {peak of the MAGES) which 
were far different from other natids intheirrcligion,& wifdomT heyhadno 
‘temples, Images,noraltats; neither wasit permitted by their lav to nak eanys 
cfecining them fools whiclihad them;& accounting itimpiety to inclofethe 
Gods within wals,whichoughtto hauealopen & free; & whoferempleand 
houfe wasthe whol wotld.Forthis caufethey perfwaded Xerxes warring in 
Greeceto buirne althe Tempi¢s,which he fhould findthere: And when they 
would facrifice,they wentvp into high mointaines; where it was not lawful 
for him that facrificedto pray onely Fotrhimnletfe 5 buthee muftallo: pray for 
the profperityof the king, and generally ofall the Perfians:being himfelte by. 
this means.comprifed inthe praier.Every'oneof thé when they would facri- 
fice,brought his offering into a place that wasnot conraminated;then having 
his attire on his head made forthe moft part of mirtle, :hecalted on that'God 
towhom he [acrificed: They would neither,pifle, fpit,norvoid theirnofesin= 
tothe riuers,burreuerenced them aboue all things. They fufferedthcirdead 
bodies to be bitten, & praied on by dogesjand birds, beforerhey would bury 
them; others anointed them ouer with waxe,& then purthem intotheearth. 
They andthe Egyptiansdidnotburne them, becaufe the Perfians faiditwwas 
_ notfitthata God fhouldfeedona dead man;'& the Egyptians thoughtthefire 
tobea hiuing creature,¢ating, & cdfuming whatfoeuer he feafed on;& dying 
with his meat whe he was ful: & in theirLaw it was not permitted to caftthe 
dead bodiesitobirds and bealtsto deuourethem, or to any liuing Creatures: 
and thereforethey embalmed thearwith fait, that they ‘fhouldnot be eater of 
wormes. ThéeEg yptians would neuerkilbany thing that had life' The ae 
it oi} K I ille 


Aa 


oh 20.0 iT HET POV RIT H' BOOKE "oO 

killediwith thei handes:cueryplitiing creature, fauing ‘man: whom alfo the 
DIRSVIDES ofGaule did not fparetokill; and facritice;diuining: by fouth- 
fayingsasthe A GES: whomliey refembled 4A shany thinges:|thewing 


 themielues fo:cerimoniousin obfertiing of Magick,thattheyfeemedto haue 


taught!ir tothe Perfiansy and. nopro hane learned itiof them,as Pliny fayeh, 
ThefeMages gaise out that the Godsappeared virothem, and foretold tiem 
efthitigs to come, affirming tharthe!aire was full of fpirits, which did:fub- 
tilly infinuate themfeluesinto menseyesi that there weretwo princes; name: 
lyioneigood God whichthey called‘Herofinadesxandtheother emll whom 
they termed Arinan. They clothedtlremfelues with white garments,tied of 


herbes,cheefe,and coutfe bread; flept onthe gfound;caried canesor reades; 


in fteedofftaues: T hej affembled ia holy place to.communicate, and ‘ralke 
togither. Their:auithority! wasifogrear thar Cambifes when hewent out of 
Perfialeftthe gduecnment of hisihoufe:to oné of them, who inthe abfence 
of the king con{piced with a brother ofhis againft him, and:went about to 
make himfelfe king. T heir Magickeconfifted wholy in the religion iandfer= 
uinenfulke Gods; T owhontthey offered praiers, vowes. and facrifices,: as.if 
they onely: werdexalted ; belecuingthe refurrection of men; andthat they 
fhonild-be imrhorealiAriftorlewitnefleth thatthey wereauncientertthenthe 
PROPHETS ofFgypt;& Clearchus-affirmeththarthe BRACHMANES,) 
or GY MNOSOPHIST Sof Indiacame from thé. ZOROASTER with- 
outdoibrwasthefirft ihuentor;whotn fomethinke by the etimologie of his’ 
name; tochaue bin an obferuer oftheftarres; andto haue vnderftood natural 
things.Plato:in his firft Alcibiades, faiththat theMagick of ZOROASTER> 
isaknowledgeof diuinemyfteries, which was,wont to beeraught-vnto the 
children of thekings of Perfia; to thend they might learneby example ofthe! 
wholeworlds common wealth,to gouerne theirowne. Andin his Charmi~ 
désyhe fayththat the Magick of ZAMOLSIS: wasthe phylick ofthe minde’ 
caifing itto vferemperance; asthe other is caufeiof bodily health. Pitha-: 
goras, Empedocles;Democritis,and the fame Plato, fayled'and wentfar to! 
learne it; and having learned it, did celebrate it; ar theirretourne, and kept: 
it fecret: and many other vertuous amongeft theauncients haue trauailed! 
carefully therein; getting great authority, and reputation thereby. For ob: 
feruing by it, themeruatles hidden inthé fecretes «of the world, inthe bo=) 
fome of Nature; andmiyfteries of God, they hauiedifcouered the concords: 
ofthe world,and agreement of the heauen withthe earth; accommodating’ 
the fuperiour thmges to the iiferiour , after they had once knowen their: 
vertues howe they agree in doing and: fuffering; which the Greckes, call 
Sea Aantipathies which: hath moued Piotinus to eal fuch M A~: 
GES, making préfefsion of naturaliM AGI.CKE, the minifters of Nas) 
wire, It is atthisday much vfedimGHIN A andCAPHIAY which; 
are Countries inhabited by moftingeniotis and induftrious people} where: 
they-are not peimitréd ,to'come to. Offices, anid Hénours in the Commons 
wealth without being leatned y nainély in this. M A GI €'K-B: which 
boltiol b's fignifieth 
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‘fignifieth to {peak fimply according to the auncient Perfian language, perfec, 
and foueraigne wifedome , and MAGVS anexpounder,and obferuier of the 
diuinity.Sithence that men haue abufiuely transferred this nameto inchaun- 
ters, who do wickedly abufethe fimple;making them beleeuethat they know 
the fecret and future things, by ftrange words, by fignes,and characters, by di- 
uielifh deceits and impoftures, and other fuperftitious obferuations of Necro- 
mantie, Geomantie, Hydromantie, Aeromantie, Pyromantie, & fuch other of 
Jong time reproued both by diuine, and humane lawes. Wherhence may be 
vnderftood that there aretwo forts ofMAGICK, thone natural, & thother 
fuperftitious. The natural in contemplating the vertuies of celeftial,and terre- 
ftiall things, & conlidering the conuenances & contraricties, difcouereth the 
powers which are hidden innature; & mingling thone with thother in due 
proportion, & vader certain conftellation, and applying the actiueto the paf- 
fiue,draweth them oneto another by the fimilitude ofnature.So the elements 
do draw thone the other; fo the loadftone draweth theyron to it; amber the 
chaffe,and brimftone fire; the funne many flowers, & leaues, the Moone wa- 
ters;& Marsthe winds;many herbes drawe vnto them many liuing creatures, 
and hauemeruaifous fecret properties, by the which this Magicke naturally 
worketh great miracles. The other fuperftitious Magick is by inuocation of 
euil fpirits; which isa manifeft Idolatry; and hath alwaies bin forbidden b 
wel ordered common weales.Such werethe MAGICIANS of PHARAO. 
which counterfeited diuelifhly whatfoeuer MOSES & ARON diuinely had 
wrought,til ftrch time asthe rod of MOSES turned into a ferpent did eate vp 
theirs which they had tourned alfo into ferpents. Such was SIMON MA- 
GVS,and fuch the Pythonifle was that called vp the foule of Samuel the pro- 
phet, fuch alfo was Circe, & fucha one was Medea. Plutarch writeth that the 
{pirit of Antony being bound by magical! verfes,and loue drenches; that his 
liberty being loft he was fixed in the te of Cleopatra. TheEuthydemus of 
Plato compareth Oratorie, and Magicke or Enchauntery togither,and fayth 
thatas Oratory isa delighting and appeafing of the Iudges, and aflemblies of 
men , fothat Enchanting is an aflwaging of vipers, fpiders,{corpions, & other 
venimous,and cruel beaftes; as alfo of dileafes. The vanity of this fuperftiti- 
ous Magick appeared efpecially in the Emperour Nero, who gaue him felfe 
to itas muchas euer any man did, hauing neither want of goods, of power, 
nor of vnderftanding: and defiring nothing morethento command the Gods, 
andthe dead. Notwithftanding after he had called vnto him, Tyridates king 
of Armenia, who excelled in Magick,tolearne it ofhim; andhad employed 
long time, great labour & infinitetreafure theron (not omitting alfo to do fuck 
abhominable fuperftition as was prefciibed him) yet inthe end he found al! 
falfewhich had bintold him, and fo gaue it ouer.T his notwithftading it hath 
bin difperfed throughout the world which is fo diuers in other things; vnder 
the colour of faire, but yet vaine and friuolous promifes,aflociating it felf with 
religion,Phifick,and Mathematicks,;which three haue a meruailous power 
ouer the vnderftandings of men: And thus being fortified with a threefolde 
K 2 ertue, 
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vertuie,it could neuer yet be alrogither exterminated, & rooted out; butthere 
remaine here and there ftil fome relicks;and remainders thereof: but in fecret 
notwithftanding, for feare of the punifhment which is appointed for it; and 
the (hame which commeth vnto thofe that abufe themfelues therein. 


A COMPARISON OF THE INDIANS, 
Ethiopians E, eyptians scythians,and tA thenians in 
their Antiquities. 

H E Indians,Ethiopians, Egyptians,Scythians, and Athenians,did all 
\ | boaftthatthey were the firft created,ofal the men intheworld:alleagin 
“ diuers and differentreafons oftheir antiquities. As the INDIANS the 
fertility of their countrey bearing twicea yere both fruits and graine:where 
there was neuer any want of victuals. TheE T HIOPIAN Salleagetheir 
necrenefl¢offituationto the fouth;thinking it muft needes bee that in places 
which are neereft the funne and therefore hotteft, that all lining creatures 
were firft created which take their beginning ofheare. The EGYPTIANS, 
the temperature of their aire, which is neither excefsiue hot, or cold;dry, or 
moift:and the goodnes of their territory; which bringeth forth aboundant- 
ly whatfoeuer is neceflary for the life of man. The SCY THIANS theheigth 
of their countrey, which was the firft freed from fire,or difcouered from wa- 
ter: & therefore fooneft made apt before any other to produce both man and 
beaft. The ATHENIANS faying they are Autocthones (that isto fay) iflued 
out of the earth, without hauing any other beginning. The Indians,Ethiopi- 
ans,Egyptians,and Athenians, that they haue inuented all arts,and meanes of 
liuing wel, & ealily.T he Scythians dwelling vnder a fharper climate, fay chat 
they hauiealwaies exercifed armes: as hauing their bodies and mindes more 
hardned: amongft whom wereneuer found but two perfons renowmed for 
learning Zamolfis and Anacharfis. , 


A COMPARISON OF THE GREAT 
monarchies, the Eeyptian, Alfyrian, Median, Perfian, and Par- 
thian,in their ati beginnings,largenes,reuenews, 
riches,and power and of thofe famous monarchs 
that founded them, and others un- 
der whom they ended. 


HE Monarchies ofthe Egyptians, Aflyrians, Medians, Perfians, & Par- 
thians,agree in this,that they haue bin eftablithed chiefely inthe fertile 

and temperate countries of Afia,wherethemen aregentleandtraCtable, 

or naturally feruile;as Hyppocrates and Ariftotleaffirme.For the inhabitants, ~ 
which are remoued fromal temperature, wil not eafily be brought vnder fub- 

* iection,and cannot well be gouerned; not enduring any long or durable go- 
wernment,except it be altogither tyrannical:as is that of the MOSC OVITE 
inthenorth;andofthe AB Y SSI NE inEthiopia;wherethe greatK NES 
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‘commmatindeththone,and PRESBITER IOHN the othermott rigo- 
_ roufly;tothendto keepetheir fubiects in obedience: who areall generally of 
Spe seat whatfoeuer their Princes do, they do it bythe vnchangeable wil 
The circuite,and compas of their Monarchies werevery great; SES OS- 
T R [Sthe Egyptian conquered all Arabia, anda great part of Lybia;Ethio- 
pia,withvalithe Iles ofthat countrey; al thefea coafts evento the Indies;paf- 
fedtherimer Gangesrunning hither and thither,euento the great Ocean,and 
ouercanie all thenations.of the Scythians, euentothe riuer Tanais: & com- 
ming into Europe,went through the countrey of Thrace; wherehemade an 
end of his enterprife,& retorned into Egypt. NIN V S brought vider his o- 
bedienceallthe nations,which inhabite onthe fea-coafttoward the Eaft,and 
their neighbors,asthe Egyptians, P henicians,thofe of the inner Syria,Cilicia, 
Pamphilia, Lycia,Caria, Phrygia, Myfia, Troada, and the other Phrygia 
which is on Hellefpont,the countrey of Propontida, Bythinia, Cappadocia, 
and.other barbarous nations which inhabite on the greater fea, een to the ri- 
uerT anais:He added more ouer to his eftarethe Cadutians, T apyres, Hirca- 
nians,Dranges, Deruices,Caramanians,Coronians, Rombes, Vuocarnians, 
the Parthians, P erfiarts, Sufians, Cafpians,and Ba@trians. SEMIR AMIS 
_ his. wifethe greateft part of Lybia,and Ethiopia. T he limits ofthe Empire of 
CY.R'V'S,were ontheEaft-lide the red fea; onthe North the fea Euxinus; 
towards the weft Cyprus & Egypt;onthe fouth Ethiopia: CAMBYSES his 
fonne added Egypt, & Ethiopia. And DAR IVS thefirft ofthat name fubdued 
nofewer countries then the two former had conquered: & confequently the 
others which came after ,atigmented and enriched it from hand to hand; ma- 
king that kingdome oneof thegreateft,moft mighty, & moft renowmed that 
was euer inthe worlde. The PARTHIANS poflefled xviij. kingdomes, 
wherof the xj.which were called the fuperiour,began at the Confines of Ar- 
smenia, and bankes of the Cafpian fea, and reached vnto the Sythians: the 
other feuen inferiour kingdomes,ftretched out euentothe red fea, dividin 
their. Prouinces,as refpecting therwo feas,the red fea toward the fouth; & the 
Cafpia onthenorth. Asthe {pacioutnes of thele Monarchies,was very large, 
fo the reuenew wasalfo great;theriches infinite; and power incredible. $ E- 
SOSTRIS erected two fquare pillers ofhard ftone,ech of them thirty fadom 
high; inwhich hecominaunded to be pourtrayed the greatnes of his Empire? 
and the value of his demeine, and reuenew engrauen: adding thereto the 
number ofthe nationswhich he hadjouercome. He gathered an army of fixe 
hundred thoufand foote, foureandtwenty thoufand horfe-men, eight and 
twenty thoufand chariots fit for war:and foure hundred fhips on thered fea. 
Theriches,and power of the Affyrian Monarchy, is knowen by the great 
and ‘magnificent townes that were built by NINVS,and SEMIR AMIS; 
and bythe wonderfull armies which they had: namely N I N V S going a- 
gainftthe Ba€trians, with feuenteen hundred thoufand foote, wo hundred 
thoufand horfemen; ten thoufand and fixe hundred armed chariots. SEMI- 
a a K 3 RAMIS 
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RAMIS againft the Indians with three Millions of foote, fiue hundred | 


thoufandhorfemen,one hundred thoufand chariots,and twothoufand thips: 
vato which $T AVR OBATES then King of India, oppofed like for- 
ces or greater. Moreouer the vnreafonable riches of Affyria , appeared in 
the end of Sardanapalus,who would haue conlumed with himfelte by fire, 
a thoufand Myriades of gold; that isto fay,a thoufand milions: anda myriade 
of myriades of filuer, which area hundred milions: endeuouring to fpoile 
the earth of fo great quantity of golde, and filuer; comming to forty Mili- 
ons of Crownes in our money: befides thebeds, and tables of golde, pre- 
cious ftones, garmentes of purple, and other royal! mouables , and ftuffe 
that wasthere: and befides three thoufand talentsof Gold, whichhe had 
fent before with his children to bee fafe kept, to the King of the City of 
Niniuy. iio Siptenr | Silat gp an 

Conbermnerhe PERSIAN Monarchy,C Y R VS who founded it,had 
infinite wealth, hauing {poiled all Afia; where he got fue hundred thoufand 


talents of filuer ; whichis the greateft{umme or quantity of filuer, thatwas 


ever found gathered togither at one time: ryfing to three hundred millions: 
of crownes, anda fixth partouer, whicharefifty milions. And it isnotto be 
meruailedthat he had fo much for he got into his power, the treafure of 
CRESVS; of DAV ID andSALOMO N;the auncientriches of Af- 
fyria ; which weretranflated into Media; and ofmany other Countriés. “As 
DAR IVS the firftof that name ordained the tributes, they might come: 
toten milions of gold euery yere;befides the gifts of great value, which were 


giuen by the nations fubiect vnto him: and without {peaking of fuchas were: 
exempted. The Queene had certaine townesand prouinces afsigned her; © 


for her intertainment: one furnifhed theattireof her head, another this or. 
that ornament: which wealth was a!waies augmented by the Kinges thar 
followed, euento Darius thelaft: info much that in hisraigneit was already 


become intollerablein deftiny, andto luxurious; and was therefore the rine; — 


of himand of his eftaté. For in the conqueft which Alexander made, hee 
founde meruailous great Treafures in diuers Countries, of his kingdome; 
namely at Sufa, and Perfepoli (as Quintus Curtius writeth) onehundred 
and feuenty thoufand talents of filuer in maffe; fixethoufand in Damafco; 


an other fummein Babylon; and fifty thoufand talents of purple. Strabo: 
writeth that the moft common opinion was, that there were found forty’ 
thoufand talents in Perfia, befides that which was elfwhere; andthatfome: 


efteemed the whole at nine-fcore thoufand talentes: which is an incredible 
fumme:and as great as hath ever bin numbred or gathered after that forefaid’ 
treafure of CY RVS. Forthe hundred thoufand talents are efteemed at three- 
fcore milions of Crownes; and the fourefcore thoufand remaining woulde 


come bythis eftimationto morethen forty millions, which would be inala~: _ 


bout a hundred millions. T hisking vfedto make banketsto fuch as were’ of 
beftreckoning inhis Court, tothe number of fifteen thoufandand for euery 
fupper, he appointed in expence of table, fower hundred talents , valued at 


twelue — 
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- twelue fcorethoufand Crownes. The bed wheron he flept wasfamptuoutly. 
fet forth, and couered with a vine of gold, in maner of a grate or lattice 
enriched with precious ftones, hanging like clufters of grapes: He had at his 
beds-head in treafure fiue thoufand talents of gold sand at his beds-foote al- 
waies three thoufand talents of filuer. Such wasthe dominion, and riches of 
thePerfians ; whereunto their: power wasicorrefpondent : for CYRVS af- 
fembled an armie of fix hundredthonfand fighting men on foote; fix thou- 
_ fand.on horfeback,and abouttwe thoufand chariotsof warre. DARIVS the 
- firftofthat name,going to fightagainft the Scythians,led eight hundredthou- 
fandmen. XERXES came into Greece,;hauing by fea fiue hundred and fe- 
uenteenthoufand, fix hundred men; by land.a Million,feaen hundred thou- 
fand foote, and fower fcorethoufand horfemen : with twentiethoufand Afri- 
_ cans & Arabians,to whomthere ioyned of Europe three hundred thoufand; 
the whole multitude comming to abouetwo Millions fix hundred feuenteem 
_ thoufand fighting men . Since that time the PAR ’PHIANS obtayning the 
Empire of the Eait,and ruling ouerall Afia,between thered fea,andthe Caf- 
pian,came not to fo great riches and power,asthe PER SIANS (for thegrea- 
teft force which I findthey euer had, was of Cxx.thoufand menonfoote,and 
horfeback ) notwithftanding they found themfelues fo ftrong, that being in 
three warres aflailed bygreat Romain Captaines,inthe vigour andflower of 
_ their Empire,amongftall the Nations of the world,they not onelyremained. 
equall ; but alfo were fomietimes fuperioutss: oF 29) ort lo einory 
-'Thelength ofall INDIA from the Eaft vnto the Welt, is of feuenteen hun- 
dred Leagues;and fromthe North to South oftwothoufand Leagues. It ex- 
celleth aboue all others inbeautie & fertilitie,being diuided into many parts, 
bythe riuers which do water it: Where is found great quanititie of Gold, 
Siluer ; Brafle, precious ftones; and all other things concerning riches and 
delicacies. STAVROBATES raigning thereinthe time of SEMIR-AMIS 
(who inuaded it) indeuoured to exceedethe forces of the ASSY REANS, 
oppofing as mightie an Armieagainfther , as fhe had brought with her ; be- 
ing three Millions of foote,and hue hundred thoufand horfemen; and con- 
ftrayned her to retire, with great loffe of her people, and without doing any 
. thing, The ETHIOPIANS belecued,that by reafon of their deuotionto- 
wards their Gods, they were neuer wholy ouercome by any ftraunger : and 
thereforeremaine alwaies free. Atthisday PRESBITER IOHN raigneth: 
there farre and wide; hauing fortie kings tributarie:and commaunding ouer 
infinite people of diuers colours ; of whom fhalbe fpoken hereafter in.due 
place. The SCY THIANS faine, that m old time in their Countrey there 
was borne ofthe earth a virgin, which was a woman from the nauel vpwatd, 
and therefta fnake; who begate a fonnecalled SCY THA, whichnamedthe 
SCYTHIANS after his owne name, hauing made himfelfe the moft tri- 
umphant Prince of all that euer were before him : And tharamoneftthe fuc- 
ceffors of this king,there were two brothers of great vertue , who did many 
thinges worthie of praife ; whofelyne being long time gtearly increaled, 


by 
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by vertutous'acts ,and militariéaduentutes., fubdued the Countries beyond 
the riuer Tanais , euenvato Thrace. And turning afterward their armies on 
the other fide,cameasfarre asthe Nile of Egipt,making themfelues Lordsof 
all the peoplebetweenthem:& ftretching outtheir dominion fromthe great 
Ocean, which is towardthe funne rifing, euento the Cafpian fea,and to the 
poole Meotis . Of thefe people thusfortifiedand increafed, many Nations 
hauedifcended, and amongft thereftthe Sares, Maflagetes,Aflyrians, Medes, 
and Parthians: T hen the Lordfhip of the SCY THIANS, fayling through 
length of time, thatthe: women called AMAZONS began toraigne there: 
whofe power and vertue was fo great, that they fubdued not onely the Nati- 
ons neerevntothem,bur alfo.d great part of Europe, and of Afia. 

. The greavéft, faireft;and moft magnificent Cities-of the world, were - 
NINIVIE, and BABYLON in Affyrias THEBES, and MEMPHIS; and 
afterwardes ALEXANDRIA in Egipt . But the Medians transferring to 
them felues the Empire of the Affyrians , deftroied and razed the Cite of 
Ninivie; carying to ECBAT ANA a citie of Media, all the gold and filuer, 
and other ornaments whichthey found there. In like fort the Perfians,taking 
the Empire from the Medes,caried: away all the riches which they found in 
Babylon: andthe caftels,palaces,and other ornaments and fingularities were 
either diftroied by them’; or. confumed by fuccefsion of time. T he fame Per- 
fians inthetimethat Cambyfes conquered Egipt, didnot onely tranfport the 
ornaments of the fingularities of Egipt into Afia, but alfo their artifans ,b 
whofeinduftrie they built their magnificent palaces, bothin PER SEPOLI, 
and in. SVSA. AndtheMacedonians vnder Alexander, burned Perfepoli to 
the ground, and:tooke away. all the treafures, precious, moueables, & other 
ornamentsof Perfia.  - Meas tha as Widoide, r aateyad 

But'as thefe great Lordfhips were begun, and maintained by vertuous 
Princes; accompanied with men at armeson horfeback, and on foote;hard- 
ned vnto‘all labours, accuftomed to watch, to endure hunger and thirft pa- 
ciently, to drink water , being skilfull and exercifed inarmes : fo endedthey 
vnder loofe and voluptuous Lords; hauing their fubiects depraued and cor- | 
rupted by.delicioufnes, proceeding of toomuch riches. NINVS interpri- 

C fing the Conqueft of Afta; exercifed the ftrongeft and luftieft young men of 
hiskingdom,long before vntoarmes,to the perils and-dangers of warre,and 
to endure paciently all painesand trauailes. The father of SESOSTRIS; 
being aduertifed by reuelation, thatthe fonnewhich fhould be borne vnto 
him, fhouldbe King of the whole world, gathered together out of all Egipr, 
allthechildren that werebornethe fame day that he was; and catfed them all 
to be taught:and brought vp:in the famedilcipline , and exercifes ; accufto- 
mingthemtopaine,to makethem endure it continually; and to abftain from 
eating and:drinking ;.and to makethemby fuch bringing vp, both ftronger 
ofbodie,and hardier of courage then thereft : of whom as being from their : 
youth giuento vertuous things, he was in all his conqueftsferued valiantly, 
with fidelitieand affection. CYR VS being by naturenobleand pr ate 
v ; brought 
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brought vp after the auncient Perfian maner,with the young Perfian gentle- 
men (called Omotimes,becaufethey were all equal! in honours ) inall {obrie- 
tie, and laborous exercifes : afterwards when‘he went to warre ; making 
choife of them toaccompanie him,they werea great helpe vnto his greatnes. 
AR SACES being accuftomed to liue on pray inthe mountaines and forelts, 
with people of like bringing vp; eftablithed thekingdom of the Parthians. 
Such were the Authors or promotours of thefe Monarchies, alike in ver-) 
tue and education : euenasthey alfo in whofe raignes they ended, refembled 
one another in pleafure and pufilanimitie , and died wretchedly . SARDA- 
NAPALYVS burning himfelfe; with all his treafures. AST’Y. AGES van- 
uifhed and taken in warre ; afterward bound with chainesof gold . DA- 
RYVS thelaft, hauing loft three great battailes ; and feen prifoners , his mo- 
ther , his wife , and two daughters ; as he thought to gather together his 
forces,taken prifoner bythéin whom ke had moft confidence, being in prof- 
peritie; then miferably flaine with iauelins, and leftdead inthe way. 

As then thefe later Princes ranby their vices into moft piteousfortunes,and. 
little differing thone from thother : fo the other by their vertues got great 
praifes. NIN VS wasthefirft that eftablifhedthe greatnes of that domina- 
tion ; which was gotten by continuall poffefsion ; where the former fought 
not theEmpire for themfelues , but forthe glorie of their people : and being 
content with the viGtorie, let alone the Lordfhip and Seignorie. CY R VS 
is thought alone amongft all the Lords that hauefodainly growen great, to 
haueknowen howto obferue modeftie in his profperities ; and co bridle his 
abfolute power and aucthoritie with equitie , and clemencie. SESOS- 
T RIS was fo braue and haughtie , that whenfoeuer he went to the Tem- 
ple,or any whether in publike, he caufed his chariotto be drawen by fower 
tributarie kings, or other great Lords, in fteed of horfes : fhewing thereby 
that none of the other Kings or Captaines was to be compared to him in 
verttie and prowelle. Alfo the goings of CY R-VS out of his pallace,_ 
which haue fince bin imitated by the kings his fucceffors, were moft mag- 
mificent : and feruing much to the honour ofa Prince, and his gouernment. 
SEMERAMIS as fooneas fhe was borne, was caft out intoadefert place, 
and fulf of rockes, where there was great ftore of birds , by whom through 
the will of God, fhe wasnourifhedalmofta yeare, then found by the Shep- 
heards , and brought vp by them. In like maner C ¥ R VS, even in his 
cradle was expofed tothe beafts,and left inthe midft of a foreft;whérea bitch 
gaue him fuck, and kept him, till {uch time as a fhepheatd finding him, 
brought him to his Cabin .SEMIR AMIS purpofing to conquer the In- 
dies ; and knowing how great an interprifé it was and that to put it in exe- 
cution it behoued herto leuy great forces ; fhe affembled an armie of three 
Millions of foote,fiue hundred thoufand horfemen, and one hundred thou- 
fand chariots : with which going into India, fhe was putto flight, and loft 
many of her people ,returning without doing any thing. XERXES alfo 
going out of Afiainto Gréecewith two Millions three hundred ipcoence 

thoufand: 
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thoufand fighting men, (whereof there were fower {corethoufand on horfe- 
back , fiue hundred feuenteene thoufand on fea) was conftrained fhamefully 
to retire himfelfe, feeing his Armie difcomfired in many places. Likewife 
DARIVS his father affailed the Scythians , accompanied with eight hun- 
dredthoufand men; without reaping any praife ofthat voiage. And CYR VS 
warring againft the Maflagetes , was-by THOMYRIS their Queene dif- 
comfited with two hundred thoufand Perfians,and flaine thethirtieth yeare 
of his raigne. SEMIR AMIS and THOMYRIS, amongft the women of 
this former age, deferueto beaccounted chiefe; thone hauing ruled theking- 
dome of Affyria, thother, that of the Maflagetes: and they hauing furmoun- 
ted in glorieand great deeds, all other Queenes that euler were. 

- SESOSTRIS diuided Egipt into fixandthirtie Prouinces; eftablifhing in 
each of them a Gouernour, afwel to receiue the reuenewes of the Crowne 
and royal tributes, as totake careful heed of the affaires concerning the good, 
and conferuation of them. DARIVS the firft diuidedthekingdomof Perfia 
into twentie Satrapies ; and in cuery ofthem eftablifhed a Satrape or gouer- 
nour : parting betweene them his yerely tributes, where, and how the con- 
tribution fhould bemade. This Darius going about to fet vp his ftatueaboue 
that of Sefoftris, in the Citie of Memphis, was put back bythe high Prieft, 
faying,that his deeds werenot yet equall vnto thofe of Sefoftris . T hearmies 
of Cyrus and Sefoftris were equall in number of footemen, each of them _ 

~ hauing fixhundred thoufand : But Cyrus exceeded Sefoftris in horfemen, 
affembling together fix {core thoufand , where Sefoftris had but fower and 
twentie thoufand: but he had xxviij. thoufand armed Chariots; whereas 
Cyrus had buttwo thoufand. 
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or Prophets and of the Chaldees, Mages , Brachmanes, - 
Druides , and other Religtous and learned people 
fica . among the Auncients. 
N auncient time Religion onely was counted wifdom ; and therewere no 
| other efteemed wife, but fuchas delivered, and interpreted it-vnto men: 
for ordinarily three things follow each other, RELIGION , WISDOM, 
and POWER: and littléwould either Lawes or Armes preuaile,ifthey were 
not holpen by Religion; which isthe foundation, eftablifhment, and confer- 
uation ofeuery common wealth. RELIGION imprinteth , and retaineth 
in mens harts, the reuerenceof GOD , and loue of their neighbour ; ruling 
the expolition of the holie books, and the charges of perfons appointed for 
diuine feruice. POLICIE condudteth the affaires of peace, and warre; in 
the which would not be found any iuftice or fidelitie , without the feare of 
God, and louetowards men ; which are efpecially commaunded in all R eli- 
gions. Wherfore inall Lordthips, both auncientand moderne, the firft care 
hath alwaies bin of R eligion, and diuine feruice ;and fuch as haue had the 
chargethereof , haue alwaies bin reputed thechiefeft in auCthoritie , much 
bat 3 honoured, 
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honoured and well intertained; being bothisheysand their childrenexem pred: 
from; fabfidids sandimilitati¢ labours) A SAD CMA M2IIAH'T od T 
p Phe PR LESS or PROPHETS of coe tdiididd'4 third partofeherel 


_ nenew of thekingdom; and had grearicredit ;both\witlbtitek inpy Senvich the 
comon peopleratiwel for that the\had thecareofdininé shiigs,& were very 
learned and reachers of others} asbecautetheymetecalléd bythdé king sto pind 
counailein greanaffairs:forereliine of funurething s,whichthdy kriewibpthe 
Sactifices,and bythe ftarres:Phekwialtie wasuiingledwi thfacrificing, and 
noecould be king,but he werealfo:a PRAIES Tisas Piavoxaith int his Politiks:: 
\ 0Bhe CHALDEE S: in Afyriaand Mediaj had fiichaucthoritie;ias the: 
Egiptian prieftsin Epipt,being reputed moft skilful ahd experimAltrologies 
by, which they did prognofticate of things to come rand:by; foorh-fayings, 
and facrifices,tummed away cuill fortunes,andinade gaodto come: 9:0 1194 
- DheBRACHMANES amongtt the Iindiaris heldthechiefe places to 
whomereat hostouir was bores and great. giftesweré Sinemas to’ menthat 
wereacceptabletd the Godssandithoughit ro kiowavhatGeuerwas done itr 
Hell, They foretoidat the beginning of the yeare}droughtssrainesywindesy 
and difeafes:And they indureftilkar this prefent in thofe parts, perfeuering in 
the cerimonies of theit aunciére Recligions and holding the chiefe placesita 
honout:calling-themfelues BR'AMI NSswhich gobeforethe NAIFRES; 
that istofay ,the Nobles. TheKing of Calecut istheir-high Prieftjand head 
of his Religion going forthis caiife beforeall the kings of Indiajandbeing 
called SAM ORY; thanis Godinsearth son ei ore esd Toga bem 
- The MAGES goueéned the Religion and eftate ofthe Perfians with 
fuch ancthoritié,thas they interprifed fometimesto vfurpethekingdomjdux 
ring, Cambyfesi hisabfence in his, voiage of Egipt’ and tomake'one of them 
king It wastheeuftome alfojthat the king of Pertia fhould learnetheir Ma+ 
gicke, without the which hemightnotraignés))02 0200 lyr one ovat 
- The DR.V. IDES’ of Gaulebeing minifters of Ricligion, and of iniftices 
difcourfed of the flarres,and of their mouings;of the nature of things,andiin3 
mortalitie offoule'’s ; as alfoofthe diuine auGthoritieand prouidence : being 
greatly refpected of all thereft,and verie well intertaineds »¢.o:so0 veg e192 
At Romethe SACER DOTES;AR-VSPICES,AV GV RES,ELAMINS; 
SODALES, and virgins VEST ALES, which kept the eternall fire, thehight 
Prieft;andinferiour Priefts fuper-intendéts of their cerimonies;facrifices,and 
fuperfticions, had knowledg of the Ciuil law ;and managed the publikeaf- 
faires. The firft kingsof Rome.were facrificers,and the Emperoursto make 
their greathés & aucthoritiemorevenetable;called themfelues high Priefts.- 


2 he PRIESTS both men and women ordained both in Greece and elf 
where;to fee rothe'obferuation ofthe pagan Religion, founded on Oracles; 
Wereingteat duathoritie , and receiued mightie offerings. T he Roialtie in 
Lacedemon was a fupérintendence in warre;and preheminence infacrilices, , 
>: The -LEV-LT ES. inmurie, {eparated from, the other Iewes , ro’exer- 
cife facrificing ;-and the office.of Priefthood:in the race of AAR Ons , 
9%; | receiued > 
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The THALIS MANS,PAR ACADIS; CADIS, Priefts ;andludgesitithe 
Law of arabemet,MENITSSMARLS jand: IMANS were dvel priuiledged 
 - & freed frdmall fublidiesAtthe beginning the: CALIPHES inthat religion 
- wereKingsandPriefts, onein Bagder, anotherin czre.Sithence the Saipizs 

. hatte.takemthd:royal authoritie; and haus broughninthe MVPHTIS; 
accountedids Patniarches:, in fteed of the: CALIPHES fixper-intendenits of 
the Religion, and imdging foueraignly in matters of the Law :by whichare 
notonely ordairied the Sie sie aee sores but alfothe politike 
an militarie affaires. T hey! have power torétfaGt the ordinaricés of the sal- 
tansy and fentences of their Divans-or Counfailes; which arenot confortia: 
ble, or feetherepugnant tothe ALCOR-AN.Euery Mahometan Prince kee! 
pethone alwaies neere about him, orin his principal Citie; with great pent 
fions) The greatoC HA Miof the T artarians ‘Zauologues-keepeth “his at 
Smarcand;'PheSOPHI at: Tau: 'T hereareialfo in Aftick at Fez, Caroan: 
Telmefen:y andelfwhere. “The: T VR Kobeareth vnto' his, greater’ reues 
rence,thento: any manofhisEmpirenian'sodadi bloeot) ott 


ni The ECCLESIASTICAL perfons throughout Germanic, Fraunce 
Poland; England}:and Hungarie; holdoat this‘daythe chiefe-places in the 
counfaile of Kings, and adminiftration of iufticé} Amongthe feuen Electors 
ofthempite;there are three Eccfeliaftical: Amongft the Pceres of Fraunce; 
there aredix. The chiefeltof the Counfaile-in Polandare the bette 
and Bifhops. T he Emperour is confirmed, & confecrated by the POPE. The 
French king ¢onfecrated by the Archbifhop of Rheimes «The king of Eng- 
larid,by the Archbithop of Canterbury: Theking of Poland,bythe Archby+ 
fhop of Gze/ne.F or confidering that the Archbifhops,and B ithops,are efta- 
blifhed amongft the people , as mefiengers:of God , and interpreters of the 
Law,and will of God: to their au@horitic being great init felfe, haue-bin 
added great honours in the common wealth;to the end that the publikecoi- 
failes,and conttitutions, fhould by their prefence be made more venerable; 
The P OPE: commaundeth ouer the remporalbof the Church called S.Peé 
ters patrimonie,as king ; and is reuerenced by thereft ofthe Latine Chriften+ 
dome, as head and chiefe of the Religion; in thofe places where he is’ac- 
knowledged forfuch.. © 9 00) cL ed atu guy DAR, De 
- But beforewe make an end of this matter, we will fet downe , the agree- 
ments and differences, which were betweene the Egiptian Prieftes , andthe 
Chaldees , Mages , Brachmanes, and the Druides. The EGIPTIANS 
and BABY LONI ANS, dwelling in fpacious plaines,and hauingno- 
_ thing to’hinder them fromthe whole view of the Heauen, beftowed great 
ftudie in obferuation of the ftarres sin the which both thone and the other 
were moft skilful,and expert. T he Egiptians faid. thatthe CHALDEES | 
came out of Egipt ,and had -leatned Aftrologie of them: The MAGES 
aid BR ACH MA NES agreedin fobrietieand aufteritic of life ;andthe 
Brachmanes were thought to hauedifcended of the Mages, T here was ao 
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thelike fimilitude betweenethe MAGES andDR VIDE S,namely thofe 
of great Britaine, that they feemedto haue deliuered Magick tothe Perfians, 

- and not to have learned it ofthem. The bodies of the MA GES when they 
were dead, wereleft tothe doggs and birds to pray vpon,before they were 
buried: The BR ACH MANES voluntarily ended their lives by fire. The 
CHALDEES and EGIPTIANS had faire, great, and magnificent 
Temples: The MAGES had notemples, altars, nor images. The Mages 
werecommon bothto the Perlians, and Parthians. The CHA LDEES to 
the Affyriansand’Medes..The EGIPTIANS andthe. PERSIANS 
beleeued the Refurrection, and that men beeing raifed from the dead; 
fhould be immortal: euenasthe CHRISTIANS andSARAZENS 
beleeue. , INO 

Ouk adi By NI GrBih LY 10) debs) cA MiG ts GoSsDeo 
the Egiptians, Perfians, A ffyrians, Indians, Scythians, Thracians, 
and other auncient and moderne Nations. 


~y ~ Hey indeed were reputed noble, in Egipt,Perfia, Scythia; Iberia, Afly- 

f_ tia, India, Thrace , and other auncient Nations, which made profef- 
fion of Armes ;and medied not with mechanicallatts :to whom accor- 
ding to the qualitie of the Countrie,were appointed lands, tents, and reue= 
newes, out of the publike,for their honeft intertainment :andtothe end they 


might notbe conftrained by want, toexercifeany otherqueftuarie, gainful, 


and bafe manerof living. Itwas not lawful in EGIP/T formen of warre 
called Calafyresand Hermotinies ,to vfe any orher art, but militarie: which 
they taught , and deliuered from hand to hand, and from the father to the 
fonne. LIC VR GVS forbadthe LACEDEMONIANS, all Me- 
chanical .artsand occupations ;yea,euen merchandizeand traficks :accoun- 
ting fuch vocations to belong to bondmen jor ftrangers , or tomen of bafe 
condition ; and putting Armes onefy inthe hands of his: Citizens, whom he 
would haue altogether free;and truely militarie. HER ODOT VS writ 
teth, that the PER STAN S honoured valiantmen of warre, more thenall 
other Nations; and that they madeno account of marchandife. Moreouer, 
that not onely the Perfians , but alfo the Egiptians , Thracians, Scythians, 
Lydians , and almoft.all the barbarous Nations efteemed artifans, the balelt 
ofall men; yea;euen their children,and their wholerace: T hatthe GREEKS 


alfo, and aboueall;the Lacedemonians, andiCorinthians madelittle reckoa 


nyng of the artificers , And Platointhe fecondand eight booke bf his Conte 
mon wealth) anid.in the beginning of his Timeus, willeth the Nobles and 
men of warre ;to-abftaine from tilling theground, and from Mechanical 
artes, and other queftuarie occupations. At.this day the AR ABI ANS 
dovtterly deteft all! Mechanical {ciences: Andthe Nobilitie or Gentlemen 
of FRANCE areforbiddenbythe auncient ordinances of the Countrie, 
to exercifemerchandize ; or any other quieftuarie art , on paine of beeing. 
Ohi. . Tarn: 


depriued 
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depriued of their nobilitie, andto paytaxejasthofeof the common fort, > 
The like:do the NOBLES and Gentlemen of Spayne , Lumbardie, 
Naples, England, Germanie , Hungarie,and Poland : holding ita thing not 
onely.vnworthy of Nobilitie ; but alforo.be an act derogating from thepri- 
uiledge thereof ,to exercifein fteede of Armes ,amechanieall art ; or to vfe 
trade of marchandize, if it be not of things of their owne growing; of which 
the traficke is permitted them. The Nobles of Perfia vie it in like maner, 
poflefsing fees, and vnderfees , with vaffalsreliening of them :alfo landes, 
caftels ,townes, and Countries , which they hold either by fuccefsion of 
their parents ; or by giftes and benefites of the SO PH Itheir Prince: for 
the which they arebound to ferue him in his warres ; furnifhing a number 
“of men, according to the value of theirreuenewes. Andin INDIA,the 
_Naires are held in fuch reputation , as the Gentlemen in thefe parts ; being 
conftrayned ordinarily to beare fwords, targets ,bowes, lances, and fuch 
other armes vfed amongft them : otherwife they fhould lofe the name , and 
priuiledge of nobilitie. . e : 

InT VRKIE there isno diftin@ion of Nobilitiedrawen fromthe aun- 
ceftours ; but he onely amongft the Turkes is reputed noble, who in matter 
of warre hath giuen many proofes of his valiancie. When the OT T O- 
MAN conquereth any Countrie, he extinguifheth the great ones, andthe 
nobilitie ,and:fendeth thither his Sangiacques; Subaffis and Spaches ;giuing 
them the fruites of the fees , and appointing rents on the reuenew of his 
lands , which are called Timarly. Every SP ACH 1 is bound to haue fo 
many horfes and men, ashe hath fiue or fix c4/pers a day to {pend , both of 
his pay; and of his Tymar,or yearely rent. "T hey cannot make ouer the fees 
which they holdto their children , withoutthe exprefle permifsion of the 
great SIGNOR. And none enioyeth the nobilitie of any father, whofe 
fonne he is, vntill by induftrie he reprefent the perfon of his father , and 
not in word. None there poffeffeth any villages, caftles, or townes, afterthe 
maner of the Perfians, or of vs: or inhabiteth ftrong houfes, or dareth to 
build aboue one ftorie, or higherthena douecote. 


In ENGLAND at this day, the Nobilitie donot dwell in caftels on 
houfes of ftrength, clofed with motes and diches: neither hauethey any tu- 


rifdiction ouer men: whichis in the kings hand ;be it high,bafe, or meane: 
The dignities themfelues ,as Dukedomes, Marquifats , and Eatledomes , are 
but titles which aregiuenat the kings pleaftire: whereas they:-which haue 
them , pofleffe nothing oftentimes in thofe places whereof they beare the 
name ; but haue their landslying elfwhere. iis OR 
"The Gentlemen in FR AN CE pofleffe, in high,bafe,and meaneiuttice, 
villages,boroughes,townes,caftels, fortreffes; Baroniés,Earledems,Marqui- 


fats, Dukedoms,Principalities,and Peerefhips patrimoniall: with vaflalshol- — 


« 


ding,and ynderbolding of them, bound by faith, and homage: which iurif- 


diction notwithftanding’ dependeth on that of theking ; and aunfwereth at: 


the laftappealeto his foueraigne Courts,or Parhaments.. i ‘a 2 
heatrcny ; we i 1 i BA nt ¢ 
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to Inthe ROM ATN EMPIRE; the lands were firft giuenin rewatd 6F 
feruice,to themen of warre,forrerme of their lives ;astheyare atthis. day i 
Turkie: after they were madeyand became patrimoniall and -hereditarie te 
their children And bécaifethey weregiuen them to line.on in recompente 
of their feruices they were'termed benefirs;'and they which were recom 
penced in fuch fort, werefaid tobe beneficed,or benefited: Then by this€ie - 
ample, the Chirch commingto; be rich’by the almefdeeds and foundations 
of Princes, and great Lords ,they called the Archbifhopricks, B ifhopricks; 
Abbéeies; Priories, and Cures: by thenameof benefices: becaufe the Eecléfit 
_ aftical perfons pofleffed them y after the fame maner asthe ancient men of 
warte did their fees;and benefices. TheEmperour'A LEX ANDER SE 
VER VS, wasthe firft that permittedthe heires of thofe men'of warté'té 
inioy theis fees : prouided that they followed Armes,and not orherwile 3 or- 
dayning moftexprefly; that fuch herirages fhould never fall, but into the 
hands of firch as made profefsion of armes. And awhile after‘him CO N- 
SSP AN' TINE the great, arthe beginning of his Empire,gatieto his prin- 
cipall Captaines, and to thofe by whofe meane$ hethought moft to preuailé 
againft his aduerfaries , a perpetuitie in thelands which wereafsigned them: 
Whereby one mayknow,, thatthe eftate ofthe Turke refembleth in man 
things the R omain Empiréyand the auntient kingdomiof Perfia? int which 
the whole gouernment was inthe difpolition!of one onély Lords fering 
himfelfe with meane fellowes; which aiay without danger eafily be adtiari- 
ced to great charges ,and honours; and'without tumult Orehuie abafed; 
-withdrawen jor put to death: Butthe FR-EN-CH king is'placed inthe 
midft of an-auncient Nobilitie, andicompatie of Pritices ;Barles, Barons, 
and other gentlemen ; hauing fubiedts peculier tothemfelues, and holding 
_ their prehemirience in thekingdom,of which they canhardty be depritiéd 
without fedition. The eftates alfo of lands which were-but for life ; were 
made perpetual! vnder the Taft kinges of the race of Charlemaignes and 
fhortly vpon:the comming of Hugh C ae Then fuck Lords'as held the 
great fees of the kings, they fubdiuided theinto other perfonsofwhorthey 
expected feruice: and both thone and thother gaue their lands to ‘the pea! 
fants ,with dueties of rents’, and with conditionto receiti@niftice 6F th cts 
Wherehence-are come the termes of fees and vniderfees of vaflals andendere 
vaflals , fora difference from them which reliene direétly ; anid wichourany 
_theane of the king’; Confequently of Banic wiriereban, aid oF Kege or Bot! 
men ; who. without exception do promife all’ ductie of fidditie tothe 
Lords; and of thofe which aré not bond: alae AMC hep da Sftely pRmle 
aduetic, byteafon of faperiour care of feesof which theirs wHich is 1iFEv 
tiour dependeth » Andalthough at the begining # was nobfawhill £6? anty’ 
Roturier or common perfon ,to poflefle any fee fimple, butto tneddle onely 
with histraficke , tillage , or husbandrie ; andto pay his Lords dueties : not- 
withftanding by fuccefsion of time , the fees(contrarie to their firft and aun- 
cient inftitution ) fell without any difference or diftin€tion into the hands of 
. che Say cae weg men 
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Fd Armes; -curioufly. difcourfing of the fgures,and colours which are im 
1¢m : cuen: tothe mingling and accomodating ( according to the mea-. 
fure of their, yaderftanding and knowledge) both Phyficke ,:Aftrologie, : 
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THEVAR TTS. ANS, “AND LE X.0O.V-L 
| [ite workes of the Auncients. | 
'N EGIPT,INDIA, andelfwhere, the gouernment being diuided 
into many orders , or eftates, it was not lawfull for any to take .a wife of 
~ other eftatebut his owne ;norto change his vocation : becaufe it feemed 
not reafonable vnto them , that aman of armes fhould labour the earth ; or 
that a learned man fhould become an Artifan. Then the Artifans there 


_wroughttheir workes feuerally euery one by himfelfe ; and not indifferently 


mingling oneoccupation amongft the other. The like didthe husbandmen, 
fithermen ,and huntfmen: and it was not lawfull for one to exercife many 
trades. Asthen they applied not themfelues, but ynto fuch workesas were 
permitted by the law ; and which they had learned of their fathers : continu- 
ing the fameall their life, they became excellent therein.Efpecially the EGIP- 
TIANS, whofe workes were meruailoufly well wrought ; and euen come 
to their perfection . Thegreat and magnificent buildings made at that time, 
both in ASSIRIA,EGIPT , and elfwhere, do euidently fhow, the abilitie 
of their architects , mafons , ftatuaries , imagers, grauers, painters, caruers, 
carpenters , and {mithes. The fame diftin€tion of the multitude by diuers or- 
ders, and kindes of exercife is vfed at thisday at CAIR ,FEZ ,MAR- 
R OCC O,and in many other great Cities of Afia, and Africk . Others ac- 
count the maner of P AR IS morecommodious,wherethe Artificers dwel 
intermingled one amongft the other. Atthis day the Artifans of CATHAY, 
andof C AIR, andof PERSIA, are found verie exquifite , making works 
fo neere approching vnto thofe of nature , that they feemetobenaturall. — 


The end of the fowerth Booke, 


URE run 
PANO NO MONaOn 
OF THE LEARNING, POESY, 


Eloquence, Power, and other excellencic of the Grecians, 


The fifth Booke, 


’ 'T the fametimethat the Perfians fwaied by their armes 

“4 in Afia,andthat Cyrus founded the Perfian Monarchie; 
good letters and Learning were raifed vp in Greece, 
© and the Countries there about, afwell in the Ifles , asin 
\Y themaine land: and bythe learned, andrenowmed Py- 
t& thagoras began Philofophie.. Firft of all, men contide- 
=, L 3 ring 


Fo HEP PE? He SOOKE 
cing thé admirable ornament of the whole world ; the continual! and per- 
durable motion of the Heauen ; the varietie and diftinction of the ftarres; 
the intercourfe of daies and nights, of monethes and year es continually fuc- 
ceeding ; the vital power of fire diffufed thorough out the whole world;the 
variable aire, fuftayning with {piration and refpiration all liuing creatures; 
the fea beating thebankes with his reciprocal waues ,receiuing and cafting 
out the other waters, without ouerflowing or diminifhing the earth; which 
is heaped together oneach fidethereof fora bound vnto it: Thevicifsitude 
and order of things, both fimple and compounded ; contayned in the circuit 
of the world , being innumerable in multitude, and meruailous in beautie: 


They indeuored to fearch out their properties;conueniencessand contrarie- 


ties ; as to know whereof they were made and engendred ; how long they 
indured, what became of them,when, and how they perifhed; what inthem 
was mortall and corruptible ; what diuineand perpetual: They obferued the 
courfe of the ftarres, and the power which they haue heer below. T he Egip- 
tians, Babylonians, Indians,Mages,and Druides,applied themfeluesto fuck 
contemplation , as hath bin fhewed heretofore; Thenthe GREEKS pur- 
pofely obfcuring their writings with numbers and figutes, to thend, that (by 
being too much communicated) they fhould not be difpifed of the vulgar 


fort , or wrapping them vp in couers of fables , or vfing meafured verfes,to - 


make them more durable, by the dele€tation of fables , and fweernefle of 
verfes . 


And when as they that were skilful! in fueh thinges , and all fuch as were 
ought feen in any thing , would arrogantly be called Sophor that is to fay 
wifemen:: PITHAGORAS was the firft , who by fingular modeftie 
tooke the name of a Philofopher , fignifying a louer of wifedom: For com- 
ming one day to Phliunta , and hauing learnedly and grauely talked with 
Leon Prince of the Phiiafes about certaine affaires? This Lord admiring 
the vnderftanding and eloquence of PITHAGORAS.; demaun- 
ded of him, what Art he profeffed; by whom he was aunfwered, that he 
was not skilfull in any Aft, but that he was a Philofopher. Leon won- 
dering at the noueltic of this name, asked him what Philofophers were; 


and what difference there was betweene them and others. PITHA-. 


GOR AS faid, that the life of man feemed ynto:him; to refémble one of 
thofe affemblies which were made at the publike playes of GREECE: 
where fome by frength , agilitté , and exercile of bodie; or by running of 
horfes , fought the price of the vi€torie, and the glorie propofed in races; 
others went thither to make their profite in buying’ arid felling :-but rhvat 
there were fome of a more generous fpirite j which neither fought ap- 
plaufe,nor gaine; but camethither ondly tofee :Euen fo meninthis life, as 
in fome famous faire;comming thither,and being of different nature and dil- 
‘pofition,fome fought after honour; others after profit ; and others (which 
arethe fewer and rarer fort) omitting or Jette efteeming allthele things 
rey YStonk: 


altar li tel 
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confidered diligently the nature of thinges : whome hee termed louers of 
wifedome ; that is to fay Philofophers. And as in thele affemblies it was 
a goodly thing to feeand beholde without feeking after gaine ; fo thar in’ 
this life contemplation, and knowledge is to bee preferred , aboue all o- 
ther occupations. But PITHAGOR AS was not onely the inuen- 
tour of the name, but alfo. brought firft (as hath bin faid) this learning in- 
to GREECE; which he augmented and beautified much: inftructing 
his followers,called afterhim PITHAGOREANS,by whom hewas 
fingularly refpected 5 and no lefle honoured of others thorough out the 
worlde: euen thememorye of him remaining at this prefent moft renow- 
med, and reuerenced thoroughout all nations ;and will alwaies fo remaine 
as long as learning endureth. Being borneat Samos, afterheehad much 
profited in learning, he wentifirft into Egypt. after into Babylon, to learne 
the courfe of thé ftarres, and the nature of the worlde: And returned af- 
terwardes by Crete,and Lacedemon, where he learnedthe Lawes of Mi- 
nos, and Lycurgus; which were then in great veneration: and finally ha- 
uing knowen all the forelaide thinges , hee came to Crotona ; where hee 
withdrewe the people by his authority from luxuriou{nes , and idlenefle, 
whereunto they were giuen,togood maners and honeft life: hauing lear- 
ning for the women feparate from that which was.for men, and for chil- 
dren diuers fromthat which was for parents. For he taught women how 
they oughtto liue chaft, to be obedient and feruiceable to their husbands; 
andto children howthey ought to bemodeft, andto learne knowledge:and 
toall people he gauecounfaile to liuefoberly, as athing of whichall ver- 
tues had their beginning. After heehad dwelled twenty yeeres at Croto- 
wa, hee went to Metapont , where he dyed; and. theinhabitants of Azeta- 
pont, after his deceafe had him in fuch reuerence, that they confecrated his — 
houfeasatemple:and worfhipped himasaGod. . . od: 
In this time alfo werethofe feuen which were called , and reputed the 
wife men of Greece, namely Solon, Thales, Pittacus , Bias , Cleobulus,Chi- 
lon, and Periander ; a\\ which except Thales were either Law-makers, or 
gouernours of flates: and got, that renowne and reputation of wifedome 
for being onely well skilled in matter of gouernment, and fuch thinges as 
are in the commonvfe of men. The other learned men of this age, and 
they alfo which fucceeded them, were Aftrologers , naturall Philofo- 
phers , and Phyficians ; as Detocritus , Heraclitus , Hippocrates ,'Empe- 
docles, Parmenides, Melifflus; and in the fame age are alfo reckoned , Ste- 
Aichorus s Simonides , Alceus , Sapho , Theognis , Anacreon , Archilo- 
chus , Alcmeon ,and Epicharmus, who were Poets; Epimenides , a deui+ 
nor, of Candie, Anacharfis the Scythian , Charondas,and Zaleucus Law- 
makers: Daniel, Aggee, Zachary, leremy ,andSophonie, prophets of the 
Hebrues). Ft dr, : fs Oo, 
SOLON gaue Lawestothe Athenians, whereby hegot great reputation, 
and excelled inal knowledge,efpecially in Poetry; wherunto if Bsn who- 
ele ygiuen: 
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ly giuen himfelfe, he had binno leffereckoned of then Homer, and Hefiodus, 
orany other of the moft excellent auncient Poets ; as Critias witnelleth in 
Platoés Timeus. He being defirous to trauaile, went intoEgyptto theking 
Amafis, and fromthence came backe vnto Sardis , to CRESVStheriche and 
mighty king of Lydia: who forthis caufe thought himfelfethe moft happy 
man of the world. But hauing caufed his treafures and worldly felicity tobe 
fhewed toSO LON; heasked him his opinion: who without flattery aun- 
fwered him, that noneoughtto be iudged happy before his ende; Becaufe 
tharmany inthis prefent lifeatter great felicities, fall into extreme miferies 
& calamities: as ettfoones it befel vnto Crefus,who being ouercomein war, 
and made captiueby C Y R VS wasbound, and fet on a pyle tobe burnt. 
Then heremembring the {peech ofS O LO N named himthrice,with figh- 
ing: andC Y R VS vnderftanding the reafon thereof had remorfe;thinking 
how he being aman madean other to be burned quickeinthe fire, which 
not long fithence was nolefle happy, then him{elfe. So fearing the diuine 
punifhment, and confidering that there is nothing ftable in humain things; 
he commaunded that the fire fhould be forthwith extinguifhed,and Crefus 
bevnbound. By this meanes came Solon to the knowledge of Cyrus, and 
by his wife aduertifment faued the lifeof Crefus, 

EP IMEN IDES wasa familiar friend of Solons,and holpe him to make 
his Lawes; he was excellent ininuenting of diuers new things; andexcel- 
ling in diuination. He foretoldthe comming of the Perfians into Greece, a 
long sa before they came: and that they fhouldretourne without doing 
any thing. 3 

T H i LES afamous natural Philofopherand Aftrologer, was the firkt 
amongftthe Greekes that diuidedthe yere into ccclxv. daies: and found out 
the pointes of theSolftices, and Equinoxes 5 the little beare,and theftarres a- 
bouthim.He foretoldthe eclipfe of the funne in the raigne of Aftyages the 
vncleof Cyrus, by his mothers fide:andkept back his citizensthe «Milefians 
from entring into league with Crefus againft Cyrus, which coynfail wasthe 
caufe of their fafety after the victory. Ariftotle in his Politicks writeth of 
him, that heforefaw by Aftrology , the aboundance of olives that was to 
come;wherin he might haue gained much:{howing that it were eafy for Phi- 
fofophers to enrichethem(elues, if they would ; butit is not their ftudy and 
profelsion, And Plato in his Theztetus telleth that as he beheld the ftarres, 
and looked vpwards,he fell intoa diche: whereof he was reprehended by 
his maide (who waspleafant,and witty)that he woulde endeuour toknow 
what was in heauen , being ignorant of that which was in earth , andbe- 
fore his feete. Dts 

DEMOCRITVS is called by Seneca in the feuenth of his natural 
queftions,the moft fubtill of the auncients;and in his booke of the fhortnes 
of life, hereckoneth him amongft the chiefe and moft excellent mafters of the 
{ciences. Cicero inhisfirft Booke ofthe ends of good and euill, calleth him 

a man learned and perfect in Geometrie:and recommendeth his oe 
of wri- 
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of writings wntos Brutus in his Oratour, faying that albeit itbe eftraunged 
fromverle; yetbecaufeiris eleuated andenriched, withmoftcleare lights o£ 
iwords, that itfeemeth rather tobea poeme; then theverfesof Comick Poets! 
Plinie telledwhowe thavheeand Pythagoras, trauailed into Pertia, Arabia; 
Egypt, and Ethiopia,to the endto learne:Magicke; and thatthey two'were 
the hirft that didcelebrate it in thele parts. And im an-éther place, it is ma- 
nifeft(faith hee) that DEMOCRITVS,awife manotherwile, & profitable 
vnto life;hath erred throughtoo much defire which hehadtobe helpful vn- 
tomé.And in his vij. Book;he promifed faith hetoreuiue others which hath 
notraifed vp himfelfe.He was {o exceedingly giuen to cétemplation,that his 
citizens theese bderites counted him franticke, and fent for Hippocrates to 
heale him:who,when hecame to Abdera,found him only wife amongftthem 
all. Seneca writing of the diuine prouidence,faith that he abandoned riches, 
thinkingthemto be burdenfomto agood wit.Some fay that willingly witha 
burning glafle, he depriued himfelfe ofhis fight,that he might fee more clerly 
with his vnderftanding.T ullyin his fifth Tufeulanes DEMOCRITVS 
(faith he) hauing loft the fight of his eies, couldnotdifcerne white & black; 
but wel couldhe the good,and euil;iuft and vniuft;honeft and difhoneft;pro- 
fitable and ynprofitable: And could liue wel and happely without the fight of 
colours, but not without theknowledgeof things. This mathought the fight 
of the mind to behindred bythe fight of the eies. And as others did not fee oft 
times that which was beforetheir fet fohewanderedthroughoutal infinity 
without confifting in any extremity.Plutarch in his treatife of curiofityaffir- 
meth it to be falfe.Senecaimhis fecond Bodke of Anger, faith that HER A- 
CLIT.VS going outof hishoufe, and feeing about himfo many liuing e- 
uil,or rather dying ineuil, he had pity of themall,and wept: onthe contra- 
ry DEMOCRIET VS wasneuerfeene but laughing: jane 
_o'HIPPOCRATES had his honor,to haue binthe firft thar did write perfpi+ 
cuoufly of Phyfick,& ofthe rules therof. Plutarch witnefleth ofhim, that ha- 
ling writtentouching thefeames or ioinings of mans head m Anatomy,and 
afterwards finding that hehad failed in fomwhat,he did publickly declare his 
fault, for feare left others might fall into thelikeerrour. Saint Auguftin after 
him hath bin the only manthat hath publickly corrected himfelfe, by ferting 
forth hisretractations.Othersare commonly fo ouergon with glory , and{or 
opinatiue; thatthey had rather dye,thenyeld:in any thing: 0: Ber 
»-EMPEDOCLES the Agrigentine,a famous natural Philofopher;wrote is 
verfe vj.books of the knowledg ‘of nature:wherof Ariftotlé maketh ofterrmé 
tion, e(pecially in his Poetry; where hefaich that Homer & Empedocles had: 
nothing onelikethother,but their verfes: and thatthe one's aright Poet,sand. 
thother oughtrather tobe called a naturall»Philofopher, thea Poet. And in 
his Metaphiyficks:fpeaking of him and of Anaxagords, hewitnefleth that A- 
naxagoras wasfuperior inagétoEmpedocles, but inferiorto himin works. 
And he faithin his problemes;that he was of melancholick.c6plexion:Plinie 
faith thathetrauailed far to, learne Magick;as did Pithagoras & psmount ay 
revel ) . And 
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And Horace in his-art of Poetry; that being defiroustoléauean opmion of 
him(elfe that he was.a God, and-was vanifhed fecretly outvof the-fightof 
men; he caft hinfelfe into the burning and fmoking-holeofthe hitEma:and 
that this deed was: afterwardes difcouered by one of his flippers; which be- 
ing made of bras,was caftvp: bythe vehemency ofthefireandwind. ©)! 
ANAXAGOR ASaClazomenian gentleman, becameavery excellent 
Philofopher, and was called by thofe of his timé Nous (which fignifieth the 
minde or vndérftanding) were it for admiration which they had of his know- 
ledge and vnderftanding which! appeared to be’ great, efpecially in naturall 
Philofophy; orelsbecaufe he was the firft which added theiintelligence vn 
to thematter; and appointed vate naturall things, for their beginning; and 
firft caufe of their diftinCion and ordinance, the intelligence: Plinie writerh 
ofhim,that by knowledge of the ftarres heeforetolde, that within certaine 
daies after , there would fall‘aftonefrom heauen: which happened inthe 
parts of Thrace, in the daytime, He wasthe :firftthat publithedbooks writ 
te by him, and liued inthetimeofDemoeritus. 0 ey ey 
In auncienttimein Greecé they which did write firft of diuine., celeftial, 
naturall,morall, politicke,andimilitary matters werethe Poets: andthey were 
commonly Priefts, TF heologians; Muficians, Aftrologians , and Phyficians; 
as Linus, Mufeus, Orpheus,;and Amphion. LIEN VS thefonneof Apollo; 
andof Terplichore being very skiffull in Mufick, was themafter of Hercus 
les, of Tamyras,andof Orpheus. ‘They fay that he brought the knowledge 
thereof outof Pheniciainto Greece;as'did Atlasthe Aftrology out of Lybia. 
Mufeus wasreputed as a Prophet hauing deliuiered many Cerimomiesto the | 
Grecians: of whom Virgill giueth avery honourable: teftimony,in thefixth 
Bookeof his Aneids, calling him an excellent Poet: in great perfection: and, 
making himto feemein the Elyfian fieldsthe :moft eminent amongft allthe 
men of honour, andlearning that were there;which haue hada memorable 
name in allages:;: OR P HEVS'and AMPHLON were fiich excellent 
muficioas, thatthey werefaid by their fweete Songes to mone trees , and 
ftones; to ftop the courfe of riuersy and to tamethe fiercenes of wild beafts: 
 ORPHEV Sfirftinftituredin Greece the Initiatids of the Gods,the purga- 
tiomof finnes, remedies of difeafes by charmes., and Inchauntmentes:, and 
meanes to appeafethe wrath ofthe Gods. They fay that of himand of ‘Zo- 
roafter as fathers and authors; :catneal the ancient wifedome.lamblicusaffir+ 
meththat Pythagoras followed Orpheus hisdiuinity asa paterne; onthe 
which he framed; & formed his Philofophy;& which is more that the words 
6fPythagoras, had not bin efteemed holy orfacred, butforbeingderiued 
from the’ précept of Orpheus. That from thencecame the fecret‘doctrine 
— of humbers, 'and-whatfoeueris admirable inthe Philofophy of theGrecks; 
which fecretshefolded vp in fables; and hid them vnder'a peel covers 
_ ture. Demofthenesin his oratiomagainft Ariftogitom calfeth: Orpheus the 
. authour of the {acted cerimonieswhichthe Grecians vied. Hewasaccouns 
ted holy after his death,and every yorcsiiecevpmiatoleiieReaiiiadeatan 
bi ro him, 


.and thought,that all Artes, aad all feats. which were amongeft them, were 
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to him, as tothemoft learned which was euerin Greece, as wel in the religi- 


on and diuinity of thofe daiesas in Poetry. 
- Vyto thefe fucceeded HOMER, and HESI OD, who were of the 
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iffiied from his fountaine.T hemoft renowmed Captainesred him, finding in 
him thebeftthat belongethto art military, The moft eminent Philofophers 
alleaged him, prouing their reafons by his verfes: others founded in him the 
fate politicke, and oeconomicke, the art of husbandry, the contempt of 
humaine vanities,and the deuotion due vntoreligion.For this caufe(where- 
as he being far from ambition had concealed his original) many nations clai- 
med him to betheir Citizen: as the Colophonians,R hodians,Chiotins, Sa- 
laminians; and Smirnians, who ereCteda temple ynto him in their City;and 
many others contended for him amongft themfelues. But he iudged beft, 
who confidering fo many vertues and graces in him, thought it not pofsible 
thathe could beingendred of man; but thatthe heauen was his father and 
Calliope the chiefeofthe Mufeshismother, ©). 5 
Touching HES TODVS (which hoideth among the Greek Poetsthe 
fecond place, after Homer) he gaue mento vnderftand,that he becamefuch 
without ftudy; and that in his yong yeres being fent by his fatherto keepethe 
beaftes, he fell a fleepe onthe hill Parnaflus: During which fleepe, the Mu- 
{es appeared vnto him,and infpired him diuinely with Poetie. Afterward he 
wasthe Prieftand Curate of the Mufes in Helicon;and wrote of Aftrology, 
and Husbandry.Plurarch telleth how he being wrongfully {laine and mur- 
thered, and then caft intothe fea;wastaken vpby a floteofDolphins,which 
caried himto the head of Rhion neere thetowneof Molicria: where being. 


knowen by reafonthat he wasbut newly killed; the Molycrians becaufe of 


his great renowme, buried him honourably ; and nothing in more recom- 
mendation , then to fend prefently euery where to enquire of this murther: 
which they did with fuch diligence, that the murderers were found out: 
whom they caft quicke into thebotome of thefea,and razedtheir houfes. 


But the wife men,and religious of that time,did blame the impertinent fa- 
bles which Homer, and Heliodand thother Poets had written of the Gods, 


propofing their formes, ages, fexes, transformations, veftments, ornaments, 
banquets, laughters,defires, complaints, lamentations, difpleafures, angers, 
hatreds, differents, difcords, combates,warres,and battailes;not onely when 
diuers Gods defendedcontrary armies of thone fide, and thother; but alfo 
whenthey warredthemfelues againft the Titans, and Gyants: their whore- 
domes, adulteries,incefts, bonds, companies with mankinde,and mortal in- 
gendred of the immortall; and many other fuch things transferdtothe fimi- 
litude ofhumaine fragility , and contraryto good maners,and to pice Py- 
thagoras faid that he had difcended into’hell; and had feen therethe foulé of 


Heliodus,hard bound to a piller ofbras;andthat of Homer hanged ona tree: 
both of them bearing the punifhment ofthat which'they had foolifhly fay- 


ned and inuented of the Gods. Ifocrates ‘affirmed, that although they had 
not yet bin fufficiently chaftifed for thefeimpicties: yernorwithftanding thar. 
they ‘remained not altogither vnpunithed: fome of them ‘hating bin vaga- 
bounds and beggers; others of them blinde;and others banifhed their coun- 
trey; andthat Orpheusthechiefeauthour of fuch fables was flaineand rent 
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in pieces; and his members difperfed here and there thoroughout the fields. 
-Plato allowedthemno piace in his common wealth by reafon of fuch abfurd 
impieties; but woulde haue thofe onely receauedthere, which made diuine 
dhymnes,or moral aduertifments. And therefore I meruail atthe Poets of thefe 
times, whothatthey may feemethe moretorefemble the auncients by ymita- 
tion, endeuour tobring into vfe fuch pagan fictions: not confidering the 
-Chriftian religion, in the whichthey are brought vp, free from all fach fir- 
perftition, & themaners of their time:whereunto al writers both in profe,and 
verfe ought efpecially to accommodate themfehies. 

Afterthe faid Poets,came the PHI LOS OP HER S, which began in 
theraigne of Cyrus,as hath bintouched heretofore: and they wrote at firft al- 
moftalin verfe,asthe former;and dinidedthemfelues intotwo fects,thonebe- 
ing called Tonicgues thother Italiques.T halesbeing born at Miletum in Ionia, 
was the author of the Ionian fect, Pythagoras the Samian dwelling at Cro- 
tona,in that part of Italy which was called great Greece,inftituted the Italia, 
whofe fectaries,& folowers were called of him Pythagoreans:teaching their 
doGrines by numbers,and figures. AfterT bales fucceeded Anaximander,and 
after Anaximander, Anaximenes;to him Anaxagoras,to Anaxagoras, Arche- 
Jas;& to Archelas, Socrates.On thother part to Pythagoras fucceeded his fon 
‘Telanges,to him Xenophanes; after him Permenides, afterhim Zenon the 
Eleatian, and Meliflus; To Zenon,Leucippus,to Leucippus,Democritus,& 
to Democrittis many: amongft whom arecelebrated Nauciphanes,and Nau- 
cides:and other renowmed inboth fects euento PLAT O, and. ARIST O- 
TLE; who abolithed thefe fects, bringing in others ofthe Academicks, and 
peripateticks: & fupplanting therenowne of thofe which had begon them: as 
the Macedonian Alexander {upplanted the glory of Cyrus, and of the kings 
his fucceflours,by overthrowing the Perfian Monarchy. 

- Butthe greateft glory ofthe G REEK S began, at the expedition which 
XERXES king of Perfia had vndertaken againft Greece; who by his inefli- 
mable power which he brought with him,amazed it much, and putthe Gre- 
cians inthe greateft feare,that euer they were;knowing wel thatthis war was 
vndertaken againft them to bring them al inbondage: and feeing that already 
~ allthe Grecian cities feated in Afia were become fibie¢t,and feruile;they ex- 


pected that thofe of Greece fhouldnot efcape with any better condition.And | 


onthe contrary the war hauing had a far other end then was looked for, they 
not only found théfelues out of danger of feruitude; but got great glory ther- 
by: and there was neithertownenor city but was become fo rich, that all the 
worldwondered how things were fo cometo pafle, contrary tothat which 


euery one expected.Forfromthat time fifty yeres forwards, Greece alwaics | 


increafed meruailoufly in felicity: & their profperity and wealth madearts to 
florith.In firch fort that we find, that the moft excellent workmen that ever 
were in the world, lined in that time there. Alfothe fciences,& namely Philo- 
fophy;went then wonderfully forwards.Eloquencealfo was muchaduanced 
throughontall Greece; but efpecially in Athens. For inthat time were thele 
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exceéllerit Orators,P ericles, Gorgias, T brafimachus,H ippias;Prodichus,Pro- 
tagoras, Ifocrates, Lyfias, Demofthenes,Efchines, Antipho, Andocidas,Hipe- 
rides, Dinarchus, Ifeas, Lycurgus, Demades,& Demetrius the Phalerian:HI- 
STORIOGRAPHERS, Herodotus, Thucydides, Xenophon , Philiftius, 
Ephorus, T heopompus, Timeus, & Califtenes:T RAGICAL POETS, Ef- 
chylus, Sophocles, and Euripides; COMICAL, Cratinus, Ariftophanes, 
Eupolis, Menander;Philemon,and Diphilus: ST AT VARIES, Lyfip- 
pus, Chares, Phydias, Polycletus,Praxiteles, Ctefias, Dinomenes, Cymon & 
Miron, IMAGERS Lyfiftratus,& Dibutades:P AINTERS, Apelles, Proto- 
genes,P olygnotus, Parrhafius, Ariftides the T heba,Paralius,& Xeuxis. AR - 
CHITECTS, Dinocrates, who built Alexandria in Egypt; Crefiphon of 
Crete, the téple of Ephefis:P hilon, the Citadel of Athés.GR AVERS, Alca- 
menes, Agoracritus,Scopas,Briax, IT imotheus, Leochares & Pythis, MVSI- 
CIANS Timotheus, Anaxarchus; Damon & Ariftoxenus.AR ITHMET I- 
CIANS Nicomachusthe fon of Ariftotle;Euclides;a GEOMET RICIANS 
Eudoxusan ASTROLOGER :for PHILOSOPHERS, thelaft of the Py- 
thagorean fect,already named euento Socrates, who was the firft amongft all 
the Greek philofophers, which withdrew philofophy fromthe heauenly & 
natural contemplation (wherin al the former were bufied) & applied it to go- 
uernment of houfes, cities, & comon wealths: accounting the knowledge of 
heauenly & natural things to be difficult;and alfo when it was obtained,to be 
little helpful vnto good life: wherefore he gaue himfelte efpecially to treate of 
maners,of vertues,& of vices, & entierly of good, & euil. After Socrates fuc- 
ceffiuely florifhed, Plato, Ariftotle, Theophraftus , Xenocrates, Polemen, 
Crantor,& others both Academicks, & Peripateticks:Zenon,the Stoick, whom 
fucceeded Cleanthus the Epicure:the fpirits ofthe Greekes euery day increa- 
fing vntil the raignes of Philip,and Alexander, in which times al things came 
to their excelleacy,and (as it were) ful perfection: wherhence eftfoones they 
fell; and much fooner then they were mounted vp. | 

Concerning the Art Afilitarie,Philip,& Alexander of Macedonia,did not 
only furpaffeal the great Captains of their time, in knowledge, & experience 
of war, prowes magnanimity, forttine, & fucces of conqueft: although there — 
weremany famous mé in their age,as Epanimondas, & Pelopidas, Thebans; 
T imotheus,Conon, Chabrias, & Iphicrates, Athenias; & not log before,Paus 
fanias, Lyfander, & Agefilaus, Lacedemonians;& T imoleon of Corinth:but 
alfothofeofthetimes ofthePerfian & Median wars:as T hemiftocles, Arifti- 
des, Cymon,& Miltiades; & afore them Conon, Myronides, Pericles, & fome 
other Grecians: and in Sicilie Gelon,the fonne of Diomenes.For who fo wil 
compare the vertues of al them, with the deeds & glory of Philip, and Alex- 
ander he thal find their vertue,andrenowne more exellent then of thothers: 
and that they haue left thema great {pace behinde. PHI LI P athis begin- 
ning , having but frrial meanes, madein the end his kingdome more mighty 
and more redoubred, then any other Lordthip of his time in all Europe:and 
finding at his comming to it, thekingdome of Macedon, handmaid,and tri- 
butaryto the Iilyrians; he made it ere he dyed, Lady and myftrefle of ma- 
ny Cities, diuers Countries, and Nations, bordering about her. He made 
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him felfe by hisowne vertueto be chofen Chiefetaine general of ali Greece; 
the Grecian Cities voluntarily fubmitting themfelues to his gouernement. 
And after he had ouerthrowen by force of armes thofewhich had facked, 
and {poiled the temple of Apollo at Delphos; and had made free, theaccefle 
of the Oracle: he obtaineda place,and voice in the Counfaileof the States 
of Greece called the «4 mphidtyones: which was giuen and graunted him 
for reward of his vertueand deuotion fhowed towards the Gods. Then ha- 
uing fubdued to his will the Illirians, Pannonians, Thracians and Scy- 
thians;, hee vndertooke to ouerthrowe the Empire of Perfia. Following 
which deliberation, he fent his army before into Afia; where he fer at liber- 
tythe Greeke Cities that were feated there: But being ouertaken by death 
he could not makean end of hisenterprife; but leftto his fonne, and fuc- 
ceflour Alexander fuch, and fo great power, that dehad noneed afterwards 
elfe where to feeke any ayde or fuccourto ruinate the Empire of Perita. All 
which greatthings hedid not with the fauour of fortune; but by his owne 
onely vertue; being a very wife Prince,efpecially in matter of warr ; valiant 
of his perfon,affable,and as liberall as any prince might be. | 

Touching his fonne ALEX ANDER, hee did in a little time many 
great things; and by his good wit, and valure excelled all thekings that were 
euer renowmed for their great deedes , fince the world was firft a worlde. 
For inthe {pace oftwelue yeres which he raigned and no more,he conque- 
red agood parte of Europe; and euen almoft all Afia thoroughout:where- 
by hegot of good right exceeding great glory, and net inferiour ro the grea- 
tet Princes of auncienttime: “ae for the greatnes and excellency of their 


deedes and vertues haue bin renerenced by their pofterity as demy-Gods.. 


From his childhood he gaue evident tokens of his greatnes, to enfue,; Hee 
tooke no pleafure in women,nor in plaies, nor any other kind of paftime: 
but his wholeand onely delight wasin armes. And themore he fawe his fa- 
ther Philipto profper, the more fory he was; faying that hee would leaue 
nothing for himto doe. When the other yong Lordes of his age ‘nuited 


himto goe tothe Olympian games; heaunfwered them that he would wil-. 


lingly goe, if hee thought he fhoulde finde any Kings there, with whome 


he might combat and iuft. The Ambafladours of theking of Perfiahauing 


talked with him, faidthat they foundein him more magnanimity then his 


age could beare. King Philip being defirous to knowe who fhould behis 
fucceffour,fent to the Oracle of Apollo, at Delphos, where hee hadaun-, 
{were that he fhould fucceed him in his kingdome, and enioythe empire, 


of the whole world, whomethe horfe Bucephalus would fuffer to get vp 
on him: The which fell out to be truein Alexander. For this Bucephalus 


was a horfe of finguler beauty , but fierce, and notto be ruled by others; 
which fhowed himfelfe fo traCtable vnto Alexander , that hee might doc. 
with him whathe would: who kept himlong, referuing hint for battails, 


or daungerous paflages. Butfuch was the hap of Alexander , that hene- 


yer fou ghit battailebut he wah; and neuer befieged fortre fle, buthetooke it, 
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While he was yet but yong and euill-furnifhed with money , and hauing 
but thirty Aue, or fortye thoufand men of warr; hewas {fo hardy and aduen- 
turous as to pafle the fea, and to goe into Afia to aflaile the king of Perfia, 
the greateft, and moft mighty king of theworld, very farre into his owne 
kingdome: whome he dilcomfited threetimes, putting to flight the armies 
of his aduerfarie; whereof theleaft was of foure or fiue hundred thoufand 
fighting men. After which ouerthrowes,the king of Perlia offred him two 
thoufand talents, anda part of his kingdome, to raunfome his mother, his 
wife and his daughters: but he would not reftore them; giuing a magna- 
nimous aunfwere ; that as the worlde could not be guided by two funnes; 
fo that there could not be two foueraigne kingdomes ; while the habitable 
earth remained. Hauing conquered the whole eftate of Perfia, he marched 


with his army euen to the extremities of the Eaft,thoroughfuch roughand » 


long waies for the moft part, and amongeft fo many different nations; that 
with oreat difficulty might one goe thither being lightly furnifhed on horfe- 
backeor on foote: befides the daunger of fighting. Then retourning outof 
India to Babylon, he was falutedking of allthe world, being about xxxiij. 
yeares of age; by Ambafladours, fent from Carthage, and from the reft of 
Africke: from the Spaynes and Gaules, from Sicilie, Sardigna ,and Italy. 
Such was the terrour of hisname, andthe reputation of his greatnefle, and 


felicity.And hauing ouercome the Eaft,hethreatned Carthage ; preparing 


great armies both by fea, and land to conquere the Weft; hauing purpoled 
to marche thorough Africke even tothe pillars of Hercules; and to pafle 
at the ftraights into Spaine; then from thence to retourne by Gaule, and Ita- 
ly into Greece, when he dyed in the midft of hisenterprifes and victories. 
He was foambitious, that vnderftanding how the Philofopher Democritus 
affirmed that there were many worldes; helamented that he was folong in 
getting of this one: and was fory that he could not fooner inuade the reft-He 
called himfelfe the fonne of God , and would be worfhipped accordingly; 
And after he was dead, his body remained feuen daies without ftinke or cor- 
ruption: which confirmed the opinion that was held of his diuinity. 

Thus muchtouching the excellency ofarmes that was then:andit hal noe 
bebelides our purpofeto treatea little of that of learning which wilbe found 
to benolefle in Plato, and Ariftotleaccording totheir quality.” 

Thefetwo then fet Philophy as high as euer it was; and haue furmoun- 
ted not onlythe other former Philofophers both Greeks and ftraungers; but 
alfo had neuer fincetheir equals.In fo much that the world holdeth of them 
at this prefent, the moft part of that knowledge which it hath: thofe books 
of theirs which remaine, being tranflated into all languages; and difper- 
{ed into all nations: They hare knowenwhat(oeuer it was pofsibleto know 
in their time, and'whereunto the vnderftanding of man could then attaine. 
T hereis no liberal knowledge,nor art,nor fcience whatfoever; wherofthey 
have not fpoken pertinétly & properly. T here is nothing intheheauen, inthe 
earth nor in the fea,whichthey haue omitted. Wherunto thebetter to ah 
Sty oH they 
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<theychiofea maner of fiuittg quiet ;and peaceable ; fit for learning, and con- 
-semplaiion : whichras neereftapproching tothe heauenly life,they thought 
-worthielt ofa wiferman. They {hunned publick charges, fill offéauysand of 
‘trauailles: fecking reftthatthey mightftudy;andwrite: 12021 
»ePLAT-O jatter he hadlong time conuerled:with Socrates; and hauing 
-bin imItatie, Sicile,and Egypt ; although heloued well his Gountrey, arid 
cvndeirttdode welbmarter of gouernement ; yet norwithftanding would not 
-tmeddleowich:the common wealth ; becaufe hee fawethe people of'Athens 
seuentodote with oldage;and to be neeretheir end:but employediall thetime 
of hisvlife, intearhing, andfeeking of truth; fhowing by wordes; by wri- 
aing and by deedes,, the way of verte tothofethatwouldtollow:it/T here 
isfuch maiefty ifhis fpeach; that ic hath bin thought, if Ged ‘would have 
wfed the language of men, that he wouldnothaue oben otherwife,th en as 
Plato did. And Cicero calleth himthe Father.not onely of knowledge, but 
alforof fpeaking well: hauing/a ftile ina meane betwixt profe;and verfe, yer 
foui-what neerer. approching tothatof Homer. And where the Greeks went 
beforeimro {trange cowntries to ftudy; the ftrangers began in his rimeto come 
toAthenstalearneknowledge. S15E G DUTOL SHO 
sLikewife, AR 1S77O'T LE was honourtably fent for by King Philip, 
avho:efteened.it much; that he had fuch a perfon borne in his owne kinge- 
doine;and in: histime;: And elpecially for the inftruction of his fonneAlex- 
andet: where hauing, remained eight yeres, howbeit he had/greae:credit in 
the,Court of Macedon;and might hauecometo great Offices, and riches: 
hestetired himlelfenotwithftanding to Athens ; to fpendthere'the reftof his 
fifeéimtearning. And whereas inany one particuler f{cience, one fhall hard- 
ty atraine toany excellency, though hevieno orher exercife:albhis life; he 
excelled.in whatfoeuer he would apply himfelfe vneo: and neuer vndertooke 
torintreate of anything, but hebrought iralmoftto his foueraigneperfecti- 
ominvirerein he was mich holpen by the quicknes of his wit, atid'fharpe- 
riesofhis vnderftanding, his inclination to learning,and perfeuerance:the ex- 
celleatiearning of his mafter Plato; whofeauditor he was by thefpaceofxx. 
yeres; the happineés of that age wherein he wasborne, ful of good bookes, 
ities in all-arts: andthe liberality of his {choler Alexander; who'fuipplied 
miwithgoods,to cometo hisintention, 99) 
AsMany debate, who waseuer Of greateft vnderftanding amonett. men; the 
whichis difficultto be decided. ‘Notwithftanding if we confideritwel, we 
fhalf‘not:finde any moreadmirable ; then AR IS'T OT LE: forthe excel- 
tency of the workes which he hath:compofed; andthe worthynes-of the 
tatters of which hehath intreated:PLAT O hathnorgiuéhimfelfefo much 
to natural Phylofophy, as ARdS TO T LE, but hath biniveryccurious 
of Moraland Politickzand excellentin «Metaphy/ick:Thone hath intteated oF 
the création ofthe world; ofthe figures, qualities; & motions ofthefoureeles 
tmentssof which theworldis compounded. He fet downe. threeprinciples, 
Godythe Zdeaorforme,and the firft matter; being thenurfe of all-generation. . 
Wino.” M 3 Thother 
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Thother goeth about to proue thatthe world is eternal, fetting downealfo 
three principles, yet different from thother: namely, matter, forme, and priva-. 
tion. Hedilputeth of place, of voide, of time, of motion; of generation;and’ 
corruption;of the foureelements; of mutations happenedintheaire:hehath 
Ssealdt aN car ils ei sata Oa aCtions of 


all liuing creatures.His {choler T heophraftus, hath fhewed thenatures,cau- 
-fes,andreafons of plants; & other things growing on theearth.Bothofthem 
haue writtenof thefoul. ButP LAT O {peakethmore certainly oftheim- 
-miortalitytherof,then AR EST OT LE. P LAT O'hath difcourfedofa 
-perfect common wealth, of lawes, and-of vertues, largely: AR ISTOT LE 
alfo hath compofed many books in Morall philofophy,deducing al the.parts 
thereofeuento the Economick. Moreouer he hath gathered the infticutions, 
and difciplines, ofthe Common wealesand kingdomes of his time;{and of 
fuch as florifhed before him. Thoneand thother haue fhewed the changes 
which happened inthem, andthemeanes howtoremeédythem. As concér- 
ning Logsck ; Ariftotle attributeth to himfelfe the inuention, and perfection 
thereof. He hath alfo fpoken of Rhetorickand of Poefie fo exactly, tharthere 
is none found better in thefe profefsions.Moreouer P L AT: O hath written 
in dialogues: inthewhich commonly he bringeth in SO CR APES; al- 
furing nothing;but difputing much ofthings both affirmatiuely,& negatiie= 
Jy: enquiring of all things,and asking the opinion of the afsiftants Or ftanders 
‘by;withoutfaying his owne,or refoluing of any thing Which maner of wris 
ting hath great efficacy;and maketh things more intelligible: as if they were 
then doing,and were not taken from elfe-where, obferuing the dighity ofthe 
perfons introduced; & accomodating of apt fpeach vnto eulery oneaccording 
to the variety:which caufeth an exceeding pleafure.In doing wherof,hehath 
folowed anlegant maner of writing, tnagnificent,ful of maiefty; and granity 
both in words, and fentences; enriched with tranflation s,allegories,and other 
colours of R hetorik; without obferuing, any certaine methode of teaching: 
But ARISTOTLE hath endeuoured to write methodically; hee expreffer 
himfelfe according asthe matter requireth properly, & without any exquifire 
ornament of words: That which he vndertaketh to treate off, hepurluethsit 
from thebeginning vnto theend,not digrefsing any waies; & leaueth norhi 
vndecyded, Many haueblamed him for hauing made himfelfe purpofely.obt 
{cure,and ambiguous,in many places: and that he did it of craft; fearing léaft 
{ome fhould handle him in fuch fort; as he had handled others. PL A Gis 
more copious, AR IST OT LEmore pithy; T hone hath mingled many-firage 
opinions in his books, as of the tran{migratiom of foules out of one body inra 
another;of the communion of wiues,of children,and of goods:T hotherhath 
more conformed himfelfto c6mon life;& to ciuil a@ids. T hone hath chiefly 
ftood on intelligiblethings; & thorher on ape féfible.T hone hath fearched 
throughout for Jdeas,& formessthother made but aieft therof;as oftheformer 


opinions which he hath tharply reprehéded:notwithftanding many haue bin 
of opinion, that there was no differéce berweenth€ in fentences;but in'words. 
sorion & po oN ~ only: 


~ 
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-only:& haue aflaied toreconcile them.Pinally , the Grecks reckoned the one 
-diuine; and his doétrinehath bin much honoured, both whiles heliued,and 
afterhisdeceafe. Thother hath bia held for a wonderfilll man, of great iudg- 

ment, and incomparable knowledge’; fingularly refpe€ted and reuerenced 
ofall that haue fichencegiuen themilelues to learning. Inbriefe , ARIST O- 
T LE learned all the good which he knew, of PLAT O , and it was a 
‘meruailous great happines vnto him,to haue bin both a {choller ofthe moft 


excellent philofopher that hath ever bin knowen, and Mafter of the greateft 


King of the world. A OM ROHS 

*. It were notreafonable here toomit DEMOSTHENES, whowasa 

diligent hearer of Plato , anda friend vnto Ariftotle :being fo accomplifhed 

in eloquence, that h¢ is accountedthe law,and the ruleof peroring,and fpea- 

king well. T here is fuch force it his. words, and: he hath fo well difpofed. 

them ; that one cannot well add'any thing tothem,or take ought from them. 

Tt is not pofsibieinthofe caufes which he hath handled,and itt the Orarions 
which he hath written, wifely to inuent, or fubtilly to exprefleany thing; bur 
he hath well vnderftood it: Neither onthe conirarie,to find any thing more 
ftately , more graue’, or more beautified ;thenthat which he hath faid, and 

written . For he was {o ftudious and laborious, that eiten till the fiftieth yeare 
of hisage, there was neuer found any Artifan in Athens more diligent torife 
earlythen he. And although hehad many imperfeGtionsof nature ; as being 
fubiect to ftammering in his fpeach, fhort breathed; and'timerous? he ouer= 
came by diligence and induftrie , all his hinderances/ And'vfed himfelfe ir 
fuch fort,that there was no Oratour in histime(albéitthere were then many 
excellent) that pronounced morecleanly and diftin€ly, or fpake longer, and 
bolder then he. Mereouer, he wasno fmal perfonage! bur had while heliued 
great authoritie throughout Greece, being feared and redouibted bytheking 
of Macedon, honoured bythe great Signor of Perfia, who managed long 
the affairesof Athens, wherehe was borne. By reafon wheteof, he well vn- 
‘detftood matters of ftate, the mutations which happen in Lordthips, and the 
caufes wherehence they proceede: and thereisnotany thing neceffarie for 
publike gouernment; burfome apparancetherof is found in him, his coun- 
failes tending’ not onely vnto profit, burto honour, and honeftie . In fomuch, 
that Plato; and Ariftotle , haue not better plaied the Philofophers in their 


fchooles; themhe did in publike affemblies,and iudgements. ai 

Butasthis age was admirable in powerand wifdom,and inallarts:fo wasit 
alfo fullof wickednes, & extraordinarie changes: Asif ithadbin of pecelsitie, 
that the fameage mutt bring forth horrible monfters, & notable wonders: for 
itis commonlyfeen,that where mens wits are moftexcellent,there are foiind 
together men notably vicious, & vertuous; theauthour sof great good things 
& of euil:as if vertueand vice (which arethings focontrary & repugnant) had 
their extremities neer one another: In {uch fort,that where thoneis,the other 
eftfoonsaccompanieth it;& they leaenot onethe other: for euen'as noble St 
generousnatures being duly inftructed becom perfectly good, kate caufes of 
FSS great 
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- great good things; Inlike manet thofethat are euill brought vp,become ex- 
ceeding euill, and do great. mifchiefes ::by reafon that the exorbitant wic- 
kedneile ,and extreme vices proceede-not of weake, and fimple natures; but 
of the noble and generous, being depraued by inftitution . As appeared in 
this {eafon,replenifhed with all good artes, and excellent wits, bythe éxtra- 
ordinarie mutations which happenedtherin: Wherofthe Orator A. SCHI- 
NES complayning,cried out, that they Jed notthen thelife ofmen; butthat 
they feemed to bebornto thatend thattheir pofterity mighttel of théftrange 
and vnlooked-for maruailes: And DEMOS THE NES anfwering him, 
‘acknowledged the fortune of his timeto.beverie aduerfe,and hard ; and that 
there was neither Greekenor Barbarian , but had fuffered much : for not 
onely euery one in particuler; but publicklythekings,Cities , and Nations 
receiued great calamities : Firftof all what troubles raifedking Philip tho- - 
rough outall Greece; corrupting by giftes the Magiftrates and Gouernours 
of Townes; and nourifhing amongftthe Greekes diuifions and parcialities? 
In fuch fort,that he himfelte confelled, chathe hadmuch more inlarged his 
. kingdom by goldand filuer,then by.armes. And albeitthe Athenians having 
alwaies infulpition his greatnes, were exhorted continually by DEMOS- 
T HENES, totake vponthemthe protection of the common libertie;and 
to punifh with death thofe,Citizens whom they fhould findto go about to 
betraythe common wealth: Notwithftanding , thisgreat Orator couldnot - 
with all his diligence refraine the euill inclmation of fome particulats 5 
which fought but howto felltheir Countrie: Such abundance of T raitours 
there werefound inthat feafon. Afterwards as Philip being become proud 
by many profperities, for the greatnes of his power,placed himfelfeamongft 
the twelue’ Gods, he was killed by Paufaniasa Macedénian gentleman , to 
whom hehad denied iuftice;at the mariageof his daughterCleopatra, which 
he folemnized with great triumphe,beholding the plaies which weremade: 
and euen inthe midft of his guard , betweene the two Alexanders, the one | 
being his fonne, and thother his fonnein: law, whom hehad made king of - 
Epirus. The fault of which murther, was forthe moft partimputed to rhe 
Queene Olympias,who being diuorced from him, fired vp the youngman 
boyling before with angerto.do it. Butthere was alfo fome fufpition which 
touched Alexander, doubting leafthe would leauethe kingdom to an other: 
Who likewife after he had turned alf topfie turuie in Europe, and in Afia; 
becaufe of his infolencie, was poifoned by his moft familiar friends ; Olym- 
pias, wife of the one, and mother tothe other , wastmaflacred by Caffandra 
for the great arrogancié which was in her; andcruelties which fhe had¢om- 
mitted. Seneca calleth. Alexander a furious young man ; hauing in fteed 
_ of vertue, a fortunate temeritie ; andthat from his youth he wasatheefe;and 
a diftroier of people :being the ruine both of his.enémies,and friends ; who 
placed his foueraign felieitie in aftonifhing , and making himfelfe feared-of 
allmen. Furour faith he, ftirred vpthewicked manto vndoe other mensand 
made him to march thorough vnknowemplaces ; Account you inate e 
“a began 
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began withthe runes of Greece,in thewhich he had bin bred and brought 
vp; taking from euery one that which was his good? He conftrained Lace- 
demon to ferue,and Athensto be filent, Not content with the mine of fo 
many Cities, which Philip either bought or ouercame; he overthrew others 
alfo; and beareth armes thorough out the world, without fatistying his cruel- 
tie: after the maner of fauage beaftes ; which bite being not prefled with 
honger. Hehath alreadie gathered many Kingdomes into one;alreadic the 
Greekes, and Perfians do feare one king ; and notwithftanding , pafsing be- 
yondthe Ocean , heis forie andloath to bound his victories by the foottteps 
of Hercules, and of Bacchus: but will force nature ; and can not ftay ; as 
heauie things which do not ceafe to roule, vntill they meete with fome fto 

or hinderance. He faith,that Philip and Alexander , and other {uch like re- 
nowmed,thoroughthe ruine of people, haue bin no lefle plagues vnto men, 
then the deluge , by which the earth was drowned : er then the burning 
which confumed by heat , and drougth ,a great part of lyuing creatures. 
Lucanthinketh, that he gauea pernicious example tothe world; fhewing 
the meaneshow to reduce fo many Countries vnder one Lord; calling him 
the farall euil ofthe world; anda lightning which ftrook all Nations: whofe 
infatiable ambition could not be ftaied, but by death . Therefore theScythi- 
ans fpake thus vntohim; W hatneede haft thou of riches , which conftraine 
thee alwaiesto defire? T howartthe firft, which of abundance haft made indi- 
gence :tothe end that by poflefsing more , thou mightft moreearneftly delire 
that which thou haft not. Who would euer haue thought that the Greekes 
fhould haueé ruled Afia? and that fo meane aking,asthat of Macedon, could 


haue ouerthrowen'the Monarchie of Perfia, of ineftimable Jargenefle and. . 


power , both by land and fea? | uf 

In like maner, the Lordfhip of DIO NISE in Sicsle, was ouerthrowen 
by DION with litelemeanes, againftthe opinion and expeCtation of all the 
world: which was thegreateft and mightieft that was then in Europe: for 
who could hauebeleeued , that he which arriued in Sicile onely with two 
fhips of burden , fhould haue ouercome aLord, thathad in his difpotition 
fower hundred veflels with oares;a hundredthouland foote , and tenthou- 
fand horfemen with prouifion arid munition, of armes,corne,and money, 
as much as was needfull for intertainment of fo reat power ? and who a- 
boueall the forenamed things ; had vnder his sa area one ofthe greateft, 
and moft mightie Cities, which was then in all Greece: which had fo many 
ports;fo many arfenals,or ftore-houfes fo many impregnable caftles?and who 
befides all this,was allied with many great and mightie confederates? But 
thar which gaue DION the vidtorie inthis interprife, was principally his 
magnanimitie , and greatnefle of courage > with the loue and good will 
which was borne him, of thofe whom hee came to fet free: And that 
which holpe him yet more then all the reft was, the fmall valure; and the 
cowatdize of the Tyrant: with the hate and euill will which was borne 
him of all thofe, whom he vniuftly detained in bondage, and ess 
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All which caufes at the fame time concurring together; made thee things 
come to effect, which would be otherwife incredible. Ruy 
Wasit nota ftrangecafeto fee the Athenians and Lacedemonians , who 
had {o long time fought for the fuperioritie ; to comethemfelues into the fub- 
ieCtion of the Macedonians,who before wastributarie to the Illyrians ? And 
the Citie of Thebes, which had fometimes a(pired to that principalitie,bur- 
ned, rafed , and diftroied inone day; andthe Citizens thereof fold as flaues, 
and brought into bondage? Onthe other fide, there wasnotthen any man 
excellent in knowledge , but indured much. SOCRATES the father 
both of moral and politike Philofophie, falfely accufed of not beleeuing in 
the Gods, & of corrupting youth,was condemned and executed by poyion: 
But his condemnation being found vniuft,the peoplerepented it foone after; 
confidering how great a perfonagethey had wrongfully putto death ; and 
were fo mutinous againft them which were the caule thereof: that finally 
they put them all to death alfo; without hearing their defences and allegati- 
ons. PLAT O wasfoldby pyrats : and in danger of his life in the Court of 
Syracula. XENOPHON was banifhed Athens. ARISTOTLE 
conftrained to depart , fearing Jeaft they would deale with him , as they did 
with Socrates. DEMOSTHENES poifoned himfelfe withthe poifon 
which he caried in his ring : becaufe he would not yeeld himfelfe to the 
mercie of his enemie Antipater. DEMET RIVS the Phalerian, retired: 
himfelfe to the king of Alexandria , where he died of the byting of an Alpe. 
EV RIPIDES into Macedonia, where he was deuoured by maltifes. So’ 
many ftrangeaccidents there were inthat feafon. P LV T AR CH writeth, 
that inhis time GR EECE was fobroughtto naught,that fcarcely altoge- 
ther could it make three thoufand men Bp warre : which the onely Citie of 
\ Megara fent in times paft to the battaile of P/area. In fuch fort diminifhed it. 

by fuccefsion of time,being diuided into many common weales, ill Sha 
amongft themfelues ; impouerifhed by fedicions,and warres; infected with 
curious fects in philofophie, and the moft of them pernicious : as of the 
Epicures , Cynickes, Cyrenatches, Erctrickes, Megarians ,and Pyrrhonians 5 fome- 
times fubiect to the Kings of Macedonia ; fometimes to thofe of Syria , and 
Alia ; fometimes to Mithridates ; fometimes to the Romains, which ruled ita 
long time : after to the Emperours of Conftantinople ; and laftofall to the 

Turkes : vnder whom it is brought into miferable bondage, being depriued 
| of the arts,of the auncient nobilitie , and of thé fairé Cities which it was 
Ss wont to haue. 10g 


A COMPAR TS ON“O-F oT HE AV N'CE 
ent Greekes, with the Egiptians, AfSyrians,Perfians,and Indians, 
LAT O inhis Menexemus, and his Politicks writeth, that they called 
{in Greece all the other Nations barbarous : which had not any com- 
munion of liuing, orof language with the Grecians: and that they ac- 
éountedthem all feruile . Ariftotle inthe firft of his’ Politicks,alleageth the 
ee Poets, 
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Poets which faid , thatthe Greekes fhould rule ouer the Barbarians: as if 4 
Barbarian werethe fame by naturethata feruant is: And Demofthenes in his 
third Olynthiack ; that it was fit, that the Barbarians fhould be fubiedt to 
_ the Grecians. 
Plutarch faith , that Alexander did notas Ariftotle his Mafter counfailed 
him ; which was , that he fhould fhow himfelfe tothe Greekes asa father; 
and behaue himfelfe towardsthe Barbarians asa Lord: Andthat he fhould 
haue care of the one, as of his friends and kinsfolkes ; and ferue himfelfe of 
the others as of plants ; or of beafts : which if he had done,he had filled his 
Empire with banifhments; which are alwaies fecret feeds of warres ,and 
factions : and verie dangerous partialities. But he accounting that he was 
fent from Heauen, asa common reformer,gouernour, andreconciler of the 
world ; thofewhomhe could not bring in by perfwafions ofreafon, hecon- 
ftrained them by force of armes ; and aflembled the whole world of many 
eftates into one; and mingling together the liues,maners,mariages,and kinds 
of liuing ; he commaunded all men liuing’,to account the habitable earth 
their Countrie; and his Campe to be thecaftle, and dongeon: all the good 
folkes to be of kin oneto the other; andtheeuill, and wicked onely to be 
ftraungers: And moreouer , that the Greeke and the Barbarian thould no 
morebe diftinguifhed by their cloake,nor bythe fafhion of their target, nor 
by the high hat ; but fhould be marked anddifcerned; the Greeke by vertue, 
and the Barbarian by vice: reputing all the vertuous to be Greekes , and all 
the vicious Barbarians: accounting moreouer the garments common; the 
tables common ; as alforhie mariages, and maners of liuing ; being all vnited 
by themixtion of bloud; and communionof children. Strabo in the firftof 
his Cofmographie is of the fame opinion, that this difference ought rather 
to be made by veretie and vice ; becaufe there were many Greekes wicked 
and euil! ; and many Barbarians good and ciuil: asthe Romains,and Cartha- 
ginians,who gouerned very well their common weales. Plato in his Epino- 
midesaffirmeth , that the Greekes inhabiteda Region moft apt of all others 
for vertue , and that the praifethereof confifteth chiefely inthis, that it is in 
ameane, betweene heat andcold. Whereunto Ariftotle agreetht , faying in 
the feuenth of his Politicks ,that the Greekenation is both couragious, and 
ingenious ; as inhabiting in ameane , betweene the North and the South: 
which made it to perfeuer in libertie; and to be well gouerned: and that it 
might commaundthe whole world, ifit had but onegouernment. Wewill 
compare it then vnto the former : and firft of all in power ; then afterwards in’ 
learning :and other excellencie, in many arts , and workmanthips. 
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E that will read what the Athenians; Lacedemonians,and T hebans did, 
“4. 4 fromthetime of the war whichking Xerxes madeagainftthem (which 
wasthe beginning of their great glorie and profperitie) tillthe gen king, 
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Philip the fonne of Amyntas; fhall find ita fong time : during which, they 
fought more amongft themfelues for ambition of rule, one ouer the other, 
then they did-againft ftraungers to augment their Empire , and to preferue 
their libertic. And fome ofthem for couetoufnes of getting a new Lordthip 
in Sicile, ouerthrew themfelues; fome others which went into Afiato con- 
quer , got no great thing there; but returned fooneagaine. And indeed al- 
though the power of the Greekes hath bintrauailedin many great warres, 
yet did it neuer firmely eftablifh any Empire out of Greece. T he Grecians for 
a time were mightie enough,and made proofe of their forces for keeping of 
their libertie; andto thew themfelues inuincible. But inthetime of the faid 
Philip, and his fonne Alexander , their eftate and affaires began to decline. 
Before the deeds of the Macedonians were little efteemed ; and they were 
fubiect alwaies for the moft part toother nations, And although Philip by 
histrauailes and labours magnified them greatly: notwithftanding his autho- 
ritie neuer went out of the countrie of Greece. Touching the Empire of 
Alexander it is moft certain that it was glorious and excellent , both for the 
greatnes thereof, as alfofortheceleritie of his conquefts: But after it was | 
Once cometo an infinite degree, and impofsible to imitate ; ir diuided it felfe | 
foone into many parts: Euenasa flafh of lightning which gineth fodainly a 
great light, andrunneth hitherand thither, and then is extinguifhed . But if 
the great God (faith Plutarch) which fentthe fouleof Alexander herebelow, 
had not fodainly called it vnto him againe ; peraduenture there had bin but 
one only law, which had gouerned all men; and all this world had bin ruled 
vnder on¢ felfefame Iuftice: euen asby one light . Butas foone as he wasde- 
ceafed; his Armieand power wandering, and hurting it felfe, was like vntoa 
man, who hauing lofthis fight, feeleth euery wherewith his hand, without 
knowing whether he goeth:fo the greatnes of his power , he being dead, 
went aftray,and wandered hither and thither, reeling and ftumbling at every 
thing : becaufethere was not anyto whom it obeyed; Orrather as thebodie, 
when the foule is once out of it,the parts do not fuftaine one another,neither 
find themfelues vnited oneto theother ; but theyleaue cach other, and dif- 
ioine themfelues one fromthe other , and withdraw themfelies: Sothe Ar- 
mie of Alexander, after it had loft him, did nothing buttrembleand fhake in 
a continuall feuer,vnder Perdiccas, Meleager , Seleucus , Antigonus, Eu- 
menes, Lyfimachus; Ptolemeus, Lacomedon, Antipater,Philotas, and Leo- 
natus , his fucceflours: which were euen as {pirits, yet warme , and poulfes 
beating, {omerimes here,fometimesthere, by {paces and fits; vnitill thar finally 
comming to: wafte, and perith init felfe, itcrauled all with wormes :which 
werethe chiefe Captaines, being becomekings, by vfurpation of his Lord- 
fhips ; not like to him in valure , and generofitie : Amongft whom , and 
their offipring arofe great ciuill warres , along time continued ; whereof 
followed the defolation of their kingdomes : fo that by little and little, they 
fell, intothe hands of the Parthians ; or of the Romains;or had particular 
Lordes. d iittedioia brs giro! isotg 4 jninihgsd ater y 
qi : A COM- 


| OF THE\VARIETIY: OF THINGS. 67 
teA ou TMe PaAoReb:S OANs! :‘O0R cA By X \AuNs DER: 
| theegreat, unto Cyrus, Age/iaus; Themiitocles , Pericles, Agamemnon, 

: at Achilles, VlifSes,Diomedes, Bacchus, Hercules, and oihers,. | 

| E.we.confider in Alexander , his: deuotion towards the Gods, affiance in 

his friends;his fuffifance with alittle, his continencie , beneficence ,.con= 
_-tempt of death, magnanimitie, humanitie,gratious intertainment, ealie ac 
cefle, trankedifpofition of nature, not counterfaited,nor fained; his conftancie 
in counfailes,readines in executions,his willtobethe chief of men in glories 
and refolution to do: whatfoeuer his ‘will commaunded ; we fhall-find that 

God who compofed:him of many. vertues, gaue himthe courage. of Cyrus, 
the temperance of Agefilaus, the thatp vnderftanding of Themiftocles, the 
experi¢aceof Philip, the hardines of Brafidas ,and the fufficiencie of Peri« 
cles in matters of ftate and gouernment : And inrefpect of the more aunci- 


ents; thar’ he was more continentthen Agamemnon ;.who preferred a cap- 


tive prifoner,before theloue of hislawfull wife ;and he would neuer once 
touch a captive, vntill/he had firftmaried her: more magnanimious then 
Achilles,who for 4 little ranfom fold the body of Hector,being dead; wheras 
he beftowed a great fumme of money in burying that of Darius : and the 
otherto-appeate his choler, as being mercenarie, tooke prefents of his friends 
for his hire and this man being victorious, enriched his enemies..He was 
more religious then Diomedes, who was readicto fightwiththe Gods them 
felues ; atid he accounted , that all his victories and happie fuccefles , came 
vnto hit by fattour ofthe Gods. He'was more'charitableto his parents then 
Viifles , whofe mother died for forrow ; whereas the mother of his enemie 
for loue and good will which thee bore vnto him, died with him for griefe 
of his death: Solon ordained at Athens an abolifhment of all debts ; Alex- 


ander paied his fouldiersdebts to their creditors . Pericles hauing taxed the 


Greekes, ofthe money which came of this taxe, beautified the Citie of A- 
thens with faire T emples,elpecially the eaftle: onthe contrarie, Alexander 
hauing takenthe treaftre of the Barbarians ; fent into Greecethe fumme of 
fix Millions of gold ,tobuild templesfor the Gods; in fteed of thofe which 
they had ouerthrowen ¥ Bralidas got great reputation of valiancie amongft 
the Grecians, becaufe he trauerfed, and pafled thoroughthe enemies hoft, 
from thone end ta the other, being incamped beforethe T owne of aterhona 
along the fea {hore : whereas the meruailous leape which Alexander made in 
the Citie ofthe Oxydeaques, to thofewhich heare it told, is incredible , and 
to thofewhich faw itsmoft terrible; when he threw himfelfe fromthe height 
ofthe wallesinto the midftof his enemies,whoreceiued him with darts,and 
arrowes, pikes, and fwords:,Whereunto might one comparethis deede,but 
vnto the flath of lightning,which breaketh forceably out of the cloudejand 
being caried by the wind, ftriketh on the earth: euen as an apparition fhi- 
ning out of flaming armour. Infomuch, that thofe which faw hinyat the 
inftant, were fo frighted therewith, that they retired back : but when they 
fawy that it was oneman alone, aflailing ae many ;then they returned 49 
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make headagainft him. That which led Alexander againft all Nations,was 
nothing buta defire of glorie,and of rile; hauing propofed vnto himfelfeby 
icaloulic and emulation,to furpaffe thedeedes of Bacchus,and of Hercules; 
by making hisarmes tobe feen yet fartherthen they had made theirs. More- 
ouer, it wasa great happines vnto him) and fuch asneuer hapnedto any o- 
ther Monarke; to haue in histimethe moft excellent men in all knowledge, 
and the beft workementhateuer were; towards whom he was verie liberal: 
as alfoto them it wasa great aduantage to haue fucha beholder , who knew 
moft ingenioufly to iudge of that which they had done; andto recompence 
itmoft liberally . For euen asthe humanitie,the honourand liberalitieofthe 
Prince , isthat which prouoketh and fetteth forward the aduancement of 
arts,and-of good inuentions: fo on thecontrarie , allthat languifheth , and 
is extinguilhed , by the enuie, and nigardnes of thofe that rule. Then as. 
Alexander after his Conquefts, hadin treafurea hundred thoufand Talents;, 
and thirtie thoufand of yearely, reuenew which is eighteené Millions of; 
Crownes by the yeare: he vied thefe:great treafures magnificently, with mer~ 
uailous and well ordered Jiberalitie; hauing refpect to the merits of men; . 
and beftowing his benefits inthofe places ; where he thoughtthe memorie: 
of them couldnot beloft.. He gauechargevnto Ariftotle,to reduce into wri- 
ting, the natures of all liuing creatures ; and for this effect caufed-to. be deli- 
uered ‘to him eight hundred Talents; comming to CCCClxxx. thoufand: 
Crownes of our money : commaunding many thoufands of men thorough 
out Greece, and Afia, as hunters , fowlers , fauconers, fifhers; and all thofe 
which had charge of parkes , pooles, or birdhoufes,to bring himbeafts and 
liuing creatures; or to make faithful report of their natures. He gaueto the: 
Philofopher Anaxarchus to fet vp hisSchoole,a hundred talents ; and to 
Xenocrates;a man of great account, fiftie. He did fingularly admire the Poe- 
fie of Homer ,which he had alwaies atnight vnder his beds-head with his 
dagger ; and accounted much of philofophie, wherein he had bin inftructed: 
by the faid Ariftotle: efteeming no lefle to furmount others in the knowledge’ 
of good,and excellent arts, then in power and force of armes. Whereforehe. 
defired aboue all , that his deedes might be recommended to pofteririe, by: 
worthy writers: asin like maner he would notbe pourtraied but by Apelles;: 
neither haue his ftatue made but by Lyfippus:: which were twothemoft ex- 
cellent workmen, that Greece euer bare;thone ofthem a Painter ; andthe: 
other a Statuarie. There is yet tobe feen atthis day in the Citie of Alexan- 
dria in Egipt , a little houfe in maner of a church, and therein a fepulture 
much honoured , and vifited by the Mahometans; becaufethey affirmethar, 
there doreftthe bones.of Alexander thegreat prophet, and king , according 
as they aretaught by their AedrdecintGnnch y that many ftrangers go thi- 
ther , our of Regions far diftant, to vifitethis fepulture, leaving in this place 
great offerings, i. suk ot : at 
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ning of the Greekes, unto that of the Egiptians,Chaldees, _ 
i Perfians 5 Indians and others. 

yLatoin his Timeus faith, thatthe Countrieof Greece, by reafon of the 
| temperature of all the feafons ofthe yeare did bring forth wifemen; and 
~ inthe fourth of his Common wealth ; thatthe Grecians,by the fituation 
of their countrie , were naturally giuento the ftudie of wifdom: attributing 
in his Menexemus this propertie principally to the territorie of Athens, 
which he vpholdeth to be moftapt for thebreeding of good arts; asin truethi 
there hate bin more Greciansjand namely Athenianslearned,and eloquent, 
then of allthe other Nations of Europe: Yet fois it, that the fame aui- 
thour in his Epinomides acknowledgeth , that the fciences came firft from 
the Barbariansto the Grecians, but that they amended and bettered whatfo- 
euer they receiued of others. And Solon in the beginning of the faid Ti- 
meus confefleth, thatthe Grecians vnderftood nothing of antiquitie, in ref- 
pect of theE giptians, And affirmeth , that by one of their Prieftes itwas re- 
proched vnto hit: thatthe Grecians were alwaieschildren : that there was 
none in Greecethat was old :in as much asthey were all yong of vnderftan- 
ding ; without hauing any opinion taken from antiquiti¢, nor any hoarie 
and aged {cience. os ins As PRC Pgs OUT OFA B 
Tofephus againft'A ppionthe Grammarian, meaning to fhew that we‘ought 
not amongft the Gteeksto feck fortheknowledge of antiquitie ;butamongft - 
the Egiptians,and C haldees , whofe Priefts were carefull'to write hiftories: 
faith, that he meruaileth atthofe which attributed all to the Greekes,therin; 
it being moft certain,that the Greecians caine into theworld,not onely after 

it was cometo his full groweth, but euen when it was Waxing old; andthat 
all their inuentions,maners,lawes, arts, townes,and cities are butnew. Hero- - 
dotus afhrmeth, that Diuination and Geometric, were brought out of Egipt 
into. Greece: andthatthe Greekes learned of the Babylonians the elevation 
of the Pole,the vfe of thequadrant,and the diuifion of the day into howers. 
Moreouer, thatthe Egiptians found out thediuilion of the yeare, & diuided 
it into twelue Monethes , bythe knowledge which they had of the ftarres; 
wherein it feemeth to him, that they behaued themelues better then the Gre- 
cians : for afmuch asthe Greckes,to place the timethat was fuper-abundant, 
were conftrained from three yeares to three, t6 put berweene them an odd 
moneth : Andon the contrarie, the Egiptians allowed thirtie daies to euery 
moneth, adioining to each yeare fiuedaies,ouer and aboue? in fuch fort, that 
the reuiolution of the time,came alwaiesto one point , and was found good,! 
Herodotus alfo writeth in his fifth booke that the P henicians which came 
with Cadmus toinhabite Béeotia, brought with them many arts & learnings, 
planting therethe knowledge of letters; which the Greekes had not before: 
And confefleths thavall the Phenicians vfedthembefore the Grecians ; but 
that fithence by fuccefsion of time,the found of the faid letters was ch anged 
together with the words. The Jearnedmen which went out of Greece into 
WiDIIO> N2 ; Egipt, 
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Egipt,to learnetheir Lawes and fciences, were Orpheus; Mufeus, Melam- 
pus, Homer,Lycurgus; and after them, Solon, Plato , Pythagoras, Eudoxus, 
Democritus, and Inopis,which learried in fee allthat made them worthy 


of admiration . For Orpheus brought therehence the hymnes of the Gods; 
the feftiuals,;the punifhments,and rewards ofthe dead; & the vfe of ftatues. 
Inlike maner,Licurgus,Plato,and Solon,broughtto their common weales, 
many lawes and conftitutions ; which they had taken from the Egiptians. 
Alfo Pythagoras learned.in the holie writings of Egipt; Geometrie,and Arith- 
metick: together with the tranfmutation of foules from bodieto bodie. And 
Democritus in fine yeares which hefpent there; vnderftood many fecrets.of 
Aftrologie. Likewife Inopis hauing Jong frequented with the Prieftes and 
Aftrologers of Egipt, brought into Greece the knowledgeof whatfoeuerthe 
{unnedoth ; andthe courle of theother ftarres: of the Zodiack,and of many. 
other fuch things. ri nolo? ha& gare Ye bani vk Sate 
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ophers of Greece with the Chaldees of Babylon. erie 
e | # and the Priests of Egipt. obra. 


“THe Priefts of Egipt,and the Chaldees of Affyria, from their childhood 
_ 4 werebrought vp,and inftrudted by their parents inthe fciences;the care 
~” of allother things being laied apart: and they became by means hereof 
verie learned ; afwell for that they were fo inftructed and taught from their 
yong yeares; as alfo becaufe they. continued and perfeuered long therein. But 
the Greekes did otherwile : for commonly they gauenotthemfeluesto philo- 
phic, vntillthey were of good yeares and did not ftudieit long: but turned 
by.and by tothings of profit. And there were few of them that wouldbeftow 
their time in philofophie, tillthey viaderftood it well, but went to other ex- 
ercifes to get gaine. And they were not accuftomed to follow that {cience 
wheruntothetr fathers weregiuen: burftudied at their pleafure,and without 
conftraint many feueral {ciences. But the ftrangersand Barbarians continued 
alwaiestheir firft exercifes: Andthe Greeks often changing their opinion for 
their profit,and difputing one again an other. of thegreateft {ciences , made 
their difciples fo vncertain,thatthey were forced to fatle;and to remaine all 
their life time in doubt ; without hauing certaine knowledge of anything, 
which was the caufe of fo many feéts,and opinions rifing amongft ‘ents 
one contrarie,and repugnantto the other. aes 


A COMPARISON. OF THE GRECIANS 
with the Perfians, Indians, and the Nomades of Syria and Arabia. 


THe Perfians in old time coritended withthe Greckesinmatter ofarmes, 
4 and of learning: who furmounted the elegancie of the Greek rongue,by 
fubtil breuitie of fpeech,beingmoft ingenious ro vnderftand al fubtilitiesand 
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conuéjances of talke; and readie'to aunfwere to atguments propofed vnto 
thein : in difcourfing conueniently of great affaires; wherof they gaue perti- 
nent refolutions withoutdifticultie, or delaie. T hey vied alfo wife prouerbs, 
and profound riddels: not that they vnderftood the fubtilities of Chrifip- 

us, or of Ariftotle ; or that they had learned this knowledge of Socrates, or 
Plato, or Demofthenes ; for they neither ftudied Philofophie,nor R hetorick: 
but they did it bythe natural! goodnes of their mother wit, and (harp vnder- 
ftanding: wherein the Indians weretakento bebetterthenthe Perfians. And 
the Nomades of Syria , and Arabia, verie apt and exquilite to find out the 
tiieth, did to refute falfhood: who even atthis time (without hauing giuen 
themfelues to learning ) do fpeake verie fufficiently of Aftrologie; alleaging 
verie apparantreafons of their fayings: which they hatievnderftood by long 
obfefuation, and deliuer them fromthe fathertothe fonne fticcefsiuely ; and 
augment them continually « ; 


THE «81:0: QLY- ENCE) ),Of 
eee rele ; the Greekes.. 

+ Loquence was borne in Athens, where alfo it was foftered , and bred; 
and brought vpto his perfection: In fomuch, that in that Citie were 
“7 feeaat onetime, ten excellent Oratours ; of whom Demoihenes appea- 
red tobe the beft. As touching ftrangers ; they vfed not any Rhetoricke to 
circutmient the Iudges; or to turne them ftom thetrueth: but decided the 
caufesby the bills or writings of the plaintife, and defendant , who might 
make their replication,or reioider, without difguyfing the deeds with faire 
words or cloaking the rrueth with affeftions. And when it was needfullto 
deliberare in counfaile of ftareon publikeaffaires , they fpeak their opinions 
in sai not holding or troubling the affemblie with affected and tedious 
words. 


yo 
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Here is no Nation which hath had more forts of Poefie; nor more, or 
> # “Better Poets then Greece. For befides the Heroicks which hatte writ- 
~~ ten of dinersmatters ; of wartes , of naturall philofophic, Aftrologie, 
Phiyfick;Bucolicks,and Georgicks: there hath bina great companie of Tra- 
gicks;Comicks,Elegiacks, Lyricks, lambicks,Dithyrambicks,and Epigram- 
miatifts :fch as elfwhere haue not bin found thelike; faue amoneftthe Ro- 
fhainsand Italians, who wrote after imitation ofthem..Of whom fhall be 


fpoken hereafter , incomparing them together. 


THETGRE CHAN HISTOR TE * 


T is Hiaturall'to all Nations, to feeke outtheir antiquities, and to preferue 
4 the mémorieof publikeaffaires: by reafon wherofthere are hiftories found 
*eaery where . But whereas others haue contented themfelues with bare 
he N 3 Annals, 
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Annals,or Chronicles,difcribing fimply thetimes,perfons, places, & affaires; 
the Grecians haue added theruntothe ornaments of eloquéce. Efpecially He- 
rodotusand Thucydides, hauing furpafled all others that euer medled with 
writing of hiftories : except peraduenture they oppofe vnto them Saluft,and 


Liuie, of the Latines ; whoafter them haue worthely acquited themfeluesin 
this kind of writing. : 


THE NOBILITIE OF AVNCI- 


-- ent Greece. 


He Greekes in oldtime,and namely the Lacedemonians and Corinthi- 

ans,accounted the Artifans bale ;as we haue faid heretofore :and onely 

thofenoble which exercifed armes. Herodotus doubteth whether they 
tooke this cuftome of the Egiptians; feeing the T hracians, Scythians, Perfi- 
ans, Lydians, and almoft all the Barbarians vfedthe fame. T he Egiptians en- 
deuoured to proue,that the Athenians were difcended of a Colony of Scytes, 
a people of Ae countrie of Egipt ; as is told inthe T imeus of Plato;and re- 
hearfed by Diodorus the Sicilian : becaufe that in the townes of Greece,the 
people was diuided into three parts,according to the cuftome of Egipt. For 
the firft order of the citie was of thenobles, who being giuen aboue all others 
to the fciences, were the more efteemed ; being therein like tothe Priefts of 
Egipt. The fecond was of thofe to whom lands had bin diuided , and afsig- 
ned,tothend they might the better giuethemfelues to armes, for defence of 
their Countrie ; like vnto thofe of Egipt,who were inuefted with fees ; and 
which did wage the fouldiers for the warres,attheir charges. T hethird ors 


der was of the meaner fort of people,and of Artifans,who being giuen alto- 


gether to Mechanicall arts, furnifhed many neceflarie workes for the whole 
Communaltie, . hee a 2 oa 


THE ARTISANS, AND WORKES 
of the Grecians, 


He Artifans of Greece wereno lefleexcellent intheir workes,then the 
learned in their profefsions ; and many of themdid write of their mifte- 

_ ties: of whomthe moft famous in divers arts haue bin before recited: 
Neuertheles , Herodotus in his fecond booke, fpeaking of the Labyrinth of 
Egipt,and of the Pyramides, faith: that if any one would make comparifon, 
_ of the buildings, fortreffes, & works, which were then in Greece,hefhould 
find that they wereall of leffe labour and expence, then this labyrinth. And 
albeit the Temple of Ephefus ; and that of Samos, deferued tobe reckoned 
of: yet the Pyramides exceeded tongiie,and pen: confidering that oneofthem 
Was equall to all the buildings of the Greekes; and yet notwithftanding , the 
Labyrinth furmounted the Pyramides . But that the artificial poole of Meris, 
neer vnto which it was feated, yelded yet greater meruails. Mereouer Diode- 
tus the Sicilian affirmeth, thatthe beft cutters, & caruers of Imagesthatwere 
ar | in 
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in Greece, learned their meafures and dimenfions, of the Egyptians : who a- 
mongftal other nations did not meafure the compofition of ftatues by the eie; 
but did them by compas: to thend that the ftatue might be made of many and 
diuersftones gathered into one body; obferuing the meafures & proportions. 
Athing in deed worthy of admiration: namely,that many Artifans in diuers 
places, fhould fo well agree in one meafure; that one onely Image entier, and 
perfect, fhould be made by them being feparated one from another; fomtimes 
oftwenty,fomtimes of forty ftones. 
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The end of the fifth Booke, 
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The. sixth Booke. 


S)E will now come totheR OMAINS; whointheie 

? time obtained the excellence in armes,in learning, and in 
9» all workmanthips.But euen as after the going of Xerxes 
a> into Greece (which put the Grecians in the greateit 
D9 feare that euer they were) the war hauing had an other 
4 end then was expected, they not onely found themfelues 
SA J out of danger,but alfo got great glorythereby ; growing 
meruailoufly from that time forward in all felicity, riches, and exceilency of 

allarts: Sothe R omains after the fecond Punick warr, and voiage of Han1- 

bal into Italy; which troubled them much, remayning there fixteene yeres 

witha miglity army, in which timehe wan many battails onthem,and came 

cuentothegates of Rome, where he might alfo haue entered, ifhe hadkno- 

wen howto viethe victory: the Romains thembeing brought to the grea- 

teft extremity, that euer they were ( being vanquithed by the Carthaginians, 

and feeming to haue giuen ouer the glory of armes vnto them) yetthis long, 

and cruel war hauing taken an other end then was looked for and the chance 
being tourned to the aduantage, and honour of the Remains; by their con- 
ftancy,and good counfaile: fromthat time forward for thefpace of threeand 
fiftye yeres (as Polybius faieth) they became exceeding ftrong both by land 
_ andby fea, commaunding not onely ouer all Italy, butalfo quer the better 
_ partof the world; ftrecching their Empire tothe reft of Europe, into Afia, 


and into, Afticke; which they made greater then any other that had bin 
. ; before, 


RES 
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before,or hath bin after them:increafing in all felicity & abotndanée; which 
togither with idlenes, made the Atts and {ciences to come in reputation a- 
mongftthem: asit had before in Greece. For after they had vanquifhed, and 


‘ouerthrowen the Carthaginians, deftroied Numantia, and razed Corinth to - 


the ground; reduced into protinces, the kingdomes of Macedonia, Bythi- 
nia, Sutia, Pontus,Capadocia, Numidia, Mauritania, and Egypt: conquered 
the Spaynes,and the Gaules: fubdued Gerthanie,and great Britaine; obtained 
the Lordhip of the fea,and Ifles thereof: there wasnot found any more fuf 
ficient power to refift them, then. that of the Parthianson the Eaft ; which 
feemed to haue parted withthem theEmpire ofthe world, poflefsing feuen- 
teene kingdomes. Info much that fithencethat time,both military,and po- 
litickedicipline, was better in Italy then it had bin before in any part of the 
worlde. Eloquence alfo florifhed much at Rome; and all arts both liberal! 
and mechanicall, came almoft to their perfeGtion. Then lined thofe great 
C APT AINES fomuch renowmed ; the two Scipioes, the one fur- 
named of Africke, and the other called the Afiaticke; Quintus Fabius the 
great; Marcus Marcellus, who was defitous to haue faued that ingeni- 
ous Archimedes life, at thefiege of Syracufa;PaulusEmilius, Marius, Sylla, 
Pompeius, lulius Czfar: O R AT OV RS Cethegus, M.Cato Cenforius, 
Galba, Lelius, thetwo Gracchi brethren; Carbo,Craflus, Antonius,Horten- 
fius, Cicero, Caluus,P ollio,Meflala which loft his wit and memory;Corne- 
lius Nepos,and Feneftella.H 1S T O RTANS, Pictor,Pifo, Antipater, Si- 
fenna,Saluft, T itus Liuius,and Trogus Pompeius: PHILOSOPHERS 
and wile men, Tubero,and Cato.S T OICKS, M. Varro, and Nigidius. 


LAWIERS, Quintus Scuola, Seruitis Sulpitius,Gallus Aquilius, Luct- 
us Balbusy C. huencius, Sextus, Papyrius, Aulus Offilius, Alphenus, Va- 


rus,C.Titius, Decius, the two Aufidij, Pacttius, Flavius Prifens, Cinna,P. 
Célitis,C. Thebacius, and Antiftius Labeo. COMICAL POETS Li- 
uius Andronicus the firft writer amongeft the R omains, Cecilius, Plautus, 
Neuttis, Licinius, Attila, Terence, Turpilius, Trabea, Lufeus, Afranius: 
TRAGICAL, Accius,Pactiuius, Ennius:$ AT Y RIC AL,Lucilius; 


anid Horace, who wasalfoaL Y RICK:ELEGIACAL,Onid,Tibul-- 


lus, Propertius, Catullus, Afconius Pedianusa G RAMA‘R TA Nj Cor- 
nelius Gallus, Laberius Plotius, Valgitis, Fufcus, the two 'Gifques, and 


Furnias: HER OICAL, Lucretius, Macet, Virgil, Manilius, lulie 


us Firmicus,AST RO LO GER S: Antonius MufaaP HY SICTON 
Vitruuius an ARCHITECT, AtelaaP AINTER:Theltalian wits 
alwaies fructifying and increafing til the'time of Iulius Cefar, and Augu- 
ftus: whenas Italy rofe to the greateft’excelence, thatitcould attaine, both 
inarmes, inlearning, and in all workmanthips: wherehenceit fel! ineonti- 
nently. Diodorus the Sicilian, Strabo of Crete, Dyonife the Halicaraffe- 
an, and Cicero withthem, donot only celebrate the perfection of their age; 


but forefee alfo the fall thereof at hande: telling howe eloquence being - 


brought froma little and lowe beginning, to her foueraigne excellence, 
: | . waxed 
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waxed olde; and-feemed as if in fhort timeit woulde decay and come to 
nought: as by order of nature it falleth out with all other thinges, Horace 
_ witnefleth that in histimethe R omains were cometothe height of fortune; 
_and that they did all workes better thenthe Grecians.Seneca writeth that all 
whatfoeuer Italy may oppofe or prefer vnto Greece, flourifhed about the 
timeof Cicero: and thatall good wits which have giuenlightto Latin let- 
ters werebornethien. Solinus {peaking of Auguftus, faith that hisraigne hath 
bin almoft the onely time wherein armes haueceafed; and good wits, and 
{ciences florifhed. b 
To fuch authority,magnificence,& ftate camethe Romain Empire,whofe 
beginning indeed was fmall and difficult,but yet miraculous: as promifing 
fome greatnesintimeto come. And firftthe generation,birth, and education 
of Romulus(who by beginning the buildings of thecity of Rome laide the 
firft foundation of this eftate) was meruailous.For it is faid that his mother lay 
with the God Mars; and it wasthen beleeued, that Hercules, was engendred 
in along night,the day hauinig bin withheld, and the fun flaied cotrary to the 
courfeofnature; fowas it alfo beleeuedthat in the conception of R omulus 
the fun was eclipfed : and thatthere wasa true coniunction of the Sun with 
the moone; when Mars (who was a God according to the Pagan credulity) 
coupled with Syluia being a mortal woman and thatthe fame happened a- 
aine to Romulus thefame daythathe departed this life , vanifhing out of 
ight whenthefunnewas ineclypfe. And then when heand his brother Re- 
mus were borne, Amulius. (who had conftrained their mother to make her 
{elfe a votarie or Nun, and to vow perpetuall chaftity, fhutting her vp with- 
inthewood of Mars,where fhe becatne with child) feeing that they were 
two,and meaning to make them die, commaunded they fhould be expoled, 
and caft forth; and their mother fhut vp clofe: whereof fhe died.But fortune 
(which afar off beheld the birth of fo greata city) provided for the two chil- 
‘dren; by meansof akindand gentle feruant,who hauing chargeto caftthem 
out; would not put them to: death: but laid them on the bank of ariuer,ioy= 
ningtoa faire green meadowe, and {hadowed with littletrees neere vnto a 
wilde figgtree: andthena fhee-wolfe, which had lately brought forth young 
ones and had loftthem,hauing her teats fo full of milke that {he was readie to 
burft, feeking to eafe herfelfe came to thefe children, and gauethem fuckes 
as if fhehad brought foorth afecond time, in being delivered of her milkes 
And thenthe bird whicli is confecratedto Mars called.a hickway or wood- 
pecker comming thither, and approching tothem,.amd with her foote, o- 
pening gently the childrens mouthes one after another; fed them with lit- 
tle crommesof her owne food: which being perceiued by the fhephearde 
Fauftulus, hecaried them therehence, and brought them vp poorely among 
his beafts; no man knowing who they were; neither that they were the chil- 
dren of Syluia,and nephewes to Numitor,andtotheking Amulius.And.be- 
ing after this maner brought vp amongeft the fhephards,they becamedtrang 
and hardy: in fuch forte that oft times they defended their beafts from betes 
| taken 
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taken oftheeues. It fellout that after they had many times done fo, Remus 
was taken, and accufed vnto the king of theft, from which he had often kept 
others; and that it was he which fet vponthe beaftes of Numitor, And then 
was hedeliuered by the king vnto Numitor to take auengementof him;,or 
to berecompenfed by him for the robberies which he had done: who fee- 
ing the yong yeres of Remus; and confidering wellthe markes of his coun- 
tenance; togither withthetime, when his daughters children were caft out; 
began to fufpedt thathe was one of them, by hisage fo well agreeing there- 
to. And being in this doubt Romulus and Fauftulus came vnto him3;-by 
whom he was aduertifed of the trueth ofall. Then being auenged of Amu- 
lius (whom they flew) they placed Numitor inthe kingdom,and afterwards 
founded the citie of Rome. ROMV LVS.thenthe firftPrince,authour, 
and founder thereof, hauing compofed it of Countrey people’, and neat- 
heards, had many trauailes indoing thereof, and found himfelfe intangled 
with many wars, and many daungets: being conftrained to fight with thofe 
that oppofed themfelues to the riling and foundation of this City; andto the 
increafe ofthis peoplenewly planted. T hen afterwards as his natiuity, pre- 
feruation, and nourifhment had bin maruailous;: his end was no leffe. Foras 
he fpake vnto the people, fodainly the weather was ouercaft, and the aire was 
horribly chaunged; T he funne Joftentierly his light, and there were terrible 
thunders,impetuous winds,ftormes and tempefts on euery fide, which made 
thecdmon peopleto hidethemfelues here and there in corners:But the Sena: 
tours keptthemfeluestogither. T hen when the ftorme was paft,the day clea 
red, andthe weather become faire, the people aflembled againe as before; 
and went to feeketheir king, and to ‘aske what was become of him.. But the 
Lords wouldnot fuffer them to enquireany farther; but admonifhed themto 
honour, and reuerence him, as onethat ‘had bin taken vp into heauen and 
who thence forward infteed ofa goodking, would bea propicious,and fa- 
uourable God vnto them: Moreouer lulius Proculus; one ofthe Patricians 
accounteda very honeft man, (whoalfo had bin a great familiar friende of 
Romulus) affirmed thatas he came from Alba he met himon his way; grea- 
ter and fairer then euer he had feen him;armed all in white armour, bright, & 
fhyning as fire: andthat being ‘afrighted to fee himin fich fort, he asked him 
wherefore he had abandoned his orphane city in fueh infiniteforowe:To 
who Romulus anfwered;J7 plea/ed the Gods from who I came, that I fhould rex 
main among imen,as long asI haue remained, ce that after I had bailtucity( which 
inglory,and greatnes of Empire, fhallone day be the chiefe im the world) I fhoulde 
returneto dwellin heauen, as before. Wherefore be of good cheere, and fay unto the 
Romains, that in exercifing of prowes , and temperancesthey shall. attaine to the 
height of humaine power t-ana as for me-I will be henceforth a God,Protector,and 
Patron of them whom they shallcall QVIRINV S..5- 0 oo oh id 
The auncients recited many fuch meruailes,inthewhich thereisnoap= 
pas oftrueth, endeuouring to deifiethe natureof:man; and to affociate 
im, with the Gods. Itisisvery true faith Plutarch, that it were euil , and 
wickedly 
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“wickedly done to deny the diuinity of vertue ; but yetto mingle earth with 
heauen were great foolifhnes: being athing moft certaine , that after death 
thefoule(which is theymage of eternity)remaineth only aliue, and retour- 
neth to heauen wherhenceit came ; not withthe body ; but rather when it is 
fartheft remoued,and feperated fromthebody; and when itis cleane and ho- 
ly, andholdeth nothing any longer oft hefleth. Therefore it is not neceflary 
to go aboutto fende againft nature, the bodies of vertuousmen with their 
foules vnto heauen: but we ought to thinke, and firmely beleeue that their 
vertues arid foules according tonature and diuine luftice, become faincts of | 
men; andof faints demy-Gods: and ofdemy-gods (after they are perfectly as 
in facrifices of purgation cleanfed,& purified, being deliuered of al pafsibility, 
and mortality)they become(not by.any ciuileordinance;but in trueth,reafon 
& liklyhood) entier:& perfect Gods;recciuing amoft happy & glorious end. 
But N V MA thefecond king, fucceeding vnto Romulus, had time and 
Jeafuré to eftablith R ome;and to enfiire the increafethereof, by meanes of the 
long peace which hee had withall his enemies ; which was to Rome as a 
ftore-houfeof all munition forthe wars which folowed after:and the people 
of Rome hausing exercifedthemfelues at leafure, and in quiet and reft, bythe 
fpace of xliij.yeres,after the wars which they had vnder R omulus;they made 
themfelués ftrong enough, & fiufficient to make head againft thofe which af- 
terwards oppofed themfelues againft them: Confidering that in all that time; 
there was neither plague, nor famine, nor barrennés of the earth, not intem- 
peratenes of winter or fommer that offended them:as ifallthefe yeres had bin 
gouerned not by humane wifdome,but bythe diuine prouidence.For hegaue 
outthat the goddefle zgeria was in love with him, & thatlying withhim, fhe 
taught himhow to ruleand gouetne hiscommon wealth, Numa then taking 
the city of Rome,as ina turbulent tempeft,and ina fea tormented, & troubled 
with the enmity,emuy,and euil wil ofall the neighbor nations,and bordering 
peoples;and moreouer exercifed in it felfe with infinite troubles,and partiali- 
ties; he extinquifhed and aflwaged all angers, and all the enuies, as euil , and 
contrary windes: giuing meanes tothe people being but newly planted, and 
{carcely yet eftablithed, totake roote and to faften theiz footing, by augmen- 
ting leafurely inal fafety;without wars, without ficknes, without peril, with- 
out feare,orany other hinderance whatfoeuer-For in all his raigne there was 
neither war,nor ciuil fedition,norattempt ofnouelty , in goucrnment of the 
common wealth; & yet lefle enmity or emry perticularly againfthim; or con- 
{piracy againft his perfonforgreedines of rule. And not only at Rome was the 
people foftned, & reformed after the example ofthe Iuftice,clemency & good- 
nes of the king; but. in all the Citiesalfo roundabout , begana meruailous 
change of maners: no otherwife then if it had bin a fweete breath of fome 
wholfome and gracious winde, that had breathed on themfrom the fideof 
Rome,to refrefh them: and there ftolefweetly into theharts ofmen, a delire 
toliue in peace,tolabour the earth,and to bring vp their children, in reft and 
granquility,and to ferueand honour the Gods. Nias 
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After thefe two raigned fue kings atRome:and in TAR Q.VIIN the 
fat, for hate ofhis pride, and not.ofthe royall authority was the gouerne= 
ment chaunged: R ome being trom that.time foorth gouerned by two annu- 
all CONSVLS, and bythe SENATE vnder the authoritie of the 
eople. ). : PtTG bere Bi ULPITR ISS. | LMS Lats y 
; Then from the Confulsit cametotheruleofT.E N MEN, fromwhom 
it retourned back againetothe C O NS V LS. Andwhereas there were op: 
pofed vntothem twomilitary TR IBV NES ofsequall power: they were 
within the yere depofed, and gaue placeto the CONS V LS. And albeit 
they vied in the great affaires ofthe common wealthto createa DIC TAs 
TOVR withabfolute authority for the time; neuerthelefle the Confila: 
ry adminiftration remained flill; and\vnder it Rome profpered moft;- aug- 
menting meruailoufly in power, tillitcame to the Empire of theworld. And 
it feemeth difcourfing by reafon onthe augmentation therof, that it was gui- 
ded, and gouerned by the diuine Conduct: and thatthe true God (though 
he werenotknowen nor worfhipped of them;)becaieof their iuftice, pru- 
dence, valiance,and good difcipline,exalted them: tothe end toreprefle, of 
to chaftife thegreat,and exceeding vicesraigning at that time, amongft ma- 
ny nations. It was heethat fauoured them continually, by land, by fea, in 
war,and inpeace; againfttheltalians, againftthe Greekes, againftall ftran- 
gers and Barbarians , giting them meanes to ioine trophees to trophees; 
tryumphes wnto tryumphes; and conqueltvnto conqueft; of kingdoms fub: 
dued , nations ouercome ; Iflandes and Continents brought vnder. fub- 
ieCtion: which came all vnder the fhadowe of the greatnes of thisEmpire, 
He perthittedthat by one onely battaile Philip of Macedony fhould be cha- 
fed away; That by oneonely blow Antiochus fhould yeld them Afias That 
the Carthaginians by one only overthrow fhouldlofe Lybia; ThatP O M- 
PEY atoneaduenture,and one onely voyage fhould conquer them Arme- 
nia, thekingdome of Pontus,Syria,Arabia,the Albanians, the Iberians; and 
eventothehill Caucafts, and to the Hircanians ; andtothe Ocean which 
enuironeth the world; which atthree.feuerall times, andthree divers places 
faw him victorious: that hefhould repreffe, and beaté backe the Ndmades 
in Africk,euen tothebankes ofthe meridional Ocean;that he fhould fubdue 
Spaine, whichwas reuolted with Sertorius, evento the Atlantick fea: and 
fhould purftie'the Kings of the Albanians, euen to the Cafpian fea, That, 
IVLIVS CESAR thould overcome’ the Gaules,which had: gon be- 
yond the R omains in military glory; taken,and burned Rome; poflefled Ita- 
lie; and who for a long {pace of time conftantly defended their liberty): in 
fuch fort that wherethe Romains affailed others for glory, they made warr 
againft the Gaules fortheir fafety,and conferuation. God I fay caufed Hans 
nibal, torun and confumeoutof Carthage into Italieeuenasan impetuous 
raging ftreame; permitting that by the enuy,and malignity of his enuious fel- 
low citizens, no-reenforcemént nor fuccour fhoulde bee fent him from his 
countrey.He permitted that thearmies ofthe Cymbrians,and of the Teutons 
re fhould 
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fhould be feparated by great diftance of places,andtimes; tothend that M/A= 
RIVS might beable.to fight with them, and to ouerthrowethem both 
one after another: and ro hinder that CCC. thoufand fighting men fKould 
not ioyne togither at the fame time to ouerrun all Italy with inninci- 
ble men, and forces vnreliftable.. He permittedthat Antiochus {hould: hold 
him ftill, whiles they had wars with Phillip ; and that Phillip hating bin 
already beaten, fhoulddye when Antiochus wasin danger of thelofle of his 
. eftate. He permitted that the Baftarnick,and Sarmatick wars fhould hold:the 
king Mithridates occupied, whiles the Marfick watre burned, and foraged 
Italy: That Tigranes, whiles Mithridates, was ftrong and mighty, fhould di- 
ftruft,and enuy him; which kept him fromioyning with him:and afterwards 
when he was ouerthrowen, fhould gather vnto him,that hemight alfo pe- 
rifh, with him. He permitted thar the Romains after the'great difcomfiture 
whichthey had receaued of the Gaulesneer tothe riuer of Allia, fhouldre- 
unite themfelues; and that the faid Gaules befeeging the Capitoll , and ha- 
uing furprized.t by night fhould bee difcouered by geefe:: without which 
warning,boththe place, and theeftate,had bin loft.He permitted that. Alex- 
ander the great fhould die before he came towardthe welt: who being ele- 
uated by many great victories and glorious conquefts ,began already todarte 
the flaming beames of his armes even into Italy. In fiuch forte thar all thefe 
hinderances being taken away by thediuine permifsion, the Romains had 
meanés to growe; and with time to eftablifhe an Empire of greater com- 
pafle both by land andby fea, thenany. whereof there is anymemory; and 
at whofe incomparable power Plutarch admiring in the raigne of Traian, 
thought, vertue and fortune(which ordinarily doe never agree togither) 
had with one accord accomplifhed, the greateft and goodlieft worke, that 
euer wasamongeft men. For whereas the greateft potentates, and Empires 
that had bin amongft men, were chaunged according tothe occurrences, 
- and ftumbled one at the other ; for as much as none of them was great e- 
nough co commaund allthe reft: and'that neverthelefleal! of them defiring 
it, there was a ftraunge motion, and wandering agitation, and a vniuerfal! 
mutation of all in all thoroughout the worlde; vatill fuch time as Rome 
comming totake force, and increafe, andto tye andbinde vnto iton thone 
fide other peoples, and neighbour nations ; and onthe other fide Lordthips, 
Kingdomes, and principalities of ftrange and farre princes beyond the feas; 
the principall ‘thiages began to take firme foundation and affured efta- 
blifhment : becaufe the Empire was finallye reduced into peaceable or- 
der, and growen to fuch-greatneffe of eftate, thatnothing could fall by 
reafon that vertueraigned in them that guyded this great worke vnio per- 
fe€tion ; efpecially in IVLIVS CESAR, and AVGVSTVS, who 
furpaffed all thereft that wereeither before,or after them in felicity, power‘ 

and glory. ; elit | 7 
For firft of all who fo willcompare vntoIVLIVS CESAR, all the 
O1 | Fabians, 
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Fabians,Scipioes, Metelles; and thofeof his time, or fomewhat afore him, 
as Sylla, Marius, the two Luctlles;. and Pompey himfelfe, whome Plinie 
dareth to compare; not onely with Alexander thegreae,butwith Hercu- 
les, and Bacchus, recounting the victories happely obtained by him in all 
partes of the worlde, with his titles and tryumphes : Hee fliall finde that 
the deedes of Cefar, in all military vertue, and precedence in matter of 
warre, furmountthem all entierly : the onein the vneafineffe of the places 
where he made his Conquefts; the other inthe largenefle and circuit of: 
thofe countries, which hee added to the Romain Empire ; another inthe 
multitude and ftrength of the enemies whom he defeated; another in the 
roughnefle and fharpenefle of men with whom he had to deale ; whofe 
manners hee afterwardes polifhed , and foftened ; The other in clemency 
towardes thofe whome hee had taken ; another in ‘liberality , and great 
benefice towardes thofe which fought vnder his charge inthe warres: and 
all of them in thefhumber of battailes which hee wan; and multitude of 
enemies which heflew inbattaile. For in leffethen inten yeares (which 
the warres of the Gaules endured ) heetooke by aflault or by force eight 
hundred Townes; fubdued three hundred nations ; and hauing had ma- 
ny times in battaile before him three Millions of armed men; he flew one’ 
Million of them, and tookeas many prifoners. Moreouer he made himfelfe 
fo well beloued of his people , who were {o earneftly affe€tioned to doe 
him feruice , that albeit they were butas other men when they fought for 
any other; yet when the queftion was of the honour or glory of Cefar, 
they were inuincible, and ran headiong on all daunger with fuch furye, 
that none was able to abide them. And being borneto do allgreatthings, 
_and his hart being by nature defirous of great honour , the profperities 
of his pafled prowefles, and conqueftes , did not inuite him to be defirous 
to enioy in peace the fruid of his fabours: but rather kindeled him, and 
encouraged hin, to bee willingto vndertake others, engendring alwaies 
more and more, an ymagination in kif of greater enterprifes anda defire: 
of neweglorys as if that which lie had already had bin wafted and worne 
out . Which pafsion was nothing elfe but a iealoufie and emulation of 
himfelfe , as if hee had bin fome other man; and an obftinate delire al- 
waies to ouercomehimfelfe: the hope of that which was to come fighting 
ftill with the glory of what was pailed; and the ambition of that which. 
hee délired to doe , with that which hee had all ready done. For hee 
had purpofed , and already made preparation to goe fight againft the Par- 
thians , and after He had fubdued them, to pafle thorough Hircania, and 
to enuiron the Cafpian fea , andthe mountaine Caucafus; and returning 
to win the kingdome of Pontus, that hee might afterwarde go into Scy- 
thia,and hauing ouerrun, allthe Countrey and bordering prouinces of great 
Germany,and Germanie itfelfe, to retourne in theend thorough Gaule into 
Iealy, and foto fpread the Romaine Empire round about: infuch fort vie 
fhoul 
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fhould dn eche fide be bounded withthe great Ocean. That great fortune; 
and ftauour of heauen, thathad accompanied him all his life long , continu- 

-ed in the auengement of his death; purfuing by land, and by tea, all thofe 
which had con(pired againft him : infomuch that there remained not one 
-vnpunifhed of allthofe, which either in deed.or in-counfaile , were parta- 
-kers ofthe confpiracy of his death. But of all things which haue happened 
tomenon earth, the moft wonderful, wasthat of Caflius; who after he had 
bin defeated, & ioftthe day inthe battaile of Philippi, {lue himfelfe with that 
very fword,wherewith he had ftricken Czfar.. And of thofe which happe- 
ned in heauenthe great comet which appeared, was evident for feuennights 
continually after his death: and fhortly-after alfothe darkening of the light 
of the Sunne,, the which in fight of allthat army arofe alwaies pale; and 
neuer with his fparkling and {hyning brightnefle ; whereby his heate was 
alfovery feeble , annd weake; and the aire confequently all the yearelong 
very darke, and thickeby reafon of the imbecillitie of the heate which could 
not refolue, and clarifie it: which was the caufe that the fruictes on the 
earth remayned vnripe and vnperfed, perifhing beforethey were rypened, 
by reafon ofthe coldnes of the aire. But aboue all,the vifion which. appea- 
redto Brutus, fhewed euidently thattheflaughter was not acceptable to the 
Gods. Suetonius alfo witnefleth that at Capza.was found in the fepulcher 
of Capys a Tablet of braffe, fignifying the death of Iulius; themaner howe 
he fhouldedie, and be flaine: which fepulcher , and tablet had bin made a 
thoufand yeres before. The people forowed much for himafter his death; 
becaufe he was moft skilfulland experienced how to rule: and cauled his 
body tobe brought into the midft of the market: place; building a Temple 
for him neere vnto the place where hee was buried, and worlhipped him 
as a God. so ne peepee es 
~ OCTAVIAN hisnephew, and fucceflour, had fuch hap, that of a 
{imple Citizen, or Knight of Rome, hee obtained the Empire of the whole 
worlde; which heeruled about fiftie and fixe yeares; being whiles heeli- 
ued, and after his death honoured asa God: by confecrating of Temples 
vnto him, erecting of ftatues , and ordayning of Prieftes with great foun- 
dations to doe feruice there. Beforehe wasborne, it was foretoldeby lu- 
lius Marathus vnto the Senate and people of Rome , that nature {hortly 
would bring them forth a King. And P. Nigidius a very learned Aftrolo- 
ger and Philofopher, hauing knowen his natiuity, affirmed that there was 
4 Lorde of the worlde borne. Which Cicero forefawe in adreame; f{ee- 
ming vnto himthatthe children of the Senatours were called vntothe Ca, 
pitoll; becaufe Iupiter had appointed to fhewe which was he,that fhould 
one day bee head and’ Prince of Rome. And thar all the Romaines of a 
great defire which they had to know who he fhould be,were all come round 
about the Temple ; and that all the children were likewile attending there 
in their purple garments: vntill that fodainly the gates of the Temple were 


opened , and’ then the children arofe one after another, and pafled along 
Daa Paley QO 2 before 
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before theftatue of Iupiter ; who looked vpon them all fauing the young 
Czfar, co whom when he pafled before him,heereached out his hand, and 
faid, Ye Romaine Lordes, this child here is he,that fall make an end of your ci~ 
will warres when he commeth to beyour head, It is {aid that Cicero had this 
vilion while he flept ; andthat he imprinted firmely in his memory the forme 
of the childs countenance; butthatheknew him not: Andthaton themo- 
row he went of purpofeinto the field of Mars, whither,the yong folkewere 
wontto goeto play and {port themfelues ; where he found that the chil- 
dren hauing ended their exercifes, were retourning home-ward: and that 
amongeft them the firft which he perceiued, was he whom he had {een in his 
dreame, and heremembred his faulour well. Whereot being yet more afto- 
nifhed, heasked him whofe child he was; who aunfwered that he wasthe 
fonne of one O Gauian; aman not muchrenowmed, and of Adtia,the fifter 
of Tulius Cafer: which Iulius Cefar hauing no children made him by tefta- 
ment his heire, leauing himhis goods, and his houfe. It is told of him that 
foone after hebegan to {peake being not farre from the citie in a houfeof his 
fathers, where thefroggs did nothing but crie and trouble men with their 
noife, he commaundedthem to ceafe,and be ftill ; which they did,and neuer 
afterwards were heard in that place,He was a gentle,gracious, and ciuil per- 
fonage, proper, comely, and fairethroughout all his body: But efpecially 
his eyes;which fhined as faire ftarres when hee moued them. In{uch fort 
that they which looked on him,winked as at the fun-beames: And when 
a certaine Souldiour tourning away fromhis face,was asked why he did 
fo; hee aunfwered becaufe hee coulde not abide the fhyning of his eyes: 
and wee doe’ yet doubt that there bee from aboue certaine perfonages 
ordained torule and commaund ouer mankinde , and to do great, and ftrange 
maruailes. 
Burl VLIVS CESAR hauing ouercomehis Citizens,madehimfelfe 
thefirft Monarck ofthe Romain empire:to whom Auguttus fucceeded, who 
gouerned it moft happely afterhe was abfolute Lordethereof. In {uch fore 
that there is not found any time wherein it hath bin fo wealthy, and wellor- 
dered,and eftablithed in peace, and obedience as it was inhis time. And 
according tothe forme of gouernment, which he brought into the ftateof 
his houfe, thetraine of his Court, into the Senate,orcounfaile, the courfe 
of luftice, managing of his reuenewes,adminiftration of prouinees, enter- 
tainment of forces both by fea, and by land, thatEmpire long maintained it 
felfe, and profpered meruailoufly therewith. Being then in his greateft 
glorie , and power , hee held firft of all in the Brittaine Ocean manye 
partes, and on theother fide from the pillars of Hercules , all the Iflandes 
and Portes , peoples and Nations which are in this Sea , as farre as‘it 
is nauigable , on the one fide, and the other. Of which Nations the 
firft on the right hande, are Mauritanians bordering on the Sea ; like- 
wife the Countrey of Lybia , euen as farre as Carthage: After them 
hygher, and farther of the Numidians , and the Countrey of ae 
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and beyond:themall the reft of Lybiay which fttetcheth out-vntotheSyrtes: - 
togither with the City of Cyrene. TP ben arethe Marmarides, the. Ammoni- 
des, and thofe which hold the marufhof Marienna; & confequentlythe great 
citie of Alexandria; togither with all the whole countrey of Egypticuen to 
theeafterly Ethiopia: and going downe along the river of Nile by Pelufium 
vnto the fea: And after retourning along the banketheraof , the countrey of 
Sutia, Paleftina; and.yet higher,apart of Arabia, and the Phenicians; and 
fattheriato the landthe Cilifyrians bordering on the river Euphrates. Far2 
theron the fea, the Palmyrians amonegeft fandiexdelerts which are on:the 
faid riuer of Buphrates ; Artd yet farther the Cilicians neighbours tothe Sui 
rians; ‘and the Cappadecians with apart of Armenia, the lefler: Moreouer 
all the ‘nations dwelling neerthe fea Euxinus all alongthe coafty in regard 
of mediterranean,or ypland: countreys towards Armenia the great; the RO- 
mains culed not ouer them, neither impofed any tribute on them: but gaue 
and confirmed their kings,vnto them. Therehence comming trom Cappado- 
cia:& enento the Jonianfea is the great Cherfonefus, in thewhich areonthe 
right hand the prouinces, and nations of Pontus, and: Propontida,of Hellef= 
pont, andtheEgean fea: Onthelefthand,thefeaofPamphylia,andofEgypt. 
Andbeyond thofethePamphilians,Lycians,Phenicians, and Carians euen 
to Tonia; Moreouer the Galathians;Bythinians,Phrygians, andMyfians be- 
ing abouethe P ontick fea; and farther into the maine land;the Pyfidians and 
Lydians:al which nations were fubiectto the R omains. And pafsing syet far- 
ther by Hellefpont,they ruled ouer the Myfians dwellimg in Europe: andthe 
‘Phracianson the fea Euxinus. Neer vnto the countrey of Ionia, thereis. the 
gulfe of the Egean fea;and that of the Ionian;then the {ea of Cilicia, andthe 
‘Tyrrhen fea, reaching:euen tothe pillers of Hercules: within which reach, 
which is from Ionia, vntothe Ocean fea,thereare many nations and prouin- 
ces which were fubieCttothe R omains:that is to fay, the whole countrey of 
Greece; T heflaly, Macedony,and all the other quartersbelonging tothe pro-. 
uince of T hrace; the Hlyrians,P eonians, and theterritory of Italy; which is 
for themoft part eauironed withthe Ionian, &T yrrhene feas;and {treccheth 
it felfe by land vnto the cofitrey ofthe Gaules,hauimgon the onefidé the me- 
diterranean or midiand fea; onanotherthenorthern Ocean; and onthother - 
theriuerofR hene: and yet farder is ‘all the countrey-of Spaine,all along the’ 
Atlantick fea, euento the pillars of Hercules. Inregarde of thofe which are’ 
farther into land; they patled:not into that part of Africk which hath onthe 
one fidethe weft Ethiopia; & on thother the defert countrey of Lybia: which, , 
is nor-inhabited for the exceeding heate,and hath nothing butmonfters', and’ 
wild beafts, vnto the Baft Ethiopia.T hefe werethelimits of the R omain Em= 
pire onthe fide of Ethiopia,and of Africk. On thefideof Afia the rier Eu- 
phrates, the mountaine Caucafus, the beginning of Armenia the great , and 
the Cholches dwelting neer the fea Euxinus, & thereft of the Euxinefea. On 
thefide of Buropethe rivers of R heinesand of Danubius:wherof the one that 
is the Rheneentreth into the Ocean; the other into the Euxin fea? And not- 
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withftanding the Romainsalforuledouer fomenations dwelling aboue the 
Rhene;andouer the Gethes: which dwelled beyond Danubiuis; and -were 
- called Dacians. F ouchingtheIfles: alt thofe which are within the mediterra- 
nean. fea; whichare called Cyclades,Sporades, Hyades, Echinades, T yrrhe- 
nides; or others whatfoeuerthey are,about Lybia,lonia,Egypt,or elfwhere 
oathe fea,which the Greekseall the great Iflands;as Cypres,Candie;R hods, 
-(LesbossEuboe, Sicilia, Sardignia,Corfica;Matorca, Minorca; and all.other 
great or little were fubiect othe Empire of Rome: Andon the coaft of the 
northren{ea,they held vndertheir obedience,the greateft,and the beft partof 
thé Hs of Brimyne.on snnioili 2c mamas bits 2 tial god Joissi bie} 
Somany nations,& prouincesdidthey fabduevnto their obedience;by'or= 
der of dif¢ipline,good coun {ail ,ftrength, courage,vertue, pacience,and perfe- 
ueranceof the Italians;when they taughtto fight with thebelt military difci- 
pline inthe world; whichthey vied imrifng,incamping, marching, éfigh- 
ting, welarmed & ordered; refolute to overcome, orto,die. Efpecially the 
footmen;in which they had more confidéce,then in their horfemen;fotding 
their principal ftrength:onthen.T hen forthe maintenace oftheir Empire, & 
{atety;theyhad2oo00a.menordinatily intertained; xl.thoufand horfe,C@C,: 
Elephants apt for war,twothoufand Chariots turnifhed; and ouer and befids 
li j-hundred thoufandiharnelle of prouifion:which isfortheir force onland:) 

- Fouching that onthedeasthey had abouttwo thoufand fhips;a thoufand 
and fue hundred galleis; of fiue, and {1xe oares, with furniture according- 
ly; eight bundred great Veflels for pompe, and to cary their Emperours guil-’ 
ded, andxrichly wrought , both at thetorecaftle and fterne: an ineftimable 
quantity.of gold, and filuer imtreafure; having almoft.an infinitereuenew, 
confifting in yerelyrents, in cuftomes, and-fublidies; and in tributes which 
we call taxes, and tallages: whichtheyleuied, on fo many Countries, lands, 
and Seigniories. Of which reuenewitisnor pofsible to makeany certaine: 
eftimate, oraccount ; nomore then of other Empires and kingdomesabfo- 
lute: wherof thereuenewesinicreafe ordiminith , according to the difpofiti-: 

-onof their affaires ; and will of theSoueraigne Lords; impofing and taking 
away fubfidieat their pleafures. |: aa ails slyvaangbet 
Suchwastheexcellécy.ofthe Romainsinarms.T ouching that of Learning, 
C1 CERO without controuerfie deferueth tobe the firftnamed amongft 
them! whe giuing himfelfe to ymitation'of the Grecians; hath reprefented in. 
his writings the vehemency of Demofthenes, the abundance of Plato; and: 
good grace of Ifocrates: hee not onely gor:by ftudye that which was ex-. 
_ éelentiméecheof them; butof him felfe alfo hath produced many vertues, 

~ or rather-all., by the moft-happy felicitye of his immortall vnderftanding; 
borne by fome. guift.of the diuine prouidence, to the'endthat Eloquence; 
in him might (howe all her forces .i For who coulde teache more dily~ 
gently; or, mouemiore earneftly; who was euer more pleafant? ini {uch fore 
that one woulde thinke tharhe obtained that which he ihereateth by-force. 
And albeit by his vehémencie he tran{porteththe Judge, yet feemeth he 
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‘nottobe drawne himfelfe : burto followe of bis owneaccorde . Moreouer, 
ithere isfuch authority in whatfoeuer he faith, that it feemeth a fhameto gain: 
fayshim; not bringing with hinrthe diligence of am aduocate ; but the teftit 
amonie of a witnes jor ofa ludge: all chefe things notwithftanding flowing 
fromhim withourconftraint or jabour,;amongftthe which each of them ftri- 
Aling particularly; yet with great difficultie excelleth.each other And there 
:appeareth in his'{peaclva happie facilitie,2oodly to heare.Wherfore he was 
motwithout caurfeaccounted by tholeof his time toraigne in tudgementss 
~and hath gotten amoneft polteritie thename, notof aman: but of eloquence. 
Plinie giveth fuch teftimonie of himy:But what errour were it for me (faith 
che) to omit thee-M: Tullie, or what excellent praife thalt I give thee? but 

even that whichhath bin beftowed on thee; bythe'common voice, and vni- 
uerfall fuffrageofallthe people.of this nation: intaking out of all thy life; 
the works onely of thy Con{ulfhip? when you {pake,the Tribunesrefifed 
the Jaw Agrarie: that isto fay ,their foodeand fuftesance. When you per- 
f{waded;they pardoned R ofeius,the authour ofthelaw T heatral. When you 
peroredand pleaded;it was permitted vnto the children of banithed perfons 
tofeeke for honours,.and magiftracies  Catiline ftyeth from thy.wifdome; 
‘Thou haft proferibed-and banifhed Mark Anthony: T falutethee the firft 
thathath bin calledthe father of the Countries; thefrfl that hath deferuedin 
a gown, the triumph of the Crowne of lawrelh,by fpeaking well; parent of 
the Latine language,and elegancie:and (as Cefarthe Dictator was wont to 
fay of thee) hauing the prerogatiue of all triumphes : for afmuchasitis more 
tolhaueaduaunced the boundsofthe Romain learning ,then.oftheE mpire. 
-'Thefame Pliniewriteth thus ofMiV ARR OsThe flatve ofhimatone 
whiles helined,was placed by Afinius Polliojinthelibrarie, which he firft 
of alf others erected, of the fpoites gotten of the enemies ; which] ‘efteeme 
no leffe glorie, proceeding of a principal! Oratour and Civizen; inthat mul- 
titude of good witts that then was;,and giuing this crowne:to him alone: 
then when Pompey the great ;gaue himthe nauale Crowne, for hauing wet 
behaued himfelfe in the warre againftthe pirates, where he was his Liette> 
nant.'Cicero dedicating to him his firft Academick, faith: Thou haft decia= 
red theage of the Countrie,thedefcriptions of time;the rights of holythings; 
andof Priefts; thedifcipline of peace,and of warre ; the imuation of Coun- 
tties,and places ;the names ,'kinds, offices, and caufes of ail, botly diumeand 
humane affaires; bringing great light to our Poets, and generally to’ Latine 
words, and letters: and haft 1: many places begun Philofophieenough ta a- 
wakenmen , though littleto teach them. And in his fecond Philippick; Mz 
Vatro (faith he ) would that this place fhould be the houfe of his ftudies: 
what matters were ‘handeled therein ; ands what written? The rights of 
the people.of Rome ,the monuments of the aunceftours,: the:reafon and 
doétrine of all wifdome. And writing vnto him im his Epifties;he faith: 
I haue alwayes efteened you a great perfonage:,'efpecially thar in thefe 
iroubles are almoft yalone' in qiiet’5 and.recente the fruies: seat 
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whichare great; confidering! and treating of things, thevtilitieand:delea- 
tion whereof ought to be preferred before all the aCtions,; and pleafiresiof 
theis others: Surely Iaccount this abode 5, which you make at T ufeultimto 
be the true life; and wouldwillingly leaue all riches toallmen;thatit might 
be permitted me without any hinderance,to live after this maner. LaGtantitis 
dareth to, affirme, thattherewas netier any more learned amonoftthe Greeks . 
and Latins. S. Auguftine calleth him the tharpeft-of allmen,,and without 
doubt the moft learned» who hath read fo many things,thatit isa wonder he 
had any leafure to write of ought; and yethath written fo much , that ins: 
{carce credible , that anyone could read:it:all : for he wrote CCCEXG, 

_ books. Alfo,whohath more curiouflyfearched out thisthen Marcus Vatrds 
or more leatnedly found-it s or more atténtiuely confidered it ; or more fub- 
tilly diftinguithed it; or written more diligently and fully of it? who albeit he 
be not fo. fweete in fpeach ; aboundeth norwithftanding afwell in know- 
jedge ,andfentences; as. in alldoGrine, which wecall fecular; and they libe- 
rail: he\canafwell teach theftudious of things,as Cicerodelight the curious 
ofuwordsyiinsd co noiblins Say oniybemitheg fey bsiesig hasbeieiag 
-., Cicero, in his booke of the world, giueth fuchteftimonie of P. NIGE 
DIVS .-This petfonage was adorned with all liberall arts ;and a diligent 
fearcher of things which were hidden , and folded vp innature. And Tac- 
‘count thus of him , that after the noble Pythagorians, whofe difcipline-was 
in a maner extinct: hauing florifhed many yeares , in Italie and Sicilie ;He 
hath: renewvishies eveit cigs lostieeeot odisareed (esa 169m 

-The fame Cicero faith of SER VIVS:SVLPITIVS aLawier:his 
admirable,incredible,; and almoft ditineknowledge in expofitiomof the 

Jawes and! declaration-of right anid »equitie ;fhall not be forgotten: Ifiall 

thofe which ener inthis Citiehad vnderftanding of the Lawes, wereaffem- 

bled together inone place;yet were they not comparable to Seruius Sulpi+ 

tus: for he was not fo well feei in law,.asin Iuftice ; wherefore he referred 
alwaies to facilitie and equitic, the deeds proceeding oftheruleof right,and | ~ 
of the Civile Law: Arid didnot take fo much paines tofet downe the act 
ons and pleadings of caufes as totake away thedoubts of inatters and. diffis 
cultiesiof controvierfiess «13° homo lsbsdt shictv6 O58 16 sen Aa 
~ The fame Cicero of GALLVS AQVILIVS, an other Lawiersd 
fay one couldnot to much efteeme theauCthoritieoffuchaman ; whofe wifs 
doine the people of Rome hath knowen; in taking heed to himfelfe ; andnot 

_in decéauing of others. Who did neuer fever the reafonof Law fromEquis 

- tie; who fo many yeares liath readily imployed his wit, labour, and fidelitve 

forthe good of the people of Rome : who isfoiuft,andfo good, that he fee 

iethto'bea Lawier by nature,and norbydifcipline; fo learnedand prudent; 
that he feemeth to benot onelyanaturall knowledge; buvalfoa certaimgood> 
néffeofthecitiite Law: wholevnderftanding'is fo good, and fuch his fidelis 
tie; that whatfoeuer isdrawen from thence; is foundto be pureandcleere. © 

. Before this timerheLatine PoeMe wasnide, which wasthen ge 
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brought to perfection, efpecially by VER GIL; whom Quintilian witnef. 
feth, among all the Heroicke poets, both Greeks and Latins, to haue come 
neereft vnto Homer : in whom notwithftanding he acknowledgeth , that 
there was more of nature. Thefe arethemoft notable perfonagesthar flori- 
fhed then both inarmes, and learning. 

But IESVS CHRIST defaced all their excellencie,who inthe raign 
of Auguftus, difcending out of Heauen hereon earth, and clothing himfelfe 
with the fhape of a man, was borne of the Virgin, and came forth of her 
wombe, both vilible Man, and God inuilible; promifed by the Law,and the 
Prophets ;the mafter of trueth, and cleanter of Idolatrie; correCtour of ma- 
lice, andrenewer of our depraved nature :tothend ,toreftore fuch as belec- 
ued in himto their auncient puritie,and innocencie; corrupted by the forfai- 
ture of the firft man. He gaue fightto theblind; {peach to the dumbe;ftraight 
going tothe lame; healed incurable difeafes ; caft out euill {pirits ; fedd with 
hue loaues, andtwo fithes, fiue thoufand perfons ; turned water into wine ; 
went fafely on the waters, as on the land; commaunded the fea , the winds, 
andthe tempelts ; raifed the dead tolife; and liued himfelfe againe, after he 
had bin wrongfully crucified , and killed by the Iewes. By which miracles 
he thewed himfelfeto be the fonne of God: eftablifhing his Church and 
chriftian R eligion; in fteed ofthe Mofaical,and Pagan. Whichhathalreadie 
endured more then fifteene hundred yeares , and fhall neler haue end; hath 


palled alreadic to the Antipodes ; and hath bin manifefted to the Eaft and | 


Welt Indians; yea,euren amongft the fauages lately difcouered towards the 
South , which before were vnknowen to all antiquitie: and among the far- 
theft people of the North, by meanes of the Sueuians,and Mofcouites. In 
fomuch, that at thisday we may affirme, that his word hath bin heard in all 
parts of the habitable earth ; as he had ordained vnto his Difciples , enduing 
them with the grace of the holy Spirite , and power, to do miracles,as hehad 
done before , and with the gift of tongues; with petfeuerance, pacience, 
and conftancie, againft all torments and perfecutions. A thing indeed admi- 
rable ; andthe like whereof neuer hapned to any King, Law-maker, or Phi- 
lofopher , Grecian , or Barbarian: who contented themfelues to fet downe, 
and caufe to be receiued in their countrie,, and language, the inftitutions 
and Lawes , which they efteemed good and profitable. But Jefus Chrift, 
not as a mortall man ; feruing himfelfe with poore fifhermen for his Dif- 
ciples: (whom he would haue from that time forward to bee fifhers of 
men) hath manifefted his Gofpell by themthorough out the whole world; 
and before all people : inioyning them to fhew from him , the true way 
of faluation; and of beleeuing in G OD the Creatour of all thinges . Such 
was the progrefle and aduauncement , which they made in their mini- 
fterie ; that ina little time they induced the Nations by their preaching, 
toleauetheir auncient idolatries , and to receiue Chriftas GOD: they 
citablithed fchooles , and auditories of the Chriftian doctrine : and then 
were Temples buylt tothe Apoftles , and Martyrs , in the moft famous 

| Cities 


THE Sd X©TH'BiOGKE 


Cities of the world;at Rome,Alexandria,and Antioche;thorough out Egipr, 
and Lybia, Europe,and Afia. Beginning then whenthe R omain power was 
come to his foueraign greatnes and glorie ,vnder Auguftus the peaceable 
ruler of innumerable Nations; when the kingdom of Egipt was extingui- 
fhed , which had endured almoft time out of mind; and the nation of the 
Tewes, brought vnder bondageand fubdued ; andthe Lordthips of theSyri- 
ans, Cappadocians, Macedonians, Bythinians,Grecians, Illyrians, Africans, 
Spaniards,and Gaules,were vnder the R omaine Seigniorie : which we muft 
think did fo fall out,by the diuine prouidence of God,to the ead to make the 
farrie worke the more ealie; which otherwife muft needes haue bin vérie 
difficult: if all thefe Nations hadremained in diuifion and difcord. But by 
meanes of the vnion of them vnder onegreat Monarchie, they accomplifhed 
withlelle feare and danger their propofed enterprife: God preparing them 
their way,and brideling the harts of the fuperftitious , by the terrour of that 
moftmightie Empire. Cornelius Tacitus writeth,that fuch had bin the per- 
fwafion of men, thar it was contained in theauncient learning of the Priefts, 
that about this timethe Eaft fhould preuaile; and that fich as came out of 
Tewrie fhould raigne: which was verified in. the fpirituall raigne of Iefus 
Chrift; whofe Ghofpell,do€trine,and religion; hath bin preached thorough. 
out the world. fit GS 
God then feeing malice infinitely increafed, and the worfhipping of falfe 
Gods difperfed thoreughrall the whole world: in fuch fort , that his name 
was alreadie almoft out of the memorie of men; and that the Iewes them- 
felues (to whom onely his diuine myfterieshad bin reuealed |, and promifes: 
made of his holy alliance) ginenouer to vaine fuperftitions ; hauing left the’ 
true Religion ; whereunto they refufedto returne, being reprehended jand 
admonifhed by the Prophets : at this time ordained for the redemption; he: 
_fent his fonne., the Prince of the Angells vnto men, tothendto diuert them’ 
from wicked andwaine worfhips; andto inducethem to know, andto reue-: 
rencethe true God; bringing back their foules from folie vnto wifdom,from 
iniquitie to iuftice, and from impietieto a right beleefe. Such and fonotable: 
at this time wasthe mutation both in gouernment,and in Religion. #0: 
_BV-T asthe R omains wereclimed tothetop of humane power and wits 
dome; by labour & induftrie: fo werethey ftraightwaies corrupted by riches; 
and ouermuchibertie ; degenerating from theformer invegritie, prowelle;: 
learning), and eloquence: Whereof I can not render any better reafon them 
by theirewnie authours;men of good credit,and aucthoritie. T othend (faith: 
Seneca ) that ye may vnderftand , how much the witts of men do euery day: 
decay; and by [know not what iniquitie of nature,and procliuitie vnto vice, 
eloquence is gon backe : All whatfocuerthe Romain eloquence hath to op- 
pole vatoproud Greece, it florifhed inthetime of Cicero ; All nha wits: 
whichbrought any light vnto our ftudies., wereborne then’. Sit ence’ that’ 
time it/hath alwaies impaired} either by the loofenes of the time , which is 
moft pernitious vnto good wits ; ortharthereward which was propofed es 
= : 0 


OF THE VARIETY OF THINGS, 58 


fo goodly athing being loft, allthe trauaileand paines hath bin beftowed on 
difhoneft exerciles ; or els by fome deftinie, whofe enuious law is perpetual 
ouer all things ; fo that being cometothe higheft,they returnetothe loweft; 
fafterthen they wentvp.The good wits of flouthfull-youth doe languith, 


and do not applie themfelues to any honeft exercife. Slouth , and negli-. 


Aeeetnee dexteritie in things thatare pernitious (whichis worfethen either 
fleepe or negligence) haue pofleffed their mindes. The delight of finging 
and dauncing holdeththe effeminate , and of drefsing their haire, and fitting 
their {peach vnto womanith daliances; and éxceeding of women in corporal 
delicacies , and tricking themfelues with vncleane cleanlynes : which is the 
brauerie ofour youth. Whoisthere among the yong folkes ingenious,or flu- 
dious enough, orrather man enough? Being foftned andieffeminated ; they 
remaine of nece(sitie as whenthey were firft borne ; corrupting thechaftitie 
of others, and negligent of their owne. The Godswill not tuffer fo much 
euill ,as that eloquence fhould cometo fuch people : which I would neuer 
fo much admire ; if fhe did not make choife of the minds on which the be- 
ftowed her felfe. Cornelius Tacitus writing of famous Oratours faith: Tell 
methecaufe why we aré fofarre from the former eloquence: fince it isbut 
fix {core yeares fromthe death of Cicero to this prefent. And a little after ; 
who knoweth northat eloquence , and the other arts are fallen from their 
auncient glorie’, not for want of men ; but by the flouthfulnes of youth, 
and négligence of parents , and ignorance of teachers, and forgetfulnes of 
the auncient cuftomes. Which euils being firft begun inthe Citie; haue 
bin eftfoones difperfed thorough Italie : and all the prouinces. The elo- 
quent men of this time commit foule , and fhamefull faults in euery woord 
of their ordinarie {peach fhutting vp eloquence into little fence, and {mal 
fentences , as if fhe were banifhed from her kingdome: Whereas in times 
paft, being richly deckt with all arts, fhe filled the breafts ; now being clipr; 
and-curtailed,; fhe rémaineth without ornament, without honour ; and as 
if the were without ingenuitie,and is learned but as fome bale difcipline. 
This we accountto be thechiefe, and principall caufe, why we are fo. far 
gon backe fromeloquence.: Andthe fameauthour againein the xvij. of his 
Annales faith: Before, the affaires of the people of Rome , were written 
with like eloquence, & libertie; but fithence the battaile of ACttum that the 
benefit of peacé required all things to bereduced vnder the power of one; 
then ceafed thefe great witts , and the trueth was vtterly loft: firft by igno- 
rance of the ftateofthe common wealth, which was ftrange vntothem;then 
by flatterie or hatred of thofe that ruled . Plinie in his fecond booke; I mer- 
udile (faith he) that the world difagreeing , and being diuided into king- 


doms , that is to fay , into parts, fo many perfons haue a eied themfclues — 


to fearch out things which are fo difficult to find: In fuch fort, that at: this 
day euery one in his countrie knowerh fome thinges more truely by the 
bookes of fuch as were neuer there, then by aduertifement of the origi+ 
naries. And now that we inioy fo happie a peace, and haue an saad aan 

° that 
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that taketh fo great pleafure inthe fciences, and innew inuentions ;menare 
fo far off from inuenting any new thing, that they {carcelearnethe inuenti- 
ons of the auncients. Ticdewatds were not then beftowed in greater abun- 
dance by thegreatnes of fortune ; and yet more men imployedthemfelues in 
- fearching out of thelethings , not expecting any other reward thento help 
their pofterie: Butmens maners are waxen old, and notthe rewards. And the 
{ea being open on all fides yand fafe Roe all coafts,many do nauigate; 
but it isto gaine’, andnottolearne: whilesthe mind being blinded,andalto- 
gether giuen ouerto auarice, doth not confider that it may more furely and 
lately be doneby learning . T he fame Authour faith in his thirteenth booke; 
As the world is communicated by the maieftie ofthe R omaineEmpire; who 
would northink the life of man accomodated by the intercourfe of things; 
anid bythe focietie of a happie peace? And yet notwithftanding , there are 
found but few which know that which the auncients haue left ; Somuch 
the greater was their ftudie,and their induftrie more fertile. About a thoufand 
yeares patt, fhortly onthe beginning of Letters; Hefiodus gaue precepts vnto 
husbandmen; who hath bin followed of many, which hath increafed huf- 
bandrie amongftws: for afmuchas it isgood to confider,not onely that which 
hath bin fithence inuented ; but alfo that which the auncients inuented be- 
fore ;the memorie whereof is loft by our fluggifhnes : whereof we can al- 
leage no other catifes,then thofethat are publick of the whole world. Sure- 
lie, other cuftomes are come in fithence; and mens witts are bufied about 
other exercifes: They are onely given to queftuarie, and gainfull arts . Be- 
fore, theEmpires of nations were thut vp in themfelues, and therefore were 
they conftrained by the necefsitie of fortune, to exercifethe gifts ofthe mind. 
Innumerable Kings were honoured by the Arts ; and preuailed by them, 
thinking by them to obtaine , aide, and immortalitie: wherefore both the 
rewards and works abounded. The inlargment of the world,and plentie of 
things, hath bin hurtfull to pofteritie. Sithence the Senatour began to Be 
chofen by hisrettenew ; the Iudgeto be made bythe reuenew’; and thatno- 
thing hath fo much commended the Magiftrate and Caprain,as his reuenew: 
Since that corrupting bribes were authorized, & the purchafe of offices be- 
came very gainful; & thatthe onlypleafure was in poflefsing much:the prifes 
of life are vanithed; andthe arts called liberall, of the great benefit of libertie 
haue fallen outtothe contrarie :and men hauebegunto profit onely by ferui- 
tude, and flauerie ; fome worthipping of it in one fort, and fomein an other: 
yet all notwithftanding, afpiring to the fame hope of profiting . The chiefeft 
haue rather refpected the vices of an other, then their ownevertues.Wher- 
fore pleafure hath begun to liue ;and life is perifhed. And the fame in his 
xxv. booke ; I cannot fufficiently admire the diligence of the auncients, who 
haue left nothing vnfearched ,and vnexperimented ; not retayning to them- 
felues,that which they knew to be profitableto pofteritie : on the comttarie, 
‘we indeuourtohide,and to fupprefletheir labours; & to depriue thofegood 
things of life, which are gotten by others. So certainly dothey hide — 
rote) ae Now 
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know any thing ; being enuious.of others: And teaching it ynto none jd; 
think thereby to authorize theirknowledge, So fararethele maners fromin~ 
uentingany new thing, wherwith to behelpfil tolife: the chiefet and fous’ 

raine labour of good wits being come vnto this;'to referueto themfelues the’ 
“deeds of others , andtolet them podfi.."s!désttnbe eave so:54 a Ho oft 
_ Which is notto fay, that there haue‘not bin fithence any learned, and elo= 
quent men : but thatthey are much differing from the formerin proprictic,: 
poikistnsiitis: and elegancie of {peach not comparable to thetn in vnder= 
tanding, iudgement,and knowledge. As in Italie; Seneca called bythe Em» 
perour Claudius, fand without lyme, anda befome vnbound: T he two Phi- 
nies ;the Vnkle accounted themoft learned of histime ;and the’ Nephew:a 
famous Oratour ; who weremenof. great credit,and authoritie. Tacitusand: 
Suetonius Historiographers. Lucan, Perlius, Sylius Italicus (who was Cone 
ful thelaft yeare of Nero ) Statius:Iuuenal, arid Martial, Pers: Cornelite 
Celfus ,exercifed in allfciences, QuinGtiliana Rhetorician. Aulus Gelliuss 
Lulius Hyginus an 4frologer. Polemon,and S Caurus, Grammarians. Abur~ 
nius Valens; Tufcianus, V indius, Verus, Vipius, Marcellus, Arriamus, Terx: 
tullianus, Saluius lulianus, L. Volufius, Mecianus, Papinianus; and his au» 
ditours ; Vulpianus ; Tarnucius ,Paternus , Macer ; Terentius,Clementitrs;! 
Menander, Arcadius, Roufinus, Papyrius, Fronto; Anthius, Maximus,Here 
mogenianus, A fricanus,Florentinus, Triphonius, [uftus, Calliftrarus, Vent 
leius; Celfus, Alphenus,Sabinus, Aulius Gordiantis, T riphonius,Proculus;) 
Modeftinus;Pomponius,, and Africanus, all excellent Lawiers.' | volbad 
In GREECE, ASIA, and ALEXANDRIA of EGIP T,Piud 
tarch,and hisnephew Sextus, Mufonius, Apollonius T yanzus,& of CHALE 
CEDONIA, Lucian;Galen the physician, EpiCtettis the stoick', Fauiorinusy. 
Arrianus;Herodianus,and lofephus,\Hi/foriographerss Appiana poet. Tulitis 
Pollux, and Harpocration , Grammarians, Herodes Atticus , and Apolonius 
Rhetoricians. Alexander Aphrodifeusa Peripatetick, which madethe firft Com’ 
mentaries on Ariftotle; who beforewas morepraifed,then vnderftood of the 
learned : Out of wholefchoole came Themiftius, Ammonius ; Simplicius} 
Philoponus,and Olympiodorus, all Commentatours on Ariftotle:Abourthé 
fame time the atathematickes arofe vnto their foueraigne excellencie; bythe 
induftrie of Claudius Prolomeus a Mathematician of incomparable know- 
ledge; andthe beft that euer was ini this profefsion, who hath furpafledalt: 
the auricient Egiptians , Ghaldeans, Perfians, and Grecians sand hath nor: 
had his like fithénce: hauing expounded more diligently then any other, the 
whole difcription of heauen, of the earth, and of the fea , correcting the ers 
rours of the former, and their inftruments ; and declared the whole , With 


veric likely arguments, and euident demonftrations: > f 1 si 
~ 'TheRomains for atime were verie good,bothin peaceand in watre,mo- 
deft, iuft, and valiant: efpecially after the warres which they had againft the 
Tarentines,and the king Pyrrhus, vntill the third Punick wartesT here was 
not then amongft themany diffention of the Nobles, or commotioriof the 
Siro ogceda ai) Py iW “people, 
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cialities,and factions; by occafion wherof they caried armes & weapons into 
thetemples,& publik a(femblies:killine fometime the Tribunes;fomtimethe 
Gonfuls,and other principal! perfons sche city. Wherhence ther arofedifho- 
neft quarrels & without order: & therhence followed the contempt of lawes 
and of iudgments. And reenforcing theeuil day by day,they began to plot ma- 
nifeft enterprifes againft the c6mon wealth:& to bring the great armies force- 
ably intothecomon wealth, which were gathered of fugitine,& condemned 
petfons.Andalthough by their faying, they did it butagainft their aduerfaries; 
neuertheles,in very trueth it was againft the c6mon wealth: becaufe they in- 
uaded thecityas enemi¢s,& cruelly killed fuch as they met;or perfecuted thé 
with banifhméts,& abominable profcripti6s,not omitting any deteftable deed: 
Which feditions began bythe two Gracches, Saturnin,and Drufus furious 
Tribunes:then were divers timesrenewed between Syllaand Marius; Pom- 
peyand Cefar; and contintied by Mark Antonie, O €auian,and Lepidus ,a- 
gaintt Cafsius;and Brutus : and finally being raifed againebetweene:M. An- 
roitieand O€tauian , who were brothers in law , caufed the changeof the 
eos common 
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common wealth into.a, Monarchie; the ftouteft amongftthe R omains being 
either flaine in battailes , or by profcriptions.:and the others , being wearied 
withthe ciuile warres,and greeued with the gouernment of the Senate, and 
of the people ; thorough the diflention of the Lords, and auarice of the Ma- 
gaa Foras this agenourifhed moft excellent perfons in ali vertue ,and 

nowledge: fodid it alfo bring forth more viciousthen any time before; and 
authours of execrable mifchiefes. 


of Afja but onely aninfinite defire of ari ingreatnes ; feeming only. 
di 
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being once Conful indeed, hauing taken away by force the fix other Con- 
fulfhips , when he defeated the Theutons, and the Cymbrians; and when 
he purfued Iugurtha, thorough the deferts of Africa ; did aduenture thefe 
dangers bythe inftinét of vertue? Thefe men mouing all things , were alfo 
moued themfelues ; after the maner of whirle-winds , which carrie away 
what{oeuer they catch : andthereby become more impetuous,and can not be 
ftil. H auing then bin mifchieuous vnto many,they finally feele in themfelues 
their pernicious mifchiefe ; whereby they haue bin hurtful vnto many. The 
fame Seneca; It isall one(faith he) whether Cato ouercome,or be overcome 
in the battaile of Pharfalia. T he good being in him which could not be van- 
quifhed when his partie was ouercome, was equal! withthe good which he 
{hould haue caried victorious into his Countrie;& haue pacified the affairs. 
Wherefore fhould itnotbe equall? {éeing thar by the fame vertue euill for- 
tune is ouercome, and good fortune well ordered. The vertue can not be 
greater nor leffer; Itis alwaies after one fort. But Pompey thal lofehis armie; 
but the honeftpretence of the common wealth, and the Senate , with the 
chiefeft Lords of Rome, following the part of Pompey, being placed inthe 
firft rank of the battaile, (hall be ouerthrowen in one onely battaile;and the 
ruines of fo great an Empire fhall’be difperfed ouer all the world :one part 
thall fall into Egipt ,an other into Africk , another into Spaine. This mife- 
- rablecommon wealth can not all fall at one time; Letthemdo alltheycan. 
The knowledge of the places doth not help the king Tuba in hiskingdom; 
nor the obftinate vertue of his fubieCts: arid the fidelitie of the Vticians be» 
ing broken with {fo many euils faileth, And fhould Scipio be abandoned in 
Africk,of the fortune ofhis ‘name? It was already prouidedthatCato frould 
receiuchoharme: And yet he was ouercome. Certainly the calamities were’ 
. verie great in that conuierlion of the world’ and-there were ftrange aduerfi- 
tiesmingled withthe profperities : There was neither Countrie,Citie, Lord- 
thip, or perfonage any whit renowmed’s but endured much. The ruine of 
Carthage firft prefentettrit felfe, which Citie feuen hundred yeares after it 
was founded, had bin fo flourifhing ,and excellent in allthings ; had borne 
rule ouer fo many feas,and lands, and Iflandsjand fhips; andfo much riches; 
and fomany-arthes jas none ‘more :and‘had courage more then any other? 
Fourteene yeares after,the Numantines being belieged by Scipio AEmilian, 
feeing thavfor want of vidtuals they were not able any longer to endure the’ 
fiege; themfelues burned their Citie of Numantia ; and killed themfelues, 
part by the fword; part by fire;& part by poifon.Ciceronameth Carthage and 
Numantiathetwo aftonifhments of the people of Rome. Shal I tel how Sy- 
racufa was foiled ; Corinth rafed Antioch, and Hierufalem taken; Athens 
belieged atid facked; Marfeilles borne intriumph? how Rome faw her Senate® 
flying; Schertreafurestaken away ? Alexandria found Cefar fighting inher; ' 
and her king the yong Prolomey dead? how Thebes in Egipt was deftroieds 
Thirteen townsin Peloponefus fwalowed vp with an earthquak, wherwith’ ” 
Caria & Rhodes alfo were fhaken?How ther cameextraordinary gan 
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of the fea; of riuers and of raines ; of tempeftuous winds? Monfters hideous 
in all nature, fignes inthe aire, comets, eclipfes of the fun, and of themoone. 
and other horriblethings in the celeftiall motions : whereof enfued famins, 
plagues, and other difea es,which were before vnknowen. Cicero writeth, 
that there appeared then,not onely fierie imprefsions by night inthe heauen, 
flathes of of lightning , and tremblings of the earth: but moreouer, that the 
thunder fell onthe high towers of the Temples; many Images of the Gods 
were remoued out of theirplaces ;! many ftatues of famous men throwen 
downe;the tables of brafle, wherein the Lawes were ingrauen,were melted. 
The Image alfo of Romulusthe founder of Rome, (who was made as he 
were fucking , and waiting attheteats of the wolfe ) ftriken with thunder . 
Shall I tell of fower-fcorethoufand Romains , and their allies , defeated by 
the Cymbrians ; and a hundred fortie thoufand Cymbrians flaine by the Rc« 
mains ? thearmies of the Heluetians,and Germains ouerthrowen?thebond- 
men vp in armes, and allies mutining ? Andnot onely the good townes,, and 
mightie armiesdid fuffer , but alfo the rich feignories ; and noble kingdomes 
were diftroied: the freenations either trauailed with warres,or were brought 
vader fubiection. Asthe Spanith , French, Britifh, Germain, Pannonian, 
Iilyrian, Armenian ,and Thracian, Italie it felfe, after ithad about fome fue 
hundred yeares valiantly defended itfelfe, was in the end fubdued . More- 
ouer ,there were fcarce any famous men , either in armes or Jearning , but 
either receiued notable iniuries ; or fuffered violent death . Scipio Afticanus 
being returned out of the Senate, was found the next day ftifled in his bed: 
which was thought to haue bin done by his neereft kinred. Hannibal being 
driuen out of Italie, and banithed Africa ; poifoned himfelfe in the Court of 
king Prufias. The king Mithridates being befieged by his fonne Pharnaces, 
flew himfelfe; and Pharnaces was in amoment ouercome by Cefar.: Antio= 
cehusthe great was depriued of the greateft part of Afia, whereof he thanked 
the Romains. Andthe king Prufiascald himfelfetheir flaue. Perfeus the laft 
king of Macedonia was ouercome, led intriumphe , and died in captiuitie; 
and one of his fonnes was the fcribe of the magiftrates. Tigranes king of Ar- 
menia, proftrated himfelfe before Pompey, andasking pardon, he lifted him 
vp and putthe Diademe on his head, which he had throwen downe. Prole- 
mey king of Cypres, threw himfelfe head-long into the fea; knowing that 
by the inftance of Clodius the Tribune, Cato was fent thither to carie away 
his treafures . Syphax, Jugurtha, and Iuba , being great kings in Africke, 
ended ynhappely. . aye Te OTS? 

Sertorius was {laine by treafon; Marius flying from R ome in extremedan- 
ger of his life, hid himfelfe inthe marith about Minturnes,and wentto fea in 
a {quiffe without victuals, to the fortune of the windes , and the waues: 
afterwards being returned , he died , being three {core and ten yeares olde, 
and almoft mad. His fonne flew -himfelfe at Prenefte . Syliadied eaten with 
wormies,and lyce. Craflus being ouercorie beyond Euphrates by the Parthi- 
ans, was flaine as he parlied on fafeguard . Pompey was beheaded in the 
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fhoré of Alexandria. Cefar murdred in the fenate-houife: Cato, Brutus, Caf- 
fius, & Antonius,were flain bytheir owne hands. Cleopatrathe laft Queene 
of Alexandria, was {tong to death with an Afpe . Cicerotwice banifhed,and 
his head, and hand cut off, with which he had written his Philippicks.Mark 
Varro profcribed. Nigidius exiled. Somany horrible: things came to pafle 
at that time, that the verie remembrance of them ftriketh feare and horrour 
into me. Byers: | 


THE FALL OF THE POWER, 
Learning and Eloquence of the Romaines. 


HE Romaines then (which for a time had meruailoufly profited) lining 
in libertie, after that by the factions, into whichthey were fallen, they 
were brought into feruitude vnder therule ofone Monarch;they waxed 
worle and worle ; by little and little decreafing the exercife of Armes, and 
ftudies of learning. And howbeit by thevertue of fome good Princes, the - 
Empire feemed in fome fortto rife againe; yet was it the more brought low, 
and afflicted afterwards by the loofnes of others :the honour and 'venera- 
bleexcellencie of this foueraine dignitie, being transferred fromthe aunci- 
ent families of Rome , to ftrangers of all nations : yea ,euen tocertaine bafe 
and vicious perfons ; who cameto it by force, and by corruption :of whom 
the moft part were flaine by the greedie fouldiers which had createdthem; 
and others were ouerthrowen by themfelues. Which diforders continued 
till fuchtime, as the Empire fatally approchingto his end; was abandoned 
fora pray tothe barbarous Nations. For,thefeEmperouirs vnaduifedly think- 
ing to fortifie themfelues by the mercenarie and auxiliariearmes of ftrangers, 
whom they fent for to their fuccour and feruice ; weakning the proper and 
natural! forces of the Empire , which their aunceftours had vfed in the get= 
ting of it: they drew, ere they were ware of it ,many of the Northren nati- 
ons into the countries,lands,and feigniories of their obedience. Moreouer; 
by tranfporting the principal forces, and riches , from Rome to Bizantium, 
ditiding ofthe Empire intothe Eaftand Weft; they weakned much. In fuch 
fort, thatthe Weft was firft diftroied,and then at length alfo the Eaft; which 
remayning vnited, might hauclong, and almoft perpetually refifted all inuafi- 
ons: Then wasloftthe puritie and elegancie of the Latine tongue; the Ita- 
lians feauing to {peak Latin. :and in likemaner thedifciplines written therin 
cameto contempt,and ignorance; and all liberall and Mechanicallarts were 
corrupted :as is cafie to iudge bythe workes of thistime, yet remayning of 
diuers forts. And although in this mingling, there fell out great things, and 
ftrange meruailes ; yet met they not with men to gather them diligently, and 
to writethem worthely : but they whole remained either buried in the 
darkneffe ofignorance, or wrapped vp in confufion ; or depraued by barba= 
rifme, which endured in Europeabout athoufand yeares. 9 w 
- But howbeit, that common weales hauetheir naturall conuerfions ; fatall 
o Tn 7 periods, 
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-periods,and prefixed times of continuance: It’feemeth notwithftanding that 
the chiefe caufeof the ruine of the Romain Empire, oughtto be attributed 
to CONST ANT INE furnamed the great; whotranfported the feate 
thereof out of Italy, where it was begon ; and growen vp; chaunged the 
-fourme of gouernement,in which it had bin maintained fithence Auguftus 
‘time; caflerd the Pretorian fouldiours; made the fees hereditary,which the 
men of armes before pofleffed onely for atime, or during their life at moft; 
created newe Magiftrates; and ordained newe Lawes, altering in a littletime 
all the aunciént forme of gouernement. For,Dioclefian being dead, Maxi- 
mian, Maxencius, and Licinius flaine (who had bin all Emperours at the 
fame time with Conftantius aflociated bythem)when this CONST AN- 
T INE (thefonneofthis Conftancius, and his fucceflour in the Empire) 
fawe himfelfe alone peaceable Monarch, hebethought him for the perpe- 
-tuating ofhis memory , and celebrating of it the more, to build vpon the 
ftraight ofthe fea, and the fartheft part of Europe next vnto Afia,in the place 
where Byzantium ftood before,a great citie equall inall things vnto Rome; 
whichhe beautified with the fame priuileges, liberties, dignities and honors: 
Tothe endthat bythe force thereof the Empire toward the Eaft might bee 
vpheld againft the P erfians; whofe power at thattime was great, and terrri- 
ble; asinthe weft it was maintained againft the Germains by themeanes of 
auncient Romie, He would that thefetwocities fhouldbe reputedas one; 
and that thé citizens of thoneas of the other, fhould in like maner be chofen 
Confuls ; of whomthone fhould be refident here; andthather there.He or- 
dained that there fhould be foure prefectures of the prétorie, or Courts of 
fouieraigne authority , next vnto the imperiall; by which all the affaires of 
the Empire fhould be ordered: two for the weft, of Italy,and of Fraunce;two 
for the Eaft, of Hyrian,and ofthe Orient. And in liew of the fifteene legions 
ordained by Augufttis,and intertained by his fucceflours for defence of the 
Empire onthe Rivers of the Rhene, and of Danubmus; he there builtcer- 
tain¢ Caftles, and Fortrefles, putting inthem but Weake garrifons: yetthink- 
ing neuertheleffe tliat they woulde bee ftrong enough to ftop the courfes 
of the Northren nations ; which he tooketo bealtogither ouercome by the 
great victories which hehad obtained ouerthem.Wherin héwas greatly de- 
eciued; for as much as thefe barbarous people feeing the fronticts of the Em- 
pire weake, and euill garded, ftayed not long from winning them; entering 
into the prouinces of the Empire , which they overran and inuaded mi- 
ferably: namely the Oftrogoths , and Lombardes of Italie; the Vifigothis, 
Aquitaine and Spaine, the Frenchmen, and Burguignons, the countrey of 
Gaules; the Vandales, Bethicke, and Africke: Finally Rome, which was 
called before the head and light of the worlde, and fubduet of countries, 
was befieged, taken, fpoyled , and deftroyed many times. Which euils 
(according to the faying of Ezechiel ) came out of the North ; which 
hath alwaies bin fo fertile, of men, that not onely it hath filled with inha- 
birantes the waft wildereffes and hugeForeftes of that quarter ; shai 
ate atk 
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hath accuftomed to caft out innumerable people; which hauepoffeffed A- 

fia,and Europe, ouerthrowing the auncient eftatesto eftablifhnew. __ 
ButI retourne tothe Empire which THE ODOSIV Sthe firft of that 
name held Jaft entierly both inthe Eaft and Weft; & afterwards deuided it be- 
tween histwofonnssHONORIVS,and ARCADIV S: vnder whom 
began the forefaid afflictions, by the difloyalty and blinded ambition of R.uf- 
finus, and Stilicon their gouernours. THEODOSTIVS the fecond, fon 
of Arcadius, was thelaft that may truely be called Emperour of the weft,vn- 
till Charlemaigne. Whiles Martian, and. Valentinian raigned, GE NSE- 
~RICVS the Vandale who had intelligence with AT T ILA king of the 
Hunnes,made him come out ofP annonia into Gaulewith fiue hundred thou- 
fand men ; wherehe was fought with by the Romains,Goths,and French- 
men. Itis notredthatthere were euer two greater armies any whereoppo- 
fed one againftthe other, nor which fought more obftinately ; in fuch fort 
thatthere wereflainea hundred and fourefcore thoufand; and amongefto- 
thers Theodorick king ofthe Gothes. AT TILA being retourned into 
Pannonia after this ouerthrow, leuied anew armie;and came furioufly into 
Traly, wherehe forced, facked, andburned Aquileiayand many other pla- 
ces,And as he purpofed to goe to Rome the PopeLeo the firft of that name 
came vntohim, and did fo much by his intreatie that he not onely changed 
_ his purpofe of going to Rome, buralfo leauing Italy heretourned into his 
owne countrey. Hewas a fatall Tyrant vnto Europe, andbecame ina little 
time very mighty ; calling himfelfe arrogantly the {courge of God: but his 

power waseftfoones loft by the difcord of his children. 

Onthe other fideGENSERICVS, king ofthe Vandales went out of 
Spaineinto Africk, where hemadenolefle waftthen Attilahaddone inEu- 
rope: he tooke Carthage,and Hippona, of whence Saint Auguftine was Bi- 

fhop, who dyed there during the fiege,lamenting the ruineof the Empire; 
and diftruction of the Churches. Therhence he failed into Italy witha migh- 
ti¢army,and went vnto R ome, which hetooke,and {poiled: And being won 
bythe praiersof Pope Leo(who before had appeafed Attila)he did not pur __ 
it to fireand{word. Whereby it appeareth that the Empire toward the weft 
was very weake: which many Emperours of {mall renowmne held one after 
another; who difpatched one another bytreafons,and fecrete practifes, with- 
outremaining long. Amongeft whomthere was acertaine AV GV ST V-_ 
LY S,who voluntarily quitted the Empire; andleda priuatelife. Hisname_ 
feemeth to hauebin fatall, becaufe that the Empire which began at AV- 
GVSTV Sendedinhim at Rome. . " SRERIEEHS 

Atthefametine ODOACER RVGIAN went witha great army 
of Heraloisinto Italy, whereheobtainedthe gouernment. Againft-whome 
ZEN ON the Emperour: fent Theodorick king of the Oftrogoths, who o~ 
uercame him in two battailes; and inthe end flew him,remaining Mafter of 
Italy: which heand his fuccelfours enioyed: about threefcore yeres, where- 
hencethe Emperor VST INIA N thruftthem ourentierly by ae 
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were Clement of Alexandria, luftin Martyr, Ariftides,and Athenagoras:there 
florifhed moreouer Appian and Dydimus,Grammarians; Libaniusa sophiffer. 
Plotinus Iamblichus, Maximus, Porphyrius,and Proclus.Philofophers.Oriba- 
fius,Paulus Egineta,& Etius rhyficians: Procopius, Agathias,Philoftratus H7- 
frorians. The LAT INS were Cypria,T ertullian, Arhobius, LaQantius,Hila- 
rius, Ambrofe,Hierome, Ruffin, Auguftin,& many other Theologians: Aufoni- 
us, Claudianus, Iuuencius,and Prudencius roers. Sertinis Donatus, Prifcia- 
nus,and Diomedes Grammarians V iCtorinus a Rhetorician:S extus, Rufus, An- 
telius; Victor, Trebellius Pollio, Quintus Curtius, Vopifcus, Lampridius, 
Spartianus, Capitolinus, Idacius,Eutropius, Ammianus Marcellinus, Paulus 
Orofius,Profper Aquitanicus, Caffiodorus, Sidonius Apollinarius, Iornan- 
dus,Paulus Diaconus, Methodius,Gregorie of Tours, Antony the Monke 
Hiftoriographers, & V egetius who hath writté oftheart Avihrarie. T ribonian 


a Lamier bythe comandement of hiftinian,gathered the writings ofthe anci-, 


ent Lawiers calledthe pazdedts, which onlyremain with vs of antiquity. After- 
wards hedidthelikebythe edicts & ordinaces of the Emperors, c6prifed be- 
fore iniij.volumesjnamly the Gregorian, Hermogenian,c> Theodofian,& eathe- 
red them into one volume, calledthe Code or book of Juftinian.Symmachus & 
Boecius were in the temple of Theodorick a king of the Goths called Fere- 
senfis;who putthem inhumanely to death.Symmachus was an Oratewr,Boe- 
tius.a 'philofopher who was exercifed inal parts of Philofophy,and in Mathe- 
maticks,fo happy both inverfeand profe,tharitis hard to iudge whether he 
werethe laft that {pake Latin,orthe firft that did vndertaketo reftore learning 
and eloquencedecaied. Laurentius Valla calleth him the laft of the learned 
men.For fithence we haue not had: any but Saint Gregory , Beda; and Ber- 
nardus Clareuallenfis. In fo much that Jearning remaineth as it were dead, 
the world going intoa greatfilence,andignorance, mh 
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Thetroubles alfo and varieties wereno lefle in matter of religion then of 
Empire.For wheras fithencetherefurreCtion of IES VS CHRIST thofe 
which made profefsionofhis Gofpell, had bin by thefpace of three hun- 
. dred yeres, cruelly perfecuted with diuers forts of horrible torments by the 

Emperours, Nero, Domitian, Traian, Seuerus, Maximinus,Decius, V aleria- 
nus, Aurelian, Dioclefian, and Maximinian: Finally CONS TA N- 
T INE embrafing our religion, vndertooke againft his brother in law,Lici- 
nius Cefar for the proteCtion thereof a great war, and moreimportant then 
was that berweene Pompey and Cafar; or between O Qanian, and Antony. 
In which thequeftion was not onely of Empire,as inthe other ; but alfo of 
religion: namely, whether the worldfrom that timeforward fhould be fub- 
ieCt and obedient to Chriftian Emperours, who would ouerthrow the reli- 
gion of the Gentils; or els vnto the Emperours of the Gentiles who would 
viterly roote out Chriftianity : whereof enfued one of the chiefeft mutations 
that euer was; CO NS T ANT INE thoroughthe grace of God remai-_ 
ning victorious : who caufed the worfhipping of falfe Godsto ceafe,& fhut 
- vptheir-temples, and fet the Chriftians in fecurity ;' permitting them freely 
and publickly to pray vnto the rue God, and to build Churches: vnto which 
healsigned reuenewes for the maintenance of Preachers and Minifters, and 
would hauethem receaued vnto honours,and magiftracies notwithftanding 
their profefsion, o Sie i ‘ 

This quarrel being {earfe appeafed, theherefie of Arrizs arofe, the moft 
pernitiousthat ever was: for therooting out of which, CONST AN~ 
T INE affembled that famous counfaile of Nicene. But yet two yeres be= 
fore his deathat the perfwafionofhis fifter Constance, hereuoked —4rriusa- 
gaine out of banifhment. ‘The which was caufe of great fcandal, efpecially 
betweene his fonnesthe Emperours CONSTANS, and CONST AN- 
TIVS:ofwhomtheone wasan Arriav,and the other an Orthadoxe or true 
Chriftian,’ Amongft whom thus difagreeing,there were counfailes held a= 

ainft counfailes,and the one difanulled by the other:confefsionsagainft con 
Fer sionsicreedes againft'creedes:two Bifhops different in euery city;and dou 
_ bleferuice inthe churches,doublemutining continually,accufations,defen= 
ces, banifhments; and martyrdomes. Which diforder, endured @ long timey 
this difcord jbeing {pread far andwyde thoroughioutthe world, yea euena= 
mongftthe Gothes, Vandales, & Lombards: who wnder this pretence com= 
mitted execrable cruelties,and innumerable fpoiles. ~ iad, 

On this{candal happened an other yet worfe then the former. For 1 V« 
LIAN their cofin, andfucceffour; comming tothe Empire, when Chri+ 
ftiandome feemed cleanedélinered of Paganifme,he fet itvp againe, denying: 
the faith of IES VS CHRIST, whereby he got the furnariie of an A= 
poitata Hetook away the reuenews graunted by Con/?dntine,tothe churches 
of the Chriftians; and forbad the: {chooles vrito children:depriuing boththe 
teachers, and learners of their maintenance.He killed many that made profel- 
fion of chriftian Religion; depriued others of their charges, as Bs gusiey 
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lentinian,and Valens; tooke away their goods from others, faying in mockery: 
thatby making of thein poore, he made it éafier for them to go into paradice:’ 
becaule it Wwas Written in their bookes. Ble/fed & thepoore,for unto fuch belon- 
eth the kingdome of heanen, Heexhorted the lewes to reftore their maner of: 
gouernement for hatred of the Chriftians;.and to reedifiethe Temple. Hee. 
wrote bookes againft the Chriftian doGrine whickhefaid wasrepugnantto 

-commonfentfe; and did takeaway thebands of humainéfociety: but-hisfurie! 
afled asacloude; for heraigned onelynineteene moniethes, dying ofa hurt: 
in the war, which he madeagainft the Perfians.In whofeplaceIOVINI-. 
AN was chofenEmperourby thearmie, who brought matters into’a better, 
fate. The deftruction ofthe Indaickjand’ Delphick T empleshappened at that, 
time, which portendingtheruine ofboth thole religions,abated much the in: 
folenceof the Iewes,and ofthe Pagans; and aflured,and comfortedthegood: 
Chriftians. re @dasiiie ynomrncyansions has stowls 
- Aftetwardsthe Gothes,Vandales,c Lombardes, Arrianizing (as we haue faid), 
afflicted Europe and Africk,almofttwo hundred yeres, & ruinated the Ems; 
pire of the Welt.Which they that were reputed wife men amongftthe Gen-» 
tiles feeing, {aid that this defolation proceeded ofthe changing of the aun¢i-} 
ent religion, wherein the Empire had bin nourithed, increafed, and main-) 
tained long; and that the Gods being angtie fent fuch calamities,for reuenge> 
oftheir contempt. Againftwhom S. Auguftin oppofed him felfe } writing his’ 
bookes of the city of God torefute them.On the other fide, the Neftorians;; 
Eutichyans,and Manichees,troubledall the Eaft. The Perlians deftroyed A- 
fia, anid Africk: theirking Co/rce publithing an edict,that whofoeuer would! 
fauie his life; fhould renounce that God that was crucified. Then the $ arafens. 
entierly exterminated the Perfians with their language, and religion. Mores 
ouer the Emperours of Conftantinople, beating downe the Images, and fta- 
tues of the temples, were excommunicated by the Popes of Rome:Whofor- 
badthem thoroughout Italy to pay them any tribure,or to put their pictures 
in their coine,comanded that their names fhould be omitted in their maffes, 
and publick praiers; & refufed theit edicts, commandeméts & letrers, making 
themto lofe that which they had remaining in the welt: &ro aflure théfelues 
againftthem andaganftthe Lombards, who had feazed on the Hexarchat of 
- Rauenna,they feat for Charles Martel, Pepin, who were Frenchmen, & of 
the houleof Au/frich totheir fuccour:whofe ftréngth, authority, & renowme 
at that time was great. And confequently they created, confecrared, & crow- 
ned CHAR LEMAIGN Emperor of the weft;calling him Angufius > Cefar 
three hundred and twenty yeres after the Emperors were ceafed inItaly. He 
delivered Italy fromthe Lombards,Germainy fromthe Hongartans, & Gauleof 
the Sara/ens: with the victories which the orand-father and his Father wan of 
them, Hewenttwice into Spaine; and ouercame the Saxons. And ashe was 
learned in Greeke and Latin , being no lefle a fauourer of Jearnin then.a 
louer of ames, he ordained the Vnituerfitie of Paris, which hath bin fi- 
thence the moft famous of the ‘worlde , and moft florifhing in all Artes: 
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hauing ferued for arefugefor the ftudiesoflearning , which are:waxen cold 
in Afia,veterly loft in Greece, decaied in Italy, anddriuen out of Egypt,and A- 
frick.So this magnanimous,and victorious prince ioyning togither the erea~ 
teft prouinces ot Europe, wasa Monarch, protector of the peace, religion, 
lawes, nidgements and difciplines. 9) 0a) rSemismoon 

- By {uch occafion was the Empire reftored to the weft; which had firft his 
feat in Fratice;thé in Germany , where from hereditary it is becomejelectiue; 
and in proces of yeres by euill ordering is fo much diminifhed, andimpoue- 
mabye Wak there remaineth nothing but the fhadowe of a great name, and 
vaige title: T he princes Electours holding the imperial lands with their rents, 
reuenewes, cuftomes and commoditiés horded vp ; andthe principall couns 
teyes being franchifed bythe Emperours; who have given them priuileges 
rogouernetreely their common weales. ‘Concerning Italy which was the 
chiefeand ancient patrimony ofthe empire; iris either poflefled byt he Popes 
whielyholid Rome thatwas'wont to bethe proper featof the Emperors,and 
many other places; or by thekings of) Naples, or bytheVenitians; orbythe 
duikes of Milayne,Florence; Ferrara; Mantua, Vrbin, and other potentates 
fequeftred from the empire. The Ilesof Sictlie, Sardigna; Corfica, Maiorca,y 
eMinorvasand) Sayoye alfo are cut off; Thus haththe Empire by. fuccefsion 
oftime bin diftcacted,and difsipated; Sithence theruine whereof theworld 
hath not had his vertue fovnited. Butmany kingdoms are lifted vp echin his 
countrey: as towards the weft that of France,Spaine, and Portingale. In the 
"North England,Denmarke,Sueden, Mofcouy,Polonia,Hungaria,In the Eaft 
Perfia,Narfingue, China or Cathay. ‘Inthe Souththar oftheSoudan, of 
Presbiter-Iohn,T uniz,and Fez; and elfwhere many feigniories and commu- 
nalties, which acknowledge nonebutthemfelues. >| veins yhieitra 
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bn COMPARISON OF THE.ROMAINS 
yy with the Egyptians, Af[yrians,Perfians,Greekes and Parthians;in power war- 
«\ fare, learning language,Eloquence,Poefie and workes of other artsy. <0. «. 
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", .-> Ature having placed IT. ALIE in’a middle feat between 
des ie fouth andthe North, hath as mu¢hor more fatiored. 
\ 


WSN ells (theIT ALIANS asany other people on the habitable 
DIZ t Mearth;making themnot onely ftrong, comely and couragi- 
Cay Nig Ous,butalfo ingenious,and prudent: And confequently x- 
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celleng in maners, lawes, artes, and workemanfhips. By 
meanies 
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meanesiof which fingularities, and prerogatiues they got in auncient time, 
the greateft Empirethat euer was; and yet not of fuch largenefle that it com- 
prehended the whole worlde: which neuer happened hitherto; neither is 
cuer pofsibleto cometo pafle. Foron the Northiide they neuer ruled ouer 
all Germany and great Britaine; neither ouer Norway, Sweueland, Mot- 
couia, Lituania,and Scythia, Neither towards the fouth ouer Ethiopia, and 
the higher Africk, where the Blackmores inhabite, neither in the Eaft ouex 
India, China, Catay, Giapan, and. Taprobana), which Eafterly parte hath 
theriuer T ygrisfor a fatall bound; without {peaking of thelands lately dif- 
couered in the Weft : infomuch that looking contiderarely thereon, it wil 
bee founde'by truereafon of Cofmography, that they neuer poflefled the | 
twelfth part of the earth. ZENON the firft authour of the fecte of the 
Stoickes, ymagined an vniuerfall forme of gouernement , tending to this, 
that all men fhould notliueby townes,peoples,and nations; being feparated 
by. particular lawes, rightes, and. cuftomes: buc that they fhould account 
themfelues fellow citizens; and that there wasbut,one forte of life; as there 
is but oneworld; no.otherwife then, asufic were but one flocke, feeding vn- 
der one thepheard, in common paftures. P L AT O. alfowithedthat there 
wereon earth but oneking,as there isin heauenbutone God;to thend that 
thehumaine gouernement.might therein refemblethe diuine: which Lord 
of the world as atrue (hepheard.of mankind, fhouldioue al men indifferent- 
ly as his naturallfubiectes ; maintayning them with good maners, lawes, 
iudgements, and aflured entercour{e/both by fea,and lande: fo greata prince 
not bearing enuy toanyperfon; and hauing no occation to enlarge his fron- 
tiers by ambition: which would bethe.caule of cealing {o many enmities, 
warres, flaughters, {poiles, and robberies, happening amongft men through 
the pluralitie, and diflentions of gouernements, ‘Which matters being by 
_ them grauely and magnificently, propounded, are much more. ecalteto bee . 
withed then effected: confidering the diuerfity of tongues, difsimilitude of 
maners, and. cuftomes,yarietie of, feQts, and vanity. of opinions that, raigne 
amongeft men ; and, makethem to lolethatlouewhich is washed amongeft 
them: hindering the eftablifhing of one.vniuerfall.common wealth of all; 
and confequently a Monarchie, of people fomuch differing in.eftimation of 
diuine and humaine right, and the;religion and feruice of God.,Qneman 
alone.can.not poflelle all the earthythe greateft part of it being drowned. by 
the {eay,and in fome.places where itis yncoueredof waters,being vahabi- 
table thorough excelsiite heate or,cold: And if he fhould pofleile it, hee 
would ftraight forget him(elfe info great authoritie and libertie; ;and;ber 
come proud beyond meafure, waxing tyrannicall.and agfrppenad| e: asit 
happened to Cambyfes,. to. Nero,to Sefoftris,to Attila,to Jamberlan yand to 
Alexander thegreat ; who. thorough extreme ouerweening. would beac- 
countedsand. called thefonne of. God:; and for-his infolencie was poifoned 
by his moft. familiar friends : and asitthappenedto, OCT AVIAN AV- 
GVSIT.-V-S; who fufered. Temples tobe confecratedto himjand diuine 
ais wat Qi net honours 
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honoursto be given him in his life time: Confidering alfo that there isa 
certaine meafure, and proportion of greatnes in Townes, Cities,and States: 
even asin living creatures,plantes, and ‘inftruments: which when it excee. 
deth; Jofeth his nature and vfe. As it befell vntothis ROMAINE EM- 
PITRE, which being clymed vp t'an incomparable greatnefle, ‘and in- 
eftimable wealth ; did’fall eftfoones into great calamities; and was finally o- 
uerthrowen ; as others had bin before it: which we wil compare togither, 
fetting downetheir fimilitudes, and differences, é 2 BOM 
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1 OF THE ROMAIN 
Empire, with the A ffrian, Median, Perfian, Macedo- ‘ 
tan, and Parthian 


/ A\ Mongeft the great auncient kingdomes, the ASS Y R 1A N was ex- 
| cellent innobility, mighty in armes,large in compafle of fand, and in — 
continuance admirable: which being auginentéd by Belus, Ninus,and- 
Semiramis; and enlarged by the fpacious countries of Afia; was the firft 
that amongeft all other Empires (which it farre'exceeded’) obtaynied the 
nae of an eftablifhed: Monarchie: ‘and for the {pate'of a thoufand three 
hundred andthreefcore yeres, vider thittie eight kinges florithed ‘greatly. 
After followed that ofthe MED E'S; which vnde? nine kings continued 
CClxj. yeres: well gouernied in: peacé,and warre. Then raigriedtheP ER- 
STA NS, who hauing added Egypt vnt6 their dominion , and increafed 
their ftrength and riches, when they had profpered two hundred’and thir- 
tie yeres; they loft their ftate vndet Dariws their fourteenth king. From that 
time forwarde the MACEDONPANS bythe fuccefle, and conduGof 
Alexander, obtainedthé rule ouer Afia; whichthey loft one htindred and 
twenty yeres after, pining o¢cafion by their ciuilldiffentions, to thé Parthic 
ans in the Eaft,;and to the R omaines in the Weft to increale, arid grow great. 
Thenthe Romaines towardes the Welt {eafing the Macedoniait Seigniorié 
(which'though it weregreat indeed} yet was but-weake bythe ditiifior of 
the princes who had parted it berweéne them) eftablifhed the greateft and 
fairct Empite that euer was. Fortif-all the famous Monarckesainongelt 
the ftraungers bee compared vito the Romaine Emperours, therewill fot 
bee founde any amongeft them; that haue' done ereatér thinges‘cither in 
peace or-warre: or that hae more enlarged their Empire; and longer maifi* 


tained ir, 9is10Gi) Dis: gust! bluow 


|The ‘Affyrias wentnot out of A fia.T he Medians eridured only eels. yeres: 
the Perfians hauing ouer¢ome the Medes obtained aloft alAlia! burwhien 
they aflailed Europe, they little préviailed: And the P etfians beingiouerthrow- 
€n; theMacedonian Empite was preacer then’al theformer:but it endured but 
_-awhilés.Forincontinently aftet the’ déath of Alexander being devided into 
‘many Lordships, it wasealily fipplanted by the R omaines, And although 
Zrared | : itwere 
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it were very large, Yet it went noritito fpacious Africk, fauing where it rea- 
chech ¥nt6 ES ype , neither poffelled alf Europe, being bounded on the north 
with the countrey of Thrace, and towards the Weft with the Adriaticke 
-féa. Butthé ROM APN EMPIRE ‘extended into Europe; Afia, and 
Aftick, from the Orcades,and T huleon the one fide, Spaine and Maurita- 
niaonthe other; euén tothe hill Caucafus,and theriuer Euphrates,and the 
Aigher Ethiopia,tratierling the countrey of Egypt,and of Arabia euentothe 
Eaft{ea:being the firft and only, which tothis prefent, hath madethe Eaft,and 
‘Weft his limits, and hath endured longer then any other , excepting the 
_ Affyrian. G03 or , HON 
~ Poaching the PARTHIAN which was at the fame time when the Ro- 
main, &-oppoled againft it being encreafed with the ruines ofthe Macedoni- 
an inthe Eaft,as the Romain wasalfo in the weit ;albeit it was very great and 
terrible vnto allthe Eaft, as comprehending eighteene kingdomes betweene 
the Cafpian,and the réd fea; and being far ftretched out towarde the Indies; 
and famous by many onerthrowes which it had gittento the R omaines, as 
namely bythe death of Craffus, and fhameful retreat of Antonius; yet ob- 
tained it but one part of Afia, and receaued fome kings from Rome: which 
being begon by Arfaces,endured only cecclxiij. yeres, vnder twenty and fea- 
uen kings. , 
> Andthe fecond PER SI AN alffo was of no greater cireuit,which was 
fet vp bythe Perlian Artaxerxes, hauing overcome in three battailes, and in 
the end flaine Artabanus, the laft king of the Parthians: and ended cccxijj. 
yeres after it was reftored: being ouerthrowen vnder Hormifdas the xxvij. 
king bythe Arabians. a 


THE BIRTH OF ROME, AND CONTI. 
nance thereof, compared to the foure Ages of mans life, 
- § the Aftrologers fay, that cities haue their revolutions, and prefixed 
times of continuance, which'is knowen bythe fituation of ftarres, at 
" “the day of their natiuities: For this caufe Tarucius a Romaine in the 
time of Cicero, and’of Mark Varro(being a friend tothem both, anda great 
Philofopher, and Mathematician after the manner of the Chaldees) by the 
cunning of Aftrologicall calculation, caft the natiuity of Rome, from the 
day wherein: Romulus firft began it; which was the ninth of Aprill, be- 
tweenetwo and three of the clockein zpaho‘All feaft,called Pals/a:and re- 
hearfing’ het paffedaduentures, foretold thofe that wereto come. 
Thefamné Varro (a very learned man, and one whoread theR omainehi- 
ftoriesas much as any Romain that euer was) writeth that the continuance 
of Rome was foreleene, and knowen by the twelue Vultures which at the 
foundationthereof flewouer Romulus, namely that it fhouldbe of twelue 
hundred yeres; euery vulture fignifying an age, or a hundred yeres: and 


that in his time be had heard of one Vedfius Aucur, that Rome fhould at- 
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taine to. rwelue hundred -yeares ; {eeing it had efcaped one hundred. and 


twentié: in which terme.iewas taken , {poyled anddeftroyed many_and.fim- 
dry times. -. w #150 sc. sbaswor bh sod T lo bohemos ses Aw 
by The times of the continuancetherof were diuided into ages after the fimi- 
litude of mans life: wherofthefirft whichis called infancy orchildhood,was 
vnder Romulus, who founded itand broughtitvp.T he puerilitie or beyrrie 
-vnder the other Kings, who augmented and inftructed it in good manners, 
ccuftomes, lawes, and difciplines: But being growen vp vnder Tarquine 
it would no longer endure the yoke of {ubiection ,vnder proude domina- 
tion; and fromthat time forwarde chole rather to be obedient vnto lawes, 
then vnto Kings. Then the ftriplings age being ended inthe ende. ofthe 
Punicke warre; andthe ftrength more fetled: it entered intothe age of man- 
hood; for hauing diftroyed Carthage (which of long time had bin her ene- 
mie) {he ftretched out her feigniory by land, and by fea;into many countries, 
till {uch timeas wanting matter of foraine warre, fhee abufed her ftrength, 
employing itto her owne deftru@tion. Then was her firft oldeage, when 
being afflicted with ciuile warres, and opprefled with inwarde euils, fhe 
fell againe into a Monarchy, and cameto another childhood or infancie; 
And remained in vigour till the time of Traian, of the Antonines , and of 
T heodofius the firft; and then became aged vnder Honorius,and Arcadius: 
and the 471. yeares after that the Monarchie had begumne in Auguftus, it 


finifhed in Auguftulus,being veterly loft inrefpectof Italy. 


A COMPARISON OF ROME, 
with Babylon,and Constantinople. 

O this purpofe itis obfermed thatR°O ME andB A'BY LON had 
_almoft alike beginning, increafe, continuance,and ending:fuch affaires 
being difpofed by the ineffable myfteries, and protound iudgements 
ef God; andnot happening cafually, or by humaine power. Infuch fort, 
that vnder a like difpofition of time BABILON fell, and ROME a- 
rofe: T hone fuffered the Lordfhip of ftrangers; andthother defpifed that of 
her owne citizens. Thone (as it were)dying left the heritage: andtheother 
growing, acknowledged her felfeheire. And thenwhenthe Empire ofthe 
Eaft died, the Empire ofthe weft was borne.AndasB AB Y LON eleuen 
hundred threefcore and foure yeres.after it was built; was by. Arbaces the 
Median difpoiled of her kingdome, and depriued ofher king: In like’ maner 
R.OME after {he had. as many yeres endured; was aflailed’, and taken by 
Alaricus king of the Gothes. Afterthis maner wasthe beginning of B A- 
BILON,andR OM Ealike,their power alike, their greatnes alike, their 
time alike, their good; and euil alike,their downefal alike; and alike their de- 
ftrudid.Wemay fayasmuchof CONSTANTINOPLE theheireof 
them both: which about.xj.hundred fixtie and foure yeres, after it was built 
he 7 oy 
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by Conftantine,who called itnew Rome,wastaken, fpoiled and depriued of 
the Grecke Empireand of her Emperourby Mahomet king of the Turkes: 
whereimhath bin obferued. fingular meruailé, that as it was built by Con- 
ftantine the fonne of Helen, fo it was alfo conquered by the Turkes, ynder 
another Conftantine,the fonneof Helene. ° ioe O8 uriiod 10h 
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common wealth with the Lacedemonianyana Carthaginian, 


Sa Common wealth which is well ordained-to endure a long time; 
ought not tobe fingle,or ofone kinde onely, but muft.alfo haue the 
vertues and properties of others affembled inhit; tothend that nothing 
therein be vnduely or vnproportionably increafed, which may make itto fal. 
into theeuill that is nextit, and confequently come toruine; for this caufe 
| Lycurgus infticuting the LACEDEMON IAN commonwealth ming- 
ledthereina Atonarchie,eA riitocratie,c Democratie {o conueniently, that it 
remained almoft feuen yeres in thefame manet ; retayning ftillthe integritie 
of his firft inftirution. In the which the king,the Ephori, andthe Senate had 
their preheminences, and powers in fuch fort intermingled ,and balanced ta- 
gither; that onecould not well difcerne; vnder what kind of gouieramentit 
was eftablifhed. . « rye : by et 
TheC AR THAGINIAN common wealth wasthus ordained from 
thebeginning .It had kings, & the: Ariitocraticke power of Senatours;and the 
commons hauing alfo their preheminence,in things appertaining to them.In 
fuch fort that ‘astouchingthe affembling ofthethree eftates;!irrefembled the 
Lacedemonian. meso yohto sciO1 sbonissgds Orta) ThARW 
Alfothe R.O.M AIN had thefethree eftates fo equally and conneniently 
tempered;that one could not fay, whether it were am entiere#riffocratiezor 
a Democratie, or a Monarche, Confidering the power ofthe Confuls, oné 
would haue iudged it Monarchical,and roial;regarding that of the Senators; 
Ariftocratical,and refpeCting that ot the people, Democratical, But the Seigs 
niory being feized on by theEmperours, they firft tooke from the peoplethe 
authoritie of medling in publicke affaires , and tranfported ittothe Senate; 
then reduced that of the people:and; of the:Seriate',’ to: theirsabfolute 
ower. pe LETe Ly FRETS VISTIMNT NT VERIOS lS DE OIE tis 
- The Lacedemonian was fufticient onely'to conferue their owne, andtd 
keepetheir libertie; but infufficient to augment:and to enlarge their Em 
pic’ wherein the Romain was moftexcellent. For the Lacedemonians‘afe 
aying to conquer the principalitie of Greece, they fodanly. puit their liberty 
in danger; wherethe R omainsafter they had: brought Italy vnder their o- 
bedience, fubdued ina little timea igreat part ofthe world ; being abondant- 
ly furnifhed with all preparationsrequiftte for fuch an enterprife. Touching 
the Carthaginian,then when it beganto haue wars with the Romain, it was 
in declining; andthe Romain in his vigour: feeing that all common weales 
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hatie acertaine augmentation, and vigour; and afterwardes a diminutior. 
For Rome florifhedthen,efpecially in order of gouernment. The peoplein 
Carthage had vfurpedto much authoritiein the Counfails. At RometheSe- 
nate condiréted the greateft, partof the affaires ; which profpered the more 
for being gouerned by the wifeft:.and-by fuch conduct they finally ouer- 
camethe Carthaginians . Befides, thatthe Italians are of amore excellent 
nature,then the Lybians; both in thape of body, and in hardinefle of cou- 
rage: and thatthe Romains were ferued by their ownenation; which were 
taught to war with the beft difcipline in the world: The Carthaginians vfed 
none but ftraungets,and mercenaries; putting all their confidence inthem, 
which tourned them vato euill. 


Lett! @UO" MP ALR SOU NIGP EOP EE POWER 
ofc Alexander the great vith that which the Romains had in his 
time: and if having conquered Afiahe hadtourned his 
|. forcesinto Europe; what might hanehappened:by 
i the iudgement of Liuie, 


IV IE intheninth booke ofhis firft Decade {peaking of PAPIR IV S 
{/CVRSOR, fayththat in that time being as fertile of vertues as any 
other , therewas no man, onwhom the ftate of Rome did more de- 
pende; then on him: and (which is more) they accounted him matcha- 
ble in courage with Alexander the great: if hauing fubdued Afia, he had 
rourned his armes intoEurope. Nothing leffe (fayeth he ) may feeme to 
haue bin fought from the beginning of this worke, then that I thoulde 
wander farther then appertaineth tothe order of thinges, andthat beauti- 
fying the worke with varieties, I fhould recreate the readers with pleafant 
digrefsions; and giue my minde fome reft. Yet the mention of fo great a 
King and:Capitaine, maketh mee fet downe here the fecrete thoughtes; 
which fometyme haue come into my head : as to knowe whathad hap- 
pened to the: Romaines , if they had made warre againft Alexander the 
gteaty oq 5ii mo pat yoda ees : | 
preyra times: in wacrethe multitudeand valiancy of Souldiours may doe’ 
much; :asalfo the wifedome of Captaines; and fortune whichis mighty in 
all humaine, and efpecially in military affaires. Confidering thefe things both 
feuerally and togither, Ifindethat theymade the Romain Empire inuinci- 
ble againftthis King ; as -againft all other Kings and Nations. Firft begin- 
ning by the comparifon of Capitaines ;:1 denye not that Alexander was 
an excellent Capitaine? but hee is the more renowmed, becaufe hee was 
alone, and dyed young , vpon the augmentation of his affaires, hauing 
not yet tafted of aduerfe fortune: not {peaking of other Kinges and fa- 
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mous Capitaines,, that haue bin notable examples of humaine accidents. 
What made Cyrus fo much celebrated by the Grecians, to fall into the ad- 
‘uerfities of contrary fortune , but his. long life ,.as not long fithence it 4 


happened 
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happened vnto Pompeythe great? I willnot fpeak‘of the Romain Capraines 
which wereat other feafons; but of thofe with whom as being Confuls ‘or 
DiGatours, Alexander hadfought :namely,M. Valerius Coruinus,C. Mar= 
cus Rutilius, C-Sulpitius, Titus Manlius T orquatus , Qu. Publius Philo; 
Lucius Papirius Curfor, Quintus:‘Fabius Maximus,andthe two Decij, Lue 
cius Volumnius, Marcus Lucius, and other great perfonages following ; if 
he had preferred the Punick warre before the Romain , and then being of 
more yeares, had pafled-into Italie. In euery of which there was the fam¢ 
vigour of {pirite ,and mind, that was in Alexander ;and militarie difcipline 
from the beginning of the Citie, firccefsinely delivered ftom hand to hand; 
and ordained in forme of an art , by the principall precepts thereof. Thus 
did theKings fight, and thustheythatdraue them away, namely, the Junij, 
and Valerij : Thus confequently the Fabij , Quintij, and Cornelij; Thus 
Furius Camillus , who being old, faw the two yong ones that fhould haue 
fought with Alexander:To whomalfo Manlius T orquattis would not haueé 
giuen place, if hehad met him equally in batraile ; neither Valerius Corui- 
nus, both of them notable fouldiers before they were Captaines. Neither 
would the two Decij haue yeelded any whit vnto him ; who marching a- 
gainft the enemie, difaduowed their bodies, and bequeathed them to death. 
Papirius Curfor would not hau yeelded to him, with that ftrength of bodie 
and courage that was in him. And that I maynot ftand to name every one, 
this Senate (accounted to confiftofKings) wouldnot haue fuffered it felfeto 
be fupplanted by the counfaile of a yong man: And he thatfo efteemeth it, 
comprehendeth thetrue forme of the Romain Senate . But peraduenture it 
isto be feared,that he would haue pitched his campe betterthen anyofthofe 
whom I hauenamed, conuoyed his vittailes , condudted his cartiages, kept 


himfelfe fromambuthes ychofenthe timeof fight, aranged thebattaile , and 


afflured himfelfe of fuccours. But he fhould no more have faid ; that he 


had met with Darius; accompanied with women, and Euihuches ; armed 
betweene purple and gold; eiteminated and weakned by the pompe of his 
fortune; rather a praythen an enemie 3 whom he ouercame without bloud- 
fhed : happie in this that he dared tofo good purpofe defpile fuch vani- 
ties. He fhould haue found Itali¢:much different from India, thorough 
which he went banqueting ,. with his dronken armie : when ‘hee fhould’ 
haue heere! feene the forreftes of Apulia , and theiMountaines of Leuca- 
nia ; and the traces , O? foote-ftepps of the ouerthrowe of ‘his ‘auricel= 
tours ; where his-vncle Alexander'g lately king of Epirus had bin ouer- 
come of to! soripeb ri 


We fpeak of Alexatidér, not yet plonged in profperitie; wherein he 
fhowed himfelfe as infoleht,, as euet did any Prince: Who if he be con-: 


fidered'by the ftate of his new fortune’, and by thar new minde which he 
_ caried after his vidtories, hee had comen into Itdlie ; more refembling 
Darius ;then Alexander : and had: brought thither his hoft , not remem- 
bring Macedonia any longer ,and alreadie degenerating into the prieie 
| of the 
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of the Perfians. It is grieuous to me to recite in fo great a king , the proud 
changing of his garment; andthe defired flatteries of thofe which caft them 
felues proftrate on the ground before him; being not onely yrkfometo the 
vanquithed , but alfo euentothe victorious Macedonians :and the fhameful 
punifhments, and murders of his friends amongft his cuppes; and the vanitie 
of his fuppofed , and fainedrace. And if from that time forward he had be- 
come a greater drunkard, more cruel,and more fodaine in his anger; (which 
are vndoubted things amongft thofe that haue written of him) would not 
‘thefe vices hauemuch endamaged and hindred the Imperial! vertties ?Isthat 
to be feared which fome light perfonsamongftthe Greeks, (namely fauou- 
ring theglorieof the Parthians againftthe Romainname) haueaccuftomed 
to fay, that the people of Rome couldneuer haue fuftayned the maieftie of 
the name of Alexander : who I think was neuer knowento them’, not fo 
much as by fame? Againft whom {ome in the Citie of Athens, whiles they 
yet beheld before their cies the {moking ruine of Thebes, fupplanted by the 
armes of the Macedonians, dared in fullaflembliesto {peak freely, a8 appea- 
reth bythe writings oftheir Oratours: would none:amoneft fo many Ro- 
maine Lords haue {poken freely? Let his greatnes beof fo great reckoning: 
yet fhall it be but the greatnes of aman ; gotten bythefelicitie of littlemore 
thenten yeares. And they which extoll him, forafmuch as the people of 


‘Rome, hauing not bin ouercome inany-warre, yet hath had the worft in 


fundrie battailes; and that Alexander hadthe better irfall: they donotconfi- 
der thatthey compare the acts of one man, being yet-yong; with thofeof a 
people which-hath alreadie warred , for the {pace of eight hundred yeares? 
Do wethen memiaile, if on this fide be more ages; then yeares on the-other; 
that fortune hath bin more variable inthis long fpace, then in the time ‘of 
thirteen yeares? Let vsrather comparethe'fortune with fortune;ofone man 
with another sand of Captaine with Captaine. How many Romain Cap- 
taines can I’ name,tharneuer had contrarie fortune in battaile? One may fee 
inthe Annales of the Magiftrates ,and-in the Calenders; the battailes of thé 
Confuls, and ofthe DiGtatours ;whofeverme, and fortune neirer brought 
any difpleafure to the people of Rome And they are more admirable then 
Alexander, or any otherking.; hauinignotbin Di€taroursfome of them aboue 
tenor twentiedaies ;and. none abdueial yeare.. T he levies of mer hate bin’ 
hindered. by the Tributies.; they went.often to warre after theifeafon pand 
haue bin fent back againebefore it, by reafo ofthe Comices or Parliaments? 
Theyeare hath bin {pentin preparations for enter prifes; The temeritie' or 
malice of a Collegue hath caufed hinderance, or domage; and when ‘mat= 
ters haue bin euill managed; he hatlbinfucceeddd by another: They/haue 
takeanew or ill difciplinedfouldiers': Bur certainly kings are nor onely free 
from all hinderancessbut alfo' Lords overtime and ’bufnes: and with their 
counfels th eydraw.allthingsafter them ; and donot followthem.T hen in= 
uincible Alexander, had: waged warreagainft invincible Captainesand had 
putin hazardthe like pledges of forvune: but there had bin more danger ey 
psc the 
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the\Macedonians fides which had but-one Aléxander snot onely fubiect ito 
many petils ; but alfo {eeking of dangers. TheRomains had many equall to: 
Alexandér in glorieand.greatnes of exploits: which might liué or die accor- 
ding to their deftinies without the publike intereft.. aT bas ail 

Itremaineth to compare armies witharinies, either in number; orkind of 
meh; of armes, or multitude of auxiliaries; Then at that time by the num-' 
ber taken of the Citie; they were found two hundred and fiftie thoufand 
heads... Wherefore inthe reuolt of the allies fromthe name of the Latines;! 
there were levied wellineere ten légions of Citizens. Often timesthere were’ 
fower‘or file armies-atia time in Hetruria; and Vmbria; the Gaules being’ 
alfo their, enemies: They made warre.in Samnia, and againft the Lucans. 
Then afterwards he thould haue foiud all Italie swith the Sabines,V olfces, 
Eques, and all Campania, and a part of Vmbria, and Etruria; the Pifcenians, 
Marlians); Pelignians , Veftines, Apulians, and all the coaft of the Greci. 
ans, inhabiting on the inferiour fea, from the Thracians vnto Naples, and 
Cannes: and from thencé to Antia, and Hoftia ; either mightie with the 
Romains ; or fubdued by them .He fhould haue pafledthe fea withhis old 
Macedonian fouldiers , not exceeding the number of thirtie thoufand on 
foote , and fower thoufand on horfeback , almoft all T heffalians : for this 
was hisftrength . If he had ioyned with them the Indians, and other Nati- 
ons ;they would rather haue bin a hinderance, then any helpe vnto him, 
Morcouer , the Romaine armie in their owne countrie might eafily haue 
new fupplies ; and the armie of Alexander would haue waxenold: asit hap- 
nedafterwardsvnto Hannibal. . Nes aN NE ag aa 

Thearmes of the Macedonians werethe buckler,andthe laueling, called: 
Sariffa: The R omains vied 4 fhield, which was greater to couer the bodie, 
and a {peare fomewhat rougher, either to ftrike or throw thenthe pike. The 
footemen both of thone , and thother keeping firmely their rankes : but the 
vnmoueable Macedonian phalange was of one fort ; and the Romain {qua- 
dron manyfold , and compounded of many parts; eafteto funder or ioine, as 
neede required . Touching their work, there is noné liketo the Romain; 
nor better to endure trauaile. Alexander if he had bin ouercomein one bat- 
taile, would haue made an end of the warre ; But what armes could haue 
quailed the Romain, whom Candie and Cannes could not quaile ?Surely, 
if he had profpered inthe firft encounter , he would haue bin son tothe Per- 
fians,and Indians, and tothe cowardly nations of Afia: as the brute is , that 
Alexander the king of Epirus, feeling himfelf wounded to death, faid ; com: 
paring the ftate of thewarres madein Afia by this yong Prince,with his. 

When I calito mind, how inthe firft Punick warre they fought twentie 
and fower yeares againft the Carthaginians , with mightie fleetes by fea; I 
then think thatthe age of Alexander could not haue fuffifed for one war :and 
peraduenture the Carthaginian ftate being allied withthe Romain by aun- 
cient lyne, and the feare being alike againft a common enemie, might haue 
ioyned two fuch mightie Cities in armes , and men ; and then he gee 

aue 
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haue bin intangled withthe Punickand' Romain warre at onetime. The Ro- 
maines aflaied: the Macedonian ‘enemiesiot vnder Alexander, neither when 
the forces. of Macedon were whole and éntier ; but-againit Antiochus, Phi- 
lip, and Perfes,not onely withoutanylofte but alfo without any-danger.Let 
it not beeuitl rakenthar I fay ,andietithe ciuil warresceafes we hate neuer 
failed,neitherin:places of aduantage,ordifaduantage, whenfoeuer we had 
to dealewith an enemie on horfeback; oron foote,and in open warre. The 
fouldier loden with armes,may well fearetheman atarmes on horfeback,the 
asrowes,and thick forefts,the. crooked and-vneafie waies: but he hath beaten 
back, and {hall beate a thoufand bands*more heauily armed , then thofe of 
the Macedonians,and of Alexander: prouided that the loue of peace where= 
in we live, remaine ftill amongft vs, andthe care of ciuile concord. 
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A COMPARISON OF POMPEY THE 


great swith slexander, Hercules,and Bacchus,according to Plinie. 


VT itpertaineth tothe honour of the RomainEmpire ,and not ro the 
viGtorie ofone only man, to recite all thetitles, and triumphes of POM- 
PEY the great , hauing attained to the glorie of the deedes, not only of 
Alexanderthe great,but of Hercules alfo,and the father Bacchus. Sicile then 
being recouered, where he beganto do feruiceto the common wealth, fol- 
lowing the partie of Syila and then all Africk being fibdued, and brought 
vnder ébedience, and his furname of (great) being takentherhence; being a 
Romain knight (that which neuer before hapned vnto any ) he was caried 
in a triumphant chariot ;andby and by going toward the Welt and haning ~ 
erected many trophees in the mountaines Pyrenees; hereduced vnder obe- 
dience, eight hundred three {core anid fixteene Townes,between the Alpes 
and the extremities of the fartheft S paine : thorough the magnanimitie of his 
courage, making no mention of Sertorius. Andthe ciuil warre being extin- 
guithed, which moued all the ftrange warres, he againeled the triumphant 
chariots being a Romaineknight,and fo many timesEmperour and Captain 
beforehe was fouldier. Then being fent toall the feas , and beyond toward 
the Eaft, he brought back his titles to his Countrie: after the maner of fich + | 
as ouercome in Combats,and facred games; who are not only crownedthem 
felues , but crowne their Countrie alfo ; attributing to the Citie thefe ho- 
nours atthe Temple of Minerua, which he dedicated of his pray: afterthis 
maner C7. Pompey the great, Emperour 3 haning ended the warre, which endurea | 
thirtie yeares, having defeated put to flight, flaine, and taken to mercy two Millions 
of men ,fower fcore and three theufand, eight hundred,fortie and fix and hauing 
fonke and taken, eight hundred fortie and fix fhippes;wen a thoufand fine hundred 
thirtie and eight Townes, ana Caitels:and conquered the lanas from the marifh of 
Meotis,tothe red Sea hath made this vow':to the merite of Minerua.Such isthe 
fummarie of his deedstoward theEaft . Concerning the triumphe which he 
made atthe end of September, inthe yeare when Marc. Meffala, and Marc. | 
: Pifo , 
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Pifo were Confuls, the preface was fuch. When we had delivered all the fea- 
- 0af? of pyrates , and had restored the Empire of the feato the people of Rome ,he 
trininphed of Afia, Pontus, Armenia ,Paphlagonia , Cappadocia , Cilicia, Suria, 
the Scythians Lewes, Albanians Iberians, the I [fle of Crete , and Bafternes: More- 
oner , of the kings Mithridates , and Tygranes , The top of hisglorie,ashefaid 
Aim(elfe in agreat affemblie, was this; That hasiing found Afiasthe laf of the 
prouinces., and farthest , he made it one of the midlemoft vnto his countrie. {ome 
one on thecontrarie would in like maner recite the deeds of Iulius Cefar, 
which feemed greater then his,he fhouldreckon all the world; which would 
bean infinite thing, 


AT-COMPARISON OF IVLIVS 
 Cefar, with Alexander the great ,accbrding to Appian. 

* A LEXANDER ;and IVLIVS CESAR, were both of then 
‘Ay setivattitions, and warlike aboue all others ;readie and diligent to 

executeall enterprifes : and impetuous in dangers, éuento the contem- 
ning of their owne liues . Andtheir forttine and audacitie was no léfle help- 
full tothem both ,then their militarie dilcipline: Of whom thone, namely 
ALEXANDER , wearin the fummer feafon; and thorough countries 
‘deftiture of waters, tothe god Hammon : and hatuing pafled the gulfeof the 
feaof Pamphylia, by great hap,and felicitie,he got the countrie; For in his 
pallage ouer che fea, it feemed that fortime with-held, & appeafed thé raging 
therof. Afterwards at the begirining of winter , being‘on his way, he went 
thorough the rough feas : euento the Indies. Moréouer , being at the fiege 
‘of aT owne, he wasthe firftthat got vpon the wall, andthen leaped downé 
all alone amongft his' enemies; and hauing receiued thirteen wounds ; yet 
remayned notwithfanding inuinciblein allthings. Hé fubdued'many-Na- 
tions in Europe ; and conquered the Greekes by armes, which wére a verié 
warlike-nation , and defirous of libeftie; and who were néuer ‘accuftomed 
to befubie€t vnto any other: till fch time'as vnder'colour of prefidence, 
they were obedient to Phili p, the father of Alexander; as to their Prétectour. 
‘He vanquithed almoft all Afia ; and as‘one might fay 5 ouercame‘all that he 
~ fawr And finally,as he purpofed in his mindto conquef the reft of thé world, 
he died inthe flowerofhis. age. ¢ )%< A100 tad a 
Touching ITV LIV 8 CES AR, in the (harpeftof winter jthe Ionian 
feaywascalme, and navigable vnto him: He failéd alfoini the Ocean fea-ouer 
‘againft' the Ifleof great Britaine: and albeit he hadtiot any knowledge of 
the coaft, yet he comiauiided bis Pilots, who kepi'a toote off; to put in 
with theirthippes. And*in’air othier'place’, hatitig by night tini¢ alone 
in-a little boate elpied the paflage, hee bid the Mafter of the’ thipp fer 
faile to:the \winde + and to:put mote'¢ontidence'in the forninié of CE» 
SAR; thea in the feas. He entered oftentimes all alone on hisehemies i 
swhen allhis people qaaked aad trembled for feare He foughr in! prea 
eDisV/ Os ; ci 


+ 


I RGU Th Me memiamticosites arses 
ies eI la tical ca as aa 


THE SEVENTH BOOKE 


field againft the Gaules thirtietimes,and fubduedall that Nation: which was 


fo terrible to the Romains ; that whereas by the law of the Priefts,and ofthe 
Auncients , they gaue immunities to the men of armes from feruice,they al- 
waies added , except it were againft the Gaules ; in which cafe there was no 
excufe,neither for Prieft,nor aged perfon.Moreouer ,CESAR fighting neere 
ynto Alexandria,and feeing himfelte on a bridge,abandoned of all his people, 
and enuironed onall fides with his enemies;he caft his purple garment on the 
ground, andthen leaped into the fea. And becaufe his enemies purfued him 
in the water, hekepta longtime at the botome , without fhowing himfelfe, — 
fauing now andthen, totake breath ; till he drew neere to one of his fhips: 
and then ftretching out his hand, he made himfelfe knowen ; and by ae 
meanes was faued . In the ciuile warres (for feare as he faid,butin trueth for 
ambition ) he had againft him many great and valiant Captaines , of many 
great armies, not onely of Barbarians, but of Romains alfo :and heouercame 
all his enemies (which had furmountedall others in vertue and felicitie) in 
one onely battaile, or two. But yetnotwithftanding , his armies were not al- 
waies inuincible, as thofe of Alexander: for his Pretors , Cotta and T itu- 
rius, fighting againft the Gaules, were fhamefully defeated ; and in Spaine, 
Petreius,and Afranius,inclofed his armie in fuch fort,that they were ina ma- 
ner befieged. Alfo at Dyrrhachium; and in Libia, they were abouttorun a- 
way: and againein grear feare of the yong Pompey. But inas much ascon- 
cerneth the perfon of Ge/ar , he waseuer without feare; and in theend vic- - 
torious. He-inlarged the Romain Empire both by fea, and by land; from the 
Ocean fea, euento the riuer Euphrates; afwell by force and vertue,as by his 
clemencie,and benignitie.His Empire was more firme & better founded then 
that of Syliasfor he fhewed himfelfe in effeCt aking tothofe'which would 
not haue had it fo, although he abftained fromthename: and hauing vnder- 
taken anew-warre,hedied as did Alexander. Both of themhad armies al- 
moft alike: for their men were quick and hardie ;louing their chiefes;fharpe 
and fiercein fight ; often difobedient,and readie to mutine againft their Em- 
perours.; becaufe oftheir continuall labour: and notwithftanding, after they 
weredead,they lamented and bewailedthem greatly; andiudged,them wor- 
thytobe honoured as Gods. T hey wereboth ftrong of bodie., andexcellent 
in beautie3 both difcended of the line of Iupiter;T hone of Anacus, and of 
Hercules; andthother of Anchifes,and Venus .Both of them were conten® 
tious,and rough to fuch.as prouoked them; but eafie to be reconciled: pitiful 
and graciousto their, prifoners ,and tothofe whichthey had ouercome;and 
liberall toward all people; without couetoufnes of any thing , but’ of the 
viGorie, By fuch vertues and conditions,they bothattained (howbeit by di- 
uersmeanes) tofuch great principalitie: For when, Alexander beganto con- 
quer, he had alreadie akingdom , which Philip had. greatly increafed : But 
Gefar of apriuat Citizen-(thoughefanoble race }withoutany ee patri- 
monie,and without money, attained tothisgreat glorie. Both of them con- 
remned the gteat fignesthat appeared of their Heath gand nor wiahfiandibg, 3 
B08 towards 
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towards thofe that foretold their mifhap , they fhewedno tokens of difpleas 
fure :and their end wasalmoft after one fort 3becaufethat both of them had 
twice together infortunate prognoftications; & were either ofthem at bothi 
times in great danger. For ALEXANDER in the Countrie of the Oxydta- 
ces, hauuing gotten vpon the wall of the enemies; before al! the Macedoni- 
ans, {ecing himfelfe alone, and abandoned of all’, (becaufethe ladders were 
broken) of agreat audacioufnes leaped downe intothe Towne amongft his 
enemies : where being gricuoufly hurt'intheftomack , andtheneck, even as 
he beganto fall, was {uccoured by his people';whotor feare of lofing him 
had broken the gates. CESAR alfo being in Spainagainft the yong Pompey; 
and feeing his men afraied in fuch fort that they durft nor fight; ran alone 
into the midft of his enemies: and hauing receiued in his thield aboue two 
hundred fhor , fuftainedthe brunt till fuch timejas his menforfhame, and 
feare of him, cameto fuccour and reskue him. And afterthis maner , theig 
firft eviill prognoftication put them in danger of death : Butthe fecond,made 
them both todie outright . For Apollodorus fearing the force of Alexander, 
and of Hepheftion ; Pythagoras, (who wasa great diuiner ) after Apollodo- 
rushad made facrifice, hauing beheld the entrailes ofthe beaft that was facri- 
ficed, bad him that he fhould not ftand in feare of them, for both of them 
fhould die within a little time . Andafter that Hepheftion was dead, Apollo- 
dorus fearing leaft fome fhould practize the death of Alexander ; reuealed 
vnto him the prognoftication ; whereof he made buta fport , and dematin- 
ded of Pythagoras, what was fignified by that which he had feen who aun- 
fwered him, that it berokened death : whereat laughing as afore , he praifed 
Apollodorusas his friend , for that he gaue him warning ; andthe diuinour 
for the confidence and aflurance which he had in his art. The like almoft 
hapned vnto CES AR as he went vnto the fenate , where he was flaine , 
for when it was told him, that his infortunate facrifice fignified death; he 
aun(wered,that the like befel him,when he was inSpaine: thediuinour then 
replying,that he wasthen alfo in great danger, and that nowthe lignes were 
moré mortall,thenthey werethen ;to fhew, that he had fome conhdence in 
the diuinour ,he fet him to facrifice againe, till fuch time as he faw, that he 
taried ouerlong in doing thereof, and then all angry he went intothe Senate, 
where he was flaine. The like hapned alfoto ALEX ANDER, com- 
ming back with his armie out of the Indies into Babylon; for as he drew. 
neerethe Citie , the Chaldees warned him, that he fhould forbeare for that 
time to enter into the Citie ; towhom he aun{wered, reciting a verfeto this 
effect ; Who us the good dewinour. , that thinketh well? Afterward being admo- 

‘nithed by the Chaldees, that if (whatfoeuer befell ) he would needs go into 
the Citie withhisarmie, he fhould notturne his face toward the Weft ; but 
fhould go round aboutthe T owne, mrning on theEaft fide; he was content 
to pleafe them therin : But finding a marifh in his way,that Hindered his paf- 
face, being angry ,andmocking at them, he turned towards the Welt, and 
went into the T owne: out of which being afterwards gon forth, and come 
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in a boat on the riuer Euphrates , and after on thatof Pallacora,into which 
Euphrates falleth, to certaine great Jakes which are at the mouth of thefe 
tworiuers;in fuch fort that they make the land of Aflyria almoft all nauiga- 
ble; purpofing to inclofe the mouth of thofe {aid rmers with a wall; he 
iefted (as is faid ) atthe prognoftication of the Chaldees; becaufe he was 
come out of thecitie, and had nauigated fafe, and found : But neuertheleffe, 


being entred into it againe, he ended hisdaiesthere fhortly after. So hap- . 


ned it vnto. CES AR , who mectingin the morning the verie fame day that 
he was flaine with thediuinour, which had foretold himthat he fhould not 
efcape the day of the Ides of March: faid to him eee , that the Ides 
were come):and yet notwithftanding,he was flaine the fame day. By this 
meanes both of them made no account of the prognoftications ; and yet to- 


wards the prognofticatours they fhewed net any anger: and died both ac- | 


cording to their prognoftications.. Moreouer , they were both verie ftudi- 
ous of vertues, and of the fciences; both inthe Greeke, Latine, and ftrange 
languages: ALE X ANDER took painesto vnderftand thelearning of the 
Brachmanes, who are reputed the moftiearned amongft the Indians ; as the 
Mages are among thePerfians, CESAR alfo going thorough the kingdom 
of Egipt with Cleopatra, laboured to vnderftand , & toknow the {ciences of 
the Egiptians : whereby he afterwards ordered many things wifely. at Rome. 
For the courfe of the yeare which was il ordained (by reafon of the odde 
monethes and daies called Jnrercalares) becaufe they tooke it according te 
the courfe of the Moone; he altered itby the courfe of the Sunne, as did 
the Egiptians. It hapned alfo vnto C ESA R , thatnone of thofe which 
confpired-his death efcaped ,but were flaine all by his fucceffours ; as A- 
LEX ANDER hadallo doneto them that had flaine his father. 


A COMPARISON OF-IVLIVS CESAR 
. and Anguitus; with Romulus and Numa, bo 1g vy Fish 
one ROMVLVS had many roubles in the founding of Rome,and was | 


£~\entangted with many wares , being conftrained to fight with thofe 
that oppofed them(elues to the foundation of his Towne; And then 


NV MA fucceeding ; had leafure to aflure the increafe thereof :So 1V- ~~ 


LIVS CES AR, hauing obtained by manytrauailes and dangersthe Mo- 
narchiethat he fo much delired , and fo earneftly affeted, he left it to O C- 
T AVIAN his nephew and heire troubled with partialities : who had 
meanes to confirme it, in fiftie and fix yeares which heraigned ;and to efta- 
blifh the Countriein great concord: caufing the Temple of Ianus to be fhut 
_ after the battaileat Actium, as it had bin inthe time of Numa, thar all occa- 


fions of warremightbe extinguifhed,and quenched. 
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OF THEWAR HET Y OF SPHENIG S, 
. 2 Aone O M PAR IS,.O:N!))OyBosR O'MVAs-V_S 
with Cyrits, Thefews , Arfaces, and Sémirami ; who founded 

= Cities and kingdemes,or Monarchics, hong nsls) 
S CYRVS prefently after his birth was expofed vnto beafts to be 
PXaersiiced, and left in the midft of a foreft ; whete a bitch-gaue him 
fuck ; and was after faued by'a fhepheard‘fowasR OMV LVS allo 
caft forth ; andfuckeda fheewolfe ; andwas fed by a woodpecker: till ftrch 
time'as:‘the fhepheard Fauftulus had‘found hint, and caried him home in’ 
fafetie : And inlike maner,SEMIR AMIS was left in a defert place,full 
of rockes; where {hee was fed by the birdes for a feafon : and atterwards 
found by the fhepheards , which nourifhed and brought her vp. T HE= 
SEVS and ROMVLVS were begotten by ftealth, and:notin lawfull 
mariage ;and it was bruted of themboth, that they were borne of the feed 
of the Gods : founding the two nobleft Cities of the world; thone Rome ,the 
other U4thens. SEMIR AMIS allo, who founded Babylon, was begot- 
ten outof lawfull mariage. And as ROMVLVS whiles he fpake vnto 
the people, vanifhed away fodainly ; and it was giuen out , that he was 
taken vpinto heaven, and that from thenceforth in fteed of a good king; 
he would be agraciotis god vnto the Romains :So SEMIR AMIS, ha- 
uing giuen commaundment to all the gouernours of the prouinces of the 
kingdom of Aflyria , that they fhould be obedient to her fonne, as to their 
king, fhe vanifhed fodainly : and it was beleeued,that the was tranflated a- 
mong the Gods. The people of Rome buylded a Temple vnto IVLIVS 
CESAR jneer vntothe place where his body was burned, after his death:and 
worthipped himas a God: thinking that the Comet which arofe then, was 
his foule tranflated into heauen. And if it were lawfull to mingle trueth 
with fables, and diuinitie with humanitie; MOSES (which receiued fo 
much grace and fauour of GOD, as to fpeak vnto him , and to.be chofen 
to bring the children of Ifrael out of the miferable bondageof Pharaoh, and 
to giue them the Law , and forme of liuing ) he was foone after his birth 
expofed ina basket of bulrufhes ,neere to the ritier Nilus,and after miracu- 
loufly faued by the kings daughter ; who brought him vp , and adopted him 
as her fonne: And when he died , and was buried , his fepulture was neuer 
afterwards knowen of any. God by the mouth ofhis Prophet E/ay, calleth 
CYR VS, who founded the kingdom of Perfia , hisking ,two hundred 
yeares before he was borne: promiling to hold his right hand , and to helpe 
him to take the ftrong Cities ;to fubdue mightie Nations ; and to humble 
the kings of the earth: And chofehim amoneft all the Princes of the Gentiles 
to reedifiethe Temple of Ierufalem : and to reftore the people of Ifrael to 
their Countrie,wherhence they had bin driuen out along time. ARS A- 
CES hauing conquered and eftablifhed the kingdom of the Parthians, was 
no lefle celebrated of them , then Ninus and Semiramis of the Affyrians; 
Cyrus of the Perfians ; Alexander of the Macedonians ; Romulus, Tulius 
Cefar , and Auguftus of the Romaines. In remembrance and honour of 
R: 2 whem 
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whom, the fucceeding kings which raigned in that ftate were calledof his - 


name Arfacides ,as the Romain Emperours are called Cefars, and Augu/fes, 
in the honour and memorie‘of Iulius Cefar and Auguftus. 


A COMPARISON. OF- THE ‘ROMAIN 
warfare , with the Parthian, Carthaginian, and <A fyrian. 


“THE militarie exercife of the Carthaginians was principally in-matter 
| ofthefea ; By reafon whereof they made little reckoning of footmen ; 
‘" but gaue fome order for horfemen: becaufe they were ferued by ftran- 
gers,and mercenaries . T he Parthians vfed not any footmen, neither fought 
in any order ;butby skirmifhes confufedly,and vncertainly .On the contra- 
ric, the principall force of the Romaines confifted in their footmen ,and 
they fought clofe in rank and order ; neuer forfaking that place wherein 
they were appointed : refolute to ouercome, or to die. The great cham- 
paignes and large countries, which the Parthians inhabited far from the 
{eas,and wherethere are but few riuers, being far diftant one from another, 
were verie fit for their horfemen to run {wiftly , from one fide to thother : 
Where on the contrarie, the Romaines being laden with armes , couldnot 
keeping their order, make haft without damage, in fuch places wherethey 
found neither vittailes nor waters. Who by militarie difciplineand exercife 
furmounted the multitude of the Gaules, the greatnes of the Germains,the 
ftrength of the Spaniards , the riches and cauteles of the Africans ; the 
wifdome and fubtelties of the Grecians : albeit they were lefle in all things 
then thefe Nations , fauing in the art, and exercife of warre. And hauing 
gotten the feignorie of a sa part of the world , when their Empire was 
mounted vp to the higheft of the wheele, in the time of Auguftus; it began 
then to turne ,and to go downwards : when the Citizens of Rome were 
left’ out of the hoftes which theEmperours gathered; and that they relied 
on the force of the mercenaries ; and of fuch asthey had before ouercome. 
And howbeit the great vertues which were in Auguftus, and his good wit, 
preferued and vpheld the Maieftie of the Empire, as long as heliued;; yer 
his fucceffours learned of him to intertaine others in pay , befides the Ro- 
maines ; as Gothes , Lombards, Germains , Frenchmen, Spaniards , and. 
others ; whereof came the ruyne of Rome : for afmuch as the Empe- 
rours following kept an hoft of ftrangers, called the Pretorian ,neere the 
walls of the Citie of Rome: which maner, albeit at the firft it feemed for 
their aduantage ; yet in the end it was their ouerthrow . For this number 
of fouldiersdifpofed of the Imperiall dignitie at their pleafure ; beeing ar- 
med in the place againft naked ,and vnarmed people. Alfo the other ar- 
mies which were in Gaule , Germanie, Pannonie, Suria, Afticke, and elf- 
where, would be ofau€thoritie;whiles thoneof them named one to beEm- 
perour, and an othernamed another: in fomuch that there were fometimes 
two or three pretéding at onetime: whothinking echto confumethe gare 
con{u- 
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confumed the Empire; which hadcoft fomuch in the obtaining . Bur confi- 
dering that almoft all the Emperours were of ftrange Nations; as alfo the 
fouldiers which had createdthem: that made them to careé leflefor the con- 
feruing of it,thenif they had bin borneofthe Citie. T hen afwelthofe which 
were elected Emperours, as they which had chofen them, marchedagainf#t 
the Citie, with the fame mind, asthey would againft their enemies: doing 
in thefechanges many {poiles and murthers;.a{well onthe Emperours them- 
felues ;as onthe Senatours, and other great perfons. Whereas ifthe inftitu- 
tion which the Romains had,in'the time whiles their vertueliued,had bin 
ftill maintained , (which was to make their warres with their owne people, 
and not to hire ftrangers ; nor to admit their neighbours or allies into their 
campe in greater numberthen they were themfelues ) their Empite had not 
bin diuided ; neither tran{ported out of their hands : neither their Cirie many 
times deftroied and abandoned, as it hath bin. For by mainraining their for- 
mer maner of iighting, they fhould haue auoided all thefe inconueniences; 
and haue comen alwaies happely to a good end of all their enterprifes : as 
they didas long asthey were ferued of their-owné Citizens. 

Moreouer ; the Romains failed greatlyin the intertaining of their ordi- 
narie armies; and prolonging of general militarie charges: which fault was 
a great furtheranceto the overthrow of the common wealth ,and deftruc- 
tion ofthe Empire. But thekirigsot Aflyria changed euery yearetheir ar- 
mies; and their Lieutenants generall :prouiding wifely by fuch changing, 
that the fouldiers and, Captaines,,could not fo readily vnite themfelues one 
withthe other , to confpire againft them. For the people that are continu- 
ally exercifed in armes:, and hardned vnto labour, are more couragious ; and 
the.Captaines which commaund alwaies over the fameatmies ,make them 
partial ro themfelues; and draw them oftentimes fromthe obedienceof their 
common wealth, or the feruice of their Prince: as’ it hath bin difcourfed 
more atlarge before, {peakingof the Aflyrians: 2 gf) 

. Befides ,they yet madeéan other fault,no leffethen the former: changing 


the fimplicitie of the Romains; into the proud ceremonie of thebarbarous _ 


kings. For whereas the firft Emperours accomodated themfelues to the Ro- 
maine libertie, nordiffering fromeéther Lords ; but by at Gthoritie ,andobe- 
diencewhich was borne towards:them: wertt-vnto the warres ; conducted 
theirsatmies; conqiiered Countries; tooke fortreffes ; bearing all trauailes 
indifferently with their men'of armes; whointhey called) fellow-fouldiers: 
the later thinking | hat to live ih delights sand idleneffe, was the foucraigne 
bliffe:and happinefle} thut vp therhfelues iif cheirpallaces’; and feparated 
themfelues as much as they could! from the-fight of men); feeing and hearing 
little ymaking of themfelues Gods inuifible pot feldomfeene ; and-would 
be worthipped for furch; to thé énd to bémore venerable yafter the:maner 
of the kings of Aflyria,Perfia, and Parthia: and tookeaccowne of lawrel; a 
diademe of gold ,.a feat and {ceprér of Tuorie, hofe, girdles, and other ap- 
parélf laden with precious ftonesiyand going: forth inthis pompous habite, 
SOD ; R 3 enuire- 
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enuironed with xxiiij, LiGtours with fagots and axes, and with the traine 
of their pretorian fouldiers , they caufed a torch or firebrand tobe caried 
before them , and gold fand which was‘brought from far ,to be fowed in 
their way where they fhould paffe , difdayning to touch the bare ground, 
whereon other men didtread : In fuch fort, that defiring to feeme morethen 
men , they became leffe then men; their arrogancie on the one fide making 
them odious , and their cowardize on the other fide contemptible : and 
by the euill opinion which was held of their life , and little power, they 
gauicoccafion to men to confpire againft them , to kill them, or driuie them 
away. 


A COMPARISON OF THE LEAR- 
ning , andother knowledge of the Romaines, with that of 
the Greekes 5 Egiptians, and Chaldeesy 


Auing compared the Romain power , and warfare, with the moft fa- 
“| mous of the former Nations : we will after thefame maner alfocom- 
pare the Learwing of the Romaines, with that of the Greekes, Egip= 
tians, and Chaldees. As learning then came firft from the Barbarians to the 
_ Grecians: and from the Grecians to the Italians ; by occafion hereof the 
Italians in the deep {ciences,, haue alwaies vied the inuentions of ftrangers: 
or if of themfelues they have written anything, there hath bin but litle 
foundnestherin. PLINIE writing his natural hiftorie,put his truftin thofe 
autors,of whom hereceiued the matters:without verifying of them.COR- 
NELIVS CELSVS aman of reafonable vnderftanding, hauing written of al 
fciences,hath onely caried away this praife,to be reputed to know al things: 
and in that which he hath written of Phyficke,there is nothing to be ac- 
counted of , but the Latin , fuch'as was in his time. The moft that is prai- 
fed-inS ENEC A is, that he fharply reprehendeth the vices ; fhowin 
himfelfe for the reft little Methodical ;:and°fomewhat negligent in: thofe 
_ matters whic hee handleth »relying on fuch as gathered est 5 for the 
edeth of them:|C CER O 5iwho boafteth that he hath ioyned Philofo- 
phie:, and eloquence of pleading together (@which no Grecian had done 
befere-him) heis reckoned abetter Oratour then a Philofopher: hauing 
handled certaine places of philofophie rather for oftentation, then for doc- 
tripe or inftitution. And MARC’ V ARR O (whois held the moftlear- 
ned of the Romainés) began Philofophie; more'to ftir vp others , then to 
inf them ras thefameiCicero wimefleth.. © 2s 5 uis ins“ 
bo M LR GI Litnodeftlyaduowing the Greekes tobebetter Oratours; Po: 
ets, Painters, Statuaries,andwreftlers ; and thé: Chaldees and Egiptrans bet- 
te Aftrologers; Geometricians, and Arithmeticians ; and that ether ftrangers 
did excelin other difciplinés :heaffirmeth; that the true art’of the Romaine 
is ,to fubduethe proud ; and tobe pitiful tothofe that fubmit themfelues. 
~OLLUES SA Cicero 
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Cicero fpeaketh morebrau ely;not confenting tomakethe Latins equat with 
the Greekes ard others: but preferreth them in many things,as in the preface 
of his Tufculans, where he writeththus. My Iudgementhath alwaies bin 
that our men either haue of themfelues better inuenced then the Grecians;or 
haue bettered whatfoeuer they borowedofthem: for we hauetheir: maners, 
and fafhions of life, their domeftical, and familiar affaires better, aud feem- 
lier ordered. And touching the common wealth, our aunceftours haue fra- 
med and gouerned it with much better Lawes and inftitutions. Whar fhall I 
fay of warfare? in which vertue ourmen haue much excelled; and yet more 
in good difcipline. Inregard of other things which they haue gotten by na- 
ture, and not by learning; they ought not tobee compared neither with the 
Greeks;nor with any other fation. Wherewas ever {uch grauity, fuch con- 
-ftancy,{tich courage, honefty, faith, and fuch excellent vertue in allkinds, as 
may be comparedto thatofour aunceftours ? Greece furmounted vs before 
intearning, and all kind of knowledge: wherein it was ealie to overcome | 
fich as madé no refiftance. Forthe P oets being the moft auncient in learning va 
amongftthe Grecians(confidering that Homer, and Heltodus were before 
thebuilding of Rome; and Archilochusintheraigne of Romulus) we haue 
Poetriemore fately.For about foure hundredand ten yeres after Rome was im | 

built; Liuie publifhed a comedy, when C. Claudiusthe fon of himthat was 

blind, and Mark Tuditan were Confuls; ayere before the birth of Ennius: | 
who wasauncienter then Plautus and Neutus. The Poets then were but of aa 

lateknowen,and receaued of vs: although it bee written in the originaries, M4 
how people being at thetable, were wont to fing tothe flurethe vertues of re- 
nowmed parfons. Notwithftanding the oration of Cato fhoweth that this 
thing was but of fmall account; wherein he reproched vnto Mareus Nobilts 

thar ie caried with him Poets into his prouince: becaufethis Conful had En- 

nius with him into Etolia,as weknow.Wherefore by how much thelefle ho- 
nour they gaue vnto Poets;their ftudies were fomuch thelefle. But this net- 
withftanding;ifariy endewed with great wits haue given themfelues therun- 
to,they haue nolefle aunfwered the glory ofthe Greeks. If Fabius a man of 
great nobility had bin'praifed for painting wel it isto bethoughtther hadbin 
amongft vs many Polycletes,and Parrhafies, Honour nourifheth arts, and all 
are ftirred vpto ftudy with glory;and thofe things alwaies remain vatouched 
which of al mesare reproued. The Greeks efteemed much of theknowledge 
of finging, and playing on Inftruments: wherefore it is faidthat Epaminon- 
das (in my opinion the firft man of Greece) could very wel play on the Lute. 
And Themiftocles fome yeres before hauing refuled the hatpe, was accoun- 
ted the moreignorant: Then the Muficians florifhed in Greece, and eue- 
rie ohelearned Mulicke; and he which was ignorant therein, was accoun- 
ted the leffe learned . Geometry was in great honour amongeft them; and 
therefore there wasno thing more refpected, then the Mathematickes: But 
weelraue moderated thele arts by the vtility ofnumbring , and mealuring. 
On the contrary wee haue eftfoones receaued the Oratour; bareet ee 
. eatned 
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fearnéd at the firft; yet aptto fpeake: andafterwards learned. For it is. writ- 
ten, that Galba, African, and Lelius were learned; and Catoftudious, who 
was beforethem. Phen Lepidiis, Carbo,and the Gracthes.And finally com- 
ming toour age; we haue had:fuch ftoreof learned. men , that we'yeeld not 
mach,or rather nothing atall, tothe Grecians. Philofophy hathbin’ omit- 
ted vnull this ime (hauing mot yet receauied: any light from Latin fetters) 
which we muft beautifie, andbringto light: wherein we oughtto take fo 
mitich the more paines, becaule itis {aid that there are many Latin lookes 
written inconfiderately,by good andhoneft: parfons; butyer not fuflicient- 
ly learned. HO boot ni 

2 The fame cicero in his fourth Tufculane, Asin many places (faieth he) 
[haueaccuftomed to admire the good wits ahd vertues of our men; fo I 
chiefly admirethem inthefe ftudies:which being very lately defired of them, 
hauiebin tranfported out of Greece into this Citie. For the aufpices, ceremo- 
mies , comices,appellations,counfailes of the fathers , the orders. of foore- 
men,and of horfemen, and of the whole warfare being from the beginning 
of the citiebyroyall lawes, and inftitutions diuinely ordained: Surely then 


when the common wealth was delivered. from the domination of kinges, it 


madean admirable increafe,and an incredible courfe inall excellence. Con- 
fidering then theftudies of learning; manyreafons make methinkethat they 
~ hauealfo binbrought from elfe-where: and not onely bin defired; but alfo 
conferued, and refined. How many and what excellent Poets haue here bin 
in alittle time? and what Oratours? In fuch fortas it appeareth that our 
men haue eafily attained to all things whenthey haue bin defirous ofthem. 
‘The ftidie of wiledomehath bin of auncienttime amongft them: Yer doel 
not find any tharmay be called wife-men before the age of Lelius;:andSci- 
pio. While they were yet but yong,I feethat Diogenes the Stoick , and Car- 
neadesthe Academick, were fent Ambaffadours by the Athenians to our fe- 
nate;and how thatneither of them before had handled any publick affaires; 
and thone was a Cyrenian, &thother a Babylonian : andthat they never had 
bin také out of thefcholes & chofen vnto this charge;if at that timethere had 
bis any learning in thofe that were chief of the citie. Who writing in diuers 
profefsions,fome of them handled ciuile Lawe; others made Orations or Hi- 
flories, reprefenting the do€trine of good life ; the moft venerable of all o- 
thers: and more by example of lifethen by writing. Then in this true, and 
elegant Philofophy (which began in Socrates ,and hath remained amoneft 
the Peripateticks and Stoicks, which fay the felfe fame thing, but after adi= 
uers maner, and the Academickes endeuouring to decide their differents) 
there are not any Latin writers ; orifthere be fome,they are bur a fmallnum- 
ber? as well byreafon of the greatnefle of the matters; as of the hinderan= 
ces of'men; or becaufe they thought themnot to bee approued of theig+ 
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A COMPARISON OF THE -LATLN 
“of «) cauthours , with the Greeke: and namely of Cicero i 
with Demosthenes. | 


the Greeke: Firft touching Heroicalt poelie, he giueth the feconde 
} praife vnto Virgil, fingularly admiring the happie, and eafie natu- 
fall vaineof Homer; and in Virgil his diligence, andcurious ymitation. In 
_.an Elegiehe liketh wel of T ibullus and:Propertius, whom hee compareth 
-with the Greeke Elegiacks. Concerning the Lyrickes,he accounteth Horace 
thechiefeof allthe Latins,and almoftalonedeferuing to beread. He confef- 
feth,Pindarus isnot ymitable. That the Latin Tragedie attaineth not to the 
gratlity of Sophocles,and Euripides. Andthe Comedy yet leffeto the Attick 
grace,and eloquence. No Latin Poet hath made any Iambicke or Dithyram- 
bicke worke. TheSatyre is altogither Latin. | 

The Latins were happier in Hiftorie,then in Poefie: Saluft being nothing 
inferiourto Thucydides, and Liuieto Herodotus, oi 

But touching Eloquence Cicero maketh this iudgement of Demofthenes, 
and himfelfe. Demofthenes perfecteth many things; and I beginthem. You 
may iudge that he is able, and that Iam willing :and that hedeclareth him 
felfe according asthe matter requireth. But he was excellent,andfucceeded 
vnto excellent perfonages; and there weremany great Oratours in his time. 
Wee fhould haue done very much in comming in any fortto that which 
wee pretended, inthe place where as Antony thought, neuenany eloquent 
man had bin heard. | 

It is certainethatthefetwo Oratours, werevery like intheir Inuentions, 
and difpofitions, keeping the fame order, and the fame maner of diuiding, 
preparing, and prouing: But they were different in elocution,and in affecti- 
ons. Oneis more ftriat,the other more abundant: The one concludeth in 
fewer words; T hother difputeth more at large. T hone is more fharpe:andthe 
other for the moft parte graue.One can takenothing from thone;nor add any 
thing to the other.In briefe, there is more diligence in Demofthenes: and 
more naturein Cicero: It was forbidden in Athens to vfe any proemes or 
epilogues ; and it was notlawful in peroring to moue affections; Byrea- 
fon theo Demofthenes herein is inferiour:Butthe Greek tongue which he 
vied, is richer and pleafanter thenthe Latin. 

Moreouer he that would enquire what perfonages they were, and howe 
they liued; he (hal! findetheir liues, and fortunes very like. Firft of al, both 
the one and the other came from meane place, to great authoritie. They 
wete both banithed their cities ; and after called backe with great honour. 
They vndertookequarrelles againftmightie Lords; into whofe hands they 
fell: and died with the libertie oftheir Citizens. T he excellent Poets liuing at 
reftand folitarie, being remoued fronr publickeaffaires , haue oes san 

appely. 


Oi: intilian who came after Cicero,comparing the Latin authours with 


ale “god > ae 

= 3 yr ? 

Z 5 iy oi oe 

J : SAL ae wrk 
ER ee PRE bh oF te 


peepee 
"0 25 7 HETS ‘EY E NOTH ABOUOKE FO 
happely. But belides their forefaid fimilitudes, anddifferences; I finde that 
Demofthenes employed wholly althéfence and {eience whichhe had either 
of nature, or gotten by, art of Khetorick;and thathe furpaffed in force, and 
vertue of eloquence all the Oratoursofhis time, and in grauitie, and mag- 
nificence offtile, all thofe which wrote onely for fhowe, and oftentation; 


andin exquilite art,and diligence,all the Sophifters‘of Greece, and the Ma-— 


fters of Rhetorick, Andthat Cicerowas as wellféen inmany {ciences, asa 
ftarefman.mightbe; being often emploied in priuate, and publicke; ciuile, 
aid criminall affaires: .as.may be knowen by many:Philofophicall bookes 
whichrhe hath written of his owne inuention ; after the marier ‘of the Aca- 
demick:Philofophers : and {eeneby his Orations,.in which he fought occa- 
fions;.as he went,to fhow that he was learned. Alfo in their ftiles may be 
found fome fhadowe of their natural difpofition; for the tile of Demofthe- 
nes hathnothing tending to fport or mirth; butiseuery where ftricte; and 
there isnothing in it but pricketh tothe purpofe,fauouring of great trauaile, 
with aufterity and fharpenes of nature: whereas Cicero vied oftentimes to 
icit, euen almoftlikea lefter or pleafant companion;and tourning in his plea- 
dings matters of confequence into game,and Jaughter, becaufe it camefom- 
whattd hispurpofe; he fometimes torgat the duietie belonging to a perfo- 
nageof gtauity, fuch as he was. Moreouer, one may feein their workes and 


compofitions, thatthe one fpeaketh foberly in his owne praife, fothatnone . 


could take offencethereat; and never but on ivft occafion, in regard of fome 
matter of confequence;, and is otherwife very modeft and f paring to fpeakeof 
him felfe : Contrariwifethe vnmeaturable repetitions of the felfe fame things 
which Cicero vfed commonly in his orations, thowed an excefsiue defire of 
glory. And moreouer he praifed not only his owne deedes; but alfo the ora- 
tions,which hehad written or pronounced: asif he had bin toconteft with 


fome {cholafticall R hetorician ; andnot to redrefle and reforme the people _ 
of Rome. Forto defire glory for his fairefpeaking , or (which is worle) | 


to beg it, is anact ofabale minde. And thereforein this part, wemuft con- 
felle that Demofthenesis more graue, and more magnanimous: who him- 
felfe {aid thatal his eloquence was buta rote gotten by long exercife; which 
had yet need of Auditours that would heare it paciently:and that heefteemed 
them foolifhand impertinent(as indeed ‘they are) which glorifie themfelues; 


THE ROMAINE KNOW 
ledge in Lawe, Sins! ft. 


“ Oncerning the knowledge ofthe LAWS (which held the fecond place 
Ge Romenext after eloquence) ithath bin wholy R omain,and Italian. 
For in other wel ordered couttreyes,and common weales it is not found 
thattherewereanythat made, onely profefsion of ciuile Law. The Atheni- 
ans,and Lacedemonians(fromwhom the Lawes were brought vnto Rome) 
neuer vied any fuch: neither the Egyptians, Aflyrians, Perfians, Carthagi- 
3 nians, 
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nians, Macedonians ; Parthians; and others whofe feigniories weremightié 
andwelgouerned. met ghirinel Yo. Bei padigonond 

-._ Thefemen vnderftanding therights and cuftomes, which particular men 
vied in the citie, and the ftiles of pleading, they gane-counfaile touching 
mearie matters,and (howed how caufes wereto behandled j and Proceffe to 
be fued out ; the maner of profecuting a@tions; of propofing exceprions,de- 
maunding delaies, licences, and defaults, fraining of complaints, anfweres, 
replyes; faluations; aduertifments; of making inqueftes, and informations; 
judging definitiuely,and executing'of iudgements: whofeauthoritiecameto 
befo preat at Rome,and thoroughoutItaly that there was madenoteftament, 
obligation, bargaine, tranfaction, contrat, refcifsion, or other deed of im- 
portance; without communicating of it to: them. And they came not onely 
tothem about, cafesconcerning the ciuile Law : but alfo for all affaires,and 

_ dueties. ;They gaue counfaileto the Emperours; tothe fenate, tothe affem- 
blies of people, and intheir ftiendes cautes: T hey. were called:on, -and vied 
-borhin peace,and war. By reafon whereof they were called Prudentes wile- 
men; and there art Lurifprudentia, the wifdome of the Lawe; foras much 
as their profefsion could not be conducted, without great wifedome:with: 
out,hauing feene, heard, red, and knowen much; without knowledge of 
antiquitie, without vnderftanding the common difpofition of mankind; the 
natureof right, and of equitie ; without obferuing the mandts of many na= 
tions, and {pecially of their owne; T hey wrote infinitely in their-profefsi- 
ons: their bookes being abolifhed bythe Emperour Iuftinian ; after he had 
caufedthe Pandects to be gathered that are yet remaining. Whichhath bin 
agreat lofle both to this art and tothe Latin tongue; none of the auncient 
writers being left but certaineragges, and (hreddes euill fowed togither,and 
difpofed. Their true office was to expoundethe meaning of the Pretorian 
edicts, conftitutions of the Senate,decrees of the people, ordinances of prin- 
ces, and other lawes; to fhow the reafon of ech of them; to aduertife which 
ofthem oe to bekept,or renewed, or abrogated; according ta the times, 
places, parfons,and other citcuimftances. b | | 


A COMPARISON OF THE LATIN 
|, tongue, withthe Greeke, 


\ Li the Latin authours haue complained of the want of their tongue, 
Peoaring ittobepoore inrefpect of the Greeke: in the which more 
perfonshad written, & of mo things. Cicero inhis T#/culanes, fayth that 
the Greek tongeis richer then the Latin; & in his firft De fizibws,that the Latin 
was fo far from being poore,that itis richer thé the Greek: albeit that writing 
of philofophy, he findeth enoughto do tomakenew words correfpondent to 
the Greek, peculiar to eueryart,or (peculation;& affeCted by the philofophers: 
being the firft,or at left he that hath inuented moft; tourning fome by tranflati- 
ons,& others in fuch termes as he could. Theodore Gaza(a Greek by a 
| ue 
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- but very well feene both in the Greeke; and Latin tongues, as anythat hath 
bin fithencethe reftitution of learning ) aftirmeth thatthe Latin tongue is 


fufficienttoreprefenteuery Greeke word and fentence; and thatthey which - 


cannottournethe Greeke into Latinj doe indeuour to fhadowetheir igno- 
rarice by the poorenesiof the rongtie: Notwithftanding Quintilian doth not 
diflemblethat {carfitie whereinto theauncients were talne; by the ferupu- 


lous feveritie; which they vfed in their fpeach: And without difficultieac-_ 


knowledgeththe Latin, tobee rougher in gS lage ; and-harder to 
ioine or deriule wordes+ whereinthée Greeke is happy and pleafanr. The 
_Grecke, andthe Latin, haue their fillables long and fhort ; and verfification 
- alike: which other tongues: haue not’ fo well. The Greeke hath articles; 
andthe Latinhathnot: but vfeth names without any welt or garde (as one 
may fay) or any kind of addition: and we muft not meruaile thereat , confi- 
dering that Homer (whoin verfe excelleth all others) put articles vnto few 
names: as ifthey were handles for veflels that hadneed of them, or gio 
vpon morions. Cicero inhis Oration for the Poet'Archias,fayth that the 
Grecke writings were read'amoneft all nations; andthe Latin were fhut vp 
in very ftraight limits: On the contrary,Plurarchin his Platonicall quefti- 
onsaftirmeth that in histime,almoftall the world viedthe R omain language: 
The Cardinal! Adrian, who hath written of the Latin tongue, giveth it foure 
times; the moft auncient, the auncient, the perfect,and the vnperfedt: fetch- 


ing the moft auncient fromthebeginning of Rome, to the time of Liuius 


Andronicus ; andthe auncient from this Liuie, ynto Cicero, in wholetime 
it was perfect; And thevnperfed, after Cicero ; for incontinently vnder Au- 
guftusit began to lofehis natural! puritie, and elegancy; and perifhed by lit- 
tle and little with the maiefty of theEmpire: Till atlaft they left {peaking ir, 
& in fteed therof fucceededthe Italian,which is fpoken at this day.Likewife 
the Greeke florifhed , with the learning and power of Greece, tillthe time 
of Philip, and Alexander: when it fell from his natural propriety, and elegan- 
cie: diminifhing from'thattime forward with the liberty of the countrey: 
and engendring by proces of yeresthe vulgar Greeke of this Cette 

being mingled with theRomaine, Turkith, and Arabian: {1- 

-» thence that the countrey hathbin poffeffed by the — 
Turkes Mahometifts: whereof we haue 

largely fpokeninthedifcourfe 
of Tongues. 7 


The end of the Jeuen as : 
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OF THE RELIGION, POWER, KNO w- 
| ledge cp other excellence of the Arabians or.Sarafenssandother Mabometifts, 
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» S the progrefle which armes; learning, and pietie; haue 
2 § had hitherto, hath binfummarily declared in the two 
am (©) laftbookes: hence forwarde fhall be another propofed, 
19 ofthereligion; power; knowledge, and other excel- 

“,\ lence of the Arabians, or Sarafens; which requirethno 
X&S leffe deduction then the former. In the meane time 
Sd ENVIS whilesthe Empire was afflided bythe barbarous. nati- 
ons, and Chriftendome troubled with heretickes ; theSarazenstran{ported 
to them feluesthe honour of armes; and of learning.For whereas the church. 
deuided by the Arrians, Neftorians, Manichees, Donatifts, and Pelagians; 
had loft much of her integrity:-T henthe Empire in the Eaft being vexed 
by the Perfians; inthe Welt, andSouth, by the Gothes, Viandales, Alanes, 
ane ad Lumbards; and confequently the light oflearning extinguifhed: 


€ % 


a 


in fucha.confufion the people grieued,and wearied with fo many troubles; 
harkned themore’eafily vnto Mahomet, whenhe began. to publith hislaw. 
Which was fo plaufible, in hatred of the former contentions,that it yas eft- 
foones receaued into many regions. In fo muchthat the. followers thereof 
haue by fuccelsion of time pofleffed both: Afia, and Africke, and a great 
part of Europe; making them-felues Mafters of the beft Countries of the 
world; out of which they banifhed the ghofpell, to giue placé to their Al- 
corati? whichthe greateft part of mankinde now followeth ; {peaking the 
Arabian tongucin the affaires of religion, -and thedifciplines,cuenasLatin 
is vied inte partes. So hauing ended fomany conqueftes ; and fubdued; 
innumerable nations,they applied their felues to learning; becomming bythe 


quicknes & fharpnes of their wits:very learned in philofophy Philick,Aftro-~ 


logy, Geometry, & other arts. Bymeanes wherof they gotintheir tourné great 
reputation, in the exercifeofarmes, & knowledge of learning. And asthatvn- 
meafurdble power of theirs extended into diuers countries; fo haue they had 
many valiant Captaines and famous princes for the conduct of their affaires.. 
Bur there isnone morerenowmeéd then MAHOMET ,theauthour of the AL, 
coranandfounderofthe Sarazen Empire, who being borne.ofan obfcure, & 
ore parétage,cametogreat riches,power, & authority,taking himfelfethe 
Frepsbie of mankind;& making the people beleeue,that he wasthe prophet 
and meffenger of Ged. His fuccellors were Eubocara, Homar, Odmen;Hali, 
Alharen, Moaui,lefid,& the Caliphes,who profpered merneiloufly ina little 
time withthofe begitmings which Mahomet had.giuen them ; {preading far 
& wide togither with their dominion,the Assbian language,& religigiatolt 
bag. . I — fhing 
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fhing in thofe countries which they conquered,the Greek, Latin, Punitk, & 


olater of religion; poore of fortune; prefiiptious of vnderftadings. 
ignorant of learning; & renowmed for vilanies. That at his beginning he was: 
4 Marchant, & a'driuer of Camels; & afterwards being enriched bythemari- 
age of arich widow,becamea Captaine,& had chargeof the Arabians wnder: 
the Eniperor Heraclitis.In which feruicehe found meanes to get him ee 
ius Reeds yan 


trier? ani 
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and authoritie.For whereas the fourethou fand Arabians , which ferued He- 


raclius had required to have the military garment giuen them,as wel as tothe . 


other mea of warjan Eunuche whowas.[’realurer at this vahappy time an- 
fweredthemsthat the garment which wasreferuediorthe Romain Souldior 
ought norto be giuen toidoges.Whichthey taking in {corne, felto mutinie, 
and withthe fame difdaine incenfed the reft of thatnation. ['o whom Maho: 
met joyning him felfe prouokedthem farther,and,confrmed them inthis re: 
bellion. F hea washe chofen thechiefetaineby one parte of them, as in fedi- 
cions they are wont to, be chofen, that {upport the multicude.in their cuill 
countels, and blame their fuperious. Many-de(pifed.in him the bafenes of his 
ftock,and pouertie of his former life. Burto watrant himfelfe from this con- 
tempt(as itis eafietowardsthe fimple,and ignorant multitude, ) hevfed from 
thar time forward a pretext of diuinity in his aCtios; calling himfelfe no more 
a Captaine chofenby military fauour, but theprophet and meflenger of al- 
mighty God:tothend that vader colour ofthis impofture,al men fhould obey 
him the more willingly. And whereas he fell oftentimes of thefalling euil,to 
excufe himlelfe ofthis difeafe,he affirmed thatthe Angell Gabriel fpake vnto 
‘him,and brought him the Law: which he publithed, as fpoken by the mouth 
of God, and reuealed from abouey albeit it be ful of iniquitieand of lies, He 
galie mento vnderftand that God firft fent Moifes vnto mankinde, then LE- 
SVS CHRIST with miracles,andbecaufethey had not obeyed him,that 
he fent at that time Mahomet with ftrong hand, tothe end that firch as were 
notmoued by miracles fhould be conftrained by armes . And that the Mofai- 
eal, and Chriftian law beingto rigorous,he was fentto foften them, by the 
publication of more ealie prece pts. T hat there fhould come no other meflen- 
ger, and that he wasthelaft, that was foretolde by Chriftin theghofpel.And 
{o hath eftablithed a new fect and moft pernicious, mingled of the old, and 
new teftament, whereof he hath peruerted many places,endeuiouring to fub- 
‘uert the holy Trinity,andto abolith the diuinity of Jefus Chrift,and the mi- 
fteries ofhis death, pafsion,and refurrection. | 
- Butthofe of his tideywhich wilbe called eMtu/ulmans doefpeakem uch 0- 
therwile, and do exalt him infinitely: as the moft excellent parfonage of the 
world,hatting malicioufly inuented many lies of his pretended excellency, to 
make himthe more admirable , and todrawe the more people.to his beliefe. 
Amoneft others they hauedreamedofa pro sherrcallight, w hich-appeared 
firftin Adam,then was continued from prophet to prophet, vatil Mahomet: 
fhyning if their faces euenas the fan in faire weather, and the moonewhen 
tis full’ Thatas fooneas anew prophet was conceitied, it paffed fromthe 
husbandto the wife, and thechild borne of her; andremained with him, til 
being waxen great he had ingendred an other. Asfoon then faith he, as Adanr 
was created, asheftood vp hisbraine fhakedjand madeanoileas the leaues 
do which are fhaken with the wind; and that Adam wondring thereat,God 
faid vnto him; T he found which thou haft heard; and whereat thou meruai- 
Jeft,is the figne of the prophets,and: meflengers which fkail preach my com- 
572 mandements: 
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- thandements:and thereforethou {halt take heed, that the fame feed of lighibe 
~ Norput, but intoa cleanéwoibe, Arid when he had ingendred Seth (who 


isthe father ofthe prophets; and the chiefeof the tHieflengers of God) atthe 
inftantthat light pafled from the face’of Adam, into%he face of Eve ;;who 
while fhe was with child, fhined in fuch fort, that thé birdes of the'aire; and 
beaftes of the earth, wondered atthe beauty and briohtnes of her fadevidam 
himfelfe was aftonied therewith. Euery day the Angelsfaluting her,broughr 
her odours of Paradice, till fiich timeas thee brought forthi’Seth dione; bes 


_-caixe that afore theealwaies had two‘at 4 burden, malé, and female; bro- 


ther and fifter. Seth being borne, cdryed in his face the fhyning of that light, 
which before his mother'bare : which light remainéd ftraight betweene 
heauen and earth,the Angels defcending thereby vpon Seth, and crying als 
Waies; Retoyce thou earth worthy ofthe light of azahomet:on him bee the prater 
‘of God, and the faluation When his father Adam drew neereto his end, he 
declared vnto him by his Teftamentthe myftery ofthelight; and the gene- 
alogie ofthe prophetes. Then defcended Gabriel accompained with Ixx. 
thoufand Angels, bearing everieone ofthem a white leafe, anda pen which 
figned the writing, faying that,Hisvoice was exalted , and that the willof cod 
‘was,that theorder of the propheticall generation should be continued.So Seth re- 
‘ceiuedthe writing figned, and was clothed by the Lord, with a doublered 
garment fhyning as the funne, and foftas the violet floure. They affirmed 


_ tharthis light ‘pafled after this maner frorn: Adam to Seth, from Seth to Et 


noch; and from Enoch by continuall fu¢cefsionto Noe, and Sem; thento 
‘Abraham; at whofe birthtwo lights comming outofthe Eaft,and the weft, 
met togither inthe middeft ofthe earth, énlightning the wholeworld inone: 
and the Angels were heard finging, that it was the light of the Prophet 
Mahomet, who fhould be borne of his feede; whofe word fhouldbe inthe 


-vertue.of God.T his light paffed from Abraham to Ifmael,, and from Lmael 


to Amofre,towhom it feemed,that their grew forth of his loines atree,whofe 
branches fhyned,and reached vnto heauen: andthat bythe boughesshereof 


there went white men vp and downes He vnderftood of the deuinours,that 
this hightree fignified a great lignage, which fhould lighten theearth, and - 
‘clime vp into heauen. From Amofre it came to Abdamutalib the Graundfa- 


ther of Mahomet, a perfonage replenifhed with all vertue ; and when-there 
was any drought,as fooneasthis light fhined onthe earth, it prefently rained 
there. An eteplacd proftrated himfelfe before him, & {peaking with the voice 
of aman faid: (Saluation be on you, and onthelightthat fhineth out of your 
reines.Dignity,fame, honour, and vitory be on you, andthar there fkoulde 
proceede forth ofhim a king greater then.al the kings of the earth.An other 


“time fleeping on theftonewhich was placed by Abraham in his Oratorieat 
‘Mecha,he dreamed thatthere iffued out of his reines.a chain parted-in foure, 
-onone fide ftretched toward theEaft, on thother fidetowards the-welt; vp- 
wards as highas heauen, anddowneéwards tothe botome of the depth::and 
that {odainly it was all wound vp togither , and;then changed into’ a great 


herbe, 
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herbe, greeneand florifhing; fuchas wasneuer feene amongeft men. T hatin 
.themeanetimethereftood by himtwo oldemen; towards whom tourning 
he asked them who they were; and they confefled thatthe one ofthem was 
Noe, and thother: Abraham, prophets of the moft high God; andtolde him 
“that out of his reines fhould come a man, by whome the heatien and earth 
- Should beleetic,andall nations fhould be conuerted vnto luftice and trueth, 
The Magicians Sorcerers, & deuinours confpired againft Abdallethefonne 
of Abdamutalib, and father of Mahomet, for to kill him:becaule that al their 
practife was to be ouerthrowen by his feed: andto himwas giuena Tutour, 
asa defender; who feemedas aman,but wasnone: who perpetually watch- 
ing ouer him,tourned away al their mifchieuous deuifes. Alfo thelewes con- 
{pired againfthim, and he was preferuedfrom them by lxx. Angels,which 
feemed men, and were not.Leauitig all other women hewedded Emina; and 
Whenthetime was come which God had forefeen, and prefcribed, to pur 
finally into the worlde thelight ofthe prophet Mahomet , the voice of the 
Lorde was heard, faying: The gates of Paradife fhould be opened, and the inner- 
wioft of his fecret manifested : for it pleafeth me this night totranfport the light of 
my prophet fron the reines of -A bdalle into the wombe of Emina, and that if 
come into the world, T his being done, as Abdatle the I udgeand Lord ofthe 
Arabians , went vntothe houfeof praier, he perceiued.a great light;to ligh- 
ten fromhis houte vp towardes heauen: and byand by he dyed;leauing his 
wife with childe. And within tweluedaies after, Mahomet was borneyT hen 
all Idoles fel, and became blacke. All kingdomes were deftroied front the 
Eaft vnto the Weft, and not one ftood vpright .. Lucifer was caftinto the 
bottome of the fea where he remained fortié daies; and with much a‘doe 
came out therehence: then calling all his fellowes he thewed themthat Ma- 
homet was borne; whowould take away all their power : and therefore 
they fhould determine to corrtptthe worlde with hypocrifie, riotowfres, 
and pleafure. Atthe fame hower God made it to bee vndeérftood thoroueh- 
out heauen and earth that heehad afaithfull,and happy-friend borne vnto 
him. His mother witnefled , that in bearing and bringing him forth in’ her 
child-birth the feltnot any paine at all, andthat from abouethere were fet 
to nourith him, flockes of birdes, with beakes of Emerauldes,and winges 
of hyacinth, wholifting vptheir eies from the Eaft toward the Weft;and 
looking towards the child, perceiued that he was.almoft fledged; and helde 
outhis handes, as it were to pray vitto God.T here came alfoa man clothed 
in white rayment, prefenting him with three keies like vato pearles; which 
heetooke, namely the key of victory, thekey of the lawes and thekey of proe 
phecy: And afterwarde came three perfons with their faces thynine”s of 
whome the firft cariéd a cawderon of Emeraudes, with fotire handles 6f 
peatles well appropriated; and offering it vnto-him faid : This#s the world and 
his foure corners, caft, Weft, North’, and South. Mahomet accepting it all 
it was foretolde him, that hee fhould commaund ouer all the worlde: And 
when this man had wathed him thrice, hee kiffed his ae 
{a S 3 thus; 
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thus: s¢.elad O Mahomet; for that & doa for thee, which hath bin deny- 
ed unto the prophets 5 which farmounteft all in wifedome , and magnanimity? 
cAndthe hey of vittorie being efpecially ginenthce, thou fhalt be without feare; 
and there {hall bee none remayning in the worlde but fhall tell of thy name. And 
then affembled all forts of birdes, the cloudes , and the windes, and. final- 
ly the companies of Angels firiuing forthe nourifhment of the child. The 
birdes aid that they were fitteft: confidering that they could gather fruites 
from ditiers places. The windes,that they could fill him with odours. The 
cloudés that they would nourifh him moft conueniently ; hauing meanes 
to imparte vnto him the fweetenefle of waters. The Angels being angred 
faid, that there remained nothing for them: Buta voice from aboue appea- 
fed thedebate; declaring that he fhould not betaken out of the handes of 
men; and that happie {houlde bee thofe breftes which fhoulde giue him 
fucke ; happiethe handes which fhould handle him; and happiefhould be 
his houfe andhis bed. An alle being almoft famifhed with honger, kneeled 
downe to worthip him; and hauing him on her backe, lift vp her head, and 
went beyond the others, which had gotten before her: And when as euery 
one meruailed thereat, the affe anfwered for her felfe {peaking in the voice 
of man; thus hath God restored me as I perished , and hath raifed me from 
death to life: O if youknew what I beare: Its the feale of the prophets, the Lord 
of the meffengers , better then all the former friends of God. Three men caried 
him yp to.a mountaine, and ript vp his belly, without griefe or harme. 
The firft opened him from the breft vnto the nauell, and wathed his en- 
trailes with fnowe; The feconde cleaued his harte in chemidft,and tooke 
out thereof a blackegraine, faying it was the portion of the deuill The 
third:elenfing the place,made him whole againe. Heewas then thus nou- 
rifhed according to their fabulous faying ; and grewe in fuch forte, that 
hee neuer gaue any caufe of trouble or-griefe to thofe which nourifhed 
him . Seraphin kept him three yeares ; and Gabriel ninteene ; who gaue 
ynto him the Lawe in the fortieth yeare of hisage; and caried him to hea- 
uch: Wherchehcebeing defcended, and_affociated with Eubocara, Haly, 
and-Zaid , hee calleth him {elfe the prophet of God; preaching publick- 
lie. And not onely maketh himfelfe beleeued by his worde; but alfo by 
force; (confidering that the ‘{worde preuaileth more with people , then 
reafon ) fighting often againft his aduerfaries : in fo much thar they rec- . 
kon twentie and two expeditions of his ; hauing bin prefent in perfon at 
nyne ; and in his life time giuen eighteene battailes in which hee obtay- 
ned victorie: conquered «Mecha with the places rounde about; and pol- 
felled the reft of Arabia. Then feeing himfelfe fortified , hee wrote to 
the Princes of other languages, asto the King of Perfia , rhe Emperour of 
the Romaines, the king of Ethiopia, and others ; that they would willing- 
lyreceaue his Law. | rae an 
~ They haue forged many other lies of him like vnto thefe,which I wil pur- 
polely omitt , fearing tedious'prolixity : and leaft in reciting of {candalous 
eh | blafphe- 
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blafphemies,! fhould offend Chriftiani eares . Astouching his death, they fay 
he died of a Plurifie, or of the falling euill the Lxiij. yeare of his age: and 
that hauing foretold in his ficknefle , that the third day after his death he 
{hould be caried into Heauen ;the people expecting it, kept him fo Jong 
that by the ftinch of his carion, they were conftrayned to burie him at aate. 
dina, {urnamed finceof the Prophet. | biod HAs Catt 
Such then wasthe beginning of the Algier of MAHOMET that is to fay: 
of his raigne, which endured ten yeares ; after the which his followers 
do recken their yeares, as we do oursafterthe Natiuitie of Chrift. His pa- 
rents, and fucceffours (continuing the enterprife) haue perfifted till this pre- 
fent, in the publication of that Lawe , by preaching ,and by force: ma- 
king their power verie great arid {preading with their Empire, the Arabian 
religion, and language , almoftin all parts of the habitable earth. Then the 
Mahometifts made arthe beginning great conquefts , vnderthe gouernment 
of one only Lordcalled the Caliphe, which wasking & prieft together, hauing 
the fuperintendence, and conduct of alltheir affaires : concerning not onely 
pietie and iuftice ; but alfo armes and reuenewes; all poffefsions , facred or 
prophane; libertie ,and bondage ; life and death . But.as they increafed in 
countries , fo they éntred into partialities ;and while this {chifme endured, 
they created in Egipt an other Caliphe : leduing him of sagdet, astoo fuper- 
ftitious,and rigorous ; who excommunicated them, and declared them He- 
reticks, The Caliphe of sagdet cothmaunded inall theEaft, And thother of 
Egipt, who diminifhed his authoritie , had but little lands atthe firft: But 
he conquered in procesof time all Barbary; anda great part of Spaine. For 
the Saracens vnder his obedience pafled into Africk ; where they tooke 
Carthage, Maiorca , Minorca; and following theit good fortune ; marched 
as far as Mauritania: And ftill endeuouring to.increafe’, they pafled inte 
Europe , at the perfwafion of an Earle a weftern. Gothe , called Julian; 
who (beeing much moued with the outrage done by King Rodericke 
to his wife ) caufed them to pafle over the fireight of Sebila, and to come 
into Spaine: where at their firt comming they gaue many battailes to the 
Vifigoths ; and in the laff flew all their Nobilitie: In fuch fort ;that Spaine 
came into their poffefsion, all except Efture,and Bifcay.. . 
~The other Saracens failed into Thrace, and held Conftantinople three 
yeares befieged ; which they were conftrained to abandon, being confumed 
by famine and peftilence. on sbniusMietee Miva! OVW 2 
An other time they came into Italie, and hauing feized on Apulia ; they 
ouerran the countrie, as far as the port of Hoftia; and. entring into Rome, 
burned the Churches of the Apoftles, poffeffed the. coaft of Tufcane, of 
Prouince, and Languedock ;{poiled Genua, Auignon,and Narbona; went 
into the gulf of the Adriatick fea;where they ouercame the fleete of the Ve- 
netians . After fo many conqueftsthey promifed théfelues the entier Monar- 
éhie of the whole world. Forhauing vanquifhed theEaft , fubdued Africk, 
ouer- 
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ouercome Italie; and tamed Spaine ; they did northink there were any Na- 
tions , or kings on the earth, which durft vndertake torefift them :making 
accountto fubdue all others in fort fpace, by the onely feare of theirname. 
Ten yeares after they had bin in Spaine, they determined to paffe farther:and 
taking for a good prefage ,therequeft which Eudon the Duke of Aquitaine 
made vnto them, (thinking to find a better, and fairer countrie) they wentto 
the number of fower hundred thoufand into Gafcony ; carrying with them 
their wiues,and children , as ifthey had thevi€toriealready aflured. For fee- 
ing all things atthe firft to fucceed vntothem profperoufly, they became fo 
proud , that they vtterly difdained the Chriftians. T hey had already ouerrun 
and fpoiled all the countrie, as far as Tours’; whither being come with their 
great armie , they were encountred by CHAR LES MARTEL, lea- 
ding the forces of France and Germanie; wherehe difcomfited CCCLxx. 
thoufand ; hauing loft but fifteen hundred of his. It is notremembred that 
theSaracens were euer better chaftized ; or loft fo many braule men,and vali- 
ant Captaines: All pafledthe edge of the fword, euen womenandilittle chil- 
drea. Whiles the Saracens wafted and ouerranthe Gaules ,two Comets ap- 
peared in heauen, for the fpace of fourteen daies ; whereof the one was {een 
in the morning before the fun-rifing ,and thother in the euening after the 
fun was fet: which flaming looked towards the North. There remainedof 
thefe Saracens euen to our time, holding thekingdome of Granado: where 
hence they were driuen out about a hundred yeares fithence ; and cleane ba- 
nifhed Europeby king FERDINAND. Othersremayning in Africk, and 
hauing loft their domination,are diuided into'many S elgnories; and intotwo 
forts of people : whereof thone inhabite the plaines, & the Cities; the other 
wander continually onthe mountaines: They are much fallen from their 
former power and militarie reputation ; andlikewife from their excellencie 
in learning . a | 


A COMPARISON OF MAHOMET |: 
with Lycurgus, Minos, Numa, Zoroaster, Zamolfis, Charondas, 
Zaleucus, Tri{megifius, and other Pagan Lawmakers, M 
or founders of Cities sand Empires, Onn 9 
. Loioft all the auncient Lawmakers, which gaue Lawes and maners of 
ltuing vnto people in diners Countries , and feafons , fayned that they. 
__ werg ferit bythe commaundementof GOD: thinking by this meanes 
to giuetheir Lawes the more authoritie; and to makethem be the eafier re- 
ceitied . And they attributed them vnto the diuinitie vndér different names, 
according to the opinions of the Countries where they were; as Zoroafter 
the Lawgtuer of the Batrians, and of the Perfians,to Horofmades ; Trifme- 
giltus ofthe Egiptians,to Mercury; Zamolfis ofthe Scythians,to Vefta,C ha- 
rondas of the Calcides, to Saturne; Minosofthe Candians,to Iupiter; Numa 
of the Romains toEgeria ; and fuch other perfonages : who hauing to deale 
with rude and rough people, and intending to bring in gteat nouelties ne 
the 
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the gouernmentsoftheir coftriessfained thattheyhiad communication'with: 
the Gods::as if that diction had bin profitablé toithofe whonpthey made fo 
to beleeue. So Mahomet j purpoling to giud:awestorhe ride and groile 
Arabians, lining for the moft part of robberies on the mountaines » made 
them beleeue, thathe receiied-them fiom Gull bythe Angel Gabriel .t0 
make them obey. them themore willingly: \\ ovbyeear, wovew? “4 

Andas Pythagoras had madean Eagle'tameywhich was vfed to come 
downeto him by acertain voice; as fhe few in the aire aboue his head:and 
_ as he:pafledthorough the fee RN aa i histhish to be {een} 

which feemed allo: gold ; andarlany fuchothet debites which are told of 
him, feeming tobe miracles:'So'Mahomer hadtained and tatight a pigéon, 
which: cametocatecorne out of his eare; which todeceitiethe people he 
faid wasthe holie Ghoft, who infpired hinvwith thefe precepts. Almofayt 
founders; or reformers of common weales; and kingdomes;\going about to 
bring innew Jawes,and maners, feized onthe foueraigne force and authori: 
tie;tothe endto fare: and to refraine {uch as. would oppofethem/elues a- 
gainftit: knowing thatfuch alteration couldinotbemade without violence, 
andforce; and that otherwife;they fhould neither haue'bia heard’; nor fol 
lowed So Mahomet, calling ‘himfelfe the Prophet, and meflenger of God; 
fent togiaethe Law vnto men; made himfelfbeleeued , not onely by word,’ 
but alfo by force and fought oftentimes againft his aduet{aties’ Lyctrreus 
referred:all his Lawes to thewarre, and to vidtorie : And: Mahomer all his 
difciplineto fighting and commaunding; placing thefelicirieofman ingreat 
power, and largenés of Empire. Pythagoras was of opinion, that the firtt 
caufe wasnot feniible,nor pafsible; but muifible, & incorniptible;, and one- 
ly intelligible. And: Numa following him, forbad the R omainis;to makethé 
forme of God , liketoanyman, or beaft : in fuch ort ; thatarthe beginning,” 
there wasnot at Romeany Image of God neither painted nor molten. And 
along ume they had notin their. Femplesany ftatue or figure of God} 4c. 
counting it facriledgeto feek toreprefent heatienly thines bythe earthly :(as 
Phuitarch faith ) confidering that it isnot pofsible any way to attaine tothe 
knowledge of thediuinitie, but by the viiderftanding . For the fame reafon; 
Mahomet faith , he forbad all images, and figures of things that haue life:nor 
fuffering in his azo/gedes,or Temples, any corruptible thing: whatlocuet + 
fauing: lampes burning on high all ina rank ; and niatts:below to krieéte’ 
vpon:; that comming thither barefoote , they thould nor hurt them/eluies’ 
with cold. BON 

Solon did write in Greek verfe,the Lawes which hegauetothe Athenians; 
and Mahomet his Alcoranin Arabian meetér,; which is altogether poetical. 
- The Affyrians invented many fictions of their Queene Setniratnis, which 
had built Babylon. The Perfiansiof Cyrus , who founded their kingdome. 
‘he Romains of Romulus, whobegan Rome,andthe R omaimE mpire sto 
theend to make them moreadmirable., But, the Mahomerifts hae exceeded 
the fables ofallthercft in their, Mahomer;exalting him infinitely:as the moft 
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excellent perfonage. ofthe world: andhaue malicioufly inuented many lies 
of his pretended. excellericie, heretofore rchearfed 310 th dto'make him 


more admirable;andto draw themore peopleto his beleefe. ©. ° 
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or Saracens ,compared tothe Romaink.,< Macedonian , Perfiaw)\> 2 

105-03 balv 2ew 4 Parthian Afyrian i and Eviptian; sprounidiv’! Gahot 
ED Linie{peaking of the Arabians, faith: tharthey werenotinferiourtoany 
Pee of theworld. Theyreceimingthe law of Mahomet (whowas of 
their nation) werecalled Saracens ; who in little timeafterthey hadre- 
ceiued this Religion, atchieued great congquefts , fubdued many Regions, 
tooke, and ruinated Townes , wafted countries , ouerthrew kingdoms, and 
namely the Romain Empire.in the Eaft, Butasthey increafed fodainly in do- 
minions , fo they entred into partialities;:and diuided themfeluesvnder two 
Caliphes : whereof the one was eftablifhed at Bagder im Affyria ; commaun- 
ding ouer all the Eaft, thotherin Zespr; who-conquered all thereft of Barba- 
rie with Spaine, Being come bodubh and fo.great power, albeit they were all 
of one.religion,orlittle different (becaufe rhey called one another Schifina- 
ticks ) yet had they notone Empire aunfwering to one foueraigne Monarch, 
and refident in the-capitall Citie of the ftate ;ashad the Aflyrians , Perfians, 
Parthians, and Romains : but being diuided into many Lords,and euilagree= 
ing, they fought the one againft thother ;which was the caufethat made 
them, diminith as fooneas they-were growen vp. For the firft Turks:com- 
ming out ofthe NorthEaft-parts of Afia;:on the differents of the two Cali- 
phes; they, took Perfia fromthem,and poflefled the Caliphat of Bagdet,with 
the better-part ofthe lefler Afia::becomiming Mahometifts. But the Latin 
Chriftians vnder Godfrey. of Bowillon andthe Corafmians ouercame thefe 
.Turks;thenthe Latins & Corafinians being ouercome, the rartarians iftued 
fromthe fame quarter, wherehence the T urks came before: who in an in- 
ftant ouerran a.great part of the North, of the Eaft, andiof theSouth :then 
drawing toward the Welt, they overcame the Ruthenians , Lithuanians, 
Polaques ; and pierced euen into Hungary; Aufirich and Germanie: which 
if they had bin, or were vnited, would make an incomparable powers But 
they.are diuided by hordes of the Procopians, Zauoglans, Nogacians;and 
Corafmians ,the one being gouernedby kings; and the other by common 
weales. igs Ey 


io (ny or Sarafen Learning, with the Greeke, Egiptian ; Chaldaick, 
j isd Pexfian and Romaimyor Latin, 0. Cine d 


S thelleartiing of the Greekes and Rbmaines augmented with their 
£7 \ power ; fodidthat of the ‘Arabians, ot Saracens, And when they were 
~ themoft mightie of the world, then they became moft learned: ‘efpe- 
ies : cially 
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cially inthe décnonftratiue {ciences: Amoneftawhom ‘Auicéfina, Albutiatir! 
Gebber,and Auerrois , got the firft praife. Abi¢en hath bin thé moft vniuer. 
fall of them all ; being eminent in philofophie ifthe Mathematicks, in their 
Theologie;& inthe Arabian poelie: who writing alfo in Phyfick, hath verié | 
well handled (according to the indgement of themoft learned inthis art)the 
fignesand caufes of difeafes ; accomodating vnto them many remedies not 
vnderftood, nor practifed , by the Greeks.and Italians. Auerrois hath lear: 
nedly expounded all Ariftotle. Abumafar vnderltood perfectly al the celeftial 
motions, and their effects: hauing iruented the great coniun¢tions,and many 
other goodly things whichremained yvnknowen vntill his time. Gebbera ye- 
rie expert Mathematician , hath found faults in the demonftrations of Prolo- 
mey his Almagefts. And others in diuers fciences haue inuented many new 
things, or reformed thofe that were inuented before: both Perfians,Syrians, 
Egiptians, Africans and Spaniards, writing in Arabian ; which poflefled the 
(Enotes ofthe Weft, beforethe reftitution ofthe Greek and Latin. Which I 
thought goodto {peak of by the way; that it might be knowen, that all lear- 
ning is not comprifedin thefe two languages, & that the Arabian ought hot 
to be difpifed; which comprehendeth a good part. T hey got fuchtepuration 
in the Mathematicks,that Alphon{usking of Caftile,coing aboutto make his 
Aftronomical tables , had his principal recourfero them ; becaufe that only 
they at that feafon could teach andreftore fuch fciences:to whom he made 
great prefents, to thevalue of fower hundred thoufand Crownes: Imitating 
therein the liberalitieof Alexander , who difburfed the like fumme, to haue 
the natures ofliuing creatures truely.reprefentéd by Ariftotle. But the Cali- 
phes feeing thatthe people too much giuento Philofophie, & to the Mathe- 
maticks , cared but little for their Law ; they fourided Colleges for the intet- 
tainment of teachers, and learners of their Alcoran; and in fome vniuerfitiés, 
they changed the Lectures of philofophie , intothofe of their Law; ordai- 
ning that whofoeuer fromthencefotward;would ftudiethe Alcoran, fhould 
‘in no fort giue himfelfeto Philofophie; which hath madethe exercifesofthe 
‘{ciences to waxe cold in fome places ; but not thorough out :becaufethar ‘at 
‘thisdaythere are found in Perfia,moft learned Philofophers,& Aftrologers. 
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, tongue , with the Greek, Latin ,and Hebrew, | , 
‘4 77 Henthe Greeks and Romains were in their greateft profperitic,and 
j ») rulers ouer many Countries,they fpred thefetwo tongues with their 
».», dominions;& much people learnedto {peak thé:either to pleafethetn 
therwith,or to negociate vith them:thenthe Chriftian religion feruing it ff 
/Withthem,hath preferued & difperfed thé into diuers coittries: yet were they 
neuer vnderftood in fo many places,as the Arabian is now:the which is com- 
‘non toalmoft alt the inhabitants of Afia, Africk,& a third part ofEurope;the 
Affairs ofthe Alcorambeing treatedtherin, which is followed by thone half: ‘ss 
| the 
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the world or more ; and all {ciences. Euenas we vfe Latin in thefe parts, fepa- 
rated from the vulgar tongues, and notvnderftood , but by fuch as haue lear- 


_ nedit in fchooles, It refembleth the Hebrew , Chaldaick ,and Syriack ,in 
this , that itis written asthey are fromtheright hand to the left; with points © 


in fteed of vowels; and hath many words common with them,and the phrafe 
fomewhat neerethem: but peculiar lettersto it felfe, wherin it ismuch diffe- 
rent from the Greck ,and Latin , which are written from the left hand to 
the right. uftisbev 
yas The end of the eizth Booke. 
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THESEQVELE OF THERELIGION 
and power of the Mahomeriits ; as of the firft Turkes, Corafmians , Tartarians, of 
the Souldan , of the Ottoman, and of the Sophy: Where there us mention made 
of the great Cham of Catay; of the King of Narfingue , ofthe Mofco- 
uite ,andof Prefbiter John; ashauing all begun or growen 
up about that time, albeit they haue other Religions, 


.t hxpeninth Bookey. 


W% GE N the different which was between the Caliphes;T he 
@ I VRKS comming out of the Northeaft of Scythia, 

y went into Afia; about the hundreth yeare of the Algier 
5]. 43. of Mahomer;,and after they hada long time wandered, 
BY JF they ftaied in Perfia: whither they came,being called by 
> the Perfians againftthe Arabians andothers ofthe new 


comming thekingdom of Perfia vanquithed, afwell byarmes,as by religions 
and feeing it wasnot pofsible for them torefiftagainft the conquerers, they 
confederated with the Arabians , receiting their Religion. And anon after 
onthe occafion which theytook hold of , they rebelled and feized the Cali- 
phat of sagdet, which they ajong time held. Their power was growen and 


-increafed in fuch fort, that at fuch timeas the Frenchmen,vnderthe conduct 
of Godfrey of Bonillonwentto secouer the holy land, they ruled alreadieouer _ 
~ thebetter part of Afia: Wherehence they were driuen out after many viio- 

ties gottenon themby the Latin Chriftians,bythe Georgians,& Armenians: 


Afterthe departure ofthe Turks the COR ASMIANS feeing the 


-kingdome of Perfia difturnithed of defence’, inuaded it; and created thei 
Seignior,Emperour of Afia: T henvndertaking to pofleffe T urkie,they were 


beaten 


5 ” Religion, which opprefled them. Butfinding attheir . 
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OF THEOVARIETY OF THINGS. Tog 
beaten back ;lofing their Emperour, who was flaine there: andthey.could 
not rife againe, but were by little andlittledefeated. Nr} 

_ And they being deftroied, the T AR T AR TANS beganto be celebra- 
ted in Alia; whocame from the fame quartet , wherehencethe Turkes be: 
fore had come , as appeareth by their language; and fimilitude of maners: 
whofe beginning , progrefle, victories, and conquefts, are more adinirabie, 
then of all the Nations that euer'were before, or afters in greatnes of are 
mies, celeritie of éxpeditions ; fuccelle of battailes , largenes of Seignories, 
foundations of Empires , and maner of liuing , much different from others: 


Firft they inhabited that part of Scythia, whichis beyond the great moun- 


taine of Belgian,towards the Indies:to which placecame the armes of the 
Macedonians vnder the condud of Alexander. And beinga beaftlie people 
without maners,withoutlearning, without religion, liuing on beafts which 
they kept,and nourifhed ,wandring from placeto place, following the com: 
moditie of pafturage ; vnfit for atmes, dilpited of all, and tributaries to theit 
neighbours : yet they increafed fo much,that they were diuidedinto feuen 
principal peoples ;andbegantoliue vnder Captaines, who had the conduat 
of them,and of their affaires ; remaining norwithftandtng ynder the fubiec- 
tion of others : vntilfuch'time as a poore old man, a Smith by his occupation; 
who asthey beleeue was ingendredof the fun-beames)was diuinely ordai- 
ned their firft CHAM , and Emperour . For he faw in his fleepe a man of 
warre, clothed all in white,and mounted ona white horfe, which called him 
by hisname, and faid vntohim, Changs , The will of the immortal God &, 
that thou be the gouernour of the Tartarians and ruler ouer the feuen Nations :to 
the end ;that by thee they may be delinered out of the bondage wherein they hane 
long remayned , andreceine the tributes which they haue bin atcsstomed to pays 
CHAN GV IS was verie gladwhen he had héard the word of God ; and 
told vnto euery one this vifion. But the Captaines dnd chiefe men amongit 
them would not harken to it; but made a ieaft thereof: Till themfeltes the 
night following faw the white man of armes ,andhad fuch a vifion, as he 
had declared vnto them ; who were commaunded from the immortall God, 
tobe obedient to CH A'N G VIS, and to accomplith his commaundments 
in all things. Then being aflembled together, they did their obedience and 
reuerencevnto. him,as to their natural! Lord:’Then they fpred in the midft 
of themablack couering on theground, anda feat on it, wheron they placed 
CHANGVIS, calling himthefirft CHAM , and doing him folemne reue- 
rence with kneeling. Which cuftome (though it be bafe ) hath bin fichence 
obferued by them in confirming oftheir antes : albeitthey haue gorten 
many kingdoms, and infiniteriches, hauing inuefted them(elucs of Afiaand 
Europe; cuien to Hongary,and Aufttich .CH AN GV IS being thus efta- 
blithed Emperour , by the confent of all ; would make trial! whether they 
would obey him faithfully ; commaunding them manythings: And firft chat 
they fhould all beleeue in the immortall God , by whofe grace he was come 
tothe Imperial dignitie Secondly he pa mae thete fhould be madea 


general 
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Alexander the Macedonian , when h 
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penerall viewsof all fuch as were able'to beare armies’; and that the mufter 
being made, there fhould-be appointed 4 Captaineouer ten; ouera thou- 
fand;and ouer ten thoufand ? making the regiment of thisaffembly’.!More- 
ouer he commaunded the forefaid feuen Captains,to bereauethemfelues firft 
oftheir charges,and dignities:T hother commandment.was yet more ftrange, 
by which he inioyned themto bring euery one his eldeft fonne and ech to 
cutoff his head; with his owne hand. And albeit that feemed crueélland vn- 
iufts yet was therenot any thatrefufed it : forafmuch asthey accounted him 
to haue bin appointed their Lord by the diuine prouidence. When he had 


_knowen and proued their good wills, and that they:were readieto obey 


him, euento death ; heafsignedthem acertaine daytomarch forward. And 
from thence-he went againft many Nations ; which he incontinently fub- 
dued : and poffeffed all the lands on this fide of themountain Beleiaa,and in- 
joinedthem without any gain-faying, vntill fuchtime as he had another vi- 
fion: feeing the fame white armed managaine, which faid vnto him: Chay 
guis-Cham; The will of God is, that thoupafse ouer the mountaine Belgian, and se 
towardthe West, where thou shalt conquer kingdomes , feignories ana lands, fu 7 
duing many Nations unto thy Empire, And that thou maith be afsured that it is 
true, and proceedeth from God, which I tell thee ,arife, and go with thy people 
towards that mountaine, to that part which ioyneth on the fea: there thou fhalt 
kueele downe nine times, and. worfhip God wine times; and he which is almightie 


_ Will {bow thee the way which thon maiit go conueniently, According to this vi- 


fion’, Changuis reioicing arofe , and without any doubt (becaufe the firft 
wif being foundtrue, aflured him of the reft) he gatheredtogether all his 
people: commaunding them to follow him withtheir wiues and children, 
and all that they had. Then they went{o long, till they came where the great 
anddeepe {ea toucheth the mountaines;andthere appeared nowaynor paf- 
fage for them , Changuis.as was commaunded him fromthe immortall God 
alighted off his horfe(as did alfo all thereft) and kneeling towardstheEaft, 
worthipped God, asking mercie, and grace of him, and that he would {how 
them the wayto go. T hey remained thar night in praiet ; and arifing in the 
morning, they faw the fearetired nine foor,and that it hadlefta {pacious way, 
Being all aftonifhed with thismiracle, they thanked God deuoutly : andgo- 
ing rowardsthe Welt, they, went men and women ,beaftes , and chariots sa 
great and terrible multitude. . 


ee 


_, Lhe yeare before this their ifeent; which wereckon of Chrift, M.CC xf. 


inthe moneth of May, appeared for thefpace ofeighteen daies a Comet, 
burning ouer the Polaques,the riner, of Doz or. Tanais; and the C ountrie 
Of Raia, the taile thereof. directed rowardes the Weft : which fignified 
the difcent of the, Tartarians , which hapned the next yeare following, 
TFthis be te, it refembleth much-the going of the Hebrewes out of 
the lande of Egipr » vider. the conduét.of Moles; to. whom the redd fea 
Opening it felfe, gaue pallage ; and drowned.the.Egiptians purfuing after 
them .” Tofephus writeth ‘alfo , that.the Sea of Pamphylia opened vnto 
nee m ) if his Armie againft 

the 


ee marched wit 
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the Perfians . But the Tartarians being paffed ouer :their Cham fell fick and 
died , hauing before commaunded concord between his tweluechildren,by 
the fimilitude of arrowes which couldnot be broken altogether ; but being 
feparate , they brake them calilie, fayingtothem ‘that as long as they agreed; 
their Empire fhould endure; and fhould be ouerthrowen 4s foone as the 
were diuided. And before his death made his eldeft fonnecalled HOC O- 
TA, the beft and wifeft of them tobe receiuédas their Lord ,and his fuc- 
ceflour; who purpofing to march further, wan the Cafpian gates being pla- 
ced there , and continually kept and fhut vp :tothe end to ftop the paftage 
into Afia of infinite people dwelling beyond it, as it were in an other world. 
Afterward hedifpatched three armies,and gaue themto three of his fonnes; 
commaunding Iacchis being the eldeft ro go toward the Weft; Batho toward 
the North; and Tagladais toward the South. He himfelf abounding inmen, 
marched with amightie armie intothe Eaft, conquering all the Countrieas 
far as Catay: wherehe eftablifhed that moft mightie andrich Empire, which 
is there at this prefent ,and held by thofe which difcended of him. He ouer- 
came alfo the kingdome of Perfia: inwhich voiage the Tartarians learned 
theknowledge of letters , the vle whereof was before vynknowen amongft 
them . He fauouring the Latin Chriftians which raigned at Hierufalem came 
to fuccour them : But being preuented therof by their ouerthrow, before he 
came;hedrew towards Bagdet, where he took the Caliphe being a Tutk by 
nation, whom he made to die of famine andthirft ; hauing fhut ie vp: into 
thechamber of his treafures,as aman vnworthy to poffeflethat riches, wher- 
by hecouldnot help himfelfe. TA GL ADAIS going intothe South,ca- 
ried armeseven into Ethiopia; where he had euill fuccefle: for being ouer- 
come in battaile bythe Ethiopians , and driuen into defert countries, heloft 
there the greateft part of hispeople. Then heturned himtowards the Weft, 
and ioyned with his brother I AC CH1IS ; who had much affliGed the 
eftate of the Turkes injPerfia, Aflyria, and Mefoporamia. The voiage of 
BAT HO wasmorefuccestul;& renowmed; who hauing ina great battail 
ouercome Gonataking of the Turks; he fupplanted eftfoones by armes the 
whole raigne of thatnation. He vanquifhed the Rofullanois, Lapiges, Pola-_- 
ques, Lithuanians ; and pierced euen into Hongary,Auftrich sand Germanie: 
putting all wher he went to fire and fword. Such were in alittle time the ter- 
ribleexpeditions of the TAR TARIANS inthe North , South, Eaft, 
and Weft, thorough the great emotion and mutation of humaine things. 
Whereforethe Chriftian Princes ,and the Pope efpecially, fearing their re- 
turne, fent Ambaffadours totheir Emperour ,to thend to pray himthat he 
- would acknowledge and worthip the GOD of all, and Tefus Chrift whom 
he had feat ;and vfe no more fuch crueltie againftthe Chriftians,as he had 
done in Polonia, Hongaria, and Morauia : He aun{wered, that in fiue yeares 
he would not moleft them. After the departure of the Ambafladours of the 
Chriftians , came thofe of the Saracens , to perfwade the Tartarians to re- 
ceiuethe law of Mahomet: as eafter,& more conuenient for militarie people; 
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Saying , thatthe Law .of Chriftians:was of idle effeminate idolaters , and 
worlhippers of Images:thar:theirs was full of all commodities, and plea~ 
fures, a conquerer of other religions by force,and armes,with beating down 
the proud impofed tribute on fuch as were humbled. T hat pleafed well the 


barbarous people , being of nature couragiouis ; and giuen to fenfuialitie: 


And fo they receiuedthe Law of Mahomet , whichthey obferueatthis day. 
They holdmuch land inEurope ,ioyning to Rufsia, Lithuania, and Po- 
fonia: In Afiaall thatlieth from thermer ‘Tanais; and the bounds of Pon- 
tus and Bacchu , vnto Cathay and Chyna. 

The ZAGATHAINS confining on the Perfians, are more ciuile, 
fowing, planting , buylding , traficking, being gouerned in akingdome; and 


hhaue for the feat of their king called CVSILBAS , enemieto the Sophi, 


the Citie of Syarcand being meruailous great ;faire, and rich: fituated in 
the riuer Iaxartes , fower daies iourney from the Cafpian fea j where the 
great Tamberlain wasborne, of whom wewill {peak hereafter. 
Thegreat CH AM of Caray is alfo a Tartarian , difcended of therace 
‘of Changuis , of whom feeing it commeth to purpofe, we will here intreat; 
albeit he beno Mahometift : but hath a religion feparate, and different from 
the Mofaical , Chriftian and Saracen. It isnot without caufe that he is cal= 
Jed great ; for he exceedeth in politike gouernment, power , wifdome, re- 
uenew, and magnificence, all the Princes of Europe, Afia ; and Aftick ; 
yea;euenthe Turk himfelfe. Andifall the Chriftian and Saracen Seigno- 
ties were reduced vnder one obedience ; yet could they not be compared 
vnto his: He commaundeth ouer more then feuen. hundred leagues of 
Countrie ;'well inhabited and peopled: full of faire buyldings , aes our 


heli: mid vero or bosils 01 wovsqnsS 4is Hone dh aga 
- OT TOM ANithe fic authour of the familid of the OTTOMANS; 
and founder of the’ Turkith Empire; which is fomightieat this day, hauing 
againefet vp thenameofthe T V:-R K'S;which before was abolithed,ferued 
anthe yarresat the firft vnder thegreat Cham : He came but of meane place, 
and waspoore in poffelsions; bur ftrong of bodie, and of courage audacious: 
‘Thinking that hehadfomewrong done him;he parted from the Tertapiaiee 
iY ae v an 
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and accompanied only with fortie horfes ,he feized on fome ftraight in the 
mountains of Cappadocia; Then being holpen by the commoditie of place, 
and opportunitie of time,he began tomake rodes in the plaines adioyning, 
getting great fpoiles: J’ whom there ioyned many theeues; multiplying from 
day to day. T hen {eeing himfelfereenforced with men, hedid manifeftly and 
in open warre , that which hedid priuily; and by ftelth before ; conquering 
townes,people,and countries, without any great refiftance : In {uch fort,that 
in fhort {pacehe got agreat Seignorie in Afia: which hath bin valiantly and 
happily maintained by his fucceffours difcending of him, and bearing his 
name ; which haue-alwaies augmented it,vntill re thirteenth which raie- 
neth at this prefent ; hauing one after an other fromthe father to the fonne; 
gathered together two Empires, abouetwentie kingdoms, and a great num- 
ber of Citiesin Afia,and Europe; gotten afwell onthe Mahometifts,as onthe 
Chriftians; without everlofing any thing that they had taken. They holdall 
that was inoldtime called Arabia,Egipt, Suria, Mefopotamia,Chaldea, part 
of Perfia,and of Media, Affyria, Adiabena, part ofthe greater Armenia, and 
all theleffer,and a part of Cholches, whichthey call Mengrelles; Ali Afia 
theleffer containing Cilicia, Cappadocia, Pamphylia , Galatia, Caria, and 
Phrygia: And in Europe, a part of the Sarmatians ;or Getes ;thé Dacians., 
fete an sahbriciansdiaded oniaessGarcebs, Bibanclessbaleadegs.Dannbhs. 
ans, Hongarians, Iaziges,,and Metanaftes: In Africk , Argier, Tripoli, and 
‘Tunez. Thisvnmeafurable power fo renowmed,andterribleat this day\vnto 
all the world, is growen vp from fo fmalf.a beginning,ashath bin faid,tofuch 
heigth;and reputation, in the {pace of two hundred and fixtie yeares;by their 
wife conductin peace,and in warre, by fobrietie, patience, obedience; con- 
cord, diligence, order, valiancie, abundance of men, horfes, and armies ; and 
by mieanés of the good, militarie,and politick difcipline, which they carefilly 
obferue ¢ which hath made them to profper with the. hinderance of their 
neighbours, being loofe, and corrupted, or infeCted with feditions . Perad- 
venture they are not entierly fuch.as they haue bin (asall. impairewithtime) 
and being inriched with their viGories gotten omthe Perfians , aré become 
tore pompous in their apparel, andhatnes, thenthey were before: as prof 
peritieand riches depraueth people. But as they: change their manet of fi- 
uing , fo their foreune alfo will change ;and whereas. they now bearothers, 
they wil alfo be beaten : as they haue begun to be,notmany yeares fithence,at 
the battaile which they loft-at Lepanto, againft the Venetians ; which is the 
preateft aduetfitie that euér they receiued,fithence they pafledintoEurope.: 

Likewife, V SV N-CASSANVS wasafouldier vnderT amberlain; 
who reftoredthis new kingdome of Perfia .He being aduertized that there 
was inhiscountrie a Lord called Harduel, ofthe race of the Prophet ; and 
the bruit;thatran among the Perfians of his holines, and learning , efpeci- 
ally in the law whereof he was a Doctour ; and in Aftrologié, wherein he 
~“meruailoufly excelled ;he gaue hinthis daughter to wife: of which mari- 
age camethe SOPHI ISMAEL. Harduel thenbeing moreaflured and 
yous TF 3 hartned 
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hartned by this royal alliance, rookevpon him with the aide of Techel Cufal- 
bas, to bringin new expofitions and ceremonies into the Alcoran ;follow- 
ing Haly,whowas preterred bythem before Afabomet. Wheréat IACOB 
the fonne and fucceflour of V fun-Caffanus being angry , banifhed him:and 
his fonne -becaufe he féared,that by the fauour of his adherents , vnder co-- 
tour of reforming the Religion,heafpired to the eftate . When the SOPHI 
(who at the time of his banifhment with his father, was but/a child) was 
“waxen gréat , hereturned by force into Perfia , fetting vp the Sect which 
awas begun by his father, and was afterward left off for feare . And vnder this 
‘pretencehe drew much peep to his part , and conquered in few yearesthe 
Seignorie , not only of Perfia; but alfo of Media, Armenia ,and Affyria: 
finding at his returne Alewant, and CMorat-Champ, the fonnes of Zatob,and 
his cozins at warre together ; whereof thone he flew in battaile; and con- 
trained thother to flie into Arabia : wherefore he remained peaceable pof- 
feflour of of the ftate. But becaufe his vncle Jacob was deceafed before he 
night be reuenged ofhim, he burned his bodie: Of which inhumainedeed 
being reprehended by his Mother , he put her to death; or killed her hit- 
felfe. And riorwithftanding, was called SO PHI, which is afmuch to fay 
as holie, hauing gotten not by any merite of his owne, but bythe goodneés 
of his father this name , which hath remained tohis heires being reputed 
heiresby the Turkes « This $ O PHI by the fodain fucceffe of his con- 
quefts:p put all the Eaft in feare ; fpreding his renowme ouer all the habi- 
table earth © 'T o'whom the Tartarian Zagathain oppofed himfelfe, war- 
ring continually againfthim :and Selim’ Ottoman , whoaflailed him witha 
mightiearmie, a good waies within his owne kingdome ; tooke and {poi+ 
Jed Tages his:chiefe Citie, and wan the memorable battaile of Chalderant 
where were’ flaine many, both of the one fide and thother ; and the two 
chiefes were hurt ; the'Turkes remayning victorious , only'by reafon of 
their artillerie; which at that time was vnknowen to the Perfians. After 
Selim ‘defeated in amother battailethe Souldan, who would haue holpen 
the Sophi:; which were the two: preateft ‘viGtories that hapned: within 
thefe fiue hundred yeares!: Sulran ‘Soliman following the footfteps of his fa 
ther, returned thithers;'and got on the Sophi' Damafco in Affyria, and the 
_ dmperiall-Citie of Bagderbemg the auncient feat of the Caliphatof Chal- 
dea, cuerthrowen by the T artarians? as alfo that of caire hath bin diftroied 
by the: SotrdansFor-they whickbeare the name now in both Cities,haue 
but the tides, purtingthe.SV LT ANS in poflefsion , without medling 
at all with the ftate» who doing thus, receine becaufe of their pretended 
right threé thoufand Seraphes to thé end to retaine.after that maner fome 
forme of the former religion ; The foueraintie whereof is not gouerned 
any more bythem sbut by Atuphissyas hath:bin faid, who are as-Patri- 
archesyand, Superintendents in diuine matters ; and Judges in cafes of con- 
fcienctsiwhom the S$ V-b‘T A NS hold nere about their perfons ,or inthe 
principall’Pownes of their eftaress.  srlisniga 
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Sobythe ruine of the Latin kingdome in Hierulalem , and of the Egypti- 
an Caliphat,the eftateofthe SOV LD AN began in Egypt and Suria, infti- 
tuted by Syrracon and Saladine; which was hereditarie,vntil Menefcala:who 
ordained the MAMMELVCS, amégft whom it hath long time bin eleGtiue. | 
Neuer was there feennor hearda more ftrangeor deteftable kind of gouern- 
mentthen that ofthe MAMMELVCS, being al Chriftians reneaged,and of 
feruile condition, which tyrannically commaunded ouer the Egyptians and 
Surians being free; vling miferable indignities, and cruelties towardes them. 
Info much that fuch power deferued rather to be called feruitudethen Lord- 
fhip. TheM A MME LV CS then were taken whenthey were little boyes 
fromthe countrey of the Circafles,neeretothe Femerinde or black fea: then 
brought and fold as flaues into Egypt. Where fome {elected of them were 
nourifhed and hardened vnto paine andtrauaile , by continuall exercife of 
armes: And fuchas werefound to beethe beft were enrolled inthe order of 
the Mammelucs,and to them fircceeded from hand to hand,notthe fonnes of 
the Mammelucs deceafed ; but othersnourifhed and chofen atter the fame 
maner, to whom pertained the honours and profits of theftate; which they 
deuided among them: not committingthe gouernments of prouinces , and 
conduétes of armies, but tothofe that were experienced, whofe veitue was 
knowen;and who hadpaffed all the military degrees: and by them,and from 
am6g them, was the S O V LDA N chofen. They held in moft ftraight fub- 
tection allthe people of Egypt, and of Suria, forbidding them to haue any 
weaponsortorydeon horfebacke. T hey were not aboue fixteenethoufands 
butthey intertained many feruants vnder them: and being men of great force, 
and hardyneffe,they had not only ramed many bordering nations, and beaten, 
the Arabians ; butalfomade many warres againftthe T urkes; enuying theig 
profperitic; of whome they remained often victorious, and were feldome 
or neuer vanquithed bythem.But when as they weredeuided, and bandded 
in partalities , Selimthe Turke defearedthem in two battailes, killing inthe 
fick theSOVLDAN SAMPSON, whowas goneinto Suria with an 
armi¢ tohelpe the Sophi: then profecutinghis victory, hewent into Egypt 
againft himthat was chofen SOV LDA N; in fteed of him that was dead; 
whom hee tooke, and made him ignominioufly to bee caryed ona poore 
Gamell with his face backwardes all alonge the great ftreete of Cair ,and 
to bee hanged atthe gate of that Cirie: doubling his power bythe Cons 
quteft of fuch a ftate , much reuerenced: by thole of the religion of Ma- 
homer; and redoubted becaufe ofthe valyaniceof the MAMMELVCS, 
whoe were maffacred in fuche forte that there name; is almoft extin- 
guifheds sijooioM 16 21 Aa Sai ott 5 ie 
” There remayne yer other great kingdomes of this timeasof N AR 5 IN- | | ae 
| 
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GV EintheIndies; andof PRESBITER LOH N in Africke, called 
Lacegue, <» Negus, ofthe ABY SI N'S being baptized, and circumcifed a 
Chriftians,and ofthe MOS CO'V IT E inthenortha Chriftian alfo, but A 
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Theking of Nar/imgue,which is of the auncient religion of the Braimines, 
ycideth to no king of the world in riches, power,and magnificence:intertai- 
ning forty thoufand horfemen of ordinary; and foure hundred elephants fite 
"for war,withinfinitedromedaries. TSM A | 
TouchingPR ESBITER IOHN, he commaundeth ouer innume- 
rable nations different in colours : and‘hath vnder him forty kings tributary. 
His landes and feigniories extendetoward the Weft morethen twenty daies 
iourney; and he hath gold fhut vp in a caue, enoughto buy the moitieof 
theworld: andthe quantity is euery day inereafed, and multiplied without 
taking any thing from it.In the {pdcionis kingdome of Ethiopia es fo large 
’ neuer did the kings fonnes or brothers moue any fedition tor the ftate, nor 
defiledtheir hands in one anothers bloud: butthe line of thebloud royall is 
alwaiesconferued by rare hap; and neuer yet communicated to any other 
kingdome whatfoeuer, Chriftian, Hebrew, Sarazen, or Pagan. They fay it 
was once reviealed to one of their kings in a dreame,that ifhe defiredtohaue 
his kingdome long maintained in peace, and vnity, hemuft locke vp all his 
children(which were a great number) on a. mountaine;and that he muft keep 
onely himthat he would haue to fucceed in his kingdome: and this cuftome 
remained eternally to his pofterity,as athing ordained ofthe heauens. Other- 
wile, that one part of Ethiopia (which -is fo large) would come to reuolt 
againft the heire; and put him in danger of his life,and of his ftate. The king 
being awaked was meruailoufly aftonithed with this nouelty: notknowing 
where he might finde this mountaine. Wherefore he had another vifion, re- 
uealing vnto him that he fhoulde markethorough out al his countrey, where 
he thould {eegoates, on the top of rockes fo high that they feemed réadie 
to fall: andthis fhould bee the place where he fhould fhutin his children: 
Whichthe king having put in execution, the mountaine was foundtobe of 
ameruailous heightand greatnefle, wherein the children of Prefbiter John 
were locked vp, and carefully kept: forthere is no lefle paine to them that 
comeout therehence, or which drawe therehencelany of thofethatare (hut 
vp ,then death; hee onely remaining free that ought to taigne by his birth: 
right; or which feemeththemoft capableto fucceedin that dignity. Thofe 
which are fhutvp doo neuer come forth, .except it {6 fall out that:-Presbiter 
Tobn depart without heires of his bodyto inherite the crowne.Forthenthey 
take out him that is next it; whomethey knowto bethe worthieft. .| .¢ > 
Alfo the great K NES-or king of Mofcouie is a great landed man ittthe | 
North ; whofe dominion isabout three monethes iourney in compaffe of | 
ground: and he poffefleth innumerable people, natidns,prouinces;duchies; 
principalities and feigniories; which the Emperours of Mofcouia hauegot- 
ten one after another by armes,orby other meanes offered them fromtimeto — 
time; as Wolodimeria, Nouingorod, Plefcouia, Smolenk, Tuner,: Tugaria, 
Permia, Viakia, Belgaria;the lower Nouogorodia, Ceruigenia,Rozar, Vo- 
lokde, R ezomia, Roftomi,Cazan, Oftrakan, and others; which it swoulde 
be tedious to recite becaufe of therudenes of their names: They, eb of 
Ns all his 
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all hisdcord{hips thereare feuen principall; wherehence fecan bring forth 
for aneed;feuen hundred thoufand men of warr, all on horfebacke: namely 
out of Plefcouia a hundred thoufand; Nouingorode a hundred thoufand; 
Tunera hundred thoufand; whicharethe greareft feigniories,that he hath: 
out of Smolenk (aduchie vfurped on the king of Poland) an other hundred 
thoufand; anda hundred thoufand out of the Duchy of Mofcouia; whereis 
firuated the gteat.city of Mosko,thefeate ofthe prince. The bounds of his em- 
pire goea great way into Afia; asfarasthe Catpian fea, neerthe lands of the 
Sophi:And hauing wont abattaile againft the King of Sueuia,he is entted in- 
tothe countrey of Liuonia,where Germany beginneth onthis fide;and hath 
there conquered Riga; and R iuallia, two great. cities pertaining to the mai- 
fterDuke,and Knights ofthe T eutonian or Dutch order.He exceedeth in fe- 
uerity and rigour of commanding all the Monarches of the worlde; hauing 
gotten fuch authority ouer his fubiects as well ecclefiafticall as fecular, that 
he may difpofe at his pleafure of theirliues,and goods:no man dating to gain- 
fayhim in anything. They confefle publickly, that the will of their prince 
is thewill of Godand that all whatfoeuer hedoth;is done by thediuine pro- 
uidence.T herfore they name himtheP orter of Paradice; the Chamberlaine 
of God, andExecutor of his will. By this meanes is he become fo mightie, 
within alittletime, thatall hisneighbours which arethe T artarians,Sueui- 
ans,Polonians, Liuonians, yeaandthe T urkes them(elues doeredoubt him: 
It would bean infinite labour to propole here all thekingdomes and Empires 
that have bin, or are inreputation. But it fhall {ufficeto haue touched fuch 
as are beft knowen: namely, thofe that haue ioyned wifedome with power; 
whereunto this prefent difcourfe tendeth. ommend ya ia 
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THETENTH BOOKE 
extinguifhed.Wherin bytheinduftrious perfeuerace, of diuérs learned men, 
the matter hath had fuchgood fuccefle, that at this day our agemay compare 
with the moft learned that ever were. For now we fee the tongues reftored; 
and not onely thedeeds, and writings of theauncient brought to light; but 
allo many other goodly things newly inuented. Sithence this time Grammar, 
Poelie,Hiftory, R hetorick,and Logick haue bin beautified with imumera- 
ble expofitions, adnotations, corrections, and tranflations. The Mathema- 
ticks were neuer better knowen; nor Aftrology, Cofmography, and Naui- 
gation better vnderftood. Naturall Philofophy and Phyficke, were not in 
greater perfection among theaugcient Greekes,and Arabians; thenthey are 
at this prefent. The military armes,and inftruments, were neuer fo forceable, 
and impetuous as they arenow: nor the dexterity fo great in the vfe ofthem. 
The arts of painting, grauing , cutting , caruing , and building are almoft 
brought to their perfection. And men haue fo much laboured in knowledge 
of Law, and eloquence; that it isnot pofsible,to doemore. T he artof Poli- 
tickegouernement comprehending , and ruling them all ( which feemed 
as it werelaide afide) hath lately receiued great light. Moreuer Theology 
or Diuinity the worthieft ofal, which was much obfcured bythe Sophifters, 
hath bin very much lightened by the knowledge ofthe Greeke and Hebrew; 
and the auncient Doctorsof the church, which lay in obfcurity in the libra- 
ries hauelikewife bin broughtto light : Vnto which workethe Art of Prin- 
ting hath bina great helpe, and madetheencreafethereof much eafier.See- 
ing then that-by courfeot things, and fuccefsion of timeweare come tothis 
age,we wil henceforth confider itnot bythe particular excellencies of coun- 
tries ; burby thememorable things done or happened, during this fpaceof 
time, thoroughout Europe, Afia, Africke,and the New-found lands, inthe 
Eaft, Welt, North, and South: and by fuch graces, as it hath pleafed Godto 
imparte, to {peciall parfons, in this feafon, thoroughout the feuerall coun- 
tries-ofthehabitableearth, 6 be . 

Andas we haue marked thother ages by fome famous warriour,and nota- 
ble powerthat hath bin in every mutation; fo it feemeththatthe meruailes of 
this age ought to begin atthegreat and inuincibleT AMBER LA N,who 
affrighted the world with the terrour of his name, about the yere of Chrift 
1400.and bythe incredible army whichhe ledof twelue hundred thoufand 
fighting men,trained vnto warlike difcipline, got the Empire of Afia: pur- 
poting (if the peftilence had not come into his hoft)to haue gon into Eutope: 
and to haueentierly fubdued it, as farre as Spaine; wherehence he woulde 
hauecrofled into Africke, andthorough it haueretourned into Afia. Being 
then predeftined vnto great things, becaufe that inhis former pouerty there 
appeared in him fome geherofity abouethe reft, he wasin {port chofenking 
of his companions; But he taking it in,good éarneft (asonethar promifed — 
already greatenterprifesin his minde) he tooke oaths of them, & hauing all 
fworne to doe what he would hauethem, andnotto forfake him; hemade 
himfelfe their Captaine, and commaunded them to leaue their ieplicatdes 
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life;asabalething; and to finall purpofe; forthe getting of glorieand riches; 
andthatthey fhould armethemielues and follow him? T hat by this meanes 
they might fromthat poore’and bafe eftate' wherein they tiued contemptible, 
come togreat & valooked for felicity: Withthis company defcending out of 
the mountainsintothe plaine countrey,and profperinigtiom day today;as he 
increafed in Lordfhip,he augmented in power, Firfthe gotthekingdome of 
his owne countrey;then obtained Parthiajand Perfia:Onthe North fide yel= 
dedtohim theHircanians,Bactrians, Sogdians,‘Saces; & other innumerable 
peopleinhabiting on this fidethe mountain 7/maus,which are called the Tar- 
tarians.Hefubdued the Seres, Arians;Drangians, Aracofians;Gedrofians,and 
Paramilians which are beyond the hill [/maus: Allehe Maflagets yelded thé - 
felues.C onfequently entering farther into AfiatowardstheEaft;he madehim 
felfe Lord of Bythinia,of Pontus,& of al the countrie called at this day Ana- 
tolia;withthe coaft of the fea Euxinus;Propontis, Marais, Meotis., and the 
Cimmerian Bofphorus:Moreouer going onthe righthand, he conqitered in- 
finite townes & prouinces; ouercomming the kings @vtyrants which he met 
withal!. And pafsing his forces ouer the riuer Ty¢ris both horfeandiman , he 
inuaded the Vxians,;whom he fubdued, withthe SuGans: and all the coun- 
trey. euen tothe Perfian fea.From thence going ouerthe mountaine Tass he 
went intoMefoporamia,then into Media, which he conquered:bringing vn- 
der his obediéce,the Cadufians,Armades,T apirdes,& Circitians. And tour- 
ning toward thefouth, he pafled ovier the mountaine Amana, &wentdown 
into Suria,& Comagena, bordering ontheriuer Exphrates:which he ouerran, 


as far as Arabia,and neerto Hierufalem.He fubdued the Lydians;Phrygians, . 


Capadocians, Paphlagonians, Mifians, lonians,Dorians,and Eolians;not tea 
‘uing finally any peopleor nation betweenthehil 2/mans,& the Ocean;Calpi- 
an,& red fea, vntamed or vnfubdued by armes. After hedefeared Baiazerking 
ofthe Turks in battaile;who had oppofed himlelfe againfthim, with two hi- 
dred thoufand men: and hauing taken him;caufed hishands to be’bound be- 
hind his back; and fhewed him inthat piteous cafe rohis people that were o- 
uercome; tothend that fromthat time forth he might be accounted the abfo- 
luteking ouer all Afia, He vied his back:in fteed of a ftoolto help himto hor!- 
back,& whet he was fet armeat made himremiainlike a dog vnderthetable; 
cafting him crums and morfelsinmockery;and fcorne: keeping him at other 
times in chaines,and fhut vp ina cage of yron; as wild beaftes are wontto be 
kept. This great victory aftoniednot oftely al the inhabitants of Afia,but alfo 
the other nations which T amberlain had neuer troubled, nor meant to trou- 
ble with wat:In {uch fort thatthe Mofcouites. being feparated by the riuer 
of Rha, from the Tartarians,payed him tribute,and {ent him frefhmen, The 
Molsinois, Cercetures, Leticofyrians,-and all the nations that are betweene 
the Cafpian fea andtheriuer Tanais, yeelded vnto him of their ownefree 
will’s;-and the ‘Corafmians,/Dacians, and'Sacians , dwelling beyonde the 
ritter Tanais, Hee receined into-his obedidnce.the Nogains , and Sciabe~ 


nians; ‘warlike nations, and neighbourste the Mofcountes. Hee seme by 
Orce 
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THE TENTH BOOKE 
foree,Smirna, Sebaftia; Tripoli, Antiochia,and Seleucia. Then pafsing from 
Suria into the inner parte, heaflailed Galatia,and R abatia; where he flew all 
the inhabitants. T herehence he went into Egypt: conftraining the Souldan 
to faue himfelfeby fight. And he wasletted trom going any farther by fan- 
dy defects ; and by wantof waters.For hedefired nothing more, finding him- 
felte ftrong and fortunatein war,thento vndertake great,and difficultthings; 
going ouer vnealie places, and hard paflages; and aflayling of fortrefles that 
werethoughtto be inexpugnable: tothendto bereputed a valiant Prince& 
a hardy wattiour. Hecommaunded at the fiege of places, to fpred the firft 
day white pauilyons, the fecond day red, and the third blacke:lignifying by 
the whitethat he would take the belieged to mercie; by the blacke that hee - 
would burnetheir Citie,and bythered, that he would put all tothe edge of 
thefword. And whena certaine Italian (whom for the dexterity which he 
foundin him,hehad:made of ameane Marchant ouerfeer ofhis reuenewes) 
admonifhed him to ioine clemency with his vnameafyrable power,and telici- 
ty; hearifwered him with afrowning looke, and {parkling eies; that he was 
the wrath of God,andthe deadly deftru@iion of the deprauedage. To ano= 
ther that intreated himtotake pityon Baiazet,who was lately focreat aking; 
hefternely aunfwered, that hee didnot chaftife a King renowmed for many’ 
victories: buta cruel and vicioustyrant, who had putto death Solyman his 
eldeft brother,and depriued him of hisKingdome.Andto the Emperour. of 
Conttantinople offering him his perfon, his city, and feigniory,as vnto him, 
towhom God had adiudged ali the Empire of theEaft; and by whofe bene- 
fit, al men acknowledged Greeceto be deliuered from that cruell tyrant Ba- 
iazet;hefaid, thathe would not bring into bondage, the moft faire, renow- 
medand:riche citie of all others, which had fo lately bin faued out of the 
handesofthe Turkes::-Adding moreouer thathe was not entred into this war 
for execrable ambition, or infatiable couetife of conquering countries, or 
enlarging his dominions; but to the end to fuccourthe Emperour and the 
Lords of Greece; and to maintaineit inliberty,as he vnderftood it hadremai- 
ned: Thatthetyrant being taken; and bound, endured the punithement of 
his wicked deeds,receiuing the famemeafure which hemeaned to hauegi- 
uen vnto others. Moreouer whereas he ouerthrew, and burned: all thar was 
berween the South andthe Eaft; he fuffered noneto meddle with thetemples 
which he left entier: and for reuerence of their prophet, he entrednot into: 
Arabia; moued with fome feare of God, and reverence of thereligion. Yet 
fortune hauing allwaies fauoured him,withouteuer hauing bin contraryvn- 
to him; feemeth among fo many admirable euents,which exceed the ordina= 
ry courfe of Conquerours , to’ hauedenyed him an Hiftoryographer of ex- 
or fearning, and eloquence; agreeable tohis vermes: to celebratethem 
worthily. Nie OFV DSBISaY nt Bus 63) Pedy 
Dabinaoee raigne of T AMBER LAN, began the reftitution of the 
tongues,’ and of all ferences. Thefirt thatapplyed himfelfe to this worke 
‘Was Fraficifcas Petratcha,opening the Libraries which tilthen were fhut Ps 
%: an 
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and beating away theduft and filth, from the good bookes of auincient au- 
thours:for being amanrof great vnderftanding;& excellent learning he hath 
not onely beautihied the Iraliantongue (for the which he isreuerenced with ~ 
hisdifciple Bocace, asa principal Authour and Iluftratour thereof) but alfo 
hath laudably awakened both the Latin profe and poefie. After him Iohn of 
RauennaaGrammarian (who when he was but yong knew Petrarch anold 
man) hath much aduanced the Latin tongue, inftruCting , and exhorting 
many to theloue of learning; which became very learned: Amongft whom 
was Leonard Aretin , FrancifcusPhilelphus, Laurentius Valla, Guarinof 
Verona,P ogius, Omnibonus, Aceurfius; Nicolaus Perotta, Victorinus Fel- 
tra, Francifcus Barbarus, Petrus Paulus Vergerius, Mafeus Vega, Leonars 
dus Iuftinianus, Gregorius and Lilius Triphernius; Antonius Panormita- 
nus, loannes Aurifpius, Petrus Candidus,and Blondus Flauius. Then Ema- 
nuel Chryfoloras a gentleman of Conttantinoplea renowmed perfonage in 
learning and all vertue,being fent by theEmperour Ioannes Paleologus vn- 
tothe kings of Europe, toobtaine fuccours of them for Greece being grear- 
ly indangered, after he wasrid ofthat painfull charge, he remainedat Ve- 
nice, feeing his countrey deliuered trom the feare of Baiazet whom Tam- 
berlan held prifoner: where he taught firft the Grecke tongue, which was 
left off,and vnknowen aboue fecuen yearesini Italy: And after at Florence, 
Rome,and Paris, inftructing themoft part of the Scholers of Ioannes Ra- 
uennenfis; which profpered with him fo wel, that by his infteuction con- 
tinued afew yeres itcameto pafle , that {uch as were ignorant of the Greek 
were from thence-forward accounted the leffe learned among the Latins; 
But other Grecians comming after into Italy, did meruailoufly aduancethis 
worke,fo happely by him begon:namely the Cardinal Beffarion,a great Phi- 
lofopher,and Diuine, who leftat Venice that goodly Greeke librarie, Geor- 

ius Gemiftius, and Georgius Trapezuntiusa learned Peripatetick ; who 
forgotthe knowledge of letters:in his extreme olde age. Theodore Gaza, 
an excellenttranflatour, Andronicus T heflalictis, loannes Argyropilus;Con- 
ftantinus and Johannes Laf{cares, Demetrius Chalchondilas,$ ophianus,Ma- 
rullus a Poet,and Marcus Mafurius; whom God hath raifed vp, to preferue 
inthefeparts the Greeke language and learning; oppreffed bythe T urkithe 
armesin Greece: hauing inuired to the knowledge of their learning not on- 
ly the Italians;butalfo the Frenchmen , Duchmen, Flemings, Engiifhmen, 
Scots, Polonians, Hongarians, and Spaniards: which haue all ginen them- 
felues vnto it with great vehemency , and:affetion. The ITT ALIANS 
moft renowmed therein haue bin Pomponius Letus,Platina; Callimachus; 
EneasSyluius, who'was afterward Pope Pius,;Campanus, Andreas Aleri- 
us, Domitius Calderinus, Angelus Politianus, Hermolaus Barbarus,and Io- 
anneés Picts (calledthe Phenix of His time,as being fingularin exquifitelear- 
ning; and eminent inthe knowledge ‘of many tongues; and of all {ciences: 
_who had done great good if heehad liued longer, and deferued tobe com- 
pared with all antiquity.) Iohannes Francifcus being his nephew,Marlilius 
Vi Fieinus 
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Ficinus a Platonift, Georgius Merula, Georgius Valla, Baptifta Pius, Chri- 
ftophorus Landinus’, Philippus Beroaldus both the Vncle, and Nephew, 


‘ Antonius Codrus,Michael Palmerus,Petrus Crinita, Sabellicus, Iouianus 


Pontanus aptand fit, for any kind of writing, as happy in profe, asin verfe of 


many forts; agood.-Philofopher and Aftrologer. Baptifta Mantuanus , the 


two Strozzithe father andthe fonne,Syncerus, Sannazarius, Vida, Fracafto- 
rius, Palaiaruis,Scipio Capicius, OGiatius, Cleophilus,the two Celij R ho- 
doginus and Calcagninus; Leonicenus,and Leonicus; Manardus,lucundus 
Veronenfis, Paulus Emilius,Polydore Virgil, Egnacius,B embus;Sadoletus, 
Contarenus, Nymphus, Eugubinus Romulus Amafeus,Marcus Antonnis 
Flaminius, Molfa, Andreas Naugerius, Hadrianus Cardinalis, Andreas Al- 
ciatus,EmiliusFerrettus, Petrus ViCtorius, Mancinellus, Sulpicius, Carolus 
Sigonwus , Robertellus , Paulus Manucius, Nizolius, Lazarus Bonamicus, 
and Lampridius.F RENCH MEN, Iacobus Faber a Philofopher and Di- 
wine, Guil. Budeus,the moft learned of his time both in Greckeandin Latin, 


~ & a moft diligentobferuer of antiquity, Lazarus Baifius, Germanus Brienfis, 


Nicolaus Beraltius,Michael Hofpitalis, Francifcus Connanus,thetwo Syluij 
Francifcus, and Jacobus; Toannes Fernelius a Phi/ttian, Orontius Fineus a 
Mathematician,T extor,Petrus Daneus, lacobusTu fanus,lacobus Amiottus, 
Stephanus Doleta, Adrianus Turnebus, loachimus Perionius , Nicholaus 
Gruchius, Petrus Bunellus, Marcus Antonius Muretus, and Petrus Ramus: 


. Antonius Fumeus,Duarinus, Baro, Balduinus, Cuiacius , and Orhomannus 


Ciuilians. lacobus Ludouicus Strebeus,Macrinus, Borbonius, & Beza Poezs. 
FLEMINGS,Erafmus, Longolius,Gaguinus,& Vefalms. GERM AINS 
The Cardinal of Cufa,Purbachius, Iloannes R egiomontanus, the principal 
Mathematician of this age, Rodolphus Agricola, R euchlinus Capnio, Me- 
lan@hon, Zafius, Beatus R henanus, V adianus, Glareanus, Gulielmus Copus; 
Leonardus Fufcius , Georgius Agricola, moft expert in Azeftalls; Saxo a 
Grammarian;O\dendorpius, Brunus, Eobanus Heflus, Sleidan, Simon Gri- 
nzus;Huttenus;Bilibaldus, Pyrkmerus , Cornarius,Camerariuis; Omphali- 
us, Latomus, Sturmius, Wolfgangus , Lazius, Cranzius, and Funccius. . 
ENGLISHMEN; More, Linacre, Tunftall , Pacey, and Fisher: 
SCOT S, Heétor Boetius, and Buchanan. POLONIANS, Ofi- 
us; Frixius, Cromerus, and Iohannées Zamofcius: SPANIAR DES, 
Nebriffenfis, Viuies, Poblacion , Amatis,° Antonius Pinus , and Go- 
ueanus. 7 obi ee | 

' But itis better to diftinguifh theferenowmed parfons of this age by their 
exercifes;and profefsions : as we hauedonein other reuolutions. 

~ -Themoftrenowmed W AR R-IOV R Sthen haue bin T amberlan,cal- 
led of his followers, T emitcuileu,or Deniirbenc, or Demirly; Amorath , and 
Mahomet his fonne; Selim; and Soliman being Orthomans: Charles the 
cight king of France;king Ferdinand.of Spaine the firft called the Catho- 
lickeKing: Gonfaluus the great; the Emperour Charles the fith; Charles 
of Bourbon ; the Sophi ifmnael ; the Scirife of Fez; and Francis Dune 
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of Guize.B Y SE A Andrew Dorie, Adrian Bafla, called Barbaroffa , Dra- 
gut,and Saléc Rez, and Strozzathe Priour of Capua;P LATONICAL 
PHILOSOPHERS, Beflarion, Gemiftius, Ficinus; PER IP ATE- 
TICKS, Trapezuntius, Argiropolus; Fabius, Nymphus, Pomponacius, 
Contareaus, andSimon Grinzus. Iohannes Picus purpoled to hauerecon- 
ciled Plato and Ariftotle,andto haue accorded thetwo {eéts, as Boetius had 
’ vndertaken before him: Butboth thone and thother have laien downe vnder 
the burthen, without accomplifhing ofthis promife. ELOQVENT Imita- 
~ tours of the auncients;& obferuers of Cicero:Laurentius Valla isthe firft in 
thisranke,who hath reduced Latin {peach tothe ancient maner of f peaking ; 
agreat admirer of Quin¢tilian,as the Cardinal Hadrian,was of Cicero; then 
Nizolius,and Doleta.T hofe which hauemoft expreffed & ymitated Cicero in 
their writings are Bembus,Sadoletus, Longolius,Perionius; and Flaminius: 
Latin, I talian,French, & English P OET S, arePetrarch, Antonius Panor- 
mitanus, Pontanus, Marullus, Syncerus, Vida, Fracaftorius,Molla, Naugeri- 
us, Flaminius, Capicius, Palearius, Morus, Borbonius, Macrinus, Eobanus 
Heflus,Sabinus, Bachananus, Ariofto,R oufard, Ioachin du Bellay; Ponthus 


de T yard, Marc Antony du Baif,R emy Belleau,Marot, Mellin dui Sangelais, — 


Stephen Iodelle,& Philippede Portes. HISTORIOGRAPHERS, Calli- 
machus, Platina, Laurentius Valla, loamnes S axo, Pope Pius; Blondus,Sabel- 


licus, Pontanus,Peter Martir of Azilaive, Michael Riccius, Paulus Emilius, 


Polydore Virgil, Paulus Iouius, Sleidan, Staphilus, Pandulphus, Galeatius 
Capella, Coccinus,B ee aed 
Bonfinis; Sorter, and T uroce Hongarians, Cromerus a Polonian, Crantzius a 
Saxon, Olaus a Gorh,Toannes Leo an African, Francifcus Aluares , Damian, 
Goes, Iuan de Baros, Portugales ; Francifcus Taraphus, Antonius Nebriffen- 
fis,Petrus Medimna,R odericus Pallentinus, and Ferdinado Gonzales Ouie- 
des, Spanyards, Machiauel, and Guicchiardin, Iralians, Iean Froiffard, En- 
guerren de Monftrelet,and Philippe Comines, Frenchmen;Stomphiusa Sif: 
fer,& Mountter, a cerman. CIVILIANS, Zafius, Alciatus Oldendorpi- 


us, Baro, Duarinus, Balduinus, Cuiacius, Orhomannus, and Trraquellus. 


PHYSICIAN S, Leonicenus, Manardus,Copus,Linacer, loannes Ruel- 
lius, Cornarius, Guinterius,Fufcius,Fernelius,R ondeletius, Iacobuis Sylui- 
us, Amatus Lufitanus, Vefalius,Martinus Acakia, T agaueltius, and Iacobus 
‘Houlerius.M ATHEMATICIANS,Bonatus,Iohannes R egiomonta- 
nus, the Cardinal of Cufa,Purbachius, Collimicius,Petrus Appianus, Gem- 
ma Frifius, Vadianus, Copernicus, Leouicius,Orontius, Turrianus, Gauri- 
cius,and Hieronimus Cardanus.P AINTERS, Zotta a Florentine,who hath 
reftored the art of painting after it had bin long laide afide; and beautified it 
much. Belim (who for his excellency was fentto Sultan Mahomet Empe- 
rour of Conftantinople, from the feigniory of Venice) Petrus Burgenfis, 
Raphael of Vrbin, Albert Durer who hath written inthe Dutch tongue of 
Painting: as Tean Coufin hath alfo done in French: and Leo Baptifta Alber- 
tus in Latin. ST AT VAR IES,& GR AVERS Donatel,Michael An- 
V 2 ) ‘  gelo, 
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gelo, Andrea of Cremona, Chriftophero Mantoano and Lorenzo , who was 
fiftie yeres making the gates of a Chappel at Florence, in which with won- 
derful workman(hip are grauen in brafle the hiftories of theold, andnew te- 
ftament: AR CHI TECT S;Leo Baptifta Albert, who hath written avery 
learned workeof Architecture; Ioannes Iucundusof Verona, who builtthe 
great bridge at Paris, and firft publifhed Virruuius corrected , with figures, 
-and Cefar his Commentaries alfo: Philip that made the great Church of - 
Florence, the vaute whereofby fingulararté is not fuftained by any pillars. 
Ariftotlea Bolonian, remoued certaine towers of ftone from one place to a- 
nother, whole without any hurt; by putting wheeles artificially vnder the 
foundations: Pierre L’Efcot called Claigny, ouerfeer of the worke and re- 
paration of the Louure at Patis; begon vnder king Frauncisthe firft; and 
Philbert de Liorme, chiefe Maifter of the buildinges of the Tuileries, 
of Annet, and of Saint Mor at Paris: hee hath left bookes written of his 
art; and hath inuented a new kinde of Carpentrie for couering of houfes, 
PHILOLOGVES orferchers ofantiquitie, and proprietie of tongues, 
CorreCtours of bookes, Tranflatours, and Commentatours , Laurentius 
Valla, Perottus,Gaza, Trapezuncius, Pomponiis Letus, Domicius Cal- 
derinus, Georgius Merula, Georgius Valla, P olitian, Hermolaus Barbarus, — 
Raphael Volateranus , Galeotius ; Natnianus , Chriftopherus Landinus, 
Equacius, Nebriffenfis, Budeus, Erafmus, Sigonius,Gruchius, Mancinel- 
lus,Sulpicius,-Verulanus, Beroaldus, and Beraltius; Textor, Baptifta Pi- 
us, Robertellus, ViGorius, Turnebus ; Célius, Calcagninus, and Rho- 
doginus. And others innumerable. in many tongties and Nations . Fa- 
mous trauailers,Pylots, NAVIGAT OVRS, difcouerers, and con- 
querers of New landes , Chriftopherus Columbus a Gezouefe ; Arhericus 
Velpucius a Florentine, and Dom Henry the Infant of Fortugale, Magel- 
1an,Cortefe, Pizairus, Alphonfus Alburquequen,and Chabot. The Prin- 
ces that haue moft holpenthe reftirution of artes , are Alphonfus king of 
Naples, hauing honourably receaued, and liberally rewarded fuch as pre 
‘ fented him with Greeke bookes tranflated into Latin: Frauncis the King 
of Fraunce the firft of that name, who appointed falaries or ftipendes for 
the publicke profeffours at Paris, anderected a fumtuous Library at Fon= 
tainebleau full of all good bookes. The Kinges of Caffile, And of Pors 
tugall haue beftowed liberally on the difcouery of thé New-found lands | 
and of the Indies: Cofmo, and Lorenzo de Medicis Florentynes, haue 
bin much helpefull vnto learning ; receauing the learned then which 
came to them out, of all partes; and intertayning them honourably: and 
moreouer fending at their charge thioroughout all Greece,to feeke ott good 
~ and auncient bookes ( which were neglected thete) they builded for the 
common vtility, magnificent libraries. os Uns: 
-. Befides the reftitution of the auncient learning almoftaccomplifhed;T he 
Inuention of many goodly new things, feruing not onely fornecefsitie, » 
, or 
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for pleafurealfo, and: ornament of this life, hath bin referued tothis age. As 
mongftwhichthe ArtofP R IN T I NG deferuieth to be inthe arf place, 
for the excellency, vtilitie, and fubtility of arte whereby it is puided in-the 
grauing of the matrices; cafting, diftributing, and gathering of the letters: 
maner ofthe ynke, and of thebaules to put it onthe fourme, placing of the 
prefles,'and maner of vfing them, of wetting the paper , laying on, taking 
off, and drying the leaves; thenredu cing them into volumes;reuiewing,and 
correcting of the imprefsion; whereof we haue fpoken before: and where: 
bythereis more difpatched in one day,then many diligent writers could do 
in one yeare. By reafon hereof, the books which before were rareand deare, 

“are now become more common, and eafier to be had: For it feemethto haue 
bin miraculoufly invented ro makelearning and goodletters to litie againe; 
which were ina manner dead . The inuention thereof is attributed to the 
Germaines, and began at Mentz,therehence it was caried to Venicesandat- 
terwardes fpread ouer all Chriftiandome; and fo brought vnto his perfec. 
tion, by Nicholas Genfon, Aldus, the Iuntes, Frobenius, Badius, R eberr 
Stephens and others. Notwithftanding the Portugales traficking about the 
fartheft of the Eaft and of the North, into China ¢ Catay, haue brought 
therehence bookes written in the language, and writing of that countrie: 
faying, that they haue vied it therea long time. Which hath made fome to 
thinkethat theinuention thereof was brought therhence thorough Tarta- 
tia,and Mofcouia into Germany; and fo communicated to thother Chriftit 
ans: to whom by thediuine prouidencehath bin efpecially referued the con 
fummation of diuine,and humaine wifdome. The Mahomerifts deprived of 
this gracedo viterly reie&t printing not vfing it,amdgftthem,neither fu fering 
any to. bring them bookes written of their affaires in Arabian, and printed 
elfe-where. epee 

The fecond praife ought to be giuen tothe inuétion of the SEA-MANS 
COMPAS, confifting ofa Ro/é, & aneedle of fteel, which being touched or 
rubbed with an. adamat or loadftone,fhoweth alwaies the point which isan- 
fwerableto theplace where wee ymagine the Pole Artick. Ariftotle vnder- 
ftood not this propertie,nor Galen,nor Alexander Aphrodifeus,nor Auicen, 
themoft curious obferuers of natural things: For if they had knowen fuch a 
miracle of nature, and fo profitablea meanes of fayling they would fure haue 
mademention thereof in their bookes; hauing ftood fo much vpon others of 
much leffe importance. It was alfo vnknowen to the Romains, who fuffe- 
red fo many thipwrackes, fighting on fea againftthe Carthaginians: andvn-= 
der OGauianthey loft a great fleere of Veilels againft Sextus Pompeius. By 
means hereof al the Ocean hath bin failed ouer, innumerable Ifles found our, 
and a great part of the continent ormaine land difcouered towards the welt, 
and the fouth; vnknowen before of the Ancients; and hath therefore bin cal: 
ledthenew world: and notonely binouercome, but alfo conuerted by the 
Chriftians. The enter prife being begon by Columbus a Genouefe; & Vel- 
puciusa Florentine, men of excellent vnderftanding,and exquifite iudgments, 

V3 ~ deferuing 
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deferuing noleffe praifethen Hercules of Greece that.was fo famous: and af- 
terward continued by the Caftilians, being emulatours ofthe fame honour,, 
and defirousofgaine. Whereof fome haue bin fwallowed vp intothe huge 
fea, not being yet thoroughly knowen; and others eaten by the Cannibals; 
leauing a piteous remembrance oftheir.audaciousenterprifes: But there are 
three that hauing hadmore fauourable fortune, hauemade famous difcoue- 
ries:namely Cortefe of thekingdome.of Mexico,andof the great Citie T he- 
miftiten feated,builded,and peopled, like vnto Venice;Pizairus of Peru,and 
Cufcu riche in golde ; and Magellan of the Moluccaes where the fpices 
row. Atthe fame timethe Portugales parting the world with the Caftilians, 


| by the fame knowledge of Nauigation paffed the Atlantick fea, and the Ca- 


naries; winning inthe vtter Barbariemany T ownes:on the Sarazens. Then. 
crofsing the line heretofore termed the burning Zone,and falfely efteemed to 
be defert,they haue gone beyonde the tropicke of Capricorne; conquering 
Brafil, and other countries. After wards drawing towardstheEaft, they went 
along all the coaft of Aftick, andthe banke of Ethiopia; furmounted thegul- 
fes of the Arabian, and Perfian feas;and being come to India ( hauing ouet- 


come by armes the kings of Cambaya,Canonot; & Calecut, building in them 


countries fortreffes, thereby tofafegard the trafickeofthe Eaft; whereofthey, 
made them felues maifters; And farther pafsing ouer the riuers of Ganges, an 

Indus) theytrauailed as faras Taprobana, and tothe golden Cherfonefus: 
making the king of Malache their tributary. From whence fetting faile to~ 
wards the North, they wentto China and Catay; where they madean ende 
onthis fide oftheir Nauigation ; entering into amity and confederacy with 
thegreatCham,tothendto haueliberty to trafickewith fafety in his countrey; 
which before was not accefsible, but with apparant daunger of death vnto 


- ftrangers:In fuch fortthat by our induftry al the world isatthisday knowen, 


wherofa great part that had fo long remained vnknow€; & thevttermoft parts 
of theEaft, Weft, North, & South do c6municate togither:themen thatare fe- 
parated with fo many feasfo diftantand different, vifiting one another, by 
meanes of nauigation;being made faferand eafier by this Inuention. 

I would willingly gine c. third place; togreat OR DI NAN GE, and 
AR TILER Y;(which hath madeall other auncient military inftruments, 
and engines of war to ceafe,al which it exceedeth in impetuofity, violence, && 
quicknes.)were it not that it feemethto haue bin inuented rather for the de- 
ftruGtion, then the profit of mankind:being an enemy to generous and coura= 
gious vertue,which it {pareth no morethen the reft;but breaketh and bruferh: 
whatfoeuer it encountreth. Firft it was inuented in Germany by ablower im 
Alchimie,;wherhence it hath bintranfported ouer althe world; & feemeth at 
thisdayto.be brought almoftto his perfection; fithence the meanes isfound 
to difcharge by volies many pieces togither; which batter, and beat downéal 
places; how ftrong foeuer they arein{fituation,height,or thicknes of wals,& 
rampires. T he Canon at the firft was called Bombard, for the noifewhich it 
maketh;and wMorter which wasof yron bound with many pieces heauy and 
sehen | | | ‘ vnweldie; 
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Anweldie ; hooting huge bullets of tone; witha great quantitie of powder 
-made of falt-peter, lulpher, and willow coales proportioned : the inuention 
whereof hath bin no lefleadmirable,then of the Canon it felfe. After in fteed 
of yron fucceeded brafle’; whereof at firft were made great peeces laied on 
‘wheeles , yet more maniable , then was themortar; (giuing them bullets of 

yron) vnto which haue bin giuen names of birds, and other liuing creatures, 
which Kaueapparanceof terrour vas Coleurines, Serpentines, Bafilisks,Sa- 
-cres, Faulcons , and otherappellations impofed according to the diverfitie 
of their meafures, formes, and cariages ; at the pleafure of thofe that made 
them, ofofthe Princes which commaundedthem . Sithence there hauebin 
made fomeleffer ; lighter and maniable , to fhoote with bullets of lead : as 
muskets, caliuers , harquebuzes, piftoles, and piftolets. But becaufethenoife 
-and violence of the Canon, hath bin fitly exprefled by the Poet Fracastorins, 
‘J will here inferthis Verfes, Dias 
~ Contintid caua terrificis horrentia bombis 
_ Avera, &flammuiferum tormenta imitantia fulmen, 
_ , Corripiunt , Valcane tuum (dum Theutonas armas) 
. °« Inuentam : dumrtela Jouismortalibus affers. 
- Nee mora, fignantes certam fibi quifque volucrem: 
~ Inclafam , falictim cineris falphurque nitrumque 
~Materiam accendunt, feruata in yelte fauilla., 
Fomuite correpta,difula repente furit vis 
Ignea circum(epta ;fimulque gita obice rupto 
Intrufam impellit glandem: volatalla per auras 
Stridula; & exanimes pafsim per prata iacebant 
Deiectz volucres ,magno,micat ignibus aery 
Cum tonitru : quofylua ominis npeque recuruz; 
Et percufla imo fonuerunt equora fundo. | 
T hisage hath brough forth many great andnotable inuentions: on which 
notwithftanding I will not ftand, becaufethey are rather acceffarie to the 
auncient thirigs; then exceeding the vnderftanding of our forfathers : all an- 
tiquitie hauing not any thing to compare vntothele three. But amoneft the 
mieruailes of our age, there haue bin manifefted newand ftrange maladies, 
wnknowen of the asscibies , and not treated of'by any Greek, Arabian , or 
Romain Phifitian: asif therewere not enough alreadie difperfed our the 
world , to the number of three hundred, and more ; without {peaking of the 
inconueniencies hapning euery day,by the exceffes which men do vie. 

Moreouer, there até rifen Sé€ts in’ many Countries , which haue much 
troubled the publicke peave , and’ cooled the mutuall charitie of men: 
Whereof fome more:cuirious,will attribute the caufe to the celeftiall mo-, 
tions. For as we haue obferued intimes paft, in the notable mutations of 

eat} mankind; 
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mankind , where nature hath fhowed her greateftforces: thar extreme euill, 
and wickednes , hath met with excellent vertue; and extraordinarie calami- 
ties haue accompanied great felicitie : fo could not one imagin any kind of vn- 
happinefle or vice ; which isnot found inthis age fo happie inthe reftiru- 
tion of good learning, and reftoring of {ciences. Neither isthere any amoneft 
all men, either Chriftians or barbarous Nations, but-hath fuffered much. . 
No part of the habitable earth , no: perfon is exempted from afflictions: 


_ which increafe from day to day, and aretoo muchknowen to our damage 


and confufion. p PaenNNE hos, cay etiinen iNT 
Euery wherethe publike fates hauebin affli€ted, changed, or deftroied, 
and euety where the R eligion troubled with herefies. Not only all Europe; 
but alfo the fartheft regions of Afia, and Africk ; the inhabitants ofthenew 
found lands, and of the Eaft and Weft Indies being innumerablein multi- 
tude, and difperfed into infinite places, hauebin troubled with foreine and 
ciuile warres , long continued: wherehence hath followed the.excefsiue 
price of all things, with often famines and peftilences. We muft think that 
God being angrie with men,fendeth fuch calamities generally, and particu- 
larly, to correct our vices; and to bring vstoa greater knowledge ; andreue- 
renceof him: For there was neuerin the world morewickednes, more im- 
pictie, or more difloialtie ; Deuocion is quenched ; fimplicitieand innocen- 
cie mocked at ;and thereremayneth buta fhadow of luftice. All is turned 
vpfide downe, nothing goeth as it ought . Butthe moft notable aduerfities 
and profperities of this age, are elegantly reprefented by Fracafforixé inthele 
goodly Verfes, = LS Judats | etnies 6 
Credo equidemi & queda nobis diuinitus effe 
Inuenta, ignaros fatis dicentibus ipfis.. 
Nam quanquam fera tempeftas , & iniqua fuerunt 
Sydera : non tamen omhino prefentiadiudm 
Abfuit 4 nobis, placidi & clementia cceli.. 
-Simorbum infolitum , fidura &triftia bella 
Vidimus , & {parfos dominoium cede’penates; 
Oppidaque, incenfafque vrbes, fubuerfaque regna, 
Et templa, & captis temerata altaria facris a 
Flumina deie@as fi perrumpentia ripas 
Euertere fata, & medijsnemora eruta in yndis, » 
Et pecora , & domini correptaquerura hatarunt; 
_ Obfeditqueinimica ipfas penuriaterras: 
Heceadem tamen hec ztas, quod fata negarune 
_ Anuquis , totum aes fulcare carinis.. 


~ Id pelagiimmenfum quod circuit Amphitrite. 
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Nec vifum fatis, extremo ex Atlante repoftos 
‘Hefperidum penetrarefinus, praxtmque fub Aréto 
Infpedare alia, preruptaque littora rapt; 

- Atque Arabo aduehere, & Carmano ex equore metces:. 
Aurore fed itum in populos Tiranidis vique eft, 
Supra Jodum Gangemque , fupra qua terminus olim 
Calygare noti orbis erat :{uperata Cyambe 
Et dites Ebeno , & foelices macere fyluze. 

Denique & 4 noftro diuerfum gentibus orbem, 
Diuerfum ccelo, & clarum maioribus aftris, 
Remigio audaci attigimus , ducentibus & dijs. 


The endof the tenth Booke, 
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A COMPARISON OF THIS AGE, 
‘with the moft famous former Ages; toknow wherein it es fuperiour, inferiour; 
or equall vnto them :and firft touching the warfare it ibefe dayes, 

with the auncient Greek, and Romany ~ 


The Eleuenth Booke, 


g¢ HE excellencie of this age being briefly declared ; we 
B will hence forward compare it with the moft famous of 
Fy the former; inmatter of Armes, Artilleri¢,C aptaines, Ar- 
yey. mies, Battailes, Sieges, Empires,and other States, voiages 

¥” by fea, and by land , difcoueries of C ountries , riches, 
A maneérs;and {ciences: toknow wherein it is f{uperiour, 
2} or inferiour, or equall vnto them ; beginning with the 
comparifon of the warfare of thefe dates with the auns 
cient Greeke and Romaine. It is faid,thac CY AX ARES king of the Me- 
dians was the firft that diftributed the men of warre of Afia into Bandes, 
Squadrons , and Companies ;and ordayned that the horfemen: and foot- 
men fhould haue their quarters apart; and fhould no more march confu- 
fedly asthey were wont to do. The ROMAINS accounting more of 
their Infantetie , then of their Caualerie ; and founding on it all the def- 
feignes of their power; diuided their footmen into thofe that were breil 
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and fuch as were lightly armed, whom they called elites: vndet which 
word were vnderftood, all fuchas vfed flings,darts, and bowes ;the'greateft 
part of whom (as Polybius faith ) were armed with a caske, and to couer 
themfelues , had a fhield or target on theirarme , and fought without kee- 
ping any rank or order, a good way from the heauie, or maine armie. The 
men that were heauily armed had a falade, which couered their head >and 
came downeas far astheir fhoulders. There bodie was armed with cuiraffes, 
which with thetafes couered their thighes , as far astheir knees. They had 
moreouer their leggs,and their armes couered with greues, and vantbrafles, 
and caried alfo a fhield of fower foote long , and two and a halfe broad; 
which hada circle or plate of yron aboue,to fuftainethe blowesthe better; 
andto keepe it from cleauing ; and an other plateof yron vnderneath, which 
kept the fhieldfrom being wafted,and worne,with leaning itonthe ground: 
which might be comparedto a pauois , prouided that the pauois had in the 
verie midft thereof a boffe of yron , well fet on , and clofe ioyned, as their 
fhieldes had ; the better thereby to endure the blowes and firokes which 
fhould fall thereon . Befides they hada {word girt on their left fide, and on 
their right fide a fhort dagger : They had a dart in their hand » which they 
called Pilwm, and threw it whenthey began their fight. Some write, that 
befides their pauois , they caried alfoa pike,namely the Greek fouldiers. But 
_ that feemeth impofsible, becaufe they muft needes haue enough to do to 
helpthemfelues with one of thefe weapons apart and to vfe them both to- 
seiner werean vneafie , anda veriedifficult thing : forthe pike alone requi- 
reth both hands ; and the pauois on thother fide ferueth only fordefence to 
couer themfelues, becaufe it was not verie maniable. And the target alfo 
could not well be handled, but would be ina maner vnprofitable: except at 
the beginning of the battaile they holp themfelues with their pike , hauing 
theirtarget at their back ;and that comming foneere together , that the pike 
feruedthemto no farther vfe , then they abandoned it to take their Target ; 

wherwith,and with their fword,the fouldiers holpthemfelues inthe prefle. 


The GREEKS did not lade themfelues with fuch heauie armourasthe » 


Romains , but they gaue themfelues therwithall much more to catrie the 
pike ; efpecially the Macedonian Phalanges » which carried pikes called 
Sarifses ,of ten cubites long ; wher withthey aflaied to break the rankes of 
their enemies without going out of their owne. But feeing that the RO- 


MAINS conquered all the world , we may wellthink that they were the . 


beftarmed ofall, — AO Ax) 
The fathion of this time is ,to arme the foorman with good Curets, and 
a cask or headpeece: which feemeth to be fufficient for the defence ofa tnan, 
. aud is better then the harneis of the auncients. Touching weapons to of- 
fend , we carrie a {word fomewhat longer thentheirs : Our other armes are 
the pike , the halbard , partifan, harquebuze; and many others not fo vfuall 
amongtt fouldiers ; andthe target : although there is little reckoning made 
thereof, except it be for an ale ; and befides there are f ew that vie it but 


the 
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the Capraines:T he Harquebuze hath bin found out but few yeares fithence; 
and is verie good, fo'itbe handled byfuch asare skilfull and readie: yet now 
adaies , euery one will bea harquebuzier ; whether it be to get themore pay; 
orto be the lefleloden ; or elsto fight the farther off, The Halbards area new 
kind of weapon lately inuented bythe Switzers: which are verie good if 


theybe ftrong, and will cut well; andnot light ones fuch as the Italians vie, 


O) 


And in like fort are their Partifans ;which being ftronger and better fteeled 
then they are, would ferue well againft naked men: but againft thoie that 
are armed can dono great fertiice. Amoneft ether-armes whichare leffe in 
vie are the long bow , and the crofbow : which may do verie great harmeto 
men that are not wellarmed : both by reafon of their readines in footing; 


which is verie fodaine; and alfo for the furenes of their blowes,which are. 


feldome in vaine, Concerning the Pike, if the Switzers haue not bin the in- 
uentours therof; yer atleaft wife they haue firft brought it in vfe: becaufe 
that they being poore at thefirft, and defirous to liue in libertie, were con- 
ftrained to fight againft the ambition of the Princes of Germanie; who by 
reafon of their riches and power , intertained many horfemen , which the 
Switzers could notdo; and for this caufemadetheir warres on foores,Thea 
were they conftrained (to defend themfelues againft the Cauallerie of their 
enemies) to hauerecourfe tothe auncient maner ;and therhence to chofe 
fome kind of armes for, defence againft horfemen :which necefsitie, made 
them either to maintain, or bring in vfe againe, the. orders ofthe time paft; 
without which, footmen are altogether vnprofitable: wherefore they took 
pikes as verie feruiceable weapons , not only to fuftainethe aflaule of, men at 
armes ; but alfo to ouercome them . By meanes of which armes, and by the 
affiance which they haueintheir good order ; they haueraken on them fuch 
boldnes ,that fifteen or twentie thoufand of them, durft vndettake to fland 
againft a world of horfemen. The example of the force which thefe people 


haue fhowed to be in armes of footmen, are the caufe that fithence the - 


voiage of king Charlesthe eight ; other Nations hauejmitated them;namely 
the Spaniards , and Almaines ; then the Italians , and Frenchmen yfollow- 
ing the order which the faid Switzers keepe, and the maner of the armes 
which they beare; but for.order, therejare few like vnto them.’ We muft 
labour thea to gett this order; or if it be polsible, ,,20 forme or finde out 
fome more fafe : by meanes whtereof we may: defend.vs from jeuery one, 
and be preferred beforeall others « -To do this ie feemeth to.fuch as are 
moft expert.in this matter, that we ought veri¢. well to arme the bodies 
of our fouldiers , to the ende that the rankes may! be; fo much:the harder 
to be broken: efpecially fach as ferue before in fteede of a wall ,or, vant- 
mure; and.all rhe reft (if it be polsible ) euery one according to his wea- 
pon. And it muft not be’ thought ftrange , that we lode thele men with 
fo much: Armour ; for it isto armethem furely infuch fort asthey ought 
to be armed, that meane to ftande to it: and nota they which arme 
them (elues lightly ; whe becing euill coucred andiarmed , thinke rather 
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THE ELEVENTH BOOKE . 
on flying , then of ouercomming staking example by the Romaines, who 
armed their fouldiers which were ordered in batalions; as heauily as pofsi- 


blythey could,to make them the firmeragainft their enemies,andt atfeeling 


their bodies fo loden with harneis, they thould not looketo faue themfelues 
by flight: but either to dic inthe placejorto get the victorie. Vegetiuscom- 
playneth of the fouldiers of his time, thatthey went toolightly armed, and 
followed not the Auncients? which :werealwaies wont to ouercome their 
enemies , becaufethey were cuermore well armed; and that fuch as were ill 
armed wete ordinarily ouercome in all their battailes. The fouldiers alfo- 
miuft harden their bodies vnto paine, learne to helpe themfelues with thofe 
armes aad weapons which they beare , to keepe their order in marching 
thoroughthe Countrie and the maner of encamping , or lodging together 
in a.campe: which arethe principall points that an Armie oughtroknow. 

> Te Nations which heretofore hauehad ordinances , or companies of 
footmen; haue alwaies made one principall numberof the men which they 
leaied.w hichalthough it hath bin diuerfly named, yet hath it bin euer almoft 
equal innumber: becaule they haueall ordained it of fix or eightthoufand 
men ; Which nuniber by the R omains was called a Legion , becaufe they !e- 
tied their men by election; of the Greekes rhalanx ; of the Gaules Caterue; 
of the Siwitzers and Almaynes Hoart sthat isto fay , a Battalion: which the 
Italians and Spaniards’ do alfo vfe; But they haue of late beganto call ita 
Regiment /Dhe greateft diforder that they can commit which ordainea bat- 
talion, is in this} that they take no heed, but only to makethe head ftrong ; in 
Which they place the Captaines, and all the valianteft ,and beft armed of all 
the bands’,taking no care of prouiding for the back, for the fides , and the 
innermoft rankes : as ifthe formoftrankes were the whole hope of the vito- 
rie; and that thereft ferwied Ohly to make vpa number, For by thismeanesthey 
hazard the whole on two or three rankes ; as ifthey were immortal,or fuffiz 
cientalone to make refiftance,withoutthe help of the reft which arebehind 
them: which isdireétly contrarieto that order which the Auncients obfer- 


ued; which was, to receiué one rank intoanother ; and one battaile into en — 
other ; and to + obftinately euen to the laft. For withoutthis maner it is 


not posible to fccour-or to defend the fir: nor yet by withdrawing them 
Withintheit rankes ; to come to fight in their place. | : 
*- With which meane the ROMATINS knew how to help themfelues 
Often’, atid t6 this efid they parted their Legions into three maners of men 


which Were called Aattari , Principes, and Triarii, The Hastarii made the 


front , atid Had their rankes furnifhed with good ftore of men. The principes 
made the-fecond battaile ,‘and were aranged with thinner rankes then the 


fir. Fhe? viarii made the thirdand laft; with their rankes fo thin,that when — 


need was, they ‘could receiie withitithem both the former bartailes. More- 
ouer theyhad their Velizes, which Werelightly armed:whodid fuch feruices 
asthe harquebtiziers dowith vs : and were placed in the winges between rhe 
batalion’, ‘and the horfemen. Thele being lightly armed began the batraile: 
oe And 
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OF THE VARIETY OF THINGS. tg 
And ifit hapned thatthey ouercametheir enemies, they purfued the viGorie 
but if they were beaten back sthey retired into the flankes of the Battalion. 
_ After whofe retreat,the Hafaries or pikemen came to fight with their ene- 
mies ; andif they found themfelues to weake; to withftand them , and that 
the enemies ouercamethem, they retired then: by little and Jittle into the 
thin rankes of the Prizces, with whom theyrenewedthe bartaile, And if it 
fo fell out that againe they were beaten sthen-both theone, and the ‘other 
withdrew themfelues within the ‘Zyiaries : With whomthey altogether be: 
gan the ight anew. And if thefe three forts of fouldiers were ouerthrowen, 
they had then no-farther remedie to relieve themfelues , Which maner-of 
repairing themfelues three times; feemeth to be inuincible: becaufe thatfor- 
tune mut thrice abandon vs ; and therewith alfo our enemie miuft fight with 
vs ,and-ouercomevsthreé times, iy si6 
- The GR EEKES with all their Phalanges, had not this meanes of re- 
newing themfelues ; and although in'themthey had many chiefes,and many 
rankes ; yet notwithftanding of all together ,there was made.but one head, 
and one bedie. And the maner which they hadto fuccour one another, was 
Not toretire the one rankes into the other ; as the’ R omainsdid: but for-one 
fouldier to ftep into:the place of another ; and this they did in the maner as 
followeth. The Phidange was ordred by rankes), as is our Battalion; yet was 
it not confufedly : for euery band knew his owne place; and the Decuries, 
that is to fay, the chambers or fquadrons werearanged in fuch fort, thatthe 
fouldiers followed-one another sand were in file and not in front, as we 
place-ours. Whereof the firft was called the Deane, or Decurion, whom we 
may call the Chiefe of the Chamber ; and the laft was called the Guide of 
the back. The fecond was called swbites ,and the former prefes and con- 
fequéntly the reft called on the other sub/fes, and Preftes euen to the faid 
guide, which madevp the end: Of thefe rankes there were a good many 
and mores in fomuch that one rhalange had two hundred fiftie and fix men 
in front: and Lxiiij. rankes in length . True itis that they werédiuided vri- 
der fower Colonels : which marched all in front; with certaine {paces be- 
_ tween them. But letvs put the cafe, that inveach rank there were CC Lvj. 
men, and thatthey cameto encounter with their enemies 3 ifit cameto pafle 
that in going, or in fighting , any one of them wereflaine’or ouerthrowen, 
he that was in the fecond rank, and right againft the place of the man'that 
was faine namely his seb/es eftfodnes aduanced himfelfe, and ftepped into 


the place:of the former. And bythis meanesthe men of that rank remayned 
alwaiés ‘complete, and full. And tofill vp thefecond rank , they of the third 
hamety the rreffes, ftepped forward , and pur-them felues into the void pla- 
- ces ,andthofeof the tourth furnithed the third sand fo fuccefsiuely ,and al- 
moftat one inftant, the latter rankés fupplied , and filled vp the former: In 
fuch fort;that the firft rankes were alwaies whole and entier ;and there was 
no place that remayned voide fauing in the laft rank, which confurned it 
felfe;hauing none behind to fillit vpy in fuch ei Rien the domage which an 
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THE ELEVENTH BOOKE 
firftrankesreceitied,was the caufe of confuming thelaft:Sothefe Phalanges, 
by meanes of their order might fooner be‘confumed; then broken : for to 


ouerthrow them was to difficult athing, by reafon of theirpreat number. 


~The R omains vfed Philanges atthe beginning , and had their legions alfo | 
ordered after the Greeke maner ; but that order afterwards mifliked them: 
Wherforethey'diuided their men into many bodies sas namely into Cohortes; 
and: Adanipulos yaccounting that the bodie which had moft foules,muft haue 
mottlife; being alfo compounded of moft members. hd wr i 


The Burtalions of the Switzers,Almaines,Frenchmen,and others, doimi- 


tateat this timeiin fome partthemaner of the Phalanges :afwellin that they _ 
~ arange'a greatnumber of mentogether, asaffo intharthey place theminfuch 

~ fort, that one may ftep into theplace ofanother. Burthat this maner is notfo 
good,as that ofthe R omains ; many examples of theR omainlegions do tell _ 


vs :becaufethat whenfoevierthe Romains fought againtt the Greekes,their 


phalanges were confumed:, and oulerthrowem bythe R omain legions}; for _ 


the difference 'of the armes which thefe Nations did vfe,, and alfo the Ro- 
main maner- of relicuing themfelues threetimes, was of more for@g,then the 


great number.and the foliditie of the Grecian rhalanzes. ©. 


- In orderinga BAT ALTON then after all. thefe. examples , it were 
goodto-retaine in part the armes and fathionsof the Gretk phalanges, arid in 
part of the Romain Legions ;and of our triodern men of warre: Wherefore 
in one Legion now adaies,there: fhouldbe three thoufand, and fiue hundred 


ordinarie pikemen , tomake the bodieof the Batalion , and fower hundred — 


and twentie forthe flankes; onchuridred and feuenti¢ extraordinarie yfor the 
forlorne hope, which arethe armes of the phalanges: Belides the pikemen 
were reattaehne hundredHalebardiers;which are weapons foundout in 
ourtime; andmoreouer, CCC Cxx.Harquebuziers, for the flankes; DCIxxx. 
for the forlornehope. The bodie of the Batalion is diuided intoten bands; 
as theR omains parted theirZLegions, intoten Cobortes.. The Harquebuziers 
fre ordained to beginthebattaile and for skirmithes;, as the Romains had 


their!Velites: And asthe armes are taken of diuers Nations ;fo muft alfo 


thefelbandes participae with the orders.of many fundry people. The men 
ofall thefe bandes are fix thoufand , and feuentie »befides which. , there 
oughtto bein euery Legion a General, chiefe aboue the Captaines, whom 


they call aCOLONEL,,:hauing for his officers thefe which follows 
namely ,a Marthall of the Campe, a Sergeant Maior 5a Prouoft, and.vnder . 


the Prouoft, fome men ofknowledge ; to alsift him in his iudgements'; 
and to counfaile. him concerning matter-of Luftice:. He-muft-alfo-haue a 
mufter Mafter,, and fome Sergeants, and Clarkes of bandes ; and'a mafter 


of high. luftice, or executioner. Moreouer,, it is neceflarie thatthe faid . | 
Colonel , hae one, or two teligious P arfons, to fay the diuine feruice,, 


and to adminifter the Sacramentes , to thofe of his Legion, or Regiment. | 


He mutt alfo‘hane a Phifitian ,an Apothecarie , fome Surgeons , fome ma- | 


-kers of fire-workes , and of powder ; and fome Armorers. The ouerplus 
fia Fer pees are 459) 
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co the full number of thirtie,oughtto be referued for his guard. 
-. The Enfignes at this-time ferue ratherto make a great fhow of people, 
then for any militarievfe: but antiquitie vfed them for guides , and to know 
the better how to bring themfelues in order. For euery one asfoone as the 
Enfignemade a ftands knew where his place was about it, and how to put 
himfelfe in it prefently. They knewinlike maner that if it mouedor ftaied, | 
thar they were accordingly , either to moue , or ftand ftill. Therefore it is 
requifite, that in one Campe there fhould be many bodies, that is to fay ; 
bandes ; and that euery bodiehaue his Emfigne,to guidethofethat areof the 
fame bodie: for inhauing it, the campe hath more armes,and by confequent 
more life. The fouldiers then ought to order themfelues according to the 
Enfignes ; and the Enlignes according to the found ; which being ordained 
as irought,commaundeththe whole Legion: which if it march in fuch fort; 
that their places be correfpondentto the beating of the Drums, will eafilie 
keepe this ordinance. Andtothefe endsthe Auncients had flutes; and fifes, 
and founds perfectly agreeable . For as he whichdaunceth according to the 
fallesof the Mufick doth noterre; foalfo that Batalion which marcheth ac- 
cording tothe found of the Drumme, can not fall in difarray . And therfore 
when they were difpofed to changetheir place; or according as they liftedto 
kindle, or appeafe, and aflure their fouldiers, they likewile changed their 
found ; and as the founds were variable, fo the names of them were diuers. 
We haue in our time the Drummes for the footmen ; and the Trompets 
for the horfemen;both which inftruments haue their feuerall beatings , and 
founds , to incourage the fouldiers when it is needfull : and to this end are 
they inuented to commaund , and tomake themfelues vnderftood a far off. 
But J beleeue verilie, thar the Drumimes were alfo inuented to ferue to keepe 
meafure for the fouldiers intheit marchitig: for all the times and dinerfities 
of their beatingsare true cadences;and meafures for the haftning,or ftaying 
of the pace of the men of warre . It behoueth them then to learne all the 
founds, all the fignes,and all the cries; which are vfedto commaund in bat- a 
taile; and that euety one vnderftand whatthey fignifie; Euen as the Mariners 
know what they are to do by the only whiftle of the Mafter : wherein the 
fouldier ought to be readie, and inftructed to obey prefently , and to pur- 
pofe, to the beating of the Drummes,whether it be to march forward; or to 
ftand fill; or toretire ; or elsto turne their facesjand armes toany part. And 
tothefe endesthe Colonel! is to ordaine that all his drums, hauethe felf fame 
kind of beating ; and that they all vfe one , andthe fame forme of ftriking an 
Alarum,; of making proclamation; of imbatayling themfelues ; of going tor- 
ward ,or backward ; of turning them on thone fide or on thother ; or for 
the retreit: And in brief to fignifieall the other points, which the voice of one 
alone , can not make fo well vnderftood , as doth the found of many drums, 
which caufe themfelues to be heard in thegreateft tumult, and the thickeit 
thronges. The fouldiers alfo oughttobe foattentiue, to harken what is faid 
vnto then, or commaunded ; thatthey neucr faile. The Drummes alfo ought 
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to be readieto beate,according to the found of the Colonel his Trompets; 
by whichthey are directed in all their beatings ; The Colonel his Trompet 
muft be expert in all kind of foundings;anddoe themfo loudeand fhril,thar 
he make not one thing vnderftood for.another : but know how to exprefle 
as appertaineth,the commaundment of the Colonel; about whom he ought 
alwaies tobe ,and neuer to forfake him; Thé caufe why Trompets are ap- 
pointed for footmen , is becaufe they be much better vnderftood then the 


Drummes, ifthere be a great tumult; and that the found muft be varied : for 


it is bythe Trompets that they aregouerned , whofe found is higher then is 
the beating of Drummes : Which the Switzers, ( who haue bin the inuen- 


tours of Drummes ) haue knowen: And for thefe purpofes haue Trom- 


pets before their batalions ; by which the chiefes doe fignifie what the 
Batalion is to doe. And it is no long time fithence they vfed great Cor- 
netts. shies 910 
And forafmuch as the AR TILLER IE is conducted, and garded by 
the footmen: we will fpeak thereof, asfar foorth as concerneth the compa- 
rifon of auncient things with moderne; before we come to intreat of the 
horfemen,, or men of armes . The nameof ex4rtillerie was before, that Ca- 
nonrie Was knowen , comprehending all engines of batterie, and defence; 
which by excellencie, remaineth only tothe Canon, all other auncient mi- 
litarie inftruments fayling :as Bali/fes, Catapaltes, Rammes,and all others, Dio- 
dorus the Sicilian writeth of an engine of -batterie called Helipols , which 
Demetrius furnamed Poliocritus vfedagainft the Towne of Salamis in-Cy- 
prus. T his engin was Lx. cubits broad of all fides; and Lxxx. inheigth: and 
therewith had nyne ftages, feparatedthone from thother with plankes of 
‘wood ; and yet notwithitanding was all fuftained with fower great wheeles 
of one Cubitein height .Hehadmoreouer many engines called Rammesto 
batter the wals: and to!fuccour themtwo other mightie engines or fences of 
bordes, couered with hairecloth, or with raw hides , which ferued again 
fire or ftones ; vnder which they mightfafely aflaylethe walls. He placed be- 
low, and inthe firft ftorie , many enginesto fheote great and heauie ftones ; 
in the middle ftorie,there were other éenginés fhooting long and fharpe fhor; 
and inthe higheft ftories , others hooting lighter fhot, and. {maller flones: 
And euery where was a fufficient number of men ,to handle and vfe thofe 


engines;abouttwo hundred inall: Polybius fhoweth the fafhion ofan other — 


engine of warre called Sambucus; whichthe R 6mains vied againit the Citie 
of Syracufa: & it was after this fore.Bhey had readieintheir fhipa ladder of 
fower footebroad,that when they landed, they might fet it againft the wal;on 
the fides wherofthey faftned things to hold by, and armed it with a couer of 
defence, fetting it a croflethofe holds which held the thips togeher ; in fuch 
fort,that it tood agood waybeyond the fordeck of thefhip.T othetop of the 
mafts were faftned polieswith cordes, & there whennecelsitie required they 
drew thofe that wereatthe hind part of the fhip by the polies with cordes,to 
the top of the ladder. T hother alfo which were atthe forcaftle,madefaftthe 


ue 


engine 
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engine with ftages ; and then ehey drew neere vnto the wall,comming on 
_ land by the fayling of the thips, which was eafily done by meanes of thetwo 
decks made onthe outlide. At thetop of the ladder there was a plank, of a 
good breadth,andfendedwith fhieldes: on which fower fouldiers gor VPs 
andfoughragainft thofe which out of the fortreflesdid hinder the approch 
ofthe Sambague . Andwhen asbythe approch of the ladder they had Sot= 
~ tento the wail ; difarming the fidesof their thieldes , they got vpintothefor- 
trefles, or towers: andthe reft foltowed them by the Sambuque , bymeanes 
of the tranfporting of the ladder, out of one veflell'into an other ; by the 
cordes and pullies. Which engine was with good reafontermeda Sambuques 
for when it was{o perfected and ereCted., the figure of the fhip, and the lad- 
der together refembled-a-Sambuque; being an inftrument of Mufick , which 
wecall-a Shagboote. Th¢ Romains then thought tocome tothe wall with 
this engine thus prepared: But Archimedes with other engines , caft from 
the topofthe walla great ftone of the waight of ten kinralls,thena fecond ; 
and afterward athird:, one after:an other; which falling on this engine,with 
a wonderfull thundering and tempeft, broke downe all the foundation » difz 
membring, and difleuering thofe things: which ioyried the gallies together; 
and vpheld it. And going about to come neerer to the wall ,to auoide thé 
biowes of the ftones, and the thot, which they thought would haue ‘gone 
ouer their heads , and couldnot haue hurtthem,when they were neeresthey 
Werte beaten back by other engines, whofe cariage was proportioned for att 
diftances: andmany holes and arches beingneere one an other on the wall, 
where there Were many crofbowes to fhoore neeté at hand , being in fich 
places,thacthe enemies without could nor feethem; when they were about 
to come neerer sthinking to be vnder-couert; andto remaine out of fight; 
they were all aftonifhed, finding rhemfelues againe receiued with an infi2 
nitenumber of fhot , and beaten downe with ftones, which fell directly on 
their heads : for there wasno place of the wall, but thot at them: By reafon 
wherof they were conftrained to retiré back again fromthe wall ; but when 
they were then farther remoued the thott,ftones,and atrowes, that flew on 
all fides,found them out,and hit chemwherethey were;in firch fort,that there 
Were many men f{poiled, andmany oftheir vellels brufed,and battered: they 
not being able to take any reuenge on their enemies; becaufethat Archim~ 
des had prepared the moft part of his engines behind and vnder couert,and 
not vpon the wall. All which inventions are fubtile, and ingenious but yet 
hot comparable to the Canon in thefe-daies ; which breaketh and batterech 
wharfotierivencountredt. /. % A Ae drdoshsn scious Heer ot Sf 
Fcomenow to the CAV ALER'IE; whichis vied diuerfly ‘in diuers 
Regions .Some vfethat called of the ‘eats bardéd hor- 
fes with lances, and cutelatfes y Others vie lighthorfes with fwordes and 


piftoles; And others rydenaké@ or vnarmed, withrfhort lances, ashorfman-' - 


ftaues,or bowes and arrowes, or harqtiebuze.T he Cataphraéte Catialérie of 
Feance, hath alwaies bin much regarded, carying thename aboue ee 
. ie both 


SE NENENTR EI 


7 


a ena 
meme 


fe Be ep ees PEGs BF SER SIT Rian AR a bint Sood 


ne ee 
i & Mev 2 r, 


ESTER eng Ss AAR PO ee eo 


THE ELEVENTH BOOKE 


both for exploit , and equipage ; and efpecially fithence the time of king 4 


Charlesthe feuenth : who reduced itto a certain number of lances, and men 
of armes, of his ordinances, ordinarily paied , and continually exercifed in - 
armes , being diuided into garrifons in his frontier places. He diuided them 
into bands, and companies, furnifhed with Captains; Lieutenants, Enlignes, 
Guidons, menof armes, Marthals of the lodgings,quarter Mafters, and har- 
bingers;treaforers ofthe warres, and paymafters of companies,commiflaries, 
and controllours : committing the charge ofthem to chofen Lordsof wife- 
dome, and magnanimitie :astothe Conftable,and Marfhals of France ; and 
other men of qualitie.- iat Mab 4 
'TheMAMMELVGS being takenthemoft ofchem out ofthe countrie 
of Circafe, were inftructed by Mafters of fence,andcontinually exercifed in 
armes; hardning them tolabour ,to honger , and tothirft, and'to lieon the 
ground;or on fome poore peece of tapiftry. T hey which were foundthemoft 
valiant, were inrolled inthis order; receiuing fromthattime forward good in- 
tertainment;and falarie . Wherefore hauing no other care, but of armes ; and 
being {trong of difpofition, and accuftomed fromtheir infancie vnto paine; 
they gaue themfelues the chiefepraife for warre ,aboue all other Nations: 
thinking that there werenot in theworld any, whom they could not ouer- 
come byarmes. =” . pig ‘ Ree A 
The PERSIANS are Cataphractes, hauing ftrong barded horfes;and _ 
are verie valiant men of armes:in {uch fort,that fueand twentiethoufand of 
them, donot feare a hundred thoufand ‘Turks; which fight vnarmed vpon 
light horfes. The Nobititie of the countrieare boundtogotothe warre, by 
the fees,and vnderfees which they pofleffe ; as in France, Spaine, Lombardy, 
Naples,England,Germanie,& Poland: andto find a certain number of armed 
men,according to thereuenew of their lands which they hold, either by fuc- 
cefsion from their parents;or by benefit of the Prince.T hericher fortarecom< _ 
monly verie wellarmed ;the others content themfelues with falets, and coates 
of mayle:and being couered with fhields,they fightfomtimes with the lance, 
and fotietimes with thebow « T hole of Scyras areaccounted the beft ; ther 
the Affyrians ; with whom aremingled,theMedians, and Parthians the beft 
archers of Afiaafterthe Tattarians; Phe ARMENIANS likebetter to fight 
on foote , and are ordered in batalions; fortifying themfelues with great pa- 
uoiles, pitched in the ground againfttheir enemies: vfing fhort pikes, & axes; 
and flings. T heir allies aré the Georgians;& Mengtelles; vihiel ate Chrifti- 
ans after the Greeke maner ; and repuged moft warlike. ; 
_Thereisgreat reckoning madeofthe ALBA NESES of Greece,of the 
HOVSSERONS of Hongarie,& ofthe REISTERS of Germanie.But the 
Turksatthisday feemttobethe chiefwarriours,hauing ouercomthe French- 
men in the battail of Nicopeli; ouerthrowen the Mammelucs;& vanquifhed 
the Perfians intheit owne Countrie; fubduédithe Albanefes, and the Hon- 
farians,entred,& wafted Germanic. Wherof none oughtto wonder, confide- 
ting their difcipline ; inthe which they haue many things moft commend: 
isd n : obferue 
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OF THE, VARIETYOFR THENGS, 118 
obferued with Iufticeand feuerity ; in fuchforethat they excell therein the 
auncient Greeks,and Romains.T he firft is {obriety,for in {carfity of viduals 
they wilfuftainethemfelues in war witha little bread halfe baked, anid rice; 
with the pouder of fleth that is dried inthe funne. T heir drink is faire water, 
being forbiddénto dtink wine in the Campe.Such a law had in ancient time 
the Carthaginiiaris in war,as Plato faith. Bucthe Turks belides this politicke 
difcipline hae their religion alfo, which maketh them the more fearefull to 
offend. T hére was neuer elfwhere thelike obedience; becaufe thete is not a- 
mongftthem any company aboue x.men,but hath his head; & the inferiours 
are alwaies obedientto their {uperiours. T heir filence in fuch amultitudeis 
meruailous;fo many fouldiers being kept in order by fignes ofthe hand, & of 
the countenance, without {peaking any word: In fo muchthat oftentimes in 
the night theylet their prifoners elcape for feare of making noife. There is 
none fo hardyas to bring any. woman into the army 5 nor to vfe the company 
of any:T hey play notatdice,nor cards,nor any other plaies of hazard,for mo- 
ny:neither-do they blafpheme Godin any fort; but name him at al times with 
greatreueréace. T he rwocates which they punifh moft greeuoufly are quar- 
rels,and thefts, Marching thoroughthe countrey in theftummer feafon, they 
darenot fortheirliuesto goamongft the corne,& fpoil it. They defpifedeath, 
thinking thar it is predeftinate vnto euery man;and the day of his death writté 
inhis forehead; which it is not pofsibleto auoid: which maketh them more 
bold andaduentorous; asalfothe punifhment & recompencewhichare pre- 
fentfor them that do well or euil. For whereas punifhment,and reward,doe 

vphold ail cmon weals(as Solon faid) & honor, & reproch arethetwo wings 
of vertue:prefently amongftthem after the fight is done, he that hath acquited 
himfelfe wel,is rewarded by increafing of his pay; and hethat hathdone euill 
hath his head cut off;or elstémaineth for euer difhonored. They neuerlodge 
iri thie townessneither when they comeneer them, do they pérmit any to goe 
lyethere;for feareofiniuriesand feditions: obferuing military difcipline very 
ftri@ly; tothend,that while they are in cape,they be not vfed vnto delicacies, 
which in times paft hauedeftroied mighty kingdoms;and cotrupted the moft 
warlike Nations. Moreouer to auoide ydlenes, the Othoman Princes haue 
accuftomted, from two yeres totwo yeres,to make wars in fome place;tothe 
endto exereifetheir men of war: which otherwife being difperfed here and 
therein the prouinices would confume,and cometo beof little worth:T here 
is no nation with whomthe Turkes haue had any different,but they alwaies 
ouercamethem; befidesthe T artarians. Norwithftanding although thegreat 
Seignior aboundeth in men,and in all things requifite for warres, more then 
any other Monarch of our time; yet for all that he aduenturethnothing rafh- 
ly: and-obtaineth more viCtories by dexterity,and taking opportunities,then 
hedoth by force.He knoweth themaners of thofewith who he hathtodeale, 
& procureth thé other enimies,to thend,to diftraat, & to weaké their forces: 
caufing the fituation ofthe countries to be fet downe before him in a model: 
which way heisto march;wherto encape with his army;to fight ue ie 
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| ‘THE ELEVENTH BOOKE © | 
feldofie going into any countrey, but when itis deuided;andthat he hath 
fauouiand intelligence withthe one'partie. He accuftometh when he goeth 
abopeany long ordifficult ionrney,andwherethe coittrey is vneafie to draw 
artillerie; to cary itin pieces: andthen towards the bounds of the enemy, or 
when he hath pafled the cuil way,to caft and meteit! When hé conquereth 
by armes any new countrey, he ouerthroweth by:and by all:thevnieceflary 
-fortrefles; deftroieth the cities, andtourneth them into poore Hamlets; ex: 
tinguifheth wholly the great ones, and the nobles::fuffering thé Common — 
people to line in thatreligion which they:had'beforey' All his ‘gréat power 
comifteth in his ‘horfemen called commonly spuchis s: and in-hisfootemen 
whichiare called Lavifaries. TheSpachis haue asthiich pay intime of peace, 
asin warre, and are about the number of two hindred thoufande; compre- 
hending as wellthe ordinary ones of the Court,andhoufe of the Prince; as 
the fubiects or Beglerbeis, Moreouer there are threefcore thoufand aduen- 
turours, named «4 changis: to whom the Turkes and Tartarians do ioine 
when they are called. But there is no ftrength ae: the Turkes more aflu- 
red or moregalant, thenthat of the I enifartes; which can after the manerof 
the Macedonian —4r¢yra/pides in old time being difpofed into a phalange, 
fuftaine and breake all the affaults of theenemies: and neuer were ouercome 
togither. Amurath the fecondof thatname firft ordayned them, and by their 
helpewanthe great battaileat Verne, where Lancelotthe king of Hongaria, 
and Polonia was flaine.His fonne Mahomet tooke Conftantinoplebyaflaule, 
and Baiazer, Methon:Selim vanquithed the Sophi,& the two Souldans;Soli- 
man obtained many victories in Afia, Africk, & Europe. T heit weapons are. 
either bows,orlong harquebufes,which the moft part handlevery wel; thor: 
ter pikes then thofe with the Lanfquenets and Switzers vie;a Cymeter, anda | 
little battaile-axe. They fight ftoutely both by fea, and bylandé, ‘They take 
thefonnes of all the Chriftians that are fabie& to their $ eignior,which he . a 
commaundeth to betaken from three yeres to three, or from foure to foure; 
and maketh themto be brought vp very poorely, and to lye on hard ground; 
tothend to harden themto trauaile, andaccuftomethem to liaéin the field.” 
Allthe Turkes goe, with fuch courage, order, and alacrity to thewarre, ef . 
pecially when it isfor defence oftheir religion; that when they'aflemble to 
gothither, one wouldthinke they were rather going toa mariage,thén to the 
campe.Scarfely, and with much advo will they ftay for the prefixed time of » 
marching but doe:commonly prevent it. It diflyketh them much to remaine 
atreft without warrsaccounting themfelues happy when they dieriot in theit 
houfes, amidft the teares of their Wiues; but in fight amongeft the Lances, 
and arrowes of their enemies: not lamenting forthe loffé ofthofewhichdie 
in that maner; but reputing ther Roly, and praying for them in all their af- 
femblies. To preuent manflaushters (which they haue in preatdeteftation) 
they carieno weapons in the Coutt, nor in the ‘Townes, or in campe, faue 
wherthey are to fight; butlay them 6n camels ,“or mules, or keepe them 
Withinitheir tents. They care not for the colde of Winter, nor the heate 6f 
| : Sommer 


OF THE VARIETY OFITHING'S, 11g 
Sommer,nor for any other incommodity of the aire,or ofthe weather; T hey 
feare not the roughnefle of places, or length of the waies ; they content 
themfelues with a little ; and doe not lode themfelues with vnprofitable 
baggage: making great iourncyes, without fainting thorough theirtrauail, 
They thowe great ftaiedneffe in their manners, auoiding lightneffein their 
deedes, geftures, apparell , and {peaches: There is no curiofitie; vanitie 

Tueetah amongeit them : buton the contrary great fimplicitie,and mo- 
deftie. When AMV R.AT H the fecond, (whome they account a Saint, 
and who was very valiant and fortunatein armes) went to the Templeto 
praier, he went outof his palace without any pompe , accompanied onely 
with two feruants ; and woulde not bee faluted nor flattered with accla- 
mations: and being inthe Temple had no heauen fpred ouer him, nor any 
other magnificence; and before he died gaue ouer theEmpireto his fonne, 
and withdrew himfelfeto a religious folitarines. Hee was affable in f peach, 
wife in iudgement , and liberall in almes . His fonne MAHOMET had 
very fauorable fortune; refembling Alexander the great, in courage, in 
witt, and delire of glorie. Hee tooke Conftantinople by aflault at the ape 

“of twenticandtwo yeares: And complayned notwithftanding that Alex- 
ander at the fame age,with fo little power,had conquered theEmpire ofthe 
worlde: and hee yaa hadno leife hart, then he, and was mightié in 
men, inhorfes, armes, and reuenewes, couldnot hauce his will of one part’ _ 
thereof;although that by his great deeds he got thetitle of great vnto his fa- 

' family. SELIM preferred Alexander thegreat, and Iulius Cefar before al 
the great Capitaines ofthe auncients; reading inceflantly their deeds tran- 
flated into the Turkith tongue; and conforming himfelfe after their ymita- 
tion, hath gotren the greateft victories of our time. SOLIMAN after 
heehad gouerned wifely and happely that greatEmpireby the fpaceof for- 
tieand feauen yeares , being reuerenced and obeyed of his owne; feared of 
his neighbours , and defired of all ; dyed fighting at the age of thréefcore 
and eighteene yeres : and when he was dead by the terrour of his name; 
and reputation of his magnanimitie tooke Signet in Hongarie,leauing peace- 
able fo vnmeafurable a power vnto Selimhis fucceffour., 
. They, were neuer to any purpofe beaten, but by TAMBER LAN; 
who inknowledge, and experience of armes, power, authoritie, felicitie 

_ quicknelfe of fpirit, diligence, hardineffe, and perfeuerance; hath excelled. 
not onely the Orthomans: but alfo all the great Capitaines, Aflyrians, 
Egyptians , Medes, Perfians, Parthyans, Greekes , Romaines,Chriftians, 
and Saraferrs, | 
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THE ELEVENTH BOOKE 


A COMPARISON OF TAMBERLAN. 
- with Ninus,sefoftris, Cyrus, Darins, Alexander, Ar[aces ,Hanni- 
bal , Constantine, Atttla,and Charlemaigne, 


Lthough T AMBER LAN werenoKingsfonne as was Ninus, yet 

notwithftanding by efpeciall fauour of the heavens he attained tothe 

whole Empire of Afia,as thother had done; and led anarmie not much 
leffer then his, And as he difcomfited in battaile Z oroafter King of the BaGtri- 
ans; fo this manouercame Baiazettheking ofthe Turkes. He vanquifhed 
all the Scythians and Tartarians, on this fide, and onthother of the hill If 
maus as far astheriuer Volga; who before had killed Cyrus: and whome 
Darius with fo many millions of men, could not bring vnder his obedience: 
neither Alexander theterrour of theEaft; and which were neuer aflailed of 
the Romaines. As Sefoftris made his triumphant Chariot to be drawenby 
foure Kings, coupled in fteed of horfes, when he went to the Temple, or 
walked thorough the Citie:SoT AM BER LA N when hewenttohorfe, 
vied the backe of Baiazet, the captiue king of the Turkes for his foorftoole; 
euen as Sapores king of the Perlians , had vfed Valerian, the Emperour of 
the Romaines. Hee hath this common with Cyrus: that they were both 
brought vp amongft fhepheards ; and chofen kings by their companions; 


? 


wherehence begon their greatneffe. Hee was in fortune like to Alexander; _ 


who neuer fought battailebut he wan it ; neither befieged fortrefle but hee 

tooke it: hauing both of themreceiued continual! fauour of fortune, with- 

outany aduerfitie. As Alexander when he had ouercomethe Eaft, prepared 
great armies by fea, and by Jand, toconquer alfo the Weft, intendingro haue 
goninto Africk, as faras Mauritania,andto paffe atthe ftreight of Gibraltar. 
into Spain,and then therehenceto retourne by Gaule and Italy into Greece: 
and.as Julius Cefar went to fight againft the Parthians,purpofing after hee 

had ouercomethemto gointo Hircania,and enuironing the Cafpian fea,and 
themountaine Caucafus, to conquer the kingdome of Pontus as hee came 
backe, that hemightafterward enter into Scythia, andhauing ouerrun alf 


‘the countries,nations,and prouinces of great Germanie,and Germany it felfe: 


to retourne in the ende by Gauleinto Italy; and fo to {pred the Romaine 
empire round about, in fuch forte that it fhould bee on all fides inuironed- 
with the Ocean: So Sefoftris after he had conquered the better part of A- 
frick, Ethiopia,and Arabia, afpiring tothe Empire of the world, prepareda 
great armie onthe Arabian fea, wherewith he coafted, and fubduedall the 
countries bordering on thefea, euenas farr as India, which he wholly o- 
uerran beyond theriuer of Ganges; and from thence marched with hisland 
armie,thoroughout Afia, and Scythia, which he ouercameas farre as 1 a- 
nais: wherehence he went into Europe, with intention to fubdue it entier- 
ly. Butthat good fortune which had long accompanied thele great Capi- 
taines, failing them; they could noraccomplifh fuch great enterprifes. os 
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OF THE VARIETY OF THINGS. Ino 
the firft was poifoned,the fecond murthered, and thothertwoconftrained to. 
retourneinto their countries;thone by peftilence,and thother for want of vi- | 
étualsyand the fharpnes and difficulty of the countrie of Thrace. Aftyagesthe _ 
king of the: Medians being ouercome by Cyrus wasboiid in chaines of gold. 
Dariusking of Perfiavanquithed by Alexander , was thut vp by Beflus in a 
goldencage. Defiderius king of the Lombardes,being taken: by Charles the 
gia at Pauie ; was depriued ofhis kingdome ,and kept prifonerthe reft of . 

islife:So Baiazetbeing ouercomeby T AMBER LAN, rethained prifo- 
ner vntill hisdeath, and was keptin chaines. Attila was borneanddied, the 
fame day that Iulius Celar: He called himfelfe the fcourgeof God.:-T A M- 
BERLAN {aidhewasthewrath of God, and’ the deftrudtion of the de- 
-praued age. Neuertheleffe Attila moued with reuerenceof Religion ; at the 
requeftand inftance of Pope Leo,didnot onely chahge his determination of 
oingto Rome;butalfo leauing Italy returned into his own coiitrey. TAM- 
ER LAN wherelie went permitted none to violatetheT emples, & medled 
not of Arabia;becauletheir Prophet was born there.Sefoftris being returned 
intoEgypt,gauehimlelfe wholy to religion, &to building of T emples.Char- 
lemaigne founded Monatteries;and began the V niver fity of Patis. Conftan- 


tine madethe Pagan worfhipt 
uienewesto the Chriftian Chu 


oceafe;and affured Chriftendome;afligned re- 
rches; and builded Conftantinople. TA M- 


BER LA N reftored Smarcand: both of them hating beautified 


& enriched 


their cities with the{poiles of thewhole world. Alexander, Hannibal, Iulius 
Cefar,Atguftus, Conftantine, Attila, Charlemaigne, and TAMBERLAN 
had no iffue,of their bodies: refembling one an otherin this; that they all fed 
Breat armies, fought great battailes,and got great leigniories; which eftfories 
were loftor Nicaea by the diuifion or cowardize of their fucce ffors. Attila 


was fatal to Europe,and the We 


ft, Alexander and T AMBER LAN to Afia, 


and theE aft; Iulius Cefar tothe common wealt 
andthe countrie of Lybia. TAMBER LAN br 


hofRome,Hannibalto Italy, 
Otight the Turksto a piteous 


ftate;our of which they foone arofe,and became more mighty then before: as 
the Greckes and R omaines oppreffed by X erxfes and Hannibal ; when they 
thought themfelues veterly ouerthrowen,cameto preater glory. | 
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A COMPARISON OF THE KING. 
 doms, Empires, or Monar chies and common weales of thefe 
. Adies;with thofe of awncient time, areas | 
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T ismencioned in the holy {criprure how Nabuchodonofor faw an Image 

[er an exceeding secaveasho head whereof was of gold, the breft and armes 
of filuer ; the belly and thighes of brafle,the leggs.of yron,the feete part of aS 
yron,and patt of earth: And whenhewasawaked,becaufe hecould not re- ae 
member ‘his dreame , and yet founde himfelfe fore troubled: and fryghted | oe 
therewith, hee called togither his deuinours before him; whom he com- Mes 
manded to expound vnto him whathis dreame was,and the meaning ae 

mie F an 
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_and if they failed herein;he threatned to ptitthemto death. Which being yn- 
derftood by Daniela yong manthat had bin broughtthither asa Captiuefrom 
Hierufalem, he made it knowen that he could fulfill the kinges defire; and 
being prefented to thekingyhe declared firft what the king haddreamed;and’ 
_ then interpreted the meaning of his mine ME, the Image fignified 
thefoure {oueraigne Empires of the world, which should fucceed in order 
_ one after another; namely theBabylonian, Perfian, Greeke, andR omain, 
Thereupon he fpake vntothe king in uch termes; Thou art certainly the gol- 
den head of this Image; thou't fay whom God hath decked-with fupreme power, 
and ¢lorie, to whom he hath ginen dominion ouer all men, ouer the beaftes of the 
field and the birds of the aire, And after thee fhall come another kinedome of fil- 
wer that isto fay, worfe thenthine which is prefent The third Jhallbe of braffé 
_. which hall be ftretched out farr and wide: the fourth of yron, for as yron brufeth 
and onercommeth al things, folikewife this fourth shal brufe all the vest and {ub- 
due them to it felfe,T he power of Nabuchodonofor is compared toa high 
tree reaching vnto heauen,and conering the vniuerfall world with the fha- 
dow thereof; whofe leauesare fingularly faire,and the fruit fo plentiful, that 
all beaftes are fed and fatted therewith: In whole boughes and branches 
all forts of birdes do buildtheir neftes, and make their reforte. Whertby the 
{cripture fignifieth the Aflyrian Monarchie, which was augmented vnder 
this King , and exalted to the higheft, Daniel alfo fawe ina dreame foure 
beaftes comming ont ofthe fea, a Lyon, a Beare, a Leopard, andthe fourth 
being terrible and herribleto behold .. Che Lyon fignifieth the raigne of 
the Affyrians and the two winges, which hee giueth him are as the two 
members of this Empire, Babylon and Aflyria. By. the Beare is meant the 
kingdome of Perfia, by which that of Babylon was deftroyed: The three 
ribbes which he fayth were betweene his teeth, are the principall Kings of 
this Monarchie, Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes , excelling aboue the reft; 
which haueeaten much fleth; thatis.tofay, haue ioyned many nations to 
their dominion. The Panther orLeopardis the Empire of Alexander the 
great, orof theGrecians: The foure wingesand heades arethe foureking- 
doms, iffued out of this Monarchie after the death of Alexander. T he fourt 
and laft beaft is the R omain Empire:theten hornes are the members or parts 
thereof, Syria, Egypt, Afiathe lefler, Greece, Africke, Spayne,France, Ita- 
ly, Germany,and England: for theR OM AIN Sruled ouer allthefe Na- 
tions. Amongft thefeten hornes arifeth and groweth vp another littie horne, 
which taketh awaythree of the otherten; whereby is vnderftood,the king- 
dome of MAHOMET or of the TVR KES: which being rifen from 
a fmall beginning in the Romaine Monarchy, hath feized the three princi- 
pall partes thereof, Egypt, Afia,and Greece. Moreouer this Jittlehornehath 
ci¢s; and is iniuriousagainft God; for Mahomet propofed new Doétrine, 
hauing the appearance of wifedomes whichis fignified by theeies:and yet 
hotwithftanding blafphemeth God, abolithing the Chriftiandoétrine,and 
Outraging of his Saindts;yntil fuch time asthe Auncient which hath neither 
i in beginning 
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OF THE VARIETY OF THINGS. 121 
_ Beginning norende,commmerh vato Tudgement. Whereby is euideritly to bee 
vnderftood,tharthe courfe of this world, thal end in this Empire; & that there 
fhalnot folow any othersBut thatal principalitiesof the world being ‘aboli- 
thed,that euerlafting kingdome thal come, whereof CH RIS Tis the Au- 
thor and condutour. Thus haue fome Diuines expounded Daniel: 
Othersaceommodate it onely vnto Babylon; which fell vnderthedomini- 
on of the Perfians; Medes, Greeks,and Parthians;which hath bin often delo- 
late,and finally ouerthrowensnot thinki ng it good to reduce allEmpires vnto_. 
foure; conlidering there hane bin others of preat power, andl argenes. As of 
shit Medes, pts fupplanted the A flyrians ; of the Parthians which overcame 
the Macedonians, & oftentimes vanquithed theR omain s,& as hauing parted 
the world with thé,obtained the aft, & ruled al A fia between thered fea;and 
the Cafpian;& agood) way toward the Indies:OftheEgyptians, whofe kings 
excellédin praifeof valiancy;& deeds of armés al other nations;which would 
blor out & deface,the great & excéllent victories of the Perfians, Macedoni- 
ans, & R omains;ifthe long courfe of yerés would permittheirrenownto en- 
duretillthistime,thé reft no way f urpafsing them, bur in the happines of their 
Hiftoriographers(w ho aré more read) & by a frefher memory of their, anti- 
quitie: Ofthe Arabians or Sarafens, which poflefled Perfia; & Babylon, de- 
ftroying the Romain Empirein the Eaft; and enioyed a great part of Afia, 
Africke,and Europe; planting there not onely their armies and feigniories, 
but their religion alfo, and their tongue: Of the Gothes who inuaded not 
onely the prouiiaces of the Romaine Empire in the Weft , but tooke, and 


facked R ometheleate of the Empire ; raigning in Ialy Ixx. yeres: although 
Alexander who ouerthrewe the kingdome of the Perfians, raigned but 
éwelue yearés ; who likea aise a etal a ge into diuers parts, fea- 
uing his ftate roriany ficce ours dilagreeing amongft themfelues wholoft 
it incontihently : Finally Of the Tartarians who may becompdred with all 
the former; who won Baétriana and Sogdiana; the prouinces of the Baby- 
lonian,Perfian , and Parthian Empire; and deftroied Babylon it felfe vnder 
theconduét oftheirLordHalao, te siocs 

At this day there are great eftates,namiely toward the Eaft : Of Cathay or 
of China, in the Northren India; ‘and of Narlin gue in the Southern, where- 
unto the Perfianisneere: T hat of the Mofcouite inthe North, and the Abyf- 
finor Ethiopian inthefouth.In the Weftthe Spanifh,and French,T he T ur- 
kifhisas it werein'the middeft of all very great and riche: which notwith- 
ftanding isnot to ‘be comparedto that ofthe Romaines,whoruled fromthe 
Orcades and Thtiléon the one fide,Spaineyand Mauritania onthe other; as 
far as thehilf Caucaftis,andto the riuer Euphrates, andthe higher Ethiopia; 2 
ECM ge aa ity of Arabia, euen to the Eaft fea ; their a 
Empire hauing bin almoft the onely one that hath vntill this prefent made ee 
the Eaft, & Welt,the North, and South, their limits; hauing endured xij. hun- 
dred yerés longer then any other kingdome or common wealth, which hath. 
bin either before or fithence,except che Affyrian.For the Turkes hold fi nie e 
eh@iIBe ¥r Atrick, 
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Africk,& nothing in Italy,Spaine, France; Gertnany;& England; neither yet 


palsing toward the Eaft & the fouth,the auncient bounds ef the R omains, 

~ Thecommon wealth of V E NICE being principally —4rafocratical.by 
| : ele parts fo well tempered rogi- 
therand proportioned, that it hath bina longtitne preferued from fedicions 
within it felte, and mutations, which atleaftwifewere of great importance; 
and outwardly hath maintained it felfe againft the aflault of many mighty 
princes: hauing already continued aboue twelue hundred yeres,withouta- 


~ ny violence of inward wars, and without faliag vnder the yoake of any fo- 


raigne power; or changing the firft ordinance wherein it was founded, Ma- 
ny auncient common weales haueexceeded it in greatnesofEmpire,in mili- 
tarie difcipline, andrenowme of great exploictes: But there is noneto bee 
comparedto itin gouernment, and lawestor good, and happy life; nemher 
any to be found that hath raigned fo long ; nonot among ni auncients; the 
Romaine, Catthaginian,R hodian, Athenian,Lacedemonian,and Marfilian; 
or amongft thofeof later age,the Florentine, Senoife, Lucoife,and Genuoyle: 
the ftate being indeed ouernedin the moft accomplifhed communalty,that 
hath binfeen or red of. The Democratic oftheSW IT ZERS likewile is 
well rempered by the counfailes eftablifhed ineuery Canton,which preferue 
itfrom fuch vices and inconueniences, vnto which the common people are 
moft ordinarily fubieQ;& hauiemade it to profper hitherto, And inasmuch 
as there are mongft them thirteene cities confederate; they reprefentthe aun- 
cient leagues of the T ofcans, lonians,Eolians and Acheians:which exceeded 
not much thenumber of twelu¢or thirteenetownes.For being cometo fuch. 
a number that they haue meanesto defend them felues, they endeuour not to 
increafe their ftate:as wel becaufethat necefsityconftraineth them norto feeke 
ro get greater power; asalfo becaufethat being common in their conqueftes 
they makenolefle reckoning ofthem;& that i a augmenting in fo- 
cieties & confederacies,the multitude would come to fome confufion. 


“AY COMPARISON OF. WARLIKE N/A 
Mer tions, eA rmics Battayles,Sieges,and Affaults 
ae ; of Fortreffess .. el ue dnd: 


Ccaiiationeat better by land; and others by fea, Polybius writeth ofthe — 


CAR THAGINIANS, that they were beft onthe fea,and couldthere beft 
~ furnith an equippage,for asmuctias this exercife was hereditarie,and an-~ 
cient vito them; and that they traficqued on fea more then any others : but 


felues wholyvntoit.T he Phenicians, Cilicians,Egiptians,R hodians, & Mar-. 
filians werein times paft much efteemed for marine matters. T he fituation of 
VENICE is more fit for warreby fea then by land: mein rat one could, 


not there in any fort accommodate any companies of hor en ; or bandes 


__ and fquadrons of fooremen . Moreouer the moft fimple, and couragious 


flations 
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that the R OMAINS holpe themfelues belt with their fooremen;& gauethé- 
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nations feeke not to fight but by prowes, and vertue; blaming all fubtelties, 
and furprifes:fuch asthe Gaules & Heluetians were in old time. T he others 
asthe Greekes,S paniards, Perfians,E¢1 tians,and Africans which are crafty, 
and cautelous of nature, carénot by 4 meaieés they getthe aduantageon 
their aduerfaries: northinking any kind of deceight tobe reprochful againft 
the enimies, fo that they ouercome them. And therefore they do ordinarily 
vfeambuthesto entrap him; and dorob and fpoile their townes at vnawares: 
endeauouring to vanquifhthem by skirmithes, and fodaine furprizes,when 
they find them vnprouided,rather then by battailes determined,and prepared 
at aprefixed day. Polybius faith thatthe Cretenfesor Candians atethe nim- 
bleft peopleofthe worlde, both by fea, and by land, for ambufhes, robbe- 
ries and fpoiles; for furprifes by night, andall maner of deceipts: but that in 4 
pitched field they are feareful, and cowardly without feruice;vnto whom the 
Acheians, and Macedonians are quite contrary. Iuftin telleth of the Parthi- 
ans, that by flying or running away they deceiued their enimies ; and that 
when one would think them to be ouercome,they were thé moft dangerous, 
The Turkes(who are treckoned fo mighty) get more victories,by policie,and 
opportunity; then by force: neuer aduenturing or hazarding batraile, but to 
their aduantage, 

Concerning armies; Afia at alltimes by reafon ofthe vnmealurable large- 
nes thereof hath binmoft populous; and therfore hath fet forth armies of in- 
credible greatnefle,and power : as we haue faid of Ninus, who led an armie 
of feuenteene hundred thoufand footemen, two’ hundred thoufand horfe- 
men, ten thoufand and fixe hundred chariotsjarmed with hookés: Of Semi- 
ramis his wife who went into India with thirtie hundred thoufand foote, fue 
Hundred thoufand horfemen,a hundred thoufand chariots;and madea bridge 
on thériuer of Izde of two thoufand boatés: of Cyrus; who gathered togi- 
ther fixe hundred thoufand footemen, and fixefcore thoufand horfemen, 
with twothouland armed chariots: Of Dariusthe firft; who aflailed the Scy- 
thians, with eight hundred thoufand fighting men: Of Xerxes going into 
Greece; who had by fea fiue hundred feuenteene thoufand men, and by land 
a Million, feuen hundred thoufand fooremen,and fourefcorethoufand horf- 
men; with twenty thoufand Arabians, and Africans:vnto whom there ioined 
of Europe three hundred thoufand: the whole multitude comming to two 
millions, fixe hundredand feuenteenethoufand fighting men. Attila in Eu- 
rope affembled fiue hundred thoufand men of warre;on lrorfebacke, and on 
foote. Wewilcompare T AM BER LAN vntothem, who had togither 
and entertained long tweltre Hundred thoufand fouldiers: and thofe which 

haue diminithed thisnumber, yet gaue him'no leffe then fixe hundred thou- 

fatid footemen,and foure hundred thoufand horfe, Thetwo greateft armies, 
which hauebin feene in the Weft by land; within thefe thoufand yeres,were 
that of Sultan Soliman when hecame thefecond time to Vienna, and ofthe, 

Emperour Charles the fift,going to defend itagainft him. Where if they had 

fought,the queftion had not binonly of igen but of theEmpire almoft of : 
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all the world: to bring it into his ancient eftate. Burthe winter comming on, 
they parted without doing any thing worthy ofremembrice, fearing one the 
other. Inthe Turkesarmie therewere fiue hundred thoufand fighting men; 
andof Artillery, three hundred field pieces, In that of the Emperour xc. 
thoufand foote, and thirtiethoufandhorfemen; Almaignes,Flemings,Bohe- 
mians,Polaques,Hongarians, Spaniards, Italians; Bourguignons, Namurois, 
and Hannoniers;with incredible preparation of al forts of artillery:the whole 


number of all thofe that were in the armie when it was full , comming to” 


¢clxxx.thoufand parfons.T he other militarieaflemblies that haue bin feene 
in the Weft of long time,do refemble robberies, or playing at barriers,rather 
then true warres (if we beleeue Blondus Flauius the Hiftoriographer)mili- 
tarie difcipline being ill obferued in thefe partes; and men effeminated by de- 
lightes; and blynded by their mutual and friuolous diffentions, diminifhing 
from day to day their valiancy and reputation. 

As touching battailes, Herodotus affirmeth that of all thofe which were 
euer fought bythe Barbarians, the fharpeftand moft furious, was betweene 
TOMY RIS the Queene of the Matlagetes and C Y R V S:wherewas 
ouerthrowen a great part of the Perfian armie, and Cyrus himfelfe flaine. 
Xenophon reckoneth for great battailes, thofe two which Cyrus obtained 
againft the Aflyrians and the Lydians ; in whichthoneK ing wasflaine, and 
thother taken. We may alfo put amongft the principal battailes, thofe three 
which ALEXANDER wan of DAR IVS King of Perfia,; Thofe 
which were betweene SCIPIO, and HANNIBAL; and betweene 
POMPEY and CESAR at rharfalra: Between AT T IL Aking of the 
Hunnes on theone part, andthe R omaines Frenchmen and Gothes on tho- 
ther in the playne of chaalons, where remained a hundred and fourefcore 
thoufand parfons in the place: That which CHAR LES MAR TEL 
had at Tours againft the Sarazens, where were flaine three hundred and three- 
{core thoufand.. Vnto which wee may compare that which TAMBER- 
LAN gauetoBAIAZET OTT OMAN, where were flaine two 
hundred thoufand Turkes: AMVRATHto LANCELOT King of 
Poland and Hongary, at Varne, where hewas flaine: Thetwo which S E- 
LIM gotontheS OPH I at calderan, and onthe SOV LDA N in Swria: 
the moft renowmed that were fought thefethoufand yeres. id 

The moft memorable auncient (iene of places are, that of TROY by 
the Greekes, where they continued ten yeres, and inthe endtooke itin the 
nighttime by deuice: of BAB Y LO Nby Cyrus, and by Darius: of MES- 
SE 'N E by the Lacedemonians; where theyremained likewife ten yeres: ha- 
uing bound themfelues by oathnot to depart, til they hadtaken it.Herodotus 
writeth that P/amneticus king of Egypt,held A'Z OT VS acitieof Siviz be 
fieged for the fpace of ninteene yeres;and was fo obftinate in his purpofe that 
he would not departtil he had taken it: The fame Authour faying,that of all 
the townes that he had euer knowen, it had endured thelongeft iege.More- 
ouer Alexander befieged Tyre, Marcellus Syracufa ; Hannibal Sagunt; 
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Scipio, Carthage,and Numantias Numantius;Corinth; lulius Cefar, Vxel- 
Jodun; Alexia, Auaric, Gergobie, and Matteilies; Vefpafian, and His fonne 
Titus, Ierufalem; Alaricus, Attila, and Genfericus;R ome. Wee may ‘put’a- 
mongftthenew fieges,which we will compare with the auncients,that of 
CONST ANTIN OP LE by Mahomet,accompained with twohun- 
dred thoufand Turkes: who tookeit by affault, when hee was but two and 
twentieyeres old: of GRA NAD O byking Ferdinand; and Queene Ifa- 
bel, where they continued feauen yeres before they could take it on the 
Moores: of RH ODES bySultan Soliman,compafling ie with three hun: 
dred thoufand menjwho finally obtained it by. compofitioniof BELGR As 
D Oatthe entranceof Hongary,a very ftrong ¢itie;and of M:A'L T Aalloby 
hin, which hecoulde not take, meatier h des men did their vitermoft: birt 
conquered Signetin Hongatiewhen hedied.lt is not long fithence Florence 
faftained:a fiege a whole yeare togither ; before. the common wealth was 
broughtintoaDukedome. ov fo 1! 
Bur the fieges of Khodes and Malta weremore by fea, then by land, and 
may becomparedto the fieges of ‘Tyre,Syracufa, Carthage, Numantia, and 
_ Marleiltes:which in like maner were rather on fea,then on land. Thebattaile 
by fea whichthe VENETIAN S got not long fithence of the Turkes 
dothinot yeld any whittothe moftrenowmed of the auncients: asthat of the 
ROMAINSagainftthAR MORICANSthaofDEMETRIVS 
thefonne of Antiochus king of Suria,andP TOLOMEY king of Egyprs 
Betweene PHILIP king of Macedonia,and AT T ALVS king of Pergamus; 
betweene OCTAVIVS CESAR,andMARCVS: ANTONIVS 
before Acfiam: Itistruethatthe ancients were more mighty byfeathen wee: 
but for want of vnderftanding and fkill in nanigation they made infinite fhip- 
wrackes,andreceitied ineftimable lofles: The onely citie of Athéns képt fom- 
times three hundred gallies: And nowe the Turke who is fo riche, and fo 
mighty cannot rig forth, fet to fea,and maintaine fo many » Xerxes when hee 
Wwentinto Greece had three thoufand veflels. Alexander when he died caufed 
athoufandto be prepared to go into Africk,andto aflaile Carthage. TheRo- 
maineés,and Carthaginians inthe warres whichthey had long timetogither 
Joft an infinite number of fhips. Dionife the tyrant of Syracufe had toure 
hundted veflelswithoares. 3-00) eis le! st 
Moreouer the auncients made gallies of v.vj.vij.viij-ix.& x.oares in a feate, 
yea euen to xxx.Thofe ofthis time are but of jij. and at Venice it hathbin a 
difficult thing to build one of fiueoares. 'T hefe fine hundred yeres the Vene- 
tians, and Genuoifeshauebin Maifters ofthe Asediterranean fea, and haue 
fought (harpely thereon oneagainft the other, forthe chiefefuperintendance 
thereof: T he Venetians at length haue had thebetterjand are mighty theron 
atthis day. Inthe Ocean the Portugales,Caftilians,and Englifhmen by dex- 
teritie,knowledge,and skill of nauigating hold the chiefe commendation in 
this exercife: hauing excelled the Tyrians, Egyptians , Phenicians, Rhodi- 
ans, Romaines,Carthaginians , Marfilians, Armoricians, and all others that 
¥ 3 | euer 
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euer medied with long voiages; and difcoueries of landesthat were beforé 


vnknowen; hauing gon round aboutthe world by their nauigations: which 


the auncients neverdid, norcould,or durft vndertaketo doe... 


A- COMPARISON OF NAVIGATIO, 
> + aud difcoucries of Countries, Peregrinations,and voya- | 
an ol! get by band RS Mie 3 re 


"Jf Omer and Orpheus haue fonge in their verfes how all the habitable 
“ Jeearth is enuironed with the Oceanasan Ifle. And the Cofmographers 
' > affirme thatthe earth and water make but one globe; which hath ‘bin. 
wholly compatffed in our time, inthree yeres,by the navigation of MAGEL+ 
LAN and his fellowes. Inancient timethe North was failed by the comman- 
dement of AVGVSTVS,as far.asthe Baltick fea,and Borufsia,wherethe Am- 
ber groweth. Now theE NGL ISH MEN,andtheNOR MA NSgo 
éafily into Mofcovia,pafsing the fea of Y ce,at fuch timeas itis vnfrozen, 
Touching the innermoft, and fartheft part of the North, the Auncients 
knew no farther then theriuer ‘of Tazzis, diuiding Afiafrom Europe:At this 


day all is knowen euen to the Pole; and the moft part reduced tothe Chri- . 


ftian religion by the SV EVIA NS, and MOSCOVITES. Which 
on the other fidewasknowen by the MACEDO NIA Narmes, during 
theraigneof Seleucusand Antiochus from the Indian fea ynto the Cafpian. 
_ Andabout the Ca/pian fea were difcouered many bankes , as towardes the 
Eaft was vifited a ‘great part of the fouth fea by the victories of ALE X- 
ANDER ‘the great. H ANNO alfo a riche Carthaginian Lord fayled 
from Gibraltar into the Arabian fea, behinde Africke: having fet downe his 
voyage in writing. In ourtime the Caftilians hauefayled beyonde the Ca 
naries, and bearing towardes the Weft , pafled vnto'our Perieces, which 
they haue fubdued to the Crowne of Spaine, with many Cities and large 
countries full of golde, and other good things by them difcouered. Andthe 
Portugales going towards the fouth beyondthe Capricorne haue cometo our 
Anteces, prouing allthe middle Zoneto be inhabited ; that isto fay; all that 
{pace of ground which is vnder the Zodiack betweenethe two tropicksa- 
gainft the opinion of Ariftotle, and the auncient Poets.Afterwards they tra= 
uerfedtoward the Indies, and went to our -sutipodes obtayning a dominion 
ouerthem. Moreouer Paulus Venetus, Ludouicus Romanus; Francifcus, 
Aluarez, loannes Leo, and otherstrauailing by landthorough allthe coaftes 
thereof, haue giuen vs knowledge of infinite. A/editerrameanor midland coil- 
tries, which werenotknowen before.In fuch fortthat we may truely affirme 
thatthe world is wholy manifefted,at this day, and all mankind entierly kno- 
wen: for now allmen may communicate one to another their commodities, 
and fupply their mutual wants ; asinhabiting all the felfe fame citie,and com- 
mon wealth of the world, ay Pt issaae 
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A COMPARTSON. OR »sTHE RICHES, 
dg iod. 10 bnpfithaitineprefent swithphat afthe times paity, a 
sae tien ob dsidve s219mNe” ete no'bnie’ 0D <id, ni poi 
TD iscettaine}shatthisagehath bin much enriched and accomodated with 

many newithings jferuing not only-tor mecefsitic, but alfo for plealure, 
ornament; and magnificence ; by theforelfaid nauigations, and difcoueries: 

For béfidesthefugers,pearlessfpices, ftrange and medicinable herbes, trees, 
and fruites ; there haue bin found many mynes of fine Gold towards the 
South ; efpecially inthecountrie of PERV, where all the veffell,and vten- 
files, 6f houfhold jateofpold : which hathbin-brought into Spaine;and-dif- 
perfed afterwards ouerall Europe. Butthere isno {mal difficultie in iudging 
whether the riches of thistime , be comparable to that of the time paffed. 
Fort it eemeth that the Auncients wérericlier, when wecalltomemorie the 
yiitneaftrable quantitie of gold, which SAR DANAPALYVS the laft 
king ofthe Affyrians confamed, at his departure out ofthe world;theriches 
ofthe kings, MIDAS,andGRESVS;0f PY THIAS, the Bythinian, 
who at his owne charges féafted the Armie.of Xerxes , and prefented him 
with a great Vineof gold; thegreat tréafures found by ALEX ANDER 
inthe a > of Perfia « The abundance of gold that wasin Jewry, in the 
time of SALOMON stheexcefsiue expentes of AN“FONIVS and 

CLEOPATRAsthe wealth of CR AS'SV S.a Citizen of Rome, ac- 

courting no mari rich, if he could notintertainean Armie with hisreuenew: 
the fpoiles which IV LIVS CESAR. gotin the Gaules; andthe giftes 

which he gauewnto'many,to draw them to his fide: T he prodigalitie of the 

Ensperours, Claudius, Caligula, and Nero: T he poflefsions of Pallas, Cal- 

liftus, and Nageiffus boridmen; And of SENECA the Philofopher : who 

being but prinate men; exceeded the publikeretienew of many kings,at this 
day accourited to.be verierich | Notwithftanding we vnderftand , that the 
great CHAM of Cathay, and: PRESBITER LOHN , vie a kind of 
husbandrie¢ neuer before practized , to gather gold and filuer vnto them,and 
tokeepethat, which they hauegathered; &docontinueto gather,in fogreat 
quantitie,that they haue enough to buy all the reft of the world: Forthone, 
not vfing money made of any Mettall,bur either peeces of paper, or therinds 
of Mulberie trees, marked with his Emperial, marke ; T he other, graines of 
falt,or peppercornes, (which they catifeto be valued as money)they draw to 
themfelues all the gold,and filuer of the Countrie; and caufe it tobe melted; 
and then lock itvp in trong places, without diminifhing of itat anytime: In 
fuch fort,that they feemto exceed in wealth, all other Princes,both auncient 

& modern, that were euer renowmed for their riches. T hekings of PERSIA 
were not fo good husbands, which gaue money his courfeto and fro, both of 

gold, & filuer in their Countrey,& that which they drew vntothéfelues,they 

catifedto bemelted & caft into earthen barrels;and when the vellels were ful; 
theymadethemtobe caried vp & downto follow their Court, & when ie cy 
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| aatnda pofteris tulit, It is credible ,that this complaint hath firft proceeded 
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had any need,they brokeas muchasthey had vie of They fay thatthe reve: 


new of the great S 'GN OR ,'amounteth to twelue or fifteen Millions'of. 


gold; wherwith he intertaineth fo many menon horfebackyandon foote,by 
land and by fea, in his Court, and on his frontiers ; which do neuer want 
theif pay : and yet notwithftandirig; by good husbahdrielaiclivpeuery yeare 
ercat ftoreof gold and filuer , in*his treaftre hopfeyandin the:feuen wel 
of Conftantinople | OF. long tinfeé'there hath net bin: any Lord richer wnder 
the degree of aKing; or-an' Emperour ; then! GOSMVS de MEDI CIS,the 
firft of that namebeing a Plorenitihes'*™ ~ 2808 i16 coer gindi : stip bey 
HOV OLRAL ol ge: Pe ev: WA O SPANOS SATE VUSiDOG IS 4 TAO 
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THE excellent: Artifans, andexquifite workes, arecominonly founda- 

“mongft-rich folkes ; who arectiriousto haue faire. houfes, moueables, 
“ -->'garments, armes, harneis, pleafures, and'delights : But poore men are 
fufhifed with fipplying of their wants. Whereforeiin thofe Countries where 
aif riches do abotind ; and namely:in great Cities; do frequent all’ kindof 
workmen ; which are verie good atthis dayz:comming neere tothe Aunci- 
ents in fome workes ; and in others excellingthem, The G REEKES for 
atime excelledinall occupations ;Thenthe [fA L 1A NS: whoareordis 


narily abfolute in whatfoeuer they gine themfelueswholy vate. The' AL: 


MAINS work wonderfully in all kind of Metalls. The FLE MI N:GS 
in Paynting,and T apiftrie. The FR EN’'CHME N aremoftinduftriousto 
imitate that which they feeexaétly done elfwhere : andtoreprefent it after- 
wards. The EGIP TIANS of Cair, are verie wittie ; honouring , and 


 efteeming aboue all others, the Inuentours of any braue noneltie. Bur the 


CATHAY ANS, or CHINOIJS, haue this per{wafiomofthemfelues, 
thatthey furpaffe all men in dexteritie: working fo lively that their workes 
donot feeme to bemade by mans hand; but by nature her felfe, Bois 


A COMPARISON OF THE MANER S$” 
j ' of this prefent Age swith the formers 

T isanold complaint, that maners wake euety day worfe and worfe Tig 

{ were fo,then men thould erethis haue cometo the heigth of iniquitiesand 
there fhould now be nomore integritie inthem: which is nottrue, Bur 


_ we muftthink that there is a vicifsitude and an interchangeable courfe be- 


tween vice and vertue ; which arife and falf by turnes, and are oftentimes 
oppoted one againft an other, as contraries : that they may be the better 
knowen, and more eafilie difcerned . Lnest enim rebus omnibus quidam.velut 
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priorcs meliora (inquit Tacitus ) fed nostra quogque tas multalaudis et artiumlau- 
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from old men: who hauing paffed the flower of their age ( which was full 
ofioy,and gladnes) when they come totheir extreme old age ( wherin is no- 
thing but forow , and fadnes,) they with againe for the pleafures of youth; 
feeing their fences become feeble , and all their members weakned. Some. 
times alfo being difpifed or neglected of thofe that erfthad honoured them ; 
and deceiued by a talfe opinion whichthey haue of things ; they think there 
isno faith,nor friendthip,nor honeftie,remayning among men: telling to the 
yonger fort many wonders of their former age. To whom it hapneth no 
otherwife then it doth vnto thofe , that embarke themfelues on the fea, and 
beginning to faile, according to the meafure as they arediftant from land, it 
feemeth vnto them, that the bank , or thore , the hills, trees, and houfes do 
leaue them: thinking in like maner that in their old age , both pleafure, hu- 
manitie, and iuftice do forfake them, and vanifh away. Moreouer,thofe 
whichare extremely vicious,being notableto go any farther,nor yetto ftand 
at aftay wherethey be; areconftrained to returne by little, and little, either 
for thame (which is naturally in men) or els for necefsitie; becaufe that in 
fuch manifeft wickednes,they are e(chewed of all men: or els bythe diuine 
prouidence; which bringeth them back againe. For in the auncient hifto- 
ries are found fuch execrable vices, asthere can not be more ; which haue 
raigned for a time , and hau afterwards bin detefted : in whofe place haue 
fucceeded moft commendable wertues :}Whereon we will refolue with Se- 
neca {peaking thus tothis purpole. Hoc maiores nostri que /ti funt (ait ) hoc nos 
guerimur , hoc pofteri noftri queruntur; euerfos effe mores, regnare nequitiam,in 
deterius res humanas , et inomne nefas labi: At ifta flant loco ecdem, frabuntque 
paululum duntaxat vltro citreque mota;vt fluctus quos aitus accedens longius ex- 
tulit,recedens matore littorum veftigiotenuit , Nunc in adulterio, Mags quam itt 
alto peccabitur , abrumpetque franos pudicitia; nunc conuiniorum vicebit furor,et 
- fedifSinum patrimoniorum exitium culina;nune cultus Corpor um nimius,ch forme 
cura, prafeferens animi deformitatem ; Nunc in petulantiam c} audaciam erumpet 
male aifpenfata libertas ;nuncin trudelitatens priwatai, ac publicam ibitur , bello 
rumque ciuilium infaniam qua omne fanttum, et [acrum profinetur .Habebitur 
aliquando ebrietati honor ; et ylurimum meri cepil[e virtus erit, Non expectant 
uno loco vitia; fed mobilia, inter fe difventientiatumultuantur: pellunt inuicem, 
Suganturque , Ceterum idem femper de nobis pronuniare debemus: malos efse nos, 
malo fuilfe Inuitus adiiciam ) cm futeros effe, | 


A COMPARISON OF THE LEARNING 
Of theis daies swith the Auncient in Philofophie, Eloquence, Law, 
| Policie ,Phifick, poetry , Aftrologie , Cofmographie, 
and the other Mathematicks, 


AQ Lwaies the great vnderftandings,and good wits fitfor Learning, haue 
binrare; yea euen in the learnedages, and amongft the moft ingenious 

_ Nations : Confequently, the excellencie of learning hath bin alfo rare; 

and 
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THE ELEVEN THIBOOKE * 
and thereforethe more admirable. Tothe attayning whereof,there is requi- 
ficea happie nature, a laborious diligence, & a conftant perfeuerance;which 
mut be aduaunced, honoured, and rewarded by the Princes: who notwith- 
ftanding commonly haue {mall careof learning , and fauour it flenderly. The 
ftudents, if they be poore , they applic themifelues to queftuarie, or gainfull 
arts ; wherbyto haue meanestoliue ,when they haue reafonably profited in 
them. The rich giue themfeluesto pleafure, feeking the eafie and fuperficial 
apparance; andnorthe painfull profoundnes,and depth of knowledge. The 
ereateft part of Teachers vfebut reherfings , and repetitions by rote, acqui- 
ting themfelues lightly oftheir charges. They which write forthe moft part, 
do nothing but tyerogether, and all heape one on another Grammars, Rhe- 
toricks, Logicks, Inftitutions, Introductions, Abridgements; Annotations, 
Corrections, T ranflations,E piftles, Orations,Eclogues, Dialoguies,C ommon 
places, Elegyes , Odes, Vulgar rymes , and fuch other verfifications. More- 
ouer, we muftlearneout of bookes in the fchooles ,the Latin, Greek , He- 
brew , Chaldiack , and Arabian ; which were mother tongues amoneft the 
Auncients, & they learned them frori their cradle; when they began to fpeak: 
Tn which we muft now confume much time, and the beft of our age; which 
were berter emploied in the knowledge of things ; and vnderftanding of the 
{ciences . Belides there is one inconuenience in‘learning , whichisnot {mals 
that they areall their life time brought vp in the fhadow of fchooles, without 
knowing of their behauiouramongftmen ; and without hauing experience 
of matters; although knowledge without practize be vnperfect . Which is 
the caufe that we haué not atthis day fuch emirient perlons in Philofophie 5 
as Pythagoras, Thales, Plato, Ariftorle, and Theophraftus ; In Eloquence, as. 
Demofthenes, and Ciceto ; In Phifck,as Hippocrates, Galené, and Auicen; 
In Zayas Seruius Sulpicius, Papinian, and Vipian ; In Hiftorie,as Herodo- 
tus, Thucydides, Polybius,Saluft, Liuie, and Tacitus; Inthe aathematicks, 
as Euclide, Eudoxus, Archimedes, and Prolomeus : albeit there haue bin in 
them verie excellent men of this age . For fithence they were extinguifhed in 
Egipt, and left off by the Greeks,and Arabians :they wereneuer more famous 
then they are at this prefent: efpecially A/rologie, and Cofmographie ; for the 
Auncients fcarcely vnderftood thone halfe of heauen,of the earth,and ofthe 


fea ; knowing nothing in the Weft beyond the Cavaries; and inthe Eaft.be-. _ 


yond Catygare'. Atthis day all lands and feas are knowen, and fayled. 
Thales, Pythagoras, Ariftotle, Hipparchus, Artemidorus, Eratofthenes, 
Strabo, Plinie , Macrobius, Capella, Virgil, and generally all the auncient 
Authours; faue Ptolomey, Auicen ,and Albertus magnus, thought that of 
the fire Zones of heauen, there were but twoinhabited : andthat the three 
others by excefsiue heat , or extreme cold remained defert. Atthisday there 
is nothing more certain, then that they all are inhabited. Plinie, Lactantius, 
and 8. Auguftin, thoughtthere were no e_4atipedes : Butnow we ruleouer 
them, and trafick withthem ordinarily They which in times paft beheldthe 
heauehis,found butfew mouings,and could fearce percéitie ten; But noe Gs 
atts RE | if the 
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ifthe knowledge, both of the one ,and the other world, had bin by fome 
deftinie referued for our age) they haue bin obferued in greater number; 
and more admirable: and two other principal onesadded vnto them,to{ferue 
for acertaine démonftration of many things appearing inthe ftartes ; and to 
difeouer the hidden mifteries of nature . Cofmographie, and Aitrologie , are fo 
beautified , that if Prolomey the father of them both were aliue againe, he 
would fearce know them, being increafed in fuch fort by thelate obferuati- 
ons ,,and nauigations. REGIO MONTANVS is reputed the beft 
Mathematician of thisage ,and thought tobe littleinferiour to Anaximan- 
der the Milefian;or Archimedes the Syracufan. His Matter Putbachius,the 
Cardinalof GV S Asand COPER NI CY S(being Germainsal ofthem) 
haue excelled in thefe{ciences: Alfo TOVIANVS PONTANYVS 
hathtaken great pairies in e4/rologie; being no leflehappiein profe, then in 
verfe,and apt forany kind of writing. Volateran faid , that he made verfes 
with moreart then nature : But yet fo laboured after tlie imitation of the 
Auncients , that he hath not had his peere in this age. Crinitus {peaking of 
him, and of MAR VLLVS his difciple,affirmeth , that both the one and 
thotheris abfolute inhiskind ; and thatthey twomay becompared withthe 
Auncients : deferuing veric well to be taken for good example , and admi- 
‘red as notable reticks of antiquities Fraca/forius giueth fuch teftimonie of | 
PONTANYVS:... ve 
Vidimus et Vatem egregium, cur pulchra canentt 

-Parthenope, Placidufque cauo Sebethas ab antic 
“°* Plauferunt ; vmbreque, facri manefque Maronis: 
~~ Quimagnos ftellarum ortus cantautt , &hortos . 
_Hefperidum; clique omnes variabilis oras. 


a 


_ SYNCERVS,VIDA, and FRACAST ORIVS hane likewile 
deferued much in the Latize roefie, PET RAR GC H ,and ARIOSTO 
in the Italian. RONSARDsand BELLAY in theiFrénch. GE O R- 
GIVS AGRICOLA aGermain, hath fo wel aequited himfelfin ferch= 
ing the nature of Adertals,as Ariftotle, T heophraftus, Plinie,and other Atun- 
cients ,feemeto haue,vnderftood nothing in comparifon of him. The Earle 
IOHN of MIRANDVLA, was the honour of his age; and} mighe 


well haue bin. compared to all the Egiptian, Chaldean, Perfian, Greek,Ro- 


main, and Arabian antiquitic, ifhehadliued.. 9 bog ah ta 
But it is now time to makean endof this difcourfe; by which is euidently 
fhowenthe vicilsitude in all humane affaires,armes,learning,languages, arts, 
eftates,Jawes;and maners : and how they ceafenotto arifeand fall, amending 
of empairing by turnes. And ifthe memorie and knowledge of that which 
is paft, be the inftruction ofthe prefent, and aduertifement for that which is 
to come sit isto be feared, leaft the power ,wifedome , fciences ,bookes, 
induftrie , workmanthipps’ , and knowledges of the world , being come 
tofo' great excellencie; doe fall againe, as they haue done in times Pay 
$ 
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and cottie todecay : by confilion fucceeding after thisordertand perfection: 
rudenelle after ciuilitie ; ignorance after knowledge; andbarbaroufnes after 
elegancie. I forefee alreadieinmy mind; many ftrangeN ations, differing in 
fathions , colours sand habites; ruthing into Europe as did in old time the 
_Gothes, Hunnes , Lombardes, Vandales, and Saracens; which will diftroy 
our Townes , Cities, Caftles; Palaces, and ‘Temples :will change the ima- 
ners ,lawes,languagés, and religion ; burnethe Libraries »{poiling wharfo- 
euer good things they fhall find in thefe Countries inuadéd by them : to the 
endto aboli(hthe honourand-vertue thereof. I forefee warres arifing in all 
Countries, both:ciuile and foreine;faCtions, and diuifions fpringing, which 
will profane both diuine and humane whatfocuer ; famines, and peti . 
threatning mortall men ;theorder of nature ,the rules of the celeftiall moti- 
ons, and the agreement of the elements breaking off. ;deluges, and inundati- 


e 


ons comming onthe one fide; and excefsiue heatés,and violent earthquakes 
on the other stand the world drawing towards an end; brin ing with ita 
_confafion of all thinges , and reducing them againeto their auncient and 
former Chaos. Loca Meeps 20 PV Ad Oe 
But howbeit, theis things-proceed (after the opinion ofthe Watarali/s) 
fromthe fatall law ofthe world 3 and haue their natural caufes: yet notwith- 
flanding , the euents of them do principally depend on the pronidence of 
God ; who is aboue nature, and who'alone doth know the prefixed time, 
wherein theis things fhall cometh paffe. Wherefore »men of good mindes 
ought not tobe amazed or aftonithed therewith; bur ratherto take courage 
vatothem , trauailing carefully , euery one in that vocation whereunto heis 
called ;to thendto preferueto their power fo maniegoodly things lately in- 
uented, or reftored ; whofe lofle would béalmoft irrepairable ; and todeliuer 
them ouer to fuch as come after vs as we haue receiued them of ouraunce- 
ftours:andnamely GOOD LETTERS, aslongas it fhall pleafe God 
that they endure. Whom we will pray to prefertie from indignitie, fuch as 
make profefsion of them worthily.; that they may perfeuere in this honeft 
ftudie :amending the Arts , and clearing of the truet ,tohis praif ¢, honour, 
and glorie . Forthis occafion,theberterto encourage them, fhalbeaddedan 
Inquifition on that common faying ofmen , wherby they haue alwaies main- 
tained , and do maintaine; that nothing canbe aid, which hath not bin faidhere- 
tofore :that thereby they may vnderftand , tharthe trueth is nor wholy difco- 
ured ; nor allthe learning taken vp byour forefathers, 18 ees 
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WHETHER IT BE TRVE; OR NO; 
that there can be nothing faid, which hath not bin Saidbefore; And that we 
—— waust by our owne Tnuentions ; angment the Doctrine of the Aunci- 
ents :not contenting our felues only with T: ranflations , Expofi- 


tions Corrections and Abridgements of their Writings, 


The Twelfib and Laft Booke, 


s¢ HE beginnings of the Artes haue bin fmall , and the oe 
} greateft difficultie , was in the firft inuenting of them ; ee 
& then bythe induftrie of the learned sthey were by little 
4 and little augmented ; Correcting fuch thinges as were 
C cuill obferued ,and fupplying fuch as Were omitted : but 
= Sel yet, withoutmaking any thing entierly abfolute ; where- 
 Vitotheremight nothing be added . Nothing is begon 
and ended atone time; but by fuccefsion of time, things 
"are increafed , amended ; and become better polifhed. Almoft all the Artes 
haue bin inuented by Vfe and Experience; and afterwardes gathered and 
made by obferuation and reafon : and theri confequently reduced into better 
forme,and more certain ,by Diuilions,Definitions, Argumentations;and De- 
monttrations ; by general! precepts and rules drawen from nature , not from 
Opinion , and tending to the fame ende : not by ftaying andrefting on that 
which men had formerly done, faid, or written ;nor by only imitating of 
them , after the maner of flouthful! ,and cowardly perfons : but by the ad- 
ding of fomewhat of their owne, by fomethat came after, according as the 
matters from time to time difcouered, and cleared themfelues ;the honour 
commonly remayning to'the laft commers , as the moft exquifite, and ac- 
complifhed . By whofe example we ought to traudile courageoully , witli 
hope to make our felues better then them ; afpiring continually to perfec- 
tion, which as yet isnot feeneany where: confidering that there remayne 
more thinges to be fought out ', then are alreadie inuented , and founde. 
And let vs not be fo fimple, as to attribute fomuch vnto thé Auncients, 
that wee belecue that they haue knowen all , and faid all ; without Iea- 
ting anything to be {aid, by thofe that fhould comeafterthem: They haue 
not bin fo arrogant’, as to looke that none fhould meddle’, or deale with 
thofe matters which they had‘handeled: But on the en gene 
ZI the 
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_ the difficultieof knowledge, and the weaknes of mans vnderftanding , they 
haue exhorted others to trauiaile therein; {peaking rather to ftir them-vp, 
and prouoke them thereunto , thento keepethem back, of ftay themfrom: 
writing. Let vs not thinke thar nature hath giuen them all her good gifts, 
that fhe might bebarrenin timeto come: but thar as fhe hath in times paft 

_ brought foorth certainenotable perfonages, who haue manifelted many of 
her fecrets ; fo fhe canagaine bring foorth , {uchas by the influence of hea- 
uen, anda fingular inclination , by linelynes of vnderfianding, and perfeue- 
ranceof labour, fhallattainethither ; whither long experience,diligent ob- 
feruation , and fubtilitie of reafon , hauenot pierced till thisprefent . She is 
the famethat fhe wasinthe former famous ages: Theworldisfuchas it was 
before : The heatien andthe timekeepe the fame order whichthey did; The 
Sunne,and thother Planets, hauenot changed their courfes; and there isno 
ftarre remoued out of his place: The Elements hauethe fame power,menare 
made of the fame matter, & in the fame fort difpofed asthey were in old time. 
And werenot the maner of lyuing corrupted , which we vie,preferring idle- 
nefle before diligence, pleafure before profit , and riches before vertue ;no- 
thing would let , but this agemight bring foorth as eminent perfonages in . 
Philofophie as were Plato,and Ariftotle; in Rhy/ick as Hippocrates, and Ga- 
len; or inthe srathematicks asEuctide, Archimedes, and Ptolomey. Confi- : 
dering the help which we receiue of their books, the examples wherwith — 
antiquitie hath inftruGted vs , fo many obferuations , and inuentions fi- . 
thence their time, and {o long experience of all things: In fuch fort, that Gif | 
we confider it well) there was neuer age more happie for the aduancement : 


of learning, then this prefent; if weying the fhortmes of mans life,werefolue 
to. employ our whole endeuour & induftrie,onthe ftudie of trueknowlege. 
Wildom hath not fulfilled her work ; much remaineth, and-will alwaies re- 
maine: and there willneuer be wanting occafion to add therunto . Trueth 
doth offer her felfeto.all thofethat wilfeck her,and are of capacitieto receiue 
her: albeit Democritus complayneth , that fhe is'hidin a place as deep as a : 
well, wherhence (in his opinion) itis not polsible to draw her foorth.Who= 
focuer giueth himfelf to it ingood earneft, fhall find alway fomewhat todo 
therin. All themyfteries of God and fecrets of nature, are nor difcouered 
atone time. The greateft things are difficult and long in comming . How — 
many are there,not yet reduced into art ?How many haue bin firft knowen 
and found out in this age? I fay,new lands,new feas,new formes of men;ma- 
ners, lawes,and cuftomes ; new difeafes,and new remedies; new waies ofthe 
Heauen, and of the Ocean, neverbefore found out and new ftarres feen? 
yea, and how many remaineto beknowen by our pofteritie? That which 
is now hidden, withtime will cometo light; and our fucceffours will won- 
der that wee were ignorant of them. M. Varro witneffeth , that’ in the 
{pace of athoufand yeares, the Arts were inuented, and augmented ; which 
yetyntill this time are not perfected,and accomplithed: But ifthe perfection 
of them hath not hitherto bin found, it followeth nottherof, that it se : 
: . 
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be found. Forthole things which at thisday are heldto bethe presteftyand 
moft admirable, had.a time of beginning : and that which is now verie 
good, was not{o at the firft; but is increaled by little and little, amending 
fromtime totime. Certainly ,the excellencie in all thinges is flow, difh- 
cult, andrare:feing that there is fcarcely found in many hundreds,and thou- 
{ands of yeares,-amongft.an infinite number of Students ; one man wor- 
thic.of admiration; beeing learned and eloquent indeed ; that with a good 
naturall wit; liuelynes. and fharpnes of vnderftanding , experience and vic 
of things , hath the conftancieand pacience to perfeuere , which are requi- 
fite to fuch.an interprife. ‘This notwithftanding , we ought not to faint, 
orto difpaire 5 for if there beybut {mall hope to excell and go beyond the 
beft; yet is it anyhonour to follow them: andif there be no meanesto reach 
them; yet is it commendableto be fecond, or third vntothem. Iv is there- 
foreconuenientto applic our induftrie tothe fearching out of the trueth, as 
they haue done; andto endeuour toaugment thedoctrine of the Auncients: 
without fo much fubiecting our felues toantiquitie sthat wedonothing for 
ourage; and haueno care ofourpofteritie:. Morcouer; many things inuen- 
fediby thie Auncients; areloft. T he wifdomeof the Egiptians,Perfians; Indi- 
ans\and Battrians, hath not come vnto vs;many good Greek and katine 
Avuthours are not found; And amongft thofe that remayne , there are few 
abreableto thé prefent manersand affaires: We do notbuildnow adaies af- 
cep-the!fafhion.of Vitruuius) neither ry! the ground, nor plant, according to 
Varro, or Columella;nortakefoode or phylick after. the ordinance of Hip- 
poitihtes aid Galdai:: We idgenor according to the Ciuil Law.of the Ro- 
maines ; neitheripleadiweas:did Demofthenes ; and Cicero; or gouerne our 
common wealthes} by the Lawes of Solon; and Lycurgus; or following 
tit ipoliticke preo¢pts of Plato, and Ariftorle « We ling notas did the Aun- 
cients ; néither warre we according to Vegetius s the aft militarie being. 
changed ; audi all kind of armes; both: offentiue;anddefenfiue » Prolomey: 
in-his Cofmographie, doth aduertize then to-beleeue the lareft tranaylers > 
donching the ‘longitude ; and:latitude of places. “Ariftotle faith , that the: 
Auadrature of the Girele may be knowen y burthat'it is not-yet found ours 
Plafoaffimethy, that Geometric: was\vnperfedt in his timey-and thar sze= 
nebmetxie and she,cabike wanted. The Calculations of the Heauensiaré novall: 
fortbdurue 2 Vefalius curiouflyobferuing eLfnatomie. ;hath:found manie: 
point¢s)thereint omitted by Ariftotle sand Galea .Blinies, boaftech that he: 
hath! added.in she, Aisforie of, Guing creatures, that whieh: Ariftotle was» 
ignorant of. _Leghicenus.reproueth, Plinie of lyes , andserrours imomanie? 
placks;soAuenteis-hath written agaynft Galene 5 Galerieagainft Ariftarle 5 
and Arifotlc agains Pato. Lhere is no.Authour fo acedmplithed or per» 
feted yin whom one may, not finde fomewhat, wanting ,/or worthie of re?! 
proofe:i Andthat: which is-worles there are, fome-men fo giuen andfoat> 


feonatetoantiquitic, that theyarsignorantyox haue very fal knowledeey , 
sapete Soda pupnSddeuoibull owiy Oiyuh,. oe 
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_ of the Countrie,andtimewherein they line. They know in euery point how 
Athens, Lacedemon, Carthage, Perfia, & Egipt were gouerned,not knowing 
the affaires of their owne Countrie ; wherin they are ftrangers: Asthére are 
found many among vs,difcourfing of the affembly of the Ariopagites,& ofthe 
Comices of the Romains ; vnderftanding nothing of the counfaile of France, 
the handling of the reuenewes , and the order of the Parliaments. Is it not 
then an abuling of fudie,and of learning, to dwell continually among the 
Auntcients,;andnot to endeuour to bring foorth new inuentions, agreeable 
tothe maners,and affaires of this time.When wil we leaue taking of grafle for 
corne;the flower for the fruit,and the rind forthe wood; doing nothing but 
tran{late,correct, expound, or abridge,the bookesof the Auncients? who if 
they had bin alfo of this mind , not fetting them(eluesto write ; orto fayany 
thing,but that which hadbin written, or faifbefore;no Art frould haue bit 
inuented: or atleaft,they had all remained intheir beginnings,withoutreceis 
uing any increafe. The perpetual! Imitatours;or alwaies Tranflatours 50r 
Commentatours , hyding themfelues vnder the fhadow of others, are-verie 
flaues and haie no generous courage in them:ifthey darenotonceto dosthat 
which they haue fo long time learned. They alwaies difttuftthemfeluessand 
. follow the firft inthofe things, wherin the later haue not agreed with the for- 
mer ; nately, in thofe which are not yet foughtout :and willneuer be found, 
if we content our felues with that which js alreadie invented ‘without ads - 
‘ding any thing therunto. By occafion whereof;] willaunfwerethem hence- 
forward which obieét, thatthere aretoo many.bookes,” pONIEY 
~-Certainly, if all that hath bin written bythe'duncient:Philofophers, Hiftos 
riographers, Oratours,Poets,Phyfitians ;Diuines,and Lawiers, had comero 
our hands, all had bin full ofbookes:and we fhould hae had ho other moues 
ables in:our houfebut bookes : we fhould be conftrained to go, fir, and die 
vpon bookes. And yet there remaine fo many,and are made-from day today; 
that theage of man couldnot fuflice toread not onelythe Writings in many 
difciplines; burin ore particuler: and feldome’arethe Imiéntories found per= 
‘fe. The great number ferueth rather for charge, then forinftruQionand 
itismuch betterto read fome few that be good; then to wander th orough 
many: whichare euill. Lacian blameth an ignorant perfori ;which boafted 
that he had many bookes ; andcatartial mockethyan other, who.thought 
thereby to be aé¢countedlearneds Seauen-hundred'V olumeswere fouhd in: 
the Libratic of uslexandria, which werealbburned together bya mifebance 
_ offire. The leartied caried their books thither fromall party, astothe T hea- 
terof learning yandthey read them inthe Mufeum whiclrwas therejarthe 
Plaies ordainedforthe honourof A pollo,and of the Mafes'thevan uifhers; 
receiuing great gifts,in the fight and knowledge ofallthe wotld 3 In fomuch: 
that one werereckoned learried which had not won othe prize there. Zisie: 
calleth thatgrear Librarie, awerthy work of kingly ¢aré,and magnificences 
‘But senecafaithsthat irwas neither care;normasnificéceBiifa fedious pompe 
orluperQuity:& ystnot ftudious$becaufethe Ks.Prolomeyes had not erected - 
: itto 
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intoferuefor ftudy,but fora thew and {péctacle. As Wwereethany priuaremen 
alfo which haue gathered many togither, wel printed,botid,& gilded:to ferue 


onely for ornaments, which they neuer looke in themfelues nor fuffer others 
for feareof fouling them.Alfoking AT TALVS aflembled at Pergamus in 


emulation ofthe Prolomeyes ; two hundred thoufand volumes which were 
giuen by Antoniusto Cleopatra, & fo vanithed. There wete inthe Library of 
the GOR DIANS xI.thoufand: anda great number of exqitifire ones in that 
of LVCVELLVS,and AVGVST VS. Therearefome atthis prefent very wel 

furnifhed; both amongft the Chriftians, andthe Mahometifts, 
- But going bythe profefsions,I haueread that DIDY MVS a Grompr- 
__ rian compoled tourethoufand books: APPIAN fixe thoufand; whowasf{o 
atrogant,.as tofay,that hemadethem immortall, to whom hee dedicated his 
Workes.CIGER O faid, thatifhis age weredoubled, yet would itnot fuffice 
toread all the Lyrick poets. Senecathinketh asmuch of thofe that haue written 
of Logick,T hereis no people,nation,citie, common-wealth, {eigniorie, coit- 
trey,king dom,or empire; but hath his Cronicles and Hiftories.In Greece one 
ouly war of eMararhon,found three hundredHiftoriographers,& Plutarch in 
his{iuesalleageth more then two hundred ofthem. SALVST, and LIVIE 
are come to vs vnperfect,and faulty:as are alfo many others of lefle reckoning 
both Greekesand Romaines., Jtisnorpofsibleto recken the books that are 
_ nade of phificke, which hath many tiinesbiit changed; and diuided into di- 
uersfets-ARISTOT LE,the Philofopliercompofed iiij.hundred volumes: 
and,V ARR.O,the moft learnedamongfttheR omains asiiany. The Eimpe- 
rour TV STINIAN by the exeelsiuemiltitude of books which wereof the 
ciutil Law, was conftrainedto.caufe the randeéts to bemaderon which contra- 
ty tohisediGhaue bin heaped innumerable cmentaries. 8.Tohn the cuange- 
_ Uiftfaithsthatthie world is notableto receiuealtthe books which thould bee 

Writtenof IES VS CHRIST: as appeared.in the time following, where- 


in,wete infinite written in many languages; concerning the Chriftian religi- 


of; andthe expofition of the old and new T- eftament.ORIGEN alonehathi 


written fixethoufand bookes,/Ehe Gothes, Vandales,A Janes, Hunnés;Lom- 
bards;Sarazensr urkes,and-Tartariansbrought an ineftimablelofle to the li- 
brari¢s,and corruption rojthe languages; 9) , 
20Bookesare different alfofaccording to thedifpolition of thetimes, and in- 
__ clination.of the countries ywhecein they arematle:euen as wines are diuersac- 
cording eothe teisicorie, qualitie of the aire,and difpofition ofthe yere, the 
natureof the vine,Scinduftay ofthe keeper.Euery age hath his peculiar kind 
of{peech;Eucty nation andagehisphrale:the Greekes and'Latins writing af- 
tenone fort; the Hebrewes,Ghaldees,and Arabians aftefan other. All are not 
gicentinuance; and as many: ave lightly and ealily mades fo they aré:eft- 
. foones arid incontinently loft. Someare left off for theobfeurity, andtoaffec- 
ehldabuily and barbaroufnes which isin: them::Others délpifed,or neglec- 
tedds- vnprofirable, orcontamed by length of time ; or deftroied by warres, 


changes of tongesyand of religions; or by being euil written and copied out; 
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or cormupted,& deprauied: In others thereisnothing bur tedious reperitioris; 
by changing theorder,and the words.Pimie‘a man of great reading, faith chat 
in.cboferring and comparing of authours, hehath foundthe old written our 
word for word by ‘tholethat were next afterthem, concealing their names; 
and choofing rather to betaken in their theft, then toacknhowledge thedebr, 
Thofewhich arerefpected hereas holy;areburned elfwhere; asabhomina=— 
tion.T he affected to fomecertaine fe, religion,or profefsion, are redonely _ 
by people of the fame fect, religion, and profelsion. The poemes, orations; 
epifties, chronicles, hiftories comedies, and tragedies,arenotloked on;burby 
fuch as viderftand the tongue wherin they are written: & outof it they com- 
monly lofe their grace: There are not any which pleafe'and fatiffy al peo- _ 
plé;or which arereceiued inal places; except they be aduifedlymade, with 
greatindgment, & profound ‘learning by a{ingular gracéof God, and’araré 
goodnesofnature:refifting againft enuious oldage, & warranting themfelues 
from the filence ofoblinion.Stich as feeme tobe thofeof rlato, Ars/lotle, Hip- 
pocrates,ch Ptolomey:wwho not eontent with the images of things,and fhadows 
of opinids,hauefoughr the thithdireCtly ;& haue therfore efcaped the initiry 
of titne,of fire,ofwater,& of wars; among fomany nations, & contrary feats, 
tranflated into diuerslanguagesy yet keeping ftil the fame grace, as whenthey 
were newly made, For as time.abolitheth thie opinions that arenot wel eroll= 
ded;fo it alfo'c6firmeth the infallibleimdgeméts of a wife & vnderftanding nae 
ture;aligméting alwaies thereputatio of thofe writers which haue beft obfere 
ued,& vnderftoodiit. The iudetnent oftimedifcouercth in the endthefecret 
faiiltsof al things; who beingthe fatherof trth; and aiudge void of paflion; 
hath alwaies accuftomed togiveaiuftentéce,ofthe life or death lhe 

But fecing that thearts & fciences begin, & grow; are changed and prefers 
ued by care, diligence,remembrance; & meditation,and areloft: by negligécey) 
flouth;forgerfulnes;and ignoranidezit being a thing moft requifitethae truieth 
fhouldremain amongft men: Iebehoueth of necefsity that the firft being alos 


L 


lithed others fhotld come intheir places;and that the old bogkes being lofty 
there! fhould be made new.Foras other things being fubieG romutatiGyhavie’ 
need of continualt generation toretiew themifelues, and tOrnaifitaine eche'of 
themhis kinde: So muft learning alfo be protided for; by feeking ‘of new: 
ne in fteede of thofe that are loft; by ¢hangingthae whichis Hot 
wellyand by fupplying that whietvis wanting? othe endehar it be nodes 
cayed:; but amended from day1oday. For thé worlde being ‘made oftiwe 
things, whereoftheoneare perpetually and others inutableand cortupribler 
It is certaine that thovewhich are perpetually asthe heaien) the furineahe 
moone, and thorherftarres, remain jeonftantly-alwvaies in one felfe famne'eftares! 
Burtthey tharare nidueable dodbepin and endjareborne,and diesdoinere 
& diminith vacetlantlyjendenotieing notwithftanding (asiniachasthey may)’ 
tocomeneere and participate of eternity enor byréemaining alwaies oneant 
the fame (as doethéfnperiour and diuinething 8) bur by eominuing their: 
kindés by the meanes of generation) which és an immortal wotke inthis 
07°30 oo morta- 
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moftalitie. Sothe plants, and all liuing creatures which cannot endure long, 


by the necefsicy ot the matter whereot they aremade,renew themfeluescon- 
tinually;procreating by budds,and feeds, theirlike. In fuch fort that by the or- 
der ofnatiirethe yong do alwaies fucceed vnto the o!d,and the liuing tothofe 
that ate deceafed; their-kinds by thismeanes remayning immortall. But men 
being indewed witha diuine and immortal foule, do afpire moreto fuch per- 
petuityand immortality, endeuouring to remedy that infirmity which they 
know inthemfelues: Namely fuch as hauetheir bodies moft fruitful, by be- 
getting of children, by whom they hopeto perpetuate their name, and ly- 
nage; Others that hauetheir minde better inftructed, by bringing forth fuch 
fruits as ate proper thereunto ; as vertues,fciences , learned and elegant wri- 
tinges, and other fuch fruits morénoble, more admirable, and more diira- 
blethen thofe of the body; which they prefer before children;and for which 
they voluntarily expofe themfelues to all labours, and dangers; neither {pa- 
ring their parfons nor their goods. T herhence arifeth in good wits the infatia- 


ble defire of honor, ftirting them vp day and night, hot to content themfelues 


with bafe, and cafual things: butto feeke by vertuous deeds, to recompence 
the fhortnes of this life, bythe memory of all pofterity. T hetehence procee- 
detli the wonderfull defire of making themfelues knowne,of leauing a'good 
opinion of them,afd getting an immortal renowne. And by how much the 
better they aré, the more they ftritre to come to this ‘point of immottalitie; 
which they do fo long for: For thofe moft excellent pexfonages, wouldenot 
haue trauailédasthey have done in times pafled ; without the hope which 


they had to be praifed,and renowmed, as now they are. Such were theaun- - 


cient Poets, Oratours, Hiftoriogtaphers, Phyficians, Philofophers, and Di- 
uines; who haue brought forth fomany bookes, which bring them immor- 
tall clory; asthey theitifelues béiftg immortal!,do teach vnto others pietie, iu- 
fice, & equitiesdeclare the fecréts of nature, both in heauen,& in earth;teach 
the difciplines; containe Hiftoriés ful of examples;giue remedies againft ma- 
ladies;and éther innumerablehelpes,and meanes: without which we fhould 


liue worfethenbeaftes; hauing neither religion, learning, nor ciuility. Such. 


werethe LAWMAKERS, whobegat LAWES,and manets of gouernment, 
Ziuling to people, honeft and durable maners ofliuing. Such were the LAW- 

ERS who haue ordered the bufines,contra€ts, and Cafes of particular par- 
fons; expounded the Satutes, and ordinances; fhowing the reafon of them; 
aduertifing how they ought to be kept, renewed, or abrogated. Such were 
the valiant C A P T AINE S who did heroycall deedes forthe defence,and 
libertie of their countrey;founded Empires,and monarchies; and builded ci- 
ties: forgetting all other pleafures,to the end to leaue an immortall memory 
for the time to come, Such were many notable parfonages, who for hauing 
fhowed excellent intientions,and exercifed al vertiies, hate bin greatly admi- 
red: cuen to the deifying of fomeof them. And if we miflike barennes inthe 
body, with greater reafon ought weto deteft it in the minde;and afpireto the 


likeimmortality, and renowme: the defire whereof is naturally ginen 3 alf 
pacfons, 
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parlonny feruefor a {pur to prick them forward vnto honeft ations: The 
usbandman hateththe fruitles ground;and the husbanda wifethatis barren: 
Andall dgecommende him more that by husbandry augmenteth his good, 
then him wich maintaineth it only in that eftatewhich is falnetohim by face 
cefsion.So in like maner it fuffifeth not to know by the book without bring- 
ing forth fomething of our felues, whereby to helpethe truth. P/ato faith thae 
the Greekes haue bettered that which they receiued fromthe Barbarians. cis 
cero is of opinion, that the Italians haue of themfelues better inuented then 
the Grecians; or made that better whichthey borowed of them. And why 
fhould not we endeuoutr todothe like;amending that which the Barbarians, 
Greckes,c Romaines haue left vnto vs?T hereis no want of good wittes,fothat 
they be welinftruéted.Petaduenture there aremore in one placethien in ano- 
ther;butthereare found fomecuery where; as inthis countrey of ours, where 
nature hath fhewed her felfe as favorable as any where els:creating vs notin- 
feriourto any others,in fituation, fertilitie, & commodity of countrey, good- 
nes of wits,ciuility ofmaners,equity of Laws,gouernment,and continuance 
of Monarchie; dexterity both in liberall and mechanical fciences, variety of 
all things either growing withinthe countrey, or brought from other" pla- 
ces; multitude of publicke fchooles well priuiledged,andrichly founded for 
the infticution of youth, and intertainment of Profeffours,and Teachers. 
Wherefore, if all men dothinkethat the future belongeth vnto them ; they 
that are Learned muft not be negligét in obtaining of that by thedurablemo- 
numents of Learning which others do pretend and feeke by workes of fmall 
continuance, Butthey ought to trauaileto their power, if notin refpect of 
men (who fhow themfelues oftentimes ingrateful towards their benefaGtors, 
and enuious of the prefent vertue) yet at the leaft for the honour of God: 
Whofe wil is,that we fhould carefully preferuethe arts and fciences, as alfo 
all otherthings neceffary for life; and deliuer them ouer from timetotime 
. toour pofterity, by learned, angcicgane writings in good matters: 
giuing light tothe obfcureé,credit to the doubtful, order 
tothe confufed,elegancy to the vnpolifhed,grace 
to fuchasare left of, noueltietotheold, : 
and authoritietothenew. =~ 
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